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This has been an incredible study! The themes have been consistent 
throughout, and they’re so encouraging to us today. God loves and 
uses ordinary women for extraordinary things. What’s one other thing 
all of these women had in common? They all lived their ordinary lives, 
having no clue that they were a part of a larger story. 
 
We live in a world that is different than any other time in history. You 
can share as much of your life as you want with people that you don’t 
even know through social media. Pictures of your kids, your house, 
your breakfast - or your deepest thoughts and desires. There are no 
boundaries and really no guidelines.  
 
In a world of connection, we’ve lost the idea of doing big things 
without being noticed or recognized. 
 
Mary is a massively important character in the Bible - yet her life 
embodies this idea. Mary was a young girl whom God chose to mother 
the Messiah; the Savior of the world. In one of the craziest miracles in 
history, she conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, all because she 
said, “Yes.”  How amazing is it that God would use a completely 
unprepared mother to have one of the most important roles in our 
salvation story? Wrapped up in Mary’s story, we can find so many 
themes to apply to our life. She was obedient. She was young and 
unprepared. She was faced with challenges way beyond her capability 
or experience. 
 
However, there are two times in the Bible where the writer described 
something that Mary did, and it always catches my eye and grabs my 
attention.  
 
You’re going to read it this week in your SOAPs, but I’ll give you a 
little sneak peek here. They are in the same chapter, but you can see 
the theme of this throughout the New Testament. 
 
In both Luke 2:19 and Luke 2:51, we read: “But Mary treasured up all 
these things and pondered them in her heart.” 



 
This little sentence thrown into the birth story of Jesus Christ is 
massive. The first time it’s mentioned is when the angels and the 
shepherds come to see Jesus, and then they leave them to spread the 
word about what they had seen. 
 
Basically, the story went viral. 
 
Mary had the biggest news of all time - and she sat back. Instead of 
leaning into significance and importance, Mary leaned into obscurity. 
In this moment in time, she is probably the most significant and 
influential human alive. She’s been given the task of raising the 
Messiah. But she remained quiet and present in the moment. She let 
her heart be led by her God. 
 
The second time this sentence appears is later on in the same chapter, 
after Jesus had grown into a child. And like any normal mom, Jesus 
was lost. Mary had lost Jesus for three days. Listen, ladies, if you feel 
like a bad mom sometimes - read Luke 2 every once and a while.  
 
Once she found Jesus, what happened? She didn’t post a picture of 
Jesus with the #thatsmykid - preaching to the religious leaders. She 
treasured. Pondered. Remained present. 
 
I want this to be a theme throughout my life, don’t you? We often 
don’t see the themes and patterns evolving throughout our lives 
because we’re living in them! But Mary never fought for the attention. 
She was a faithful wife and a loving mother. In all things, she said yes 
to whatever God asked of her. 
 
Mary never fought for her place in the spotlight, but Jesus put her 
there, anyway. Because of her humility and obedience, she was 
treasured by the Son of God. Even in His last, dying moments, she was 
on His mind.  
 
Can I tell you the truth today? Mary wasn’t the only one on His mind. 
So were you. And you are now, too. Don’t believe the lies of the world 
that tell you to push harder to be seen.  

 
You are seen, known and loved by the only One who 

truly matters. 
 



Where could God be calling you to step back, treasure and ponder? 
What areas of your life have you been seeking approval or affirmation 
from people whose opinions don’t truly matter?  
 
We don’t need to be loud to make our stories known. Our faith needs 
to be bold, absolutely. We need to point people to Jesus. But let’s take 
some lessons from Mary this week and instead of thinking out loud or 
on our phones - let’s practice pondering in our hearts.  
 
“Make it your goal to live a quiet life, minding your business and working with your hands, 

just as we instructed you before.”  
1 Thessalonians 4:11 
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Mary 
Weekly SOAP Plan 

 
 
MONDAY   
Reading - Luke 2:15-20 
SOAP - Luke 2:19 

- Put yourself in Mary’s shoes in this story. What do you think your gut 
reaction would be if it were you? 

TUESDAY  
Reading - Luke 2:41-52 
SOAP - Luke 2:51 

- What do you think Mary was pondering and treasuring in her heart? 
How does her reaction differ from what yours might have been if you 
were in her situation? 

 
WEDNESDAY  
Reading - John 19:25-27 
SOAP - John 19:26-27 

- How does it make you feel that Jesus paid attention to His mother 
right before He died? What did it say about their relationship? 

 

THURSDAY  
Reading - 1 Peter 3:3-6 
SOAP - 1 Peter 3:3-4 

- Is it ever difficult for you not to worry about what you look like on 
the outside? What does a gentle and quiet spirit look like to you? 

 
FRIDAY   
Reading - 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 
SOAP - 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 

- What kind of things pull you away from living a quiet life? How can 
you change that? 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 


