
 

WHAT YOU DO 
1. Go to myfreedom.org/fiftysixleaders to do the following:


1. Read through the small group leader guide several times throughout the week to familiarize yourself with 
what to say, how long it should take, and the order of activities.


2. Read today’s Bible Story in the Bible.  

2. Arrive on time to tag in briefly with the team, gather your materials (if any), and check students in.

3. Attend adult gathering for worship then at announcement video, head into Growth Track room to start small 

group. 

4. Teach students about God’s Word with energy!


WHAT YOU NEED (provided for you)

-Bible (Bring your own each week) 

-Scenario Sheet

-Emoji Pictures 

-Paper for the students to roll up (1 piece per kid)

Prayer Journal 

-Pen or pencil for the leader


Reference Card: An outline of what you are leading today. 

Activity #1 | Ice Breaker   
What you do:

   -Follow the instructions to play a game that will help your students share about certain 

     emotions they feel. 

Activity #2 | Bible Story     
What you do:

   -Share the story of Zacchaeus from Luke 19:1-10. 

Point: Emphasize that by Jesus forgiving Zacchaeus, Zacchaeus’ life and actions were 
changed forever. 

Activity #3 | Discussion Questions 
What you do:

   -Talk through the discussion questions. 

Point: To build relationship as well as let students share their thoughts on the topic.

Activity #4 | Prayer  
Remember to use your new Prayer Journals to take praises and then thank God for them. 
 
 

 

March 8th

March 8th

http://myfreedom.org/kidsleaders
http://myfreedom.org/kidsleaders


 

2. Bible Story 

WHAT YOU SAY: So, let’s let everyone that’s new today or missed last week know what we 
are talking about. Anyone remember? (FORGIVENESS) Yes! We are learning about and 
talking through forgiveness all month! And last week, whenever you heard the word 
“forgiveness,” you gave the person you were sitting with a high-five. This week, you’ve got 
to clap twice, but make sure that it stays fun for everyone. Only clap when I say… 
“Forgiveness.” Okay? Thanks, y’all. The reason I want you to do something, is whenever 
your parents or friends ask you what you’re talking about in church, I want you to remember! 


Here’s a quick definition of “forgiveness.” (they should clap) It’s—Deciding that someone 
who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay. Now that went great with last week’s 
discussion, but what about this week? Who in here has ever heard the story of Zacchaeus? I 
was hoping some of you had. According to Luke, what was Zacchaeus’ job? (Tax Collector) 
What exactly did tax collectors do? (Explain that they were not liked because they worked for 
the Roman government who had enslaved the Jews) These guys would also do something a 
little sketchy. Let’s say you head to McDonalds and only the employees can see the prices. 
What if they charged everyone differently depending on how much money you had? Would 
that be fair? That’s exactly what Zacchaeus would do and he would keep the extra for 
himself. That, my friends, is called stealing. 


Do people who always steal from others have many friends? Nope! (Meant to be goofy)


HEAR   
Hear from God

TALK   
Connection Activity


1. Ice Breaker  


WHAT YOU DO: 
-After welcoming everyone, lay the “Emojis” in a 2x3 grid on the floor or on the table.

-As you lay the “Emojis” down, ask the group what feelings they associate with each 

  emoji, e.g. happy, sad, surprised, angry, thankful, confused.

-Give each kid a piece of paper to roll up long-ways.

-Gather kids around the “Emoji” grid.

-Read a scenarios listed on the Scenario Sheet.

-When you say “How do you feel?” instruct kids to “whack” an emoji that represents how 

  they would feel in the scenario you read.

-Allow kids an opportunity to share why they selected the “Emoji” they did, especially if 

  multiple “Emojis” were selected. 


WHAT YOU SAY: Our emotions can be all over the place, can’t they? Different things 
make us feel different ways. Today, I want to ask you a question, but don’t answer out 
loud: What does it feel like to be forgiven? 


Personally, I would say it depends on what I’m being forgiven for. But for you, just think 
about it as we get into it today and think about the different emojis that could be whacked 
during this true story. 


CONNECT 
 


an activity that 
invites students to 
share with others 
and build on their 

understanding 
 

EXPLORE 
 


an activity that 
invited students to 
explore God’s Word 
through listening or 

hands on 
experience 
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HEAR  
Hear from God

HEAR  
Hear from God

2. Bible Story (Continued) 
WHAT YOU SAY: The whole community knew that Zacchaeus was a thief. As a matter of 
fact, Jesus knew that as well. And He was going to be in the area. Jesus had caused such a 
stir with His miracles and teaching that EVERYONE, including Zacchaeus, wanted to see this 
guy who claimed to be God! (At this point pick a short volunteer. One of the leaders should 
play the role of Jesus and the volunteer will be Zacchaeus. Everyone else is the crowd. BE 
SILLY ABOUT IT!) Now that we have our characters, let’s read Luke 19:1-10. (Make 
Zacchaeus stand on a chair. It’ll be funny and unexpected.) 


A huge clap for our cinematic characters there. You all should be in the movies. Anyways, 
back to the story. Did you all hear anything about “forgiveness” in that passage? I didn’t 
either. The Bible never actually says, “forgiveness” here. However, I do see something. I see 
a man who had wronged so many people and cheated them and chosen to live his life 
against God. Sound like anyone we know? Don’t say any names, please. I know that each of 
you could say it sounds like us—we’ve all done wrong. But, I want to go deeper. Who is that 
person that no one enjoys being with. If Jesus came to your school or neighborhood, who 
would be the last person that He would talk to or go visit? That was Zacchaeus to these 
people. We have to understand that. 


And yet, Jesus sees this man and knows that he’s worth more. He knows that Zacchaeus 
isn’t a lost cause. So, instead of passing him by or even condemning him, which Jesus 
could have done, He chooses to call Zacchaeus into a new life. All he needed was a chance.


2. Bible Story (Conclusion) 
WHAT YOU SAY: Jesus knew that all Zacchaeus needed was for someone to love him. Not 
call him out on everything wrong he had done, not shame him in front of everyone, but tell 
him that he was worth visiting. When Jesus did that, did you see the change in Zacchaeus? 
The Bible says he was saved!!! That’s crazy. And he returned what he’d taken from people 
times FOUR! And then gave half of anything that was really his to the poor. Do you see how 
simply forgiving someone can change them? Jesus forgave Zacchaeus, that goes without 
saying. But what about all of the people he payed back? Honestly, would you have forgiven 
Zacchaeus? (Allow answers) 


The Bible doesn’t tell us what the people did, however, I will say this, Zacchaeus, regardless 
of everything he’d done, needed to be forgiven. Like I said, I’ve messed up, and I’ve been 
forgiven, why can’t I forgive others? Those people that chose to forgive Zacchaeus, I know 
they were blessed with peace and goodness, but those who didn’t forgive, they were 
haunted by bitterness. Don’t think that unforgiveness hurts the one who asked for it. 
Unforgiveness only leads to hurt for you. 


But, that being said, let’s think about the true purpose of today. Anyone in here like the idea 
of making a difference in someone’s life? Did you know that it’s as easy as forgiving 
someone who did wrong? It didn’t just change Zacchaeus’ actions, it changed his 
destination to Heaven! Jesus gave us this example to live by. So, what does it feel like to be 
forgiven? For Zacchaeus, it felt like a life he thought he would never have. Can we pray?
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3. Discussion Questions   
Take this opportunity to share that we know there are people in the students’ lives that are 
hard to forgive and even though it’s natural to be unkind sometimes, there comes a time to 
bring it before an adult or teacher. But forgiveness should still always be something you do. 
It doesn’t make what happened okay, but it places YOUR heart in right posture with God. 
WHAT YOU DO: 
Ask:  
-How did Jesus’ forgiveness change Zacchaeus?


-What does it feel like to be forgiven?


-How could forgiving someone change them?

	 -If necessary, give a scenario. For example: You told your friend something 
embarrassing you did and they promised not to tell anyone at school. At lunch you 
overhear your friend repeating what you said to someone else. This isn’t the first time

your friend broke a promise. What does it look like to forgive your friend? How can 
forgiving your friend change you? How can forgiving your friend change them? (This 
example could be a great opportunity to explain forgiveness doesn’t mean you have to trust 
your friend, but it does mean you have to treat him or her kindly. Forgiving your friend 
doesn’t mean you have to forget your friend keeps breaking your trust; it means you don’t 
try to get even or hold a grudge, and maybe it means you stop sharing personal, sensitive 
information with that friend.)
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LIVE  
Application Activity

4. Pray  

WHAT YOU DO:  
-Circle up with your students.

-Open up the Prayer Journal to March 8th. 

-Ask your kids if they have any prayer requests and write down their prayer requests in the 

 journal.

-Remind your students that you will be praying a prayer of thanks at the end of the month 

 thanking God for all of the requests that He’s answered.   

-Lead your students in a prayer. Remember to pray for their prayer requests.  


 

 

  

REFLECT 
 


an activity that 
creates space for 

personal 
understanding and 

application 

PRAY  
Pray to God
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