
 

WHAT YOU DO 
1. Go to myfreedom.org/fiftysixleaders to do the following:


1. Read through the small group leader guide several times throughout the week to familiarize yourself with 
what to say, how long it should take, and the order of activities.


2. Read today’s Bible Story in the Bible.  

2. Arrive on time to tag in briefly with the team, gather your materials (if any), and check students in.

3. Attend adult gathering for worship then at announcement video, head into Growth Track room to start small 

group. 

4. Teach students about God’s Word with energy!


WHAT YOU NEED (provided for you)

- Bible (Bring your own each week) 
- “Drawing Instructions” Activity Page (1 per group)

- Paper (1 piece per kid)

- Pens (1 per kid)

- Blindfolds (1 per kid)

                                 


Outline Card: An outline of what you are leading today. 
(Use the section to the left for definitions and verses) 

1. Begin by checking in with your group and having some conversation. 

2. Lead the Drawing Activity with your group and do your best to bring it back to 

a fear of not knowing the outcome and liking to do things correctly. 

3. Give some context for the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

4. Share the story of these men and the fiery furnace. 

5. Main point to bring home: They did what they should even when they didn’t 

know what would happen. 
6. Discuss with your group situations or examples of times that this bottom line 

comes into play. Remind them of the memory verse and why quoting that in 
hard times of decision can make a difference.
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BOTTOM LINE 
You can do what you should 
even when you don’t know 

what will happen.


LIFE APP 
Courage—Being brave 

enough to do what you should, 
even when you’re afraid.

MEMORY VERSE 
“Be strong and courageous. Do 

not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your 
God will be with you wherever 

you go.” Joshua 1:9b

BIBLE STORY 
Another in the Fire 

Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego

Daniel 3


http://myfreedom.org/kidsleaders


 

2. Bible Story 
WHAT YOU DO: 
1) Remind your group of the challenge last week to memorize the verse for the month, Joshua 1:9.

2) Give them an opportunity to say it out loud for the group. 

3) Share briefly about how this verse connects with the big idea of Courage that we are learning about. 


1) God’s with you no matter what

2) Out bottom line today is “You can do what you should even when you don’t know what will happen.” 

God’s with you and that’s where we find our courage.

4) Dive into the Bible Story encourage students to use their Bibles to follow along.


1) Share about David and Goliath from last week. You’re now moving even further into the story and share 
the following to set it up.

1) After David became king of Israel, things were amazing and Israel followed and loved God! But, after 

his son, Solomon, died, many of the kings that followed did not love God or follow His commands. 

2) Because of this disobedience, God allowed the people of Israel to be taken into captivity by the 

nation called Babylon. 

3) Babylon took people to their nation to turn them away from the true God and to follow their gods so 

that they could, in turn, lead their people to love Babylon. 

4) Among those taken were four men named Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 


1) If kids want to get really fancy, Shad, Rach, and Benny’s real Hebrew names are found in Daniel 
1:6


1. Introduction 

WHAT YOU DO:   
1) Begin by checking in on everyone as a group. 


1) Ask how their week has been.

2) Do the following activity:


1) Give each student a blindfold, piece of paper, and a pen. 

2) Have students place their paper in front of them and put their blindfold on. 

3) Share that you will be sharing with them things to draw and they must do it blindfolded. 

4) As they follow instructions, encourage them to recognize the little bit of fear they might feel during this 

activity to share about later.

5) Use the “Drawing Instructions” Activity Sheet to give them their directions.

6) When everyone’s done, wrap up with “What You Say” and then split into your groups. 

WHAT YOU SAY: “That is always so interesting to do! And it doesn’t matter how many times you do it, it always 
turns out different. Is there anyone in the room that really just desires to do everything right? Like this activity 
drove you a little crazy because you didn’t know if where you were drawing was right. 

“Even through that bothered you, how many of you completed the activity? That’s literally what we’ve been 
talking about ALL MONTH. That’s a form a courage. Courage is being brave enough to do what you should, even 
when you’re afraid. Now, it’s time to move into our smaller groups, but before we do that, I’m going to say the 
memory verse for you one time and try to keep it in your mind to share from memory with your group! ‘Be strong 
and courageous. Do no be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever 
you go.’” 
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3. Bible Story (Cont.) 
WHAT YOU SAY:  
1) Share about how from the beginning of the captivity, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and Daniel all decided 

they would love and follow God no matter what. 

2) God actually led their leader, King Nebuchadnezzar, to promote them into great places of authority! This was 

great, until one day…

3) King Nebbi created a statue that looked like him and called everyone to bow down to this statue when music 

played (this is all in Daniel 3 and read from this as you feel is helpful). If anyone refused, they would be 
thrown into a large oven called a fiery furnace to die. How terrible is that?!


4) So, King Nebuchadnezzar called all of his leaders and anyone in the area (Daniel was probably away on 
business since we don’t hear about him) to come to a large festival to present the statue and bow down 
when they heard the music. 


5) Everyone bowed down except for Shad, Shack, Benny. Officials reported them to the king and he was 
FURIOUS!!! He gave them another chance, but they still refused and said, (read Daniel 3:16-18).


6) WHAT?! I love that they said EVEN IF HE DOESN’T, WE WILL ONLY WORSHIP HIM. In other words, we will 
do what we should even though we don’t know what will happen. 


7) Well, they were thrown into the furnace and it turned out that God sent someone, many people believe it was 
a foreshadowing of Jesus, to be in the furnace and protect them. When they were brought out of the furnace, 
they were fine! They didn’t even smell like smoke.


APPLICATION: You are presented with choices every day. Choices that will help draw you closer to God or pull 
you further from Him. You have to decide if you will do things the easy way, or the hard way. Today, story 
hopefully helps with that. Let’s talk about it more.  


4. Discussion Activity 
WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Ask the following questions:


1) What are some choices that you are presented with in you personal life every day that can draw you 
closer to God or pull you away from Him? (Be prepared to share something from your own life that’s age-
appropriate)


2) Share a time that you chose to make an easier decision, but it was the wrong one. How did it feel in the 
long run?


3) What is something in your life right now that you need prayer for courage for? You don’t know that the 
outcome will be easy, but you know the right thing to do.


4) What parts of this story resinated the most with you?


CLOSE WITH PRAYER USING THE STEPS BELOW: 
1. Circle up with your group.

2. Ask the students if they have any prayer requests.

3. Lead your group in prayer and remember to prayer over the requests that were given.

4. Once the students are all checked out, clean up the space to prepare it for next week. 
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