
 

WHAT YOU DO 
1. Go to myfreedom.org/fiftysixleaders to do the following:


1. Read through the small group leader guide several times throughout the week to familiarize yourself with 
what to say, how long it should take, and the order of activities.


2. Read today’s Bible Story in the Bible.  

2. Arrive on time to tag in briefly with the team, gather your materials (if any), and check students in.

3. Attend adult gathering for worship then at announcement video, head into Growth Track room to start small 

group. 

4. Teach students about God’s Word with energy!


WHAT YOU NEED (provided for you)

-Bible (Bring your own each week)

-Pencil and paper


                                                 


                                 


Outline Card: An outline of what you are leading today. 
After playing Green Light Red Light, we transition into the Bible story in Luke about 
Simeon and his PATIENCE.(Use the section to the left for definitions and verses) 


1. The Bible says that Simeon was righteous, but he still needed to be patient.

	 - Just because you always do the right thing doesn’t mean we don’t need to 	
	 exercise patience.

	 - Sometimes we need to be patient because we are just not ready for the next 	
	 step.

	 - Uncertainty can cause impatience but what God has for us is always worth 	
	 the wait.


2.    Simeon meets the Savior of the world.

	 - Simeon recognized the Jesus as the Messiah because of 2 things:

	 	 - The Holy Spirit speaking to him.

	 	 - His heart was prepared to receive, in the waiting.	 

	 - Simeon responds in songs of praise because, his patience produced 	 	
	 gratefulness. 


3.    We are never alone when we are waiting.

	 - In patience and waiting on the Lord we can receive the greatest gifts that 	
	 God wishes to give us.

CHALLENGE: Give God 10 min each day, pray, and wait for Him. 
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BOTTOM LINE 
When you have to wait, 

remember God is with you.


LIFE APP 
Patience—Waiting until later 

for what you want now.

MEMORY VERSE 
Wait for the Lord; be strong 

and take heart and wait for the 
Lord.


Psalms 27:14 NIV

BIBLE STORY 
Wait for it 

Simeon Waits for the 
Messiah- Luke 2:25-35

http://myfreedom.org/kidsleaders


 

2. Bible Story  

WHAT YOU SAY: (Open Bibles to Luke 2:25 and use it to teach passage) The Bible says that Simeon was a 
righteous man or a man who did all that God had commanded him. But then what does the Bible say He was 
doing? (allow answers) That’s right, he was waiting. Let’s stop right there. Have you ever felt like you were doing 
all the right things but you still didn’t get what you asked for? Life can seem unfair when we are caught waiting, 
and waiting, and waiting for the things that we want most in this world. But, have you ever considered that we 
are caught waiting because we just aren’t ready to receive what it is that we want? How many of you here can 
not wait to drive your very own car like your parents?(encourage a raise of hands) Right?! Driving is so much fun, 
and what a blessing it is to go where ever you want! Now what if I gave you your license and your very own car 
right now?(allow a bit of discussion) It sounds like a lot of fun but I’m sure you would find out that it’s a 
responsibility you just aren’t ready for right now. But with PATIENCE you will begin to build up the right skills and 
maturity to receive such a great responsibility. 


Simeon was waiting for something that the Prophets of the Bible have been waiting for, for 400 years!! I know I 
speak for everyone when I say “when is this COVID19 thing going to be over?” Am I right? How long do we have 
to wear these masks and when will everything just go back to normal? The reality is guys, COVID has only been 
affecting us now for a year, can you imagine it going on for another 399? Put yourself in Simeon’s shoes. Israel 
has been waiting for the promise, that God would send a Savior to the world to deliver us from our sins. But its 
been 400 YEARS!! How would you feel? Like, how much longer God? Or, maybe doubt, is He actually coming? 
But remember Simeon was righteous, he did all the Lord commanded him. So, in faith, Simeon believed God 
and he continued to wait.  

1. Ice Breaker 


WHAT YOU DO: 

1) Today we will be playing red light green light.

2) Have the students start by standing against the wall.

	 NOTE: Utilize the growth track room, have the students against the wall with the greatest distance 	 	
	 between the adjacent wall

3)   The leader will use the commands “Green light” which means the students CAN move, and “Red light” which 
means the students CAN’T move.

4)   If a student moves on a “Red light” command they must start back at the beginning

	 NOTE: Encourage fast walking, no running.

5)   A student wins when they reach the other side of the room before anyone else.

	 NOTE: This month our key word is PATIENCE. SOO really test their patience with the commands. Have 	
	 fun with it!


WHAT YOU SAY: Wow guys, that was so much fun! You know what makes this game so difficult? It’s not about 
who is faster, it’s about who is a better listener and even more important, who is more PATIENT! Did you guys 
notice something? That no matter how IMPATIENT you were with the commands, it was never going to change 
when you received the command of RED LIGHT or GREEN LIGHT. You see, our inability to be patient or to wait 
doesn’t affect the time in which we receive something. WHOA! In fact just like this game, our IMPATIENCE 
brought difficulty, you had to go back to the start line. Well if you haven’t guessed by now, our word this month is 
PATIENCE and oh boy is this a good one. So let’s grab our Bibles and jump right into our story.  
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3. Bible Story (Continued)


WHAT YOU SAY: Simeon was told by the Spirit of God that he would not pass away before seeing the Savior of 
the world. So Simeon was waiting for Jesus to be revealed to him. And guess who walks into the Temple? Mary 
and Joseph holding the little Baby Jesus in their arms, and it is in that moment when Simeon looks upon them 
that he realizes he is staring at the Son of God, the Savior of the world. Now let’s pause again. No one knew 
what Jesus would look like. All they knew was, what was written about Him in some very VERY old scrolls. Now 
if I told you to “wait, the Savior of the world is coming,” what would you be expecting? Im thinking like The Hulk 
in an Ironman suit with Thor’s hammer and Storm-breaker, am I right or am I right? But no, it was a baby. And 
this is where Simeon does something incredible. He breaks into a song and sings praises to God in joy of what 
he is witnessing. 


So how does PATIENCE play into all of this. Well like I said, sometimes we don’t receive what we want because 
we are not ready for it yet. The world wasn’t ready for Jesus 400 years before He came. God waited for the 
opportune moment to send Jesus to the earth to save us from our sins. Wait a second, did I just say God 
waited? Yes, you see God is PERFECT in PATIENCE too. There were rumors going around that The Savior was 
going to be this great warrior from a royal heritage, and they were right, but the vision was all wrong. The world 
wasn’t ready to accept that the Savior would come as a little Baby. But when God sent Jesus, He also prepared 
hearts to receive Him. They were finally ready. And that preparation came in the WAITING. And because Simeon 
was ready, he rejoiced and sang for all to hear. 

 

4. Bible Story (Conclusion) 

WHAT YOU SAY: Did you guys notice while Simeon was waiting He was not alone. In fact, in his waiting he was 
being encouraged by the Spirit of the Lord. The Presence of God was with Simeon. Speaking to him and 
encouraging him. The Bible tells us “to wait upon the Lord.” We are not alone when we exercise PATIENCE. 
Imagine your parents wanting to give you the greatest gift that they could give you, but you were too busy to 
stop for just one moment to ask them, what it is they want to give you. Our God wants to give all of us the best 
gifts that He has to offer. And I know what you’re thinking, a gold Xbox Series X with the 72 inch 8k monitor and 
the latest turtle beaches, but God has something even greater than that. It’s peace, joy, forgiveness, wisdom, rest 
and love. Now, I know this all may sound strange, but stop and just think what life would be like without those 
things. It would feel chaotic, confusing, frustrating, and scary. 


Hitting the pause button on life is what we all need from time to time. Life has so many moving parts: school, 
homework, sports, friends, chores, family, the list goes on and on. We need time with God alone. We need to 
stop and just let God love us sometimes. Just pause and receive some of the best things that God has stored up 
for you. Peace when your family is getting loud, joy, when all around you seems to be going wrong, rest when we 
are just so tired of all the things we are juggling. 


Waiting and being patient for the things we want most can be so hard sometimes, but you want to hear 
something CRAZY? God WANTS to give you the best things in life and He is WAITING on YOU, to pause and 
just spend some time with Him. That’s our challenge for you all this week. Once a day, just pause for 10 minutes. 
Get away from it all, go for a walk, or hang out in your room, and just talk with God. Ask Him what He wishes to 
give you this day. I just know our God will be there with you, in the waiting.
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5. Discussion Questions   

WHAT YOU DO:  

Ask:  
1) Where in your life do you struggle with patience most?


2) Share a time when practicing patience helped you.


3) How can you choose to be patient next time you struggle with the frustration of wanting right now?


4) When in your life did you feel like God was patient with you?


5) How can you be patient with God?

   

 

 

6. Pray  

WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Circle up with your students.

2) Get out the piece of paper and pencil. 

3) Ask your kids if they have any prayer requests and write down their prayer requests on the paper.   

4) Lead your students in a prayer. Remember to pray for their prayer requests.   

5) Take the paper home and pray over their requests that week. 

6) Once all kids are checked out, complete the Post-Gathering checklist before leaving.
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