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It was a perfect spring day. It was a sun-shining, warm, picnic type 
weather day. 
I was probably around 12 years old. My family had a blanket spread 
out on the third base side line to watch my softball game. I was 
nervous, excited, hopeful to impress my family.  
 
Somewhere in the game it was my turn to bat again...  
“Please let me get a good hit, Lord,” I thought. 
Pitch one: strike. “It’s okay, not my pitch.”  
Pitch two: ball. “Get that junk out of here!”  
Pitch three: swing and a miss. “It’s okay, calm down, you can do this.”  
Pitch four: coming straight down the pipeline, swing! It caused the 
most beautiful *TING* I’ve ever heard. “Run!” 
I make my way down the first base line as fast as I can. I was pumped! 
A good hit… it might even be a homerun! As I turned first base, I 
leaned forward just a little too much, and combined with the 
momentum, I could feel myself falling forward. I tripped. I laid face 
down in between first and second base. Embarrassed. Frustrated. I got 
up and kept running. Turned second and headed to third base.  As I 
approached third where my coach was cheering me on, he ushered me 
to stay there. 
 
Eventually, I ended up back on my team's sideline. I wondered if my 
family saw it; I bet they’re proud! Then someone said something that 
would haunt me for years to come. “Nice hit! If you hadn’t tripped, it 
could’ve been a homerun.”  
 
All I heard was “Close, but not good enough.” 
 
That thought plagued my teenage years, and I felt like it was the 
theme of my life. Almost, but not quite. Close, but no cigar. Maybe if 
you didn’t mess up. You’re not good enough. If you were thinner. 
Faster. Better. Smarter.  
 
Do you ever feel like that? Like you’re so close, but you messed up. 
God’s plan is perfect, He can’t use a screwup like me?  



 
 

 
We literally cast lots to see which women in Jesus’ genealogy we 
would write about. The common response was, “Please not Tamar.”  I 
thought I didn’t care which woman I got, until I got Tamar. I was less 
than thrilled. You may ask, “Why?” It’s because her story is weird. She 
doesn’t seem like “the good guy” or hero. In her story, she comes off 
manipulative and deceptive. Not really the motivational character to 
inspire others to be like.  
 
Alas, like so many of us, Tamar is not perfect, but that doesn’t mean 
God didn’t have big plans for her life. The era norms and culture play a 
role in Tamar’s story. Women were not usually included in genealogies 
in that time and culture. When studying, I have learned the who, 
what, when, where, and why are often very important. Matthew 
wanted us to know that Tamar is included in the lineage of Jesus, not 
just Judah, but why? Matthew didn’t mention Abraham, Isaac, or 
Jacob’s wives, so why Tamar? Out of all the women in Jesus’s lineage. 
Why highlight Tamar?  
 
Tamar didn’t even have a good testimonial resume. She was a Gentile 
by birth and widowed twice.  Deceived Judah (after being deceived by 
Judah). Posed as a prostitute. She doesn’t seem like much of an all-star 
to be featured in Jesus’ genealogy.  
 
I think, in some regards, it is another example of God using the 
seemingly insignificant moments and people to do amazing things. In 
the lineup, He chose the little shepherd boy.  A slingshot against a 
giant. Five loaves and two fish. Jesus Himself didn’t come as a king, 
but as a common man. He chose uneducated fishermen and tent 
makers as disciples. His triumphant victory was death on a cross.  God 
has mastered the art of taking our shrapnel of broken pieces and 
creating a beautiful tapestry. He takes what little we have and 
multiples it into an abundance.  
 
If you have felt insignificant… 
If you’ve ever felt like your resume in life is unworthy… 
 If society and culture has deemed that you are low on the totem pole… 
 If your skill set is found wanting...   
If you don’t feel like a hero...  
If you’ve taken inventory and it is not enough… 
  

 



 
 

If you look around and think, “Why me?” 
Then you’re probably in just the right spot. 

 
Honestly, at first glance it doesn’t look good – but you are positioned 
for a miracle. God loves creating beauty from brokenness. He loves 
taking dirty and sin-filled testimonies, and re-writing victorious love 
stories out of them. He loves using the weak things in the world to put 
to shame the strong. It’s not just what He does, it’s who He is. He is 
able. He is the Redeemer, He is a Miracle worker, a multiplier, and the 
Way maker. We bring what little brokenness we have to offer, and He 
creates something significant, something beautiful; a story worth 
sharing.  
 
Just like God brought salvation literally through Tamar; He wants to 
bring salvation to others through you. Regardless of how unworthy 
we feel; our resume, our past, our inventory, or how circumstances 
look on the outside, He wants to add you to someone’s lineage. You are 
significant. He chose you.  
 
I saw a neat quote online that read: “Anyone can look at an apple and 
count the seeds, but only God can look at a seed and count the 
apples.”* 
 
When you look at your life, you might only see a few seeds. However, 
the Lord sees all that could be and will be if you give him those seeds to 
plant. 
 
What areas are you holding back because you’ve deemed it not enough? 
Imagine what could come from your obedience! We need to stop 
limiting what God can do with what we have and who we are. We 
need to stop deciding what is “enough” and let Him move.  
 
I started with the internal question “Why Tamar?” I end with “...but 
God.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

*https://joemckeever.com/wp/god-loves-to-use-the-small-things/ 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sam is 33, the second oldest of seven children, and was homeschooled until 

college. After a few years in the workforce she moved to New Zealand to 
complete a YWAM DTS (Youth With a Mission Discipleship Training 

School).  Her passion for ministry and missions led her to spend several 
months on the mission field in four continents. 

 
Three years ago she was diagnosed with a brain tumor. Two years of 

surgeries and complications have resulted in physical disabilities. However, 
she remains thankful and excited to see how God will use that testimony to 

glorify Himself. 
 

She is an Enneagram type 1, therefore honest and forthright, and she always 
fights for what she believes. Most of all she loves Jesus, candy, event 
planning, and people as she strives to be intentional in relationships. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Tamar  
Weekly SOAP Plan 

 
Monday 
Reading - Genesis 38:1–14 
SOAP - Genesis 38:13–14 

- Have you ever felt insufficient? In what way/area of life? (Be as 
specific as possible) 

 
Tuesday  
Reading- Genesis 38:12-30 
SOAP - Genesis 38:26 

- Tell us about an instance in your life that God multiplied or provided 
for you in a big way. 

 
Wednesday  
Reading - Ruth 4:18–22, Matthew 1:1-3, 17 
SOAP - Matthew 1:17 

- Tamar is listed in the very third verse of the genealogy of Jesus: 14 
generations! Think on your past and what you hope for as you pray for 
future generations that come from your family.  

 
Thursday  
Reading - 1 Corinthians 1:27 
SOAP - 1 Corinthians 1:27 

- Strength and weakness in God’s economy are backwards from the 
world. How can God be glorified through your weaknesses? 

 
Friday  
Reading - Zechariah 4:10 
SOAP - Zechariah 4:10 

- What in your life right now looks like something small, but could be 
used by God for something bigger in your future? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


