
 

WHAT YOU DO 
1. Go to myfreedom.org/fiftysixleaders to do the following:


1. Read through the small group leader guide several times throughout the week to familiarize yourself with 
what to say, how long it should take, and the order of activities.


2. Read today’s Bible Story in the Bible.  

2. Arrive on time to tag in briefly with the team, gather your materials (if any), and check students in.

3. Attend adult gathering for worship then at announcement video, head into Growth Track room to start small 

group. 

4. Teach students about God’s Word with energy!


WHAT YOU NEED (provided for you)

-Bible (Bring your own each week) 

-One set of “Scenario Cards” for every three kids

-Marker 

-Masking tape

-Prayer Journal 

-Pen or pencil for the leader  


Reference Card: An outline of what you are leading today. 

Activity #1 | Ice Breaker   
What you do:

   -Divide the group into teams of three and discuss the difficulty of forgiving in the 

     situations form the “Scenario Cards.”

Point: To allow your group to open up on how they feel about how hard forgiveness can 
be for them.  

Activity #2 | Bible Story/Idea     
What you do:

   -Share the passage from Matthew 5 about how Jesus views not forgiving others. 

Point: To demonstrate to the group that forgiveness is a pivotal part of the Christian walk.   

Activity #3 | Discussion Questions 
What you do:

   -Talk through the discussion questions. 

Point: To build relationship as well as let students share their thoughts on the topic.

Activity #4 | Prayer  
Remember to use your new Prayer Journals to take requests and pray over the requests. 
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2. Bible Story 
WHAT YOU SAY: So, over the past couple of weeks we’ve really been focusing on this topic. 
And the way that we’ve been defining “forgiveness,” is deciding that someone who has 
wronged you doesn’t have to pay. Another thing that we’ve been doing this month, is 
we’ve really wanted you to remember what we are talking about. So, today, when you hear 
the trigger word “forgiveness,” you’re going to simply hear it and remember that 
“forgiveness” is what we are talking about. You get a little break today. But no promises for 
next week.


Forgiveness is such a huge topic. I mean, think about it, without forgiveness we wouldn’t be 
able to have a home in Heaven! It’s because of God’s forgiveness that we even get to have 
our sin erased and get to spend eternity with Him. And since it’s such a huge topic, I 
couldn’t think of anyone better teach it other than Jesus. Jesus is the greatest teacher of all 
time and we’ve heard some really interesting ideas about forgiveness from Him this month. 
Today, we get to hear from Him again. 


Exactly a month ago, we read a passage from the Sermon on the Mount. Does anyone 
remember that? The Sermon on the Mount is one of Jesus’ famous sermons and one of the 
reasons it’s so famous is because it’s so challenging! He says some pretty crazy stuff. Like 
last month, we heard that Jesus said we shouldn’t just love those that love us, but we should 
love and also pray for our enemies! That can seem a little crazy. So, now that we are back in 
Matthew 5, what are we going to learn about now?


HEAR   
Hear from God

TALK   
Connection Activity


1. Ice Breaker  


WHAT YOU DO:  
-Divide the group into teams of three

-Give each team a set of “Scenario Cards”

-Create a line with masking tape. On one end of the tape write the word “EASY” and on 

  the other end write “HARD”

-Encourage teams to read each “Scenario Cards” and place the card on the tape to show 

  whether it would be easy or hard to show forgiveness (or perhaps somewhere in 

  between)

-Facilitate discussion on why teams place the cards where they did. Discuss the 

  similarities and differences in the card placements.

-Ask: When is it hard to forgive someone? (To prompt kids, ask: Is it easier to forgive  
  someone you like or someone who annoys you? Or how do your feelings affect how easy  
  it is to forgive someone? Is it easy to forgive someone when you are angry? What about if  
  you have already forgiven them and they keep doing the same thing?) 

WHAT YOU SAY: Thanks for talking that through with me. I’m always interested to hear 
what you think about what we are talking about. Because this particular topic is a really 
hard one! That’s why we’ve taken this whole month to really dive into it and talk about it. 
And no worries, as you get older, you’re going to hear a lot more about it. Forgiveness is 
something that doesn’t just stop, it’s something you’ll do for the rest of your life.  
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HEAR  
Hear from God

HEAR  
Hear from God

2. Bible Story (Continued) 
WHAT YOU SAY: The only way to see is to read it. Jesus is on this hilltop and He calls His 
disciples and others who are around to sit around Him and listen and here’s one of the things 
that He tells them. (Read Matthew 5:23-24) Okay, we’ve got some different ideas happening 
here. Why were people offering gifts? What is that about? (see if they know; but explain that 
a gift is a sacrifice and in the Old Testament, that’s how people worshiped God). Okay, so 
break it down. So God is like, before you worship Me, or pray to Me, or sing to Me, think 
about your relationships. Is there anyone that’s your friend, or in your family, or at your 
school that’s hurt you or you’ve hurt and you haven’t forgiven them or asked for forgiveness? 
If there’s someone that you need to forgive, you have to go and forgive them before you can 
truly worship Me. That’s what God is saying! 


Does anyone think that’s a little strict? (Allow answers) Why do you think God wants our 
relationships in good shape before we try to continue our relationship with Him? (Allow 
answers and some discussion) God is being very clear that you should not approach Him 
with unforgiveness in your heart. That’s how big of a deal it is to God for us to forgive those 
that hurt us! We shouldn’t even worship Him if we haven’t forgiven someone.


That might seem a little extreme, like loving our enemies that Jesus talks about later in this 
passage, but it makes sense to me. As Christians, how much does God forgive us for? 
(Allow answers and discussion) (This could be a good time to talk about how forgiveness 
doesn’t necessarily negate consequences)  


2. Bible Story (Conclusion) 
WHAT YOU SAY: This was a shorter talk today, but Jesus doesn’t want this to be 
complicated. God forgives us for everything, so we should forgive others. It doesn’t mean 
that what happened is okay. It doesn’t always take away the consequences. But it does 
bring glory to God when we are willing to forgive someone because He forgave us. 


And in this verse if you look in a certain translation, it uses a special word that I want to talk 
about and then we get to hear from you. The word that I’m talking about is “reconcile.” Does 
anyone know what that word means? It means to be brought back together. So in the best 
situation, if I do something against my best friend and he forgives me and we stay best 
friends, then the problem was reconciled. God is always calling us to do our best to 
“reconcile” a situation. 


Notice how that passage ends. Once we talk through forgiveness, once we reconcile with 
each other, then God says, come back and worship Me and it will be even more amazing! 
And I believe that He loves that, but the truth it, it’s amazing for us. Because when our 
earthly relationships are settled, our heavenly relationship can be at its best and we can truly 
worship without anything holding us back.


I hope that you all hear the simplicity in this today. The best way to worship God is after 
you’ve forgiven others and been forgiven. So let’s be willing to forgive, even though it can be 
really hard to actually do. 
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3. Discussion Questions   

WHAT YOU DO: 
Ask:  
-When is it hard to forgive someone? What can keep us from forgiving

someone?


-What are things people do when they hold a grudge?


-What have you learned that can help you to take the first step to forgive? How can 

  knowing we are all created in God’s image help you to forgive others?


-Is there anyone that you need to forgive? (don’t answer this question out loud) 

	 -If there is someone that you need to forgive, then we can do that right now for 

	   prayer time. Let’s take some time to close our eyes, be respectful to those around 

	   us, and think through our lives. Is there anyone that you need to forgive?


-Now, if you’ve thought of someone, while I pray, you pray for courage to forgive that 

  person. Know that when you forgive that person it’s going to make your relationship with 

  God so much better and worshiping Him will come even easier. Forgiving others isn’t 

  easy, but it’s so worth it. 
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LIVE  
Application Activity

4. Pray  

WHAT YOU DO:  
-Circle up with your students.

-Open up the Prayer Journal to March 15th. 

-Ask your kids if they have any prayer requests and write down their prayer requests in the 

 journal.

-Remind your students that you will be praying a prayer of thanks at the end of the month 

 thanking God for all of the requests that He’s answered.   

-Lead your students in a prayer. Remember to pray for their prayer requests.   
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PRAY  
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