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How to prepare 

1. Go to myfreedom.org/kidsleaders to do the following:

1. Read through K-2nd small group leader guide several times throughout the week to familiarize yourself 

with what to say, how long it should take, and the order of activities.

2. Read today’s Bible Story in the Bible.  

3. Preview the worship songs and get familiar with the motions for this weekend.


2. Arrive on time to tag in briefly with the team, gather your materials, and connect with early arrivers.

3. Teach kids about God’s Word with energy!


WHAT YOU NEED (provided for you):

- Markers

- Ways to Love Activity Pages (1 sheet per kid)

- Large hearts cut out of colored cardstock (4 per group)

- Poster Board (1 per group per gathering)

                                 


BOTTOM LINE 
Love God by loving others.

LIFE APP 
Love—Showing others how 

much they matter to you.

MEMORY VERSE 
Here is what love is. It is not 

that we loved God. It is that he 
loved us and sent his Song to 
give his life to pay for our sins. 

- 1 John 4:10 NIrV

BIBLE STORY 
L-O-V-E


Greatest Commandment

Matthew 22:34-40 

Reference Card An outline of what you are leading today. 
1. apply  
What you do: Have the kids color a “Way To Love” activity page, and use them to 
have them recite the bottom line when you call out their picture.


2. Memorize 
What you do: Using the hearts from Apply, have the kids go from heart to heart, 
repeating phrases from today’s verse as they travel. 

3. pray 
What you do: Listen to the prayer requests and pray over your group. Remember the 
requests or write them down to pray over during the week.


4. Home 
What you do: Give each kid a lollipop bag and follow the activity described. After 
everyone is picked up, follow the Post-Gathering Checklist to clean and prepare for 
the next gathering or end of day.


 
 

 

http://myfreedom.org/kidsleaders
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WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Pass out the Ways to Love Activity Pages & crayons/markers for kids to color. There are two of each page 

- so you will most likely have some kids who have the same page - that is okay!

2) As they’re coloring, tape three or four large hearts on the floor in the center of your Small Group area.

3) Ask: What do you see in the picture you’re coloring? Is the person in the picture showing love? How? (Take a 

few responses)

4) Once most kids have finished coloring, invite the kids to stand outside one of the hearts. Encourage them to 

spread out so you have only a few kids per heart.

5) Select one picture from the below list: 


1) Bandaid picture; Basketball picture; High-Five picture; Sandbox picture; Soccer picture; Baby picture; 
Lunch Bag picture; Book Picture


6) Direct all of the kids holding that picture to step into the heart, hold the picture in front of them, and repeat 
the Bottom Line together: Love God by loving others


7)  Repeat with the remaining pictures.

8) Leave the tape hearts on the floor for the Memorize activity.


WHAT YOU SAY:  “These are just a few examples of ways we can show love! But there are SO many more. Every 
day, we have lots of opportunities to love God by loving others. We can be kind to someone even when don’t feel 
like being kind. We can let someone go before us when we want to be first. We can encourage someone having a 
bad day, or just give a hug or a high-five. Remember, you LOVE God by showing others how much they matter to 
you. So let’s make sure to love God by loving others this week!” 


WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Look up the memory verse on your small group guide card, and read out loud to the kids.

2) Have the kids gather around the hearts, three or four kids per heart.

3) Encourage the kids to jump to a new heart for each verse phrase below, moving clockwise so that the kids 

don’t run into each other!

4) Verse phrases (NIrV):


1) “This is love.

2) Not that we loved God.

3) But that He loved us and sent His Son

4) As an atoning sacrifice for our sins.”

5) 1 John 4:10


5) Repeat two or three times until the kids can say the verse.

6) *Challenge: Change up the way the kids go from heart-to-heart when they finish the verse the first time (e.g. 

crab walk, tip-toe, skipping, etc.)


WHAT YOU SAY:   “How do we know what love is? Because God sent us Jesus! And Jesus told us that the 
number one thing we can do is what? (Pause.) Love! That’s right. That’s the most important thing we can do. 
God loved us and sent us Jesus. And we can share that love with others. So this week, when you have an 
opportunity, let’s choose to love God by loving others.” 

   




WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Circle up with your kids.

2) Ask your kids if they have any prayer requests. 

3) Lead your kids in a prayer. Remember to pray for their prayer requests as well as over your group.

4) Take prayer requests home with you to pray over during the week.
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WHAT YOU DO:  
1) Gather the kids to sit in a circle.

2) Lay the piece of Poster Board in the center of the circle.

3) Draw three columns on the paper and title them “HOME,” “SCHOOL,” and “SMALL GROUP.”

4) Ask the kids to name some rules they have at home and write their answers in abbreviated terms within that 

column. Then ask the kids to name some rules they must follow at school and write those in the second 
column.


5) After you fill in the first two columns, ask, “What might happen if you don’t follow these rules at home or at 
school?” (If the question is too broad, point to one rule and read it aloud, then ask, “What might happen if you 
don’t follow this rule?”)


6) In the last column, read “SMALL GROUP,” aloud to your kids.

7) ASK: “What are some rules that we should have for our Small Group time?”

8) Write their answers in the column.

9) Point to one of the rules and read it aloud for review then ask:


1) What happens if we follow this rule?

2) What happens if we don’t follow this rule?


 
 


