
 

WHAT YOU DO 
1. Go to myfreedom.org/fiftysixleaders to do the following:


1. Read through the small group leader guide several times throughout the week to familiarize yourself with 
what to say, how long it should take, and the order of activities.


2. Read today’s Bible Story in the Bible.  

2. Arrive on time to tag in briefly with the team, gather your materials (if any), and check students in.

3. Attend adult gathering for worship then at announcement video, head into Growth Track room to start small 

group. 

4. Teach students about God’s Word with energy!


WHAT YOU NEED (provided for you)

- Bible (Bring your own each week) 
- “Not So Scary Saturday” Story Sheet (2 per group)

                                 


Outline Card: An outline of what you are leading today. 
(Use the section to the left for definitions and verses) 

1. After checking in on your group, split into smaller groups to do the Activity 
Page together then read them to your groups.


2. After a short review, tell the story of the 12 spies scouting the Promised Land. 

3. The point you are stressing ALL DAY and the point the kids should leave with 

is YOU CAN DO WHAT YOU SHOULD EVEN WHEN OTHERS ARE AFRAID.
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BOTTOM LINE 
You can do what you should 
even when others are afraid.


LIFE APP 
Courage—Being brave 

enough to do what you should, 
even when you’re afraid.

MEMORY VERSE 
“Be strong and courageous. Do 

not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your 
God will be with you wherever 

you go.” Joshua 1:9b

BIBLE STORY 

Joshua and Caleb

Numbers 13-14


http://myfreedom.org/kidsleaders


 

2. Bible Story 

WHAT YOU SAY: “Today, we continue our story following the children of Israel. If you remember from last week, 
they’ve been freed from Egypt and God protected them by parting the Red Sea and sending 10 crazy plagues. 
After that, instead of heading straight to the Promised Land, where did they go? (Allow answers) They went to 
Mount Sinai and Moses received the 10 Commandments from God. This was God’s way of letting the people 
know what He desired for and from them. He wanted them to follow Him and to have a good relationship with 
Him! I mean, they hadn’t been following Him for 400 years!!! They needed to be reminded of who this God that 
saved them really was. 


“After that, God led them through the wilderness to the Promised Land. Sure, they had some struggles along the 
way. They fought battles (but God delivered them with victory), they complained (but God provided for them at 
every turn)—all of that is really important to remember. Then they finally make it to the borders of the Promised 
Land! Why is it called the “Promised Land?” (Allow answers; God promised it to Abraham) Does God keep His 
promises? Of course He does! 


“Before they headed into the land, they thought it wise to send in 12 spies, one from every tribe, to scout out the 
land. What did they find??? (Read Numbers 13:27-29) They found great things! AND scary things…


Guys, what are things that scare you? (Allow some time for conversation; get a little real and share 
something age appropriate that give you fear. Not spiders or snakes, but something like uncertainty, 
money, getting fired, moving to another place, etc.) 


1. Introduction (NOTE: If you notice you have less time than normal due to dedication, shift into the story 
unless the group has specific questions)

WHAT YOU DO:   
1) Begin by checking in on everyone as a group. 


1) Ask how their week has been.

2) Ask the following would you rather question: Would you rather skip Thanksgiving and go right to 

Christmas or keep it the way that it is?

2) Break out into small groups if possible (boys and girls) and do the activity below before jumping into the story 

for the week.


NOT SO SCARY SATURDAY Activity Page: 

1) DO NOT show the kids the activity page and do not read it to them. 

2) Ask them for ALL of the blanks, fill in the blanks, and then read it out loud to the group for a laugh.


WHAT YOU SAY: “I loved talk last month about Grit. And this month we are talking about something that takes a 
lot of Grit to do well—COURAGE. When you have Grit, you can have COURAGE! We are defining COURAGE as 
‘bring brave enough to do what you should, even when you’re afraid.’ I know that many of you may believe 
that COURAGE is something that some people have and others don’t. But this month we hope that you learn 
that COURAGE is something that everyone can have and those of us that follow Jesus NEED! 


“We will hear of amazing Bible stories that you may know about people just like you that had COURAGE. Let’s 
get started.”
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3. Bible Story (Cont.) 
WHAT YOU SAY: “When we have fear, it’s hard to do what you should. It’s hard to mow the lawn when you just 
saw a snake and snakes scare you! It’s hard to take out the trash at night when you’re afraid of the dark. It’s hard 
to tell a teacher about a bully when you know he or she could find out what you did. It’s hard to be nice to the kid 
no one likes on your team, block, or at school when you think others will make fun of you. It’s hard to respect 
your teacher when you’re afraid others won’t do it, too. 


“After sharing what they did, TEN SPIES said they didn’t want to go into the Promised Land! WHAT?! But that 
leaves two that did. Listen to this: read Number 13:30. We find out that Caleb and Joshua wanted to go fight the 
giants! Now, I want to tell you the end really quick. The people didn’t go into the land. Moses, Joshua, and Caleb 
said, ‘GO FOR IT!’ But the rest of the people sided with the 10 spies who were afraid. God ended up punishing 
that whole nation for not trusting Him. None of them got to go into the land that was promised to them except for 
Caleb and Joshua. Go honors COURAGE. But let’s talk about it deeper:


• Do you think that Caleb and Joshua weren’t afraid of giants and walled cities?

• Why would they say, WE CAN TAKE ‘EM?! (Read Number 14:5-9) 

• Our bottom line today is, repeat after me, you can do what you should even when others are afraid. How 

did Caleb and Joshua live out that bottom line today?

• The people didn’t listen to them…but does that mean Caleb and Joshua was wrong?

• How does this change your mind about having COURAGE even when others don’t have COURAGE?”

Explain that just because we have courage, things won’t always go the way we want. But we know this, we will 
be honored by God when we do what’s right by showing COURAGE! 


4. Discussion Questions 
Say: “Let’s go a little deeper in all of this. Caleb and Joshua showed COURAGE even when others were afraid 
and were blessed by God for it! How does this effect you? Let’s talk more below:” 

Ask:  
1) What is something in your life RIGHT NOW that others don’t have COURAGE about, but you feel like you do?

2) Does this story inspire you to do what’s right no matter what other people are doing? Why or why not?

3) How would you feel in Caleb and Joshua’s shoes if you KNEW God was going to give you the land but no 

one believed you?

4) Why did Caleb and Joshua have such faith in God?

5) How can you have that same faith in God and how can it give you COURAGE?


CLOSE WITH PRAYER USING THE STEPS BELOW: 
1. Circle up with your group.

2. Ask the students if they have any prayer requests.

3. Lead your group in prayer and remember to prayer over the requests that were given.

4. Once the students are all checked out, clean up the space to prepare it for next week. 
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