
 

WHAT YOU DO 
1. Go to myfreedom.org/fiftysixleaders to do the following:


1. Read through the small group leader guide several times throughout the week to familiarize yourself with 
what to say, how long it should take, and the order of activities.


2. Read today’s Bible Story in the Bible.  

2. Arrive on time to tag in briefly with the team, gather your materials (if any), and check students in.

3. Attend adult gathering for worship then at announcement video, head into Growth Track room to start small 

group. 

4. Teach students about God’s Word with energy!


WHAT YOU NEED (provided for you)

- Bible (Bring your own each week) 
- Dice (1 per group)

                                 


Outline Card: An outline of what you are leading today. 
(Use the section to the left for definitions and verses) 

1. Begin by checking in with your group and having some conversation. 

2. Review the big idea of Courage: being brave enough to do what you should 

even when you’re afraid.

3. Give an opportunity for those that have memorized the Bible Verse to share it 

with the group.

4. Give Daniel’s backstory and be up front that many kids have heard this story. 

Share that it doesn’t mean we can’t get new things out of it. 

5. Share the story of Daniel and the Lions’ Den brining home the point: You can 

do what you should because God is with you.

6. During discussion, kids will roll the die that you have. They will finish the 

sentence of the number they roll. If time allows for more discussion, go with it. 

7. Pray it out and invite everyone back next week for At The Movies! 
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BOTTOM LINE 
You can do what you should 

because God is with you.


LIFE APP 
Courage—Being brave 

enough to do what you should, 
even when you’re afraid.

MEMORY VERSE 
“Be strong and courageous. Do 

not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your 
God will be with you wherever 

you go.” Joshua 1:9b

BIBLE STORY 
Safe and Sound 

Daniel and the Lions’ Den

Daniel 6


http://myfreedom.org/kidsleaders


 

2. Bible Story 
WHAT YOU SAY: 
1) So, who can remind us of what we talked about last week? (Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego) 

2) Now, there was another famous character that we alluded to, however, he was not in that story. Who was it? 

(Daniel) 

3) He, Daniel, is the key character in our story this week! I’d like to give some back story to Daniel and then, I 

believe many of you know the story that we will be covering today.

4) BACKSTORY:


1) So, Daniel grew up in Judah which was the lower half of Israel. We know that he knew who God was and 
deeply loved God. 


2) When Babylon attacked, they ended up taking Daniel as one of their captives. Because of that, we know 
Daniel was smart, good-looking, and wise. 


3) Daniel quickly grew through the ranks of the Babylonian Empire, but one day, Babylon was taken over 
and defeated by a new and rising empire—the Persian Empire. 


4) You’d think that they would have gotten rid of Daniel because he was a high ranking individual. But they 
didn’t! The king, Darius, actually really liked Daniel and kept him in a high place of authority. 


5) And that’s where our story begins! If you have your Bibles, you can open them up to Daniel chapter 6. 
Now, I believe some of you in here know the story of Daniel in the Lions’ Den, am I right? Okay, well that’s why I 
need to say this then: Many of us have heard these stories MANY times and we can tell them with ALL of the 
details. So, today, as we walk through each part of this story, I want you to remember, the Bible is alive. That 
means that it meets us where we need to be met in every season of life and you can never know all there is to 
know about it. Let’s try to place ourselves in the story every step of the way to learn from Daniel.


1. Introduction 

WHAT YOU DO:   
1) Begin by checking in on everyone as a group. 


1) Ask how their week has been.

2) Ask the following questions for the group to share with one another (they will have one minute to tell as 

many people as they can):

1) Who is one person that you believe you would do just about anything with? 

2) What is something that you would never do alone? 

WHAT YOU SAY: “Thanks so much for sharing who those people and what those activities are! This month 
we’ve been talking all about. . .WHAT? (COURAGE) That’s it. Can anyone remind me what Courage is? Courage 
is being brave enough to do what you should, even when you’re afraid. 


That’s been our big theme and this is our last week before we move onto a wonderful series that we love here at 
Freedom Church—At The Movies! So pumped about this one. 


There’s one other thing that’s really been reminding us of Courage and that’s our memory verse. Before we split 
into groups, is there anyone that’s able to share it with the group? Anyone can say it out loud from memory that 
would like to.


Allow anyone in your large group to share the memory verse from memory (give help if needed) and then split into 
groups for the day. 
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3. Bible Story (Cont.) 
WHAT YOU SAY:  
Ready to learn something new today? Let’s get started.

1) Daniel was that person that was so amazing and kind and sweet that he was hard not to like. Every time the 

king needed someone, it was so easy to pick Daniel because of his wisdom and goodness. Is anyone in here 
that person? If you’re not that person, who in your life is that person? Do you like that person?


2) Well, some people who weren’t as righteous as Daniel thought they should be treated like Daniel. (I know I’ve 
felt that before, any of you?) And because of that, they were jealous and wanted to get rid of Daniel.


3) They came up with a plan. They were going to use Daniel’s faith in God (prayer) as a way to get rid of him. 

4) Who can share the plan with me? (Allow your group to talk through what the plan was)

5) Once a law was in place, not even the king could overturn it. 

6) When Daniel heard the law that was in place, he could have changed his whole routine, but not Daniel. He 

chose to still follow God. He had Courage to do the right thing because he knew God was with him.

7) The king honored his law, as angry as it made him, and had Daniel thrown into the lions’ den. Once the night 

was up, he found Daniel in the den STILL ALIVE! Daniel made it clear that God was with him and had shut 
the mouths of the lions.


8) The king declared that the whole empire must “fear and reverence the God of Daniel.” WHAT? Courage has 
some big affects. 


Okay, your turn. You’ve heard this story, but what can it mean for you today? Let’s play a small game to talk 
about it. 


4. Discussion Activity 
WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Get out the dice and have everyone role. Whatever number it lands on, that person must finish the 

corresponding sentence. It’s okay if they land on the same numbers more than once.

1) ROLL #1: Finish this sentence: My favorite part of this story is…

2) ROLL #2: Finish this sentence: Something that stood out to me during this story was…

3) ROLL #3: Finish this sentence: I believe I influence others like Daniel when I…

4) ROLL #4: Finish this sentence: I need to remember this story when…

5) ROLL #5: Finish this sentence: This story would be great to share with…

6) ROLL #6: Finish this sentence: I think this story is teaching me to…


CLOSE WITH PRAYER USING THE STEPS BELOW: 
1. Circle up with your group.

2. Ask the students if they have any prayer requests.

3. Lead your group in prayer and remember to prayer over the requests that were given.

4. Once the students are all checked out, clean up the space to prepare it for next week. 
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