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I remember the bright colors, the festive decor, the sounds of children 
and chickens; the smell of amazing food. Trips to the markets in 
Mexico were highly anticipated when visiting my grandparents in El 
Paso, TX. Literally just across the bridge was the bustling city of 
Juarez Mexico. By the time we arrived, the day was in full swing and 
the second our feet entered the market we were surrounded by 
vendors ready to sell us their goods. We were welcome to buy 
whatever they had - even if it wasn’t for sale.  
 
Most likely, this was not what Ruth experienced when she returned 
with her mother-in-law Naomi to her native country after the deaths 
of both of their husbands. Ruth, one of the favorites of women 
everywhere. A modern symbol of courage, hope and determination - 
not welcomed because she was a Moabite. 
 
Though technically of the same ethnic stock as the Israelites, Moabites 
(descendants of Lot, the nephew of Abraham) were considered an 
enemy of Israel. Why Naomi's husband, Elimelech, chose this nation to 
relocate in the midst of a famine, is a mystery. 
 
Naomi and Ruth returned to Judah with nothing. Only brokenness, 
loss and sadness accompanied them on their journey. 
 
Have you ever been in that place? A place where there is only 
brokenness in the space reserved for hope and happiness. 
 
It's interesting that Ruth and Naomi returned to Bethlehem at the 
beginning of the barley harvest - a time of celebration and feasting. 
Today, the Jewish people read the book of Ruth at the beginning of 
Shavuot to celebrate the acceptance of the Torah. A celebration of the 
"Fire of New Identity". Shavuot was a time to offer one's old self to 
God proclaiming the need of renewal of instruction in one's life.  
 
It's also intriguing that Ruth ends up in Boaz's field to glean as he was 
not only family, but the son of Rahab, the foreigner and harlot (the 
same Rahab that saved the Israelite spies in Jericho - you can find that 



story in Joshua 5). Two people with different backgrounds, yet oddly 
similar, find redemption and acceptance during the celebration of 
harvest. How perfectly fitting.  
 
A foreigner and a man whose mother was a foreigner with a 
questionable past, joined together during a celebration of new 
identity. Ruth soon gives birth to Obed - the grandfather of King 
David. In spite of the scandalous details of their lives, they are key 
people in the lineage of Christ.  
 
We are all individually aware of the details in our lives that don’t 
make us proud of choices we’ve made. Mistakes, bad decisions, terrible 
relationships, abuse, the temptation to run after anything that looked 
or felt like love. 
 
The list could be endless.  
 
The scars may be deep.  
 
The shame heavy. 
 
Ruth’s story doesn't end with all the things that should have kept 
them from being accepted. There’s no focus on all that was against 
them being redeemed, children of God. In fact, most of the story 
focuses on the amazing redemptive power that was extended to Ruth 
by a man that had experienced that very redemption for himself.  
 
Reading the book of Ruth, we don't find an emphasis on major 
miracles. There’s no story of water being divided so people can walk 
on dry land, blind eyes opened or leprosy healed. No angelic beings; no 
epiphanies or visions. Actually, God isn't mentioned much at all. But 
He's there, in the gathering of the grain, through the celebration of the 
harvest, in the midst of the unfortunate circumstances of life; woven 
through every detail, the providential moments, the quiet and the 
ordinary.  
 
When the evidence looked like a messy assortment of bad luck and 
terrible choices, God was there; behind the scenes moving, drawing, 
setting the stage for redemption.  
 

Redemption for all humanity.  
Offering all of us a new identity. 



 
Maybe right now you’re trudging through the ordinary and the quiet, 
but looking for the miracles. Perhaps you've been asking, praying, 
maybe even begging God to do the miraculous and you just don't see it. 
 
My friend, I pray that today Jesus meets you in the ordinary, in the 
quiet; in the mess or the chaos to reassure you that even though you 
don't see the bold and miraculous, He's in the details. He's moving in 
ways you aren't aware, weaving together the small, seemingly 
insignificant details of your story. Revealing to you who you are in 
Him and giving you an identity that is sure and steady. 
 
You are seen.  
 
You are known. 
 
You are loved.  
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Ruth 
Weekly SOAP Plan 

 

Monday 
Reading - Ruth 1 :16 - 18 
SOAP - Ruth 1:18 

- There will be times that we make decisions because we are being led in 
a specific direction that others won’t understand. Have you ever made 
a decision that you knew was right even when others questioned your 
decision? What was the evidence that propelled you forward in your 
decision? 

 
 
Tuesday 
Reading - Ruth 2:11-12 
SOAP - Ruth 2:11-12 

- In those moments of decision, maybe it was family members who 
misunderstood or a close friend. Possibly it was the person you 
thought you were supposed to spend the rest of your life with. How 
did God redeem that decision and if this is still being walked out what 
are areas that you see Him working? 

 
 
Wednesday 
Reading - Ruth 3: 8-13 
SOAP - Ruth 3:10-11 

- Think of some areas where you have been faithful even when 
circumstance could have caused you to slack off. How did God show 
up in those times of difficulty? What are some ways that he gave you 
an extraordinary strength as you carried out the ordinary and 
mundane? Are there areas in your life now where you feel the 
temptation to be less than what you know God has called you to?  

  
 

Thursday 
Reading - Ruth 4:9-10,13, 21-22 
SOAP - Ruth 4:21-22 

- We all have blessings and provisions we can point to in our lives as 
followers of Jesus. What are some blessings or fruit that came from 
your faithfulness that may have taken some time to come to fruition, 
but when it happened you knew it was a direct result of your 
commitment to Jesus through the hard, uncertain times? 

 



  
Friday  
Reading - Matthew 1:5, 1:16, 17, Matthew 2:6 
SOAP - Matthew 1:16,17 

- Think of your own lineage. The good, the bad, the embarrassing, the 
pillars, the slackers….all of them. Looking back at your family tree 
may not call out pride and confidence in those who gave you your 
DNA, but they are all part of the big picture. Maybe it’s messy, ugly 
and raw or perhaps it’s been perfection up until now. Whatever it 
looks like, as you read the lineage of Christ, think on your own 
lineage. How has God revealed Himself through you and/or your 
family? 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


