


Over the next 21 days, we will unite in prayer as a church, 
because prayer is the foundation for everything that we 
do. We believe in the vision that God has entrusted to us - 
a vision of people knowing God, finding freedom, 
discovering purpose, and making the difference they were 
created to make.

Each day we will ask God to create in us so that we can 
create opportunities for lives to be changed. By being 
led and sensitive to the Holy Spirit, families will have their 
stories redeemed. People will walk free from addictions. 
Students will discover purpose. Kids will fall in love with 
Jesus. Every life that God changes through Freedom 
Church in 2021 begins here with 21 Days of Prayer and 
Fasting.

What does God desire to create in your life that will 
unleash His power through you in ways you never 
imagined? What are you willing to lay aside to discover 
who He desires to be in your life?  

You are a vital part to what God is doing through 
Freedom Church. The investment of prayer and fasting 
you make the next 21 days is going to change everything 
for someone. You are going to be part of someone’s story 
of redemption, hope, healing, and freedom.

Praying with you,

Pastor Wade



TABLE O
F CO

N
TEN

TS

21 Days of Prayer and Fasting Guide

PAGE DATE    FOCUS   
2 Jan 3    Leveraging 21 Days
5 Jan 4    Created to Create
6 Jan 5    Create the Ability to See God Clearly
9 Jan 6    Create Faith
11 Jan 7    Create the Ability to See Ourselves Clearly 
13 Jan 8    Create Families that Follow God
16 Jan 9    Create the Ability to See the Calling in Others
17 Jan 10    Create the Desire to Listen
19 Jan 11    Create Unity
21 Jan 12    Create a Heart of Worship
24 Jan 13    Create Humility
26 Jan 14    Create Boldness
28     Story of Life Change
30 Jan 15    Create Repentant Hearts
32 Jan 16    Create a God First Mindset
34 Jan 17    Create an Abiding Love
36 Jan 18    Create Belief Without Seeing
38 Jan 19    Create the Willingness to Witness
40 Jan 20    Create Harmony in Our Homes
43     Story of Life Change
44 Jan 21    Create Us Anew in Christ
46 Jan 22    Create the Passion to Empower Others
47 Jan 23    Create the Foundation of Faith

Join the live prayer devotions at noon on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 

Resources are available at myfreedom.org/prayer



2

For the next 21 Days of Prayer and Fasting, we are going to align our 
hearts to God’s heart. Prayer is our connection to God. Fasting is our 
disconnecting from the distraction of the world. 
 
PRAYER 
We don’t have to follow a specific formula to talk with God, but practicing 
different ways to pray can help us find deeper purpose and connection to 
Him through our prayer time.

This guide is designed to give you several prayer prompts. Each day, you 
are provided with a scripture passage and worship song to use in your 
personal prayer time with God. Some days there will be a devotion from 
the scripture passage, other days there will be a scripted prayer to unite 
all of us, and on Tuesdays and Thursdays you can join us online for a live 
prayer devotion at noon.

To get started, choose the day of 21 
Days. As you pray, focus on the heart 
of the scripture, giving yourself time to 
pray intentionally. If your mind wanders, 
use the scripture to restore your focus. 
Use the worship song, by clicking on 
the song image, to end your prayer 
time in praise of all you believe God is 
doing and will do in your life.

The goal of using this guide is not to 
add pressure or overwhelm you. The 
goal is simply to get comfortable with prayer and for your prayer life to 
become more natural, effective, and enjoyable. To make your prayer time 
even more meaningful, you can write notes and prayer requests. The most 
important step is committing to regularly entering God’s presence through 
prayer.

The heart of this guide is to help you find a new level of purpose, 
effectiveness, and enjoyment in your prayer life. While prayer takes 
commitment and can require discipline to develop into a daily habit, we 
also want to remember that it’s a “get to” not a “got to.” It’s a privilege to 
be able to come to God in prayer.

Join the live 
prayer devotions 
on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays at noon. 
 

ONLINE CAMPUS 
FACEBOOK 
YOUTUBE
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FASTING 
The goal of fasting is to draw nearer to God. Biblical fasting always has to do 
with eliminating distractions for a spiritual purpose; it hits the reset button of 
our soul and renews us from the inside out. It also enables us to celebrate the 
goodness and mercy of God and prepares our hearts for all the good things God 
desires to bring into our lives. Remember, your personal fast should present a 
level of challenge, but it is very important to know your body, your options, and, 
most importantly, to seek God in prayer and follow what the Holy Spirit leads 
you to do.
 
Complete Fast
In this type of fast, you drink only liquids, typically water with light juices as an 
option.
 
Selective Fast
This type of fast involves removing certain elements from your diet. One 
example of a selective fast is the Daniel Fast, 
during which you remove meat, sweets, and 
bread from your diet and consume water and 
juice for fluids and fruits and vegetables for 
food.
 
Partial Fast
This fast is sometimes called the “Jewish Fast” and involves abstaining from 
eating any type of food in the morning and afternoon. This can either correlate 
to specific times of the day, such as 6:00 am to 3:00 pm, or from sunup to 
sundown.
 
Soul Fast
This fast is a great option if you do not have much experience fasting food, have 
health issues that prevent you from fasting food, or if you wish to refocus certain 
areas of your life that are out of balance. For example, you might choose to stop 
using social media or watching television for the duration of the fast and then 
carefully bring that element back into your life in healthy doses at the conclusion 
of the fast.

Which type of fast 
do you feel the 

Holy Spirit leading 
you to do?
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
Create in me a pure heart, God, and make my spirit right again. Do not send 
me away from you or take your Holy Spirit away from me. Give me back the 
joy of your salvation. Keep me strong by giving me a willing spirit. Then I will 
teach your ways to those who do wrong, and sinners will turn back to you. God, 
save me from the guilt of murder, God of my salvation, and I will sing about 
your goodness. Lord, let me speak so I may praise you. You are not pleased by 
sacrifices, or I would give them. You don’t want burnt offerings. The sacrifice 
God wants is a broken spirit. God, you will not reject a heart that is broken and 
sorry for sin. 

PSALM 51:10-17 NCV
 
On this first day of our prayer and fastng journey, we pray this audacious prayer 
of King David. With authentic vulnerability we open our lives to the will and 
guidance of our Heavenly Father. We believe that all He truly desires is the 
sacrifice of our surrendered heart.  
 

CREATE YOUR PLAN FOR 21 DAYS 
1. Decide on the time of day for prayer. 
2. Determine your place for prayer. 
3. Dedicate to a type of fast. 
 

Click on the 
worship songs to 
play the YouTube 

video.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRUM70CPYls
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE
Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so 
that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over 
the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move 
along the ground.’ So God created mankind in his own image, in the 
image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God 
blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the 
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky 
and over every living creature that moves on the ground.’”

GENESIS 1:26-28 NLT

DEVOTION [NATHANIEL GARRISON, BEL AIR CAMPUS]
God created us in His image. Now, don’t think that this means that we 
just look like Him. This verse is not that shallow. When God created us, 
He put things inside of us that are so 
much like Him - things like love for 
people, childlike faith, and our desire 
to create. Our Heavenly Father is an 
amazing creator, and we were created 
in His image, which means that we 
were created to create. We were 
created to create peace, to create art, 
to create environments where people 
can come and experience acceptance and the love of God.

And I am sure that you have felt it. That feeling of accomplishment when 
you’ve created something. There is a feeling of joy that overwhelms you 
when you’ve finished a project. There is a specific type of energy that 
only comes from creating something. This is because we were designed 
to operate in the space of creating. Regardless if you consider yourself 
a “creative”, you were put on this planet with an innate ability to create. 
Whether that’s creating systems, art, or creating a space for people to feel 
loved.  We were all created to create.

CREATED TO CREATE 
1. What do you enjoy creating?
2. How are you allowing God to use 
your creative ability?
3. Pray for Sunday Gatherings.

We were created to create 
peace, to create art, to 
create environments 

where people can come 
and experience acceptance 

and the love of God.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GfVd5x9W1Xc
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his wife heard 
the LORD God walking about in the garden. So they hid from the LORD 
God among the trees. Then the LORD God called to the man, “Where are 
you?” 
 
He replied, “I heard you walking in the garden, so I hid. I was afraid because 
I was naked.”  
 
“Who told you that you were naked?” the LORD God asked. “Have you 
eaten from the tree whose fruit I commanded you not to eat?”  
 
The man replied, “It was the woman you gave me who gave me the fruit, 
and I ate it.”  
 
Then the LORD God asked the woman, “What have you done?”  
 
“The serpent deceived me,” she replied. “That’s why I ate it.”  
 
Then the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 
you are cursed more than all animals, domestic and wild. You will crawl on 
your belly, groveling in the dust as long as you live. And I will cause hostility 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring. 
He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”  
 
Then he said to the woman, “I will sharpen the pain of your pregnancy, and 
in pain you will give birth. And you will desire to control your husband, but 
he will rule over you.”  
 
And to the man he said, “Since you listened to your wife and ate from the 
tree whose fruit I commanded you not to eat, the ground is cursed because 
of you. All your life you will struggle to scratch a living from it.  It will grow 
thorns and thistles for you, though you will eat of its grains. By the sweat 
of your brow will you have food to eat until you return to the ground from 
which you were made. For you were made from dust, and to dust you will 
return.”

GENESIS 3:8-19 NLT
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CREATED TO CREATE 
1. In prayer, share with God how you see Him. 
2. Speak God’s names out loud.
3. Pray for Freedom Groups and the Freedom Conference. 
 
 
God loves when we worship Him, and there is power in His name. Here is a list of 
some of His names to help us worship Him specifically and personally:

God is Righteousness – He makes us clean
God is Sanctifier – He has called us and set us apart
God is Healer – He heals all our diseases
God is Banner of Victory – He defeated our enemies
God is Shepherd – He speaks to us and leads us
God is Peace – He is our peace in every storm
God is Provider – He supplies all of our needs

 
The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into it and is 
safe.

PROVERBS 18:10 ESV
 
When we proclaim who He is, we not only worship Him, but we also remind 
ourselves how powerful and great our God is.
 
PRAYER:
“God, I am in awe of You. Your name is a strong tower, a place of protection and 
safety for me. I praise You as my Healer, my Shepherd, and my Banner of Victory. 
You are my Peace, my Provider, my Righteousness, and my Sanctifier. Your name 
is great, and I worship You.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nQWFzMvCfLE


8

ONLINE CAMPUS

https://myfreedomchurch.online.church/
https://www.facebook.com/myfreedom.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdWzgUnO-w660U-LgNJsS5w
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
God told Abram: “Leave your country, your family, and your father’s home 
for a land that I will show you. I’ll make you a great nation and bless you. 
I’ll make you famous; you’ll be a blessing. I’ll bless those who bless you; 
those who curse you I’ll curse. All the families of the Earth will be blessed 
through you.”

GENESIS 12:1-3 MSG

PRAYER [EVAN CHASE, BEL AIR CAMPUS]
Father God we love You, and we come before You today to ask You to 
create in us faith. Faith to trust You, to follow You, and to move on, and 
at, Your Word. Lord, forgive us for growing comfortable in our homes, 
families, and churches. 

Forgive us for placing our faith in the things of this world. 

We choose today to be like Abraham who, at Your word and promise in 
Gen 12:1-3, dropped everything and followed You. Like it says in Romans 
4:20-21 NKJV, “He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, 
but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully 
convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform.” 
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We know that You, and You alone, are our provider and our provision. You, and 
You alone, are our strength and our victory. You’re the way maker, the promise 
keeper, and we know You’re always working. 

We ask for the Holy Spirit to birth in us a holy confidence, and an elevated 
expectation to see Your power at work in our lives. We choose today to give You 
praise in advance for the promises You have made to us, because we know that 
You always are faithful to keep them.

Today, we give up control.

Today, we give up the need to know the 
ending.

Today, we choose to walk by faith and not by 
sight.

Today, we choose faith over fear.

Today, we take You at Your promise.

Today, we take You at Your word.

Thank You for Your faithfulness Father. We love You. We trust You. In Jesus name, 
Amen.

CREATED TO CREATE 
1. Where is your next step of faith?
2. List the audacious prayers you are believing God will answer in 2021. 
3. Pray for those putting their faith in Jesus for the first time this year.

Forgive us for 
placing our faith in 
the things of this 

world. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9YexUJ2WHik
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
Moses was shepherding the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of 
Midian. He led the flock to the west end of the wilderness and came to 
the mountain of God, Horeb. The angel of God appeared to him in flames 
of fire blazing out of the middle of a bush. He looked. The bush was 
blazing away but it didn't burn up. Moses said, "What's going on here? I 
can't believe this! Amazing! Why doesn't the bush burn up?"  
 
God saw that he had stopped to look. God called to him from out of the 
bush, "Moses! Moses!" He said, "Yes? I'm right here!" God said, "Don't 
come any closer. Remove your sandals from your feet. You're standing 
on holy ground." Then he said, "I am the God of your father: The God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob." Moses hid his face, afraid 
to look at God. 

God said, "I've taken a good, long look at the affliction of my people 
in Egypt. I've heard their cries for deliverance from their slave masters; 
I know all about their pain.  And now I have come down to help them, 
pry them loose from the grip of Egypt, get them out of that country 
and bring them to a good land with wide-open spaces, a land lush with 
milk and honey, the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the 
Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite. "The Israelite cry for help has come 
to me, and I've seen for myself how cruelly they're being treated by the 
Egyptians. It's time for you to go back: I'm sending you to Pharaoh to 
bring my people, the People of Israel, out of Egypt." 

Moses answered God, "But why me? What makes you think that I could 
ever go to Pharaoh and lead the children of Israel out of Egypt?" 

"I'll be with you," God said. "And this will be the proof that I am the one 
who sent you: When you have brought my people out of Egypt, you will 
worship God right here at this very mountain."

EXODUS 3:1-12 MSG 

CREATED TO CREATE 
1. Are you asking, "But why me?"
2. Remind yourself of your life altering 
encounters with God.
3. Pray for those taking their next step 
in Growth Track this year.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEeCl1KyXiI
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ONLINE CAMPUS

https://myfreedomchurch.online.church/
https://www.facebook.com/myfreedom.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdWzgUnO-w660U-LgNJsS5w
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the
gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt 
and serve the LORD. But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, 
then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the 
gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, 
we will serve the LORD.“ 

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to 
serve other gods! It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and 
our parents up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery and performed 
those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey 
and among all the nations through which we traveled. And the LORD 
drove out before us all the nations including the Amorites, who lived in 
the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God."

JOSHUA 24:14-18 NIV 

DEVOTION [DOUG & ARLENE RESTRICK, BEL AIR CAMPUS]
A lesson I wish I had learned a bit early in my life was this: “For every 
choice I make, there is a consequence.” 

No doubt, that idea is probably common sense to you. But somehow, 
for me, many of my early choices in life were selfish, not thought out, 
foolhardy, or merely impulsive. My good decisions resulted in positive 
outcomes; my bad decisions... well, you understand. I have to admit that 
some of the best lessons I’ve learned in life, I’ve 
learned the hard way as a result of some not so 
good choices. 

This truth was all too familiar with Joshua. He knew the children of Israel 
struggled in making good choices under Moses’ leadership and, as a 
result, they, too, suffered the consequences of their decisions. 

As Moses’ successor, Joshua accepted the challenge and led the children 
of Israel in their conquest and entrusted them with the blessings of the 
Promised Land. As his death approached, Joshua called Israel together 
with a challenge to renew their covenant and confirm their willingness 
to serve the Lord. Like Moses, he offered them a choice: either serve the 
Lord or serve the gods of the surrounding nations.
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He assured them they would reap the consequences of their choice, which ever 
they would decide. But let there be no question as to Joshua’s personal decision, 
both for him and his household. “We will serve the Lord.”

Arlene and I were both blessed to have been raised in households where 
the phrase, “as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” was more that 
an implication; it was a mandate! Prayer and family devotions, faithful church 
attendance and honoring the Lord’s Day were ‘standard operating procedures’ in 

both of our homes. And we will forever be grateful 
for parents who prayed for us ... diligently. Today, 
we cherish the heritage of godly parents who were 
committed to Christ and who put God first.

When we began our own home together, we 
embraced the same priority that had been modeled 
for us in our upbringing. Christ was going to be the 
head of our home, too. As our children arrived, we 

recognized our responsibility to raise them in the discipline and counsel of God. 
But we were also tasked with guarding their hearts and protecting them from 
ungodly influences. We accepted the responsibility of making sure what went 
on in our home was honoring to God and we excluded activities that did not. As 
our kids grew older, we knew we could influence activities and actions within our 
home, but we were powerless to control our children’s feelings, their formation 
of beliefs and/or desires. Lovingly communicating with our kids, we lived out our 
dependence on God in front of them. Relying on the work of the Spirit of God to 
change their hearts was our greatest desire. 

Choosing to pursue 
God, though 

imperfect as we 
all are, is the most 

important choice we 
can make. 
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Parenting never has been easy for any of us. That’s why choosing to pursue God, 
though imperfect as we all are, is the most important choice we can make. Be 
encouraged to have the determination of Joshua ... “As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.” It will be the best choice you will ever make.

CREATED TO CREATE 
1. Pray as a family or with a group of friends. 
2. Invite accountability of supporting one another.
3. Pray for the families of Freedom Church. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_uLYfpgwP4
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
Deborah, the wife of Lappidoth, was a prophet who was judging Israel at 
that time. She would sit under the Palm of Deborah, between Ramah and 
Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites would go to her for 
judgment. One day she sent for Barak son of Abinoam, who lived in Kedesh 
in the land of Naphtali. She said to him, “This is what the LORD, the God of 
Israel, commands you: Call out 10,000 warriors from the tribes of Naphtali 
and Zebulun at Mount Tabor. And I will call out Sisera, commander of Jabin’s 
army, along with his chariots and warriors, to the Kishon River. There I will 
give you victory over him.”

JUDGES 4:4-7 NLT
 
God used Deborah, as He desires to use all of us, to see the potential and 
calling within others. We have the opportunity to  prayerfully speak words of 
life into others confirming our belief in them. 
 

PRAYER [BRITTANY REID, MIDDLE RIVER CAMPUS]
Thank you for the opportunity you give us to see and call out the callings 
you have placed in those around us. What a privilege it is to look at people 
exactly as you call them to be. We come to you today, humbly, and ask you 
to remove any seeds of insecurity and pride that would hinder this ability. 
We know that we need each other to reach the potential you have placed 
in us. Help us to have ears that would be sensitive to Your Spirit so that 
in times when you prompt us to call out a gifting or strength in someone, 
we would hear it. Help us to have eyes to see those in our circles as You 
see them. We ask that You also would give courage in those moments of 
prompting to help us to pass through anxiety that keeps us from calling it 
out. We know that Your word is true. So, whatever You speak to us, give 
us a spirit of boldness and confidence in Your spirit to say those things out 
loud. We ask that You would place a gift of exhortation in each of us to 
bless those around us. Thank You for not only placing a gift in us, but in the 
people we do life with. Thank You for this ability to see the calling in others. 

 
 
CREATED TO CREATE 
1. Call someone that has believed in you 
to thank them. 
2. Pray for the Dream Team of Freedom 
Church.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwQxZ8ofTCc
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
Meanwhile, the boy Samuel served the LORD by assisting Eli. Now in 
those days messages from the LORD were very rare, and visions were 
quite uncommon. 

One night Eli, who was almost blind by now, had gone to bed. The lamp 
of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was sleeping in the Tabernacle 
near the Ark of God. 

Suddenly the LORD called out, “Samuel!” “Yes?” Samuel replied. “What 
is it?” He got up and ran to Eli. “Here I am. Did you call me?” “I didn’t call 
you,” Eli replied. “Go back to bed.” So he did. 

Then the LORD called out again, “Samuel!” Again Samuel got up and 
went to Eli. “Here I am. Did you call me?” “I didn’t call you, my son,” Eli 
said. “Go back to bed.” Samuel did not yet know the LORD because he 
had never had a message from the LORD before. 

So the LORD called a third time, and once more Samuel got up and went 
to Eli. “Here I am. Did you call me?” Then Eli realized it was the LORD 
who was calling the boy. So he said to Samuel, “Go and lie down again, 
and if someone calls again, say, ‘Speak, LORD, your servant is listening.’” 

So Samuel went back to bed. And the LORD came and called as before, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel replied, “Speak, your servant is listening.” 

1 SAMUEL 3:1-10 NLT 

DEVOTION [JUDAH FINLEY, BEL AIR CAMPUS]
In 1 Samuel 3:1-10 the Lord calls out to Samuel in the night. Samuel 
mistakenly believes thevspeaker to be Eli and goes to him. After this 
is repeated twice more, Eli realizes God was speaking to Samuel. He 
tells Samuel to listen for the Lord and respond 
“Speak your servant is listening”.

Before I was born my father often spoke to me in 
the womb. My dad swears he will never forget, 
when I was born he called out my name and I 
stopped crying and looked at him. Both Samuel and I heard our fathers 
call out our names; Samuel our Heavenly Father and me my earthly father. 
We both heard our names many times before we responded.
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The first step 
in listening is 

to hear.
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But even Samuel, one of the greatest prophets ever, needed Eli’s guidance to 
recognize the voice of his Heavenly Father.

The Bible says God often speaks to us in a gentle voice, like a whisper. This is 
why it is so important to intentionally listen for the voice of God. The first step 
in listening is to hear. I suffer from minor hearing loss so it can be difficult for me 
to hear people. In order for me to better hear I make sure to remove as many 
distractions from around me, as I can. Then I turn my body and my attention to 
them.

To help us hear You God, I pray that You would create a desire in us to hear Your 
voice. Help us eliminate all distractions. May we face You and hear Your voice 
clearly. Amen.

Just like how Jesus spoke in parables the Lord's voice may be clear but you may 
not fully know what he means. We know that the disciples were often confused 
by the parables and they turned to Jesus for clarification. This is the second step 
of intentionally listening to God: responding. None of us are perfect and we may 
not understand what the Lord says when we first hear it. Samuel’s first responses 
to God's voice were to turn to Eli. Eli was able to confirm that Samuel was 
truly hearing the voice of the Lord. Eli then told him to respond in an obedient 
posture. Reaching out to his spiritual leaders was a crucial step in Samuel’s 
relationship with God. With Eli’s guidance Samuel readily responded to the Lord, 

and the Lord unveiled important news to him.

To help us obey You, I pray that You would create a 
desire in us to respond to You. Help us seek guidance 
and clarification like the disciples and Samuel. Teach us 

to respond to your voice as readily and obediently as Samuel. Amen.

Thank You God for helping us to listen intentionally for Your word. Thank You for 
helping us hear and respond to you as Samuel did. Thank You for the wisdom 
and discernment Your voice provides. 
 
CREATED TO CREATE 
1. Pick a place to be still and listen. 
2. Share with someone what God is 
speaking and determine how you can 
respond.
3. Pray for Freedom Kids and Kids Camp.

Create a desire 
in us to respond 

to You. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lN3_xofLhR8
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
One day Jonathan son of Saul said to his young armor-bearer, “Come, 
let’s go over to the Philistine outpost on the other side.” But he did 
not tell his father. Saul was staying on the outskirts of Gibeah under a 
pomegranate tree in Migron. With him were about six hundred men, 
among whom was Ahijah, who was wearing an ephod. He was a son of 
Ichabod’s brother Ahitub son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the LORD’s priest 
in Shiloh. No one was aware that Jonathan had left. On each side of the 
pass that Jonathan intended to cross to reach the Philistine outpost was 
a cliff; one was called Bozez and the other Seneh. One cliff stood to the 
north toward Mikmash, the other to the south toward Geba. Jonathan said 
to his young armor-bearer, “Come, let’s go over to the outpost of those 
uncircumcised men. Perhaps the LORD will act in our behalf. Nothing can 
hinder the LORD from saving, whether by many or by few.” 

“Do all that you have in mind,” his armor-bearer said. “Go ahead; I am 
with you heart and soul.” 

Jonathan said, “Come on, then; we will cross over toward them and let 
them see us. If they say to us, ‘Wait there until we come to you,’ we will 
stay where we are and not go up to them. But if they say, ‘Come up to us,’ 
we will climb up, because that will be our sign that the LORD has given 
them into our hands.” 

So both of them showed themselves to the Philistine outpost. “Look!” 
said the Philistines. “The Hebrews are crawling out of the holes they were 
hiding in.” The men of the outpost shouted to Jonathan and his armor-
bearer, “Come up to us and we’ll teach you a lesson.” So Jonathan said to 
his armor-bearer, “Climb up after me; the LORD has given them into the 
hand of Israel.” 

Jonathan climbed up, using his hands and feet, with his armor-bearer 
right behind him. The Philistines fell before Jonathan, and his armor-
bearer followed and killed behind him. In that first attack Jonathan and 
his armor-bearer killed some twenty men in an area of about half an acre. 
Then panic struck the whole army—those in the camp and field, and those 
in the outposts and raiding parties—and the ground shook. It was a panic 
sent by God. 

1 SAMUEL 14:1-15 NIV 
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PRAYER [KELVIN CHAVEZ, MIDDLE RIVER CAMPUS] 
Father, I come before You with gratitude and praise. I come with a grateful heart 
because You have demonstrated your grace and favor each and every day of 
my life. You are the God who always sees past my offenses and still stretches 
out Your hand to save me and pick me back up. Father, we are living in tough 
times, where society has caused division, where a virus has caused us to live 
in distances amongst our family and friends. Father, I pray that through these 
difficult times in which there has been physical distance, You don’t allow us to 
lose the Spirit of Unity. 

Let us look to You and ask for wisdom so that we may find ways to create and 
strengthen the Spirit of Unity amongst our love ones. That we may help create 
and reflect a Spirit of Unity amongst society and break all chains of division. You 
are a God that draws near. A God of Unity. Teach us to have the heart and Spirit 
of Jonathan’s armor-bearer. So that we may say to you, “Do all that you have in 
mind; I am with you heart and soul” (1 Sam. 14:7, NIV).

As the church, help us create and live in a Spirit of unity that is led by You. 
Jonathan was a man who was able to unite his thought with his armor-bearer, 
and both their faith in You and trust with each other led them to victory. Allow 
us to live what the Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian believers, “Strive for full 
restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God 
of love and peace will be with you” (2 Cor. 13:11, NIV). Let us be united as a
church so that You may live amongst us and we can receive Your love and peace. 
Amen. 
 
CREATED TO CREATE 
1. Join or lead a group. 
2. Ask others how you can battle with them in prayer.
3. Pray for unity in our nation, communities, and church.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YNd-PbVhnvA
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
On that day David gave to Asaph and his fellow Levites this song of 
thanksgiving to the LORD: 

Give thanks to the LORD and proclaim his greatness. Let the whole world 
know what he has done. Sing to him; yes, sing his praises. Tell everyone 
about his wonderful deeds. Exult in his holy name; rejoice, you who 
worship the LORD. Search for the LORD and for his strength; continually 
seek him. 

Remember the wonders he has performed, his miracles, and the rulings 
he has given, you children of his servant Israel, you descendants of Jacob, 
his chosen ones. He is the LORD our God. His justice is seen throughout 
the land. 

Remember his covenant forever— the commitment he made to a 
thousand generations. This is the covenant he made with Abraham and 
the oath he swore to Isaac. He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, and to 
the people of Israel as a never-ending covenant: “I will give you the land 
of Canaan as your special possession.” 

He said this when you were few in number, a tiny group of strangers in 
Canaan. They wandered from nation to nation, from one kingdom to 
another. Yet he did not let anyone oppress them. 

He warned kings on their behalf: “Do not touch my chosen people, and 
do not hurt my prophets.” Let the whole earth sing to the LORD! Each day 
proclaim the good news that he saves. Publish his glorious deeds among 
the nations. Tell everyone about the amazing things he does. Great is the 
LORD! He is most worthy of praise! He is to be feared above all gods. 

The gods of other nations are mere idols, but the LORD made the 
heavens!  Honor and majesty surround him; strength and joy fill his 
dwelling.  
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O nations of the world, recognize the LORD, recognize that the LORD is glorious 
and strong. Give to the LORD the glory he deserves! Bring your offering and 
come into his presence. Worship the LORD in all his holy splendor. 

Let all the earth tremble before him. The world stands firm and cannot be 
shaken. Let the heavens be glad, and the earth rejoice! Tell all the nations, “The 
LORD reigns!” Let the sea and everything in it shout his praise! Let the fields and 
their crops burst out with joy! Let the trees of the forest sing for joy before the 
LORD, for he is coming to judge the earth. 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever. 

Cry out, “Save us, O God of our salvation! Gather and rescue us from among the 
nations, so we can thank your holy name and rejoice and praise you.” 

Praise the LORD, the God of Israel, who lives from everlasting to everlasting! 
And all the people shouted “Amen!” and praised the LORD. 

1 CHRONICLES 16:7-36 NLT

 
CREATED TO CREATE 
1. Begin each day with worship music. 
2. Share your worship anthem with others.
3. Pray for the Worship and Production Teams of Freedom Church.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b23h_tNF8RE
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ONLINE CAMPUS

https://myfreedomchurch.online.church/
https://www.facebook.com/myfreedom.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdWzgUnO-w660U-LgNJsS5w
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
Solomon loved the LORD and followed all the decrees of his father, David, 
except that Solomon, too, offered sacrifices and burned incense at the local 
places of worship. The most important of these places of worship was at 
Gibeon, so the king went there and sacrificed 1,000 burnt offerings.  
 
That night the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream, and God said, 
“What do you want? Ask, and I will give it to you!” Solomon replied, “You 
showed great and faithful love to your servant my father, David, because he 
was honest and true and faithful to you. And you have continued to show 
this great and faithful love to him today by giving him a son to sit on his 
throne. “Now, O LORD my God, you have made me king instead of my 
father, David, but I am like a little child who doesn’t know his way around. 
And here I am in the midst of your own chosen people, a nation so great 
and numerous they cannot be counted! Give me an understanding heart 
so that I can govern your people well and know the difference between 
right and wrong. For who by himself is able to govern this great people of 
yours?” 

The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for wisdom. So God replied, 
“Because you have asked for wisdom in governing my people with justice 
and have not asked for a long life or wealth or the death of your enemies— 
I will give you what you asked for! I will give you a wise and understanding 
heart such as no one else has had or ever will have! And I will also give you 
what you did not ask for—riches and fame! No other king in all the world 
will be compared to you for the rest of your life! And if you follow me and 
obey my decrees and my commands as your father, David, did, I will give 
you a long life.” 

1 KINGS 3:3-14 NLT
 
 
DEVOTION [KATRINA MEISTERING, MIDDLE RIVER CAMPUS]
The movie Aladdin is one of my favorites. In this movie, when he rubs 
the lamp, Aladdin asks first to be made a king. Jafar asks to be made a 
powerful sultan. Riches and power, power and riches. That is what most 
people crave. Character and wisdom are second fiddle.

In 1 Timothy 6:10 Paul says, “For the love of money is the root of all evil: 
which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows.”
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Solomon saw that money and power were not the things that were going to 
bring true fulfillment. They were a means, and not an end. There was something 
far more important, and that was the ability to discern. He asked for Wisdom. 
And he got both. 

Jim Rohn, famous entrepreneur and speaker once said, “Set a goal to become 
a millionaire for what it makes of you to achieve 
it. Do it for the skills you have to learn and the 
person you have to become.”

You see, Paul did not say that money is evil, he 
said that the love of money is the root of all evil. It 
is who you become that is important. It is what your focus is. Is your focus selfish 
or selfless? Is your focus on things you cannot control or on things that you can? 
Is your focus on growing in the ways the Lord wants you to, or in the ways the 
world praises?

The truth is, Philippians says, “But my God shall supply all your need according 
to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Money will come. God’s supply will come. 
No where does the Bible say that he will provide us wisdom and discernment - 
that is something we must seek, that is something we must earn. And as we seek 
and find wisdom and discernment, often, God’s supply is guaranteed, and God 
will often bless us financially because we have shown that we have the wisdom 
to use it for HIS purposes instead of our own.

In the end, money is only good for the good it can do. Wisdom and discernment 
are required to make the right choices. God will reward our devotion to 
becoming more, our commitment to being better, because as we do so our 
heart aligns with him, our desires align with His. Wisdom always comes before 
wealth. Set a goal to achieve wisdom, and God will provide wealth in all the 
areas that are truly important.

CREATED TO CREATE 
1. Ask God for wisdom. 
2. Serve others. 
3. Pray for Freedom 252 and 
Freedom School of Ministry. 

Wisdom and 
discernment are 

required to make the 
right choices.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3QGaIx8URcY&list=RD3QGaIx8URcY&start_radio=1&t=31
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
The LORD took hold of me, and I was carried away by the Spirit of the 
LORD to a valley filled with bones. He led me all around among the bones 
that covered the valley floor. They were scattered everywhere across the 
ground and were completely dried out. Then he asked me, “Son of man, 
can these bones become living people again?” “O Sovereign LORD,” I 
replied, “you alone know the answer to that.” Then he said to me, “Speak 
a prophetic message to these bones and say, ‘Dry bones, listen to the word 
of the LORD ! This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Look! I am going to 
put breath into you and make you live again! I will put flesh and muscles on 
you and cover you with skin. I will put breath into you, and you will come to 
life. Then you will know that I am the LORD .’” So I spoke this message, just 
as he told me. Suddenly as I spoke, there was a rattling noise all across the 
valley. The bones of each body came together and attached themselves as 
complete skeletons. Then as I watched, muscles and flesh formed over the 
bones. Then skin formed to cover their bodies, but they still had no breath 
in them. Then he said to me, “Speak a prophetic message to the winds, son 
of man. Speak a prophetic message and say, ‘This is what the Sovereign 
LORD says: Come, O breath, from the four winds! Breathe into these dead 
bodies so they may live again.’” So I spoke the message as he commanded 
me, and breath came into their bodies. They all came to life and stood up 
on their feet—a great army.

EZEKIEL 37:1-10 NLT
 
 
CREATED TO CREATE 
1.  Write a list of dry areas in life that you believe God is bringing to the 
fullness of life. 
2. Pray for community groups, leaders, and coaches. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6BM5djhoLU
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ONLINE CAMPUS

https://myfreedomchurch.online.church/
https://www.facebook.com/myfreedom.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdWzgUnO-w660U-LgNJsS5w
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In April 2014, I was diagnosed with metastatic 
small cell carcinoma--cancer in my lungs and 
brain. I had symptoms, headaches and fatigue, 
but I ignored them. I took a Tylenol and went 
on with my day. However, one day in particular, 
I started slurring my speech. I drove myself 
to the emergency room where they originally 
thought I was having a stroke. However, after 
several tests, the emergency doctor found 
tumors in my lungs and brain. After I was 
admitted, the neurologist said that the tumor 
was too deep in my brain to operate. He 

told my family and I that my life would be short, only three months. I called 
my friend, a nurse who worked in a neurology unit, who moved me to that 
specific hospital where a surgeon agreed to operate. 

Long story short, I had two brain surgeries, chemotherapy every 21 days 
for over a year, and radiation in my lungs and brain. There were several 
complications-- aphasia (loss of ability to express/understand speech), my 
peripheral vision, and my ability to read and sing. I had to practice the 
names of my children through Facebook. Although I knew their faces, I had 
to practice how to say their names. My husband helped me learn to read 
road signs and menus, my mom took me to my speech and physical therapy 
appointments, my daughter counted my medication, my sister helped me 
with my will, and I planned my funeral.

I had a friend who introduced me to Way Of Life church where we joined a 
Freedom group. The ladies in that group prayed over me in a way that was 
so powerful, I will never forget it. I’ve felt the power of prayer and put all 
my hope in Jesus. He took the fear of death away and replaced it with His 
peace. It was not automatic-- I prayed, cried a ton, did some soul-searching, 
repentented, and went through counseling. Jesus saved me from the slimy pit 
and set me on a rock. He is still saving me! Although my doctors won’t say I 
am healed, I am 5 years cancer free. 

Without cancer, I would not have come to know Jesus. He has healed my soul 
and my spirit. I thank Him every day for life, miracles, and for sending angels 
my way (like my Freedom group). 
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He is our only hope in times of trouble. No matter how many times you feel 
like you’ve messed up, He’s looking for you to come back home. Trust Him. 
We all have miracles waiting-- Don’t ever give up on them. 

“For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that 
through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement 
they provide we might have hope. May the God who gives endurance and 
encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that 
Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

ROMANS 15:4-6 

We all have 
miracles 
waiting. 

Don’t ever 
give up on 

them.
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God, for your sins have brought you 
down. Bring your confessions, and return to the LORD . Say to him, 
“Forgive all our sins and graciously receive us, so that we may offer you 
our praises. Assyria cannot save us, nor can our warhorses. Never again 
will we say to the idols we have made, ‘You are our gods.’ No, in you 
alone do the orphans find mercy.” The LORD says, “Then I will heal you 
of your faithlessness; my love will know no bounds, for my anger will be 
gone forever. I will be to Israel like a refreshing dew from heaven. Israel will 
blossom like the lily; it will send roots deep into the soil like the cedars in 
Lebanon. Its branches will spread out like beautiful olive trees, as fragrant as 
the cedars of Lebanon. My people will again live under my shade. They will 
flourish like grain and blossom like grapevines. They will be as fragrant as 
the wines of Lebanon.

HOSEA 14:1-7 NLT
 
DEVOTION [SHILOH McCURRY, MIDDLE RIVER CAMPUS] 
The year is 786 B.C. King Jeroboam is reigning over the northern regions of 
Israel. A king quite the opposite of David, he was a man out to break God’s 
heart. Accused of being the King that caused Israel to turn Her back on God 
(1 Kings 13:26), Jeroboam had set in place a pagan priesthood and created 
golden calves for the people of Israel to worship. He’d done everything
in his power to ensure that Israel would forget the God who had redeemed 
Her. And up to this point, he was successful. The Isralelites had forsaken 
God. 

Enters the scene: Hosea.

The first of the Minor Prophets, Hosea was a faithful man of God. While his 
peers lead lives of scandal and sin, Hosea kept his attention fixed on the 
Lord. At the start of the book of Hosea, God calls this steady, faithful man, to 
marry a prostitute. 

Hosea 1:2 says “When the Lord began to speak to Hosea, The Lord said 
to Hosea: ‘Go, take yourself a wife of harlotry...for the land has committed 
great harlotry by departing from the Lord.’” (NKJV).

Let that sink in. One of the very few people in Northern Israel to still be 
pursuing the Lord, and God calls him to marry a prostitute.
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As He continues to speak to Hosea, God paints the image of heartbreak. The 
same nation that He had loved and so beautifully redeemed, had turned Her 
back on Him. For 13 chapters, God described to Hosea the depth and weight of 
Israel's betrayal. As Hosea began to love and pursue his bride, she kept turning 
her back on him, retreating to her life of promiscuity, unable to accept a love 
different from what she had known. And yet, his call was to love and pursue her.

It is in this context that we read today’s scripture. At the start of Chapter 14, 
God makes yet another promise to Israel. That despite her harlotry, despite her 
backsliding, He would heal, love and redeem Her.

How often, if we’re honest, are we tempted to be like Hosea’s Bride? Whether it’s 
because of fear, shame, or even the attraction of sin, we find ourselves tempted 
to run back to the familiarity of our old identity. To 
forget all that God has brought us through.

But as we read Hosea, and look at the kindness of 
our God, how can we not be moved to repentance? 
Even though at times we become so like the Israelites, worshiping the things 
of this world, God STILL offers us sweet intimacy with Him through Jesus. Even 
though we're not sure if Hosea’s wife ever left her old life, God gives us an image 
of an active relationship. One that is full of repentance, and never ending grace.

May we choose today and each day, to see and accept the love of our Heavenly 
Father, rather, than choose to return to past sin. True repentance is not what we 
have the strength to run from, but, Who we have the faith to turn to.

CREATED TO CREATE 
1. Ask God to reveal any places in your heart that need to be surrendered. 
2. Pray for the Easter gatherings of Freedom Church and those that will be 
experiencing the love of Jesus 
for the first time.
3. Pray for those that have 
allowed a lie to limit their 
relationship with God. 
 

God still offers us 
sweet intimacy with 
Him through Jesus.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U3Skc4MQlqU


32

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
The future glory of this Temple will be greater than its past glory, says the 
LORD of Heaven’s Armies. And in this place I will bring peace. I, the LORD 
of Heaven’s Armies, have spoken!”

HAGGAI 2:9 NLT

DEVOTION [DAVID RINARD, RISING SUN CAMPUS] 
Today, we get to look at a book that isn’t the most popular book in the 
Bible, however, it is one of the shortest. It only has two chapters and only 
takes up one or two pages in most Bibles. It is found in a section of the Bible 
called the Minor Prophets. They are called “minor,” not because they are 
less than, but simply because the books these prophets wrote are shorter 
in length. Today we look at the book of Haggai. You may not know Haggai, 
but, chances are, you know of some people that lived at the same time he 
did. Nehemiah, Ezra, and Zechariah are some of the names and people
that he would have known and it’s important to know that because of 
knowing when his book was written.

Haggai was written shortly after the Jewish people had been freed from a 
time in exile. Though they were excited to get home, after being away for 
70 years you can imagine the state that their home was in. Babylon had 
destroyed most everything. Nehemiah would lead them in rebuilding the 
wall, Ezra would help them rebuild their spiritual lives, and the people would 
begin rebuilding their homes. But what of 
God’s house—the Temple?

At the beginning of the book, we find out 
that things weren’t going so great. Even 
though the Jews have some awesome 
houses, crops weren’t growing as they should and in a farming culture, that’s 
no good. Haggai makes it simple, he shares that if the people would place 
God ahead of themselves and make building His house their priority, God 
would begin to bless them once again. How did they respond? Haggai 1:12 
says, “. . .the whole remnant of God’s people began to obey the message 
from the Lord their God.” They didn’t hesitate, they didn’t question; they 
obeyed and believed Haggai because they knew the character of God. 
They hadn’t seen their next harvest, they hadn’t experienced the blessing, 
but they began living as if it had already happened because of their heart of 
belief. God had brought them out of Egypt hundreds of years before, God 
had brought them out of Babylon when He said He would, and they knew 
Him as trustworthy.
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They began living 
as if it had already 

happened because of 
their heart of belief.
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Imagine if we had that same heart of belief. Imagine if when we read or heard
God’s Word we took it for what it said; no questions, no doubts, just belief and 
living as if it were really true. They continued to build, but the Temple wasn’t as 
beautiful as it had been, but that’s when God shared this: “The future glory of 
this Temple will be greater than its past glory, says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. 
And in this place I will bring peace.” (Haggai 2:9) Hearing His words, they 
continued to build. They had no idea that on their foundations is where Jesus, 
the Prince of Peace, would be brought after His birth or that on the very ground 
where they built is where Peter would receive the Holy Spirit and the Church 
would be born. Their heart of belief led to something so much greater than a 
good harvest.

Let’s ask God for a heart of belief. Let’s live as if we are truly forgiven (1 John
1:9; Psalm 103:12). Let’s live as if we are free (John 8:36). Let’s live from a place of
victory (John 16:33). Let’s live as though Jesus is with us (Matthew 28:20). No 
doubts, no questions. God, You spoke it, please create in us a heart to believe it.

CREATED TO CREATE 
1. Where is God inviting you to put Him first? 
2. Pray for the Middle River Outreach Center.
3. Pray for hearts of generosity. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KwX1f2gYKZ4
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me 
that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit 
he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the 
word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless 
you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in 
me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 
nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If 
you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and 
it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much 
fruit and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I 
loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide 
in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his 
love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be full."

JOHN 15:1-11 ESV

PRAYER [RACHAEL RESTRICK, BEL AIR CAMPUS] 
Jesus, forgive me for coming to you only when I need answers. Forgive me 
for the times I thought I could be something on my own.

Create in me an abiding love. Lord, you are the Provider of every good 
thing in my life. Keep me from looking anywhere else but You. Burn away in 
me anything that that isn’t a part of Your good plan for my life. You are what 
sustains me and fills me. This year, keep me connected to you, God. Convict 
my heart when I am searching for anything other than You. You are the vine, 
and I want to stay connected to you.

Leading into a new year, keep my heart soft and unoffended by You. I want 
to remain wherever You are. Help me not to be distracted by the things 
of this world that are temporary. You are my peace. You are steadfast. The 
amount of hurt and disappointment that surrounds us this year feels so big.
Give me the desire and the resolve to remain in You. You, the Author of my 
faith. You, the Sustainer of my life. I surrender to you and I will stop trying to 
create anything on my own. You are my source of life and creativity. Give me 
the desire to want nothing more than to remain in Your love. 
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I know that nothing else will satisfy; nothing else will produce growth in me.

Even on the days when I don’t feel much at all, I declare that You are my life. You 
are my Savior and my Father. I trust You. I will remain in You.

Thank you, Jesus. Amen.

CREATED TO CREATE 
1. Set aside an uninterruputed time with God today.
2. Pray for Freedom Women and the Freedom Women Event. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CJRtquktDeg
https://freedom.groupvitals.com/groupFinder?campus-check=&grouptype-check=0&lifestage-check=&groupmodel-check=&meetingtime-check=&meetingday-check=&childcare-check=&group-location-check=&campus%5B%5D=all&group-type%5B%5D=3457&meeting-time=all&meeting-location%5B%5D=all&meeting-day%5B%5D=all&child-care=all
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was not with 
the others when Jesus came. They told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But 
he replied, “I won’t believe it unless I see the nail wounds in his hands, put 
my fingers into them, and place my hand into the wound in his side.” Eight 
days later the disciples were together again, and this time Thomas was with 
them. The doors were locked; but suddenly, as before, Jesus was standing 
among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. Then he said to Thomas, “Put 
your finger here, and look at my hands. Put your hand into the wound in 
my side. Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!” “My Lord and my God!” 
Thomas exclaimed. Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you have 
seen me. Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.”

JOHN 20:24-29 NLT

DEVOTION [PATRICK CRUICKSHANK, BEL AIR CAMPUS] 
How do we believe, when we can’t see? We live in a natural world
where we can observe, feel, smell and taste all that’s around us.
Those sensations give us the reassurance that what we are
experiencing is real and not just a “pizza dream”. Therefore, every
part of our flesh wants to fight our spirit when we experience things
that we can’t believe, when we’re in the waiting of what we hope for.

But our God is a creator of miracles, which do not follow the rules of
our seeing and believing world.

In today’s devotional, we find ourselves reading about “Doubting
Thomas,” a disciple who found himself in the center of doubt
because he could not believe that Jesus had risen from the dead.
His words in summary were, “I will not believe unless I can touch
Jesus’s wounds.”

How often do we find ourselves in Thomas’s position, especially with
COVID tearing at our lives in many different angles? Maybe COVID is
the least of your problems. The truth is that throughout our lives we
all find ourselves, like Thomas, in the position of waiting from time to
time. Often, when what we are waiting does not come the way we
want or when we want, doubt sets in.
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However, we serve a God who always delivers. Maybe not in the way we thought 
or the time we wanted, but it’s always in the way we needed. We can see this 
in verse 27, God sends Jesus to calm Thomas’s doubts. He allows him to touch 
Jesus’s wounds. The funny part is that just like Thomas, we have all gotten to 
the end of our waiting. God has revealed the outcome, and we often end up 
embarrassed that we didn’t believe!

So back to our first question, how do we believe when we can’t see? It is not an 
easy battle against the flesh, but God wants us to see without believing. And I 
think our best tool is literally gratefulness.

Begin today with 5 minutes of prayer thanking God for his past provision. Thank 
him for today, the very breath in your lungs and the good and the “bad” that 
he turned to good in your past because it’s brought you where you are today. 
Even if that place is not the most ideal, thank Him that you are growing. I call 
this process the gratefulness cycle. If we are grateful and thank God for his past 
provision, then we remember that He is faithful. If we remember He is faithful 
then we have Hope, and if we have Hope then we can trust God in the process 
even when “we can’t see what He’s doing”. This hope will ultimately lead to joy 
because we no longer live in doubt, bitterness, and fear that He won’t provide.

Finally pray that God will continue to create belief without seeing in you because 
as this type of faith grows, we grow in boldness to pray the prayers that will 
move mountains without the fear that they won’t come to pass! Nothing is 
impossible with our God. It is my prayer that we can all rest assuredly on this 
today and all the days to come. Now, let’s step out today. Know that God will 
come through. Let miracles reign, Amen!

CREATED TO CREATE 
1. Create a list of gratitude to fuel your 
belief. 
2. Pray for Freedom Men and the 
Freedom Men Event. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LRuvuGf7Fpw
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go south down the desert 
road that runs from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he started out, and he met the 
treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under the Kandake, the 
queen of Ethiopia. The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and he 
was now returning. Seated in his carriage, he was reading aloud from the 
book of the prophet Isaiah. The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and 
walk along beside the carriage.” Philip ran over and heard the man reading 
from the prophet Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” The man replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs me?” And 
he urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him. The passage 
of Scripture he had been reading was this: “He was led like a sheep to the 
slaughter. And as a lamb is silent before the shearers, he did not open his 
mouth. He was humiliated and received no justice. Who can speak of his 
descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.” The eunuch asked 
Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet talking about himself or someone else?” 
So beginning with this same Scripture, Philip told him the Good News 
about Jesus. As they rode along, they came to some water, and the eunuch 
said, “Look! There’s some water! Why can’t I be baptized?” He ordered the 
carriage to stop, and they went down into the water, and Philip baptized 
him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched 
Philip away. The eunuch never saw him again but went on his way rejoicing. 
Meanwhile, Philip found himself farther north at the town of Azotus. He 
preached the Good News there and in every town along the way until he 
came to Caesarea.”

ACTS 8:26-40 NLT

CREATED TO CREATE 
1. Invite three people to join you in church. 
2. Pray for Football Sunday. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFWF9rSAWF8
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ONLINE CAMPUS

https://myfreedomchurch.online.church/
https://www.facebook.com/myfreedom.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdWzgUnO-w660U-LgNJsS5w
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
Then Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. There he became acquainted 
with a Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, who had recently arrived from 
Italy with his wife, Priscilla. They had left Italy when Claudius Caesar 
deported all Jews from Rome. Paul lived and worked with them, for they 
were tentmakers just as he was.

Meanwhile, a Jew named Apollos, an eloquent speaker who knew the 
Scriptures well, had arrived in Ephesus from Alexandria in Egypt. He had 
been taught the way of the Lord, and he taught others about Jesus with 
an enthusiastic spirit and with accuracy. However, he knew only about 
John’s baptism. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him preaching boldly in 
the synagogue, they took him aside and explained the way of God even 
more accurately.

ACTS 18:1-3, 24-26 NLT
 
DEVOTION [HOPE MITCHELL, BEL AIR CAMPUS] 
If this last year taught us anything, it’s that we are not made to be isolated. 
Being connected with our friends, family, and loved ones brings life, 
vibrance, and harmony to our souls.

In music, harmony exists when two individual notes join together, creating 
a beautiful chord. If you’ve ever witnessed two vocalists harmonizing, 
there’s something about their tonal connection that resonates with how 
God has wired us as people.

You and I were designed by God to live peacefully and harmoniously with 
one another. And although our home lives can sometimes get hectic and 
overwhelming, we are called to live at peace with others, especially at 
home. How do we do that? Luckily, we are given an example of a power 
couple from the early church. Their example can inspire us to lead at 
home and advance the kingdom. 

Priscilla and Aquila are mentioned six times in scripture, always as a 
couple. (Acts 18:2-3, Acts 18-19, Acts 26; Rom 16:3-5; 1 Cor 16:19; 2 Tim 
4:19) Together, they led and served in the church and were well respected. 
It is noted twice that they hosted church in their home. They’re an 
example of how God empowers us to create harmony in our homes, lead 
with love, and live courageous lives.
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God creates harmony in our lives when we act in obedience and find ways to 
serve Him with our spouse or family members. At Freedom Church, Bill and Mary 
Sinclair demonstrate what it looks like to have a marriage that prioritizes serving 
together. Take a look at their heart and why they choose to serve side-by-side.

INTERVIEW [JOSH & HOPE MITCHELL WITH BILL & MARY SINCLAIR]
Josh and Hope Mitchell: How have you served together over 
the past few years?

Mary: We serve on guest services, the events team, and every 
other Friday at the outreach center. Giving to children and 
those that are in need has always been a huge passion on 
my heart. As we have served together, I learned it was part 
of Bill’s heart as well. When COVID hit, Bill mentioned doing 
a Freedom House. At first, I was skeptical and didn’t know if I was comfortable 
doing it, but I am glad we did! We were able to do it as a team and be together.

Bill: We may not always serve right next to each other, but we are serving on the 
same team, and it gives us time to bond and be one, as scripture says. It also 
allows us to be with other people which we missed.

Mary: It really was wonderful. Everyone loved being able to go to church, be 
together, and get to talk afterward. People had a chance to discuss what the 
sermon was about and make a connection. Now that we are back serving in the 
building, we can serve on the same week. I enjoy being able to drive to church 
together, too! I love when I see Bill making connections with people with a huge 
smile on his face. 

Josh and Hope: How else has serving together impacted your marriage? How 
would your marriage be if you didn’t serve?
 
Mary: I don’t think we would be as close as we are. I know we would not be. 
There is a bond that has been created when serving together. As Pastor Kelly 
says, we are the hands and feet of Jesus, and if He were here, this is what he 
would be doing. 

Bill: We have definitely grown closer in serving as a couple. As we walk together, 
our individual relationships with Christ have grown. We have come together as a 
couple. Plus, with Freedom groups, we’ve learned that you are forgiven and free 
from sin. That is what helps us grow and be stronger as a couple.
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Josh and Hope: What would you say to other couples considering serving 
together?

Mary:  Just do it! I pray you would follow your heart to do what your passion is. 
Listen to the Holy Spirit. It is such a powerful way to grow as a couple. Grow in 
the Spirit, serve like Jesus would want you to serve, and experience more of that 
the bond and the closeness in a marriage that you are intended to have.

Bill: As it says in Romans 12:10, be devoted to one another in love, honor one 
another above yourselves. To me, serving together helps bring that out even 
more than you know. Sure, you can be happy without serving together, but it just 
brings one more level of that oneness, being able to serve together, and having 
that spiritual bond together.

If either one of us is having an issue or just having a bad day, we can always turn 
to the other one. We can encourage each other with how Jesus lived or remind 
each other one of the lessons we learned going through a Freedom group. 

Mary: There are days when you get weary. I’m reminded of Isaiah 42 where it 
talks about when you get weary. When you’re serving together, you can have 
support for when you do get weary or the enemy starts putting doubts in your 
head. It’s nice to have someone to remind you that you are important and God 
will use you for His will. 

CREATED TO CREATE 
1. How can you empower your spouse or a close friend? 
2. As a couple or friends, join a group together this spring.
3. Pray for the marriages of Freedom Church.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5m09rqOoxE
https://myfreedom.org/thrive
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2020 is done and will never be 
forgotten. It has shaken the lives of 
many and has brought us new norms 
and challenges - especially to the 
healthcare workers. Many battles won 
and some not as fortunate. 

As a frontliner, I had my own battle 
which I consider one of the most 
terrifying moments of my life. In 2003,  
I had one of my darkest experiences 
when I got stuck by an HIV infected 
needle of a patient I was taking care 
of.  I was just starting my career here in 
the United States.  As a new US nurse 
in a foreign land, I was terrified! I was 

placed on a 28 day prophylactic treatment and was prescribed some of the 
strongest anti-viral medications that AIDS patients take. This was the longest 
28 days of my life. I suffered depression and the overwhelming fear of both 
social dilemma and death. I also physically struggled with the medication side 
effects like nausea, vomiting, skin rashes and hematuria or blood in my urine 
because my kidneys were affected. I made countless trips to the “AIDS clinic” 
of Johns Hopkins hospital because of the medication side effects and allergic 
reactions. 

I remember one day coming home to our apartment after one of those 
hospital trips. I went straight to the bathroom and started crying. I felt so 
scared, helpless, and defeated. As I was kneeling, I was reminded that in that 
time of weakness God was there to be my strength! I continued to cry out 
to my Papa, Abba Father, this time, asking for His healing hands to be upon 
me. I felt His presence and I was at peace. After a year of serial blood works 
and monitoring, God proved His goodness and faithfulness because I never 
contracted the infection. 

Being a warrior is not easy, there are battles won and lost. But just like Paul, no 
matter what battles you’re in, keep the faith! 

“I have fought a good fight, I have finished the race and I have kept the faith!”
2 TIMOTHY 4:7
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your many sins. 
You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the devil—
the commander of the powers in the unseen world. He is the spirit at work 
in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. All of us used to live that 
way, following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. 
By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else. 
But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, that even though 
we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ 
from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) For 
he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in 
the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus. So God can 
point to us in all future ages as examples of the incredible wealth of his 
grace and kindness toward us, as shown in all he has done for us who are 
united with Christ Jesus. God saved you by his grace when you believed. 
And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a 
reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about 
it. For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, 
so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.

EPHESIANS 2:1-10 NLT

CREATED TO CREATE 
1. Read through the above passage but make it personal, "Once I was 
dead because of my disobedience...". 
2. Pray for Serve Day to allow our giftings to bring life change in our 
communities.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e7IL2SgYhzA
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ONLINE CAMPUS

https://myfreedomchurch.online.church/
https://www.facebook.com/myfreedom.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdWzgUnO-w660U-LgNJsS5w
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
Timothy, my dear son, be strong through the grace that God gives you in 
Christ Jesus. You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by 
many reliable witnesses. Now teach these truths to other trustworthy people 
who will be able to pass them on to others.

2 TIMOTHY 2:1-2 NLT

PRAYER [LILY GRISSOM, BEL AIR CAMPUS]
God, we thank You for the miracles You’ve worked in each one of our lives. 
You’ve rescued us from the darkest places and brought us back into Your 
wonderful light. You’ve held us when we’ve crumbled, and broken us when 
we’ve become too prideful. You never fail to amaze us. But You haven’t only 
done these things for our benefit. You saved us so that we would be able 
to go out and share Your word, Your love. We were created to be models of 
Your overwhelming love, to be witnesses of your message, to spread
Your light into every corner of the world. You deserve to be praised, to be 
thanked. God, we ask that You would fill us with the passion and desire to 
do all of these things. That Your words would fall out of our mouths more 
freely than our own so that You could be heard in our communities. We want 
to be so consumed by You that we have no choice but to tell our friends, 
our families, our coworkers, our classmates, or even strangers about the 
miraculous things You’ve done. Remind us of Your love for us, so that we 
may remind others. Empower us so that we may empower others. Replenish 
our hunger for serving Your people. Surround us with people that bring us 
closer to You so that we can know You even more. We ask all of this, not 
with hearts of selfishness, but of surrender and servitude. Thank You for 
working in us, thank You for rescuing us, thank You for loving us. Help us 
love Your people with the same passion that You do. Amen.

CREATED TO CREATE 
1. Who has God placed in your life for you to invest in like Paul invested in 
Timothy?
2. Pray for Freedom Students, Freedom College, and Freedom School of 
Ministry. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PExZabaT3eg
https://myfreedom.org/about/students
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE 
But you, my delightfully loved friends, remember the prophecies of the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus, the Anointed One. They taught you, “In the 
last days there will always be mockers, motivated by their own ungodly 
desires.” These people cause divisions and are followers of their own 
natural instincts, devoid of the life of the Spirit.

But you, my delightfully loved friends, constantly and progressively build 
yourselves up on the foundation of your most holy faith by praying every 
moment in the Spirit. Fasten your hearts to the love of God and receive 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, who gives us eternal life.

Keep being compassionate to those who still have doubts, and snatch 
others out of the fire to save them. Be merciful over and over to them, but 
always couple your mercy with the fear of God. Be extremely careful to 
keep yourselves free from the pollutions of the flesh.

Now, to the one with enough power to prevent you from stumbling into 
sin and bring you faultless before his glorious presence to stand before 
him with ecstatic delight, to the only God our Savior, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, be endless glory and majesty, great power and authority—
from before he created time, now, and throughout all the ages of eternity. 
Amen!

JUDE 1:17-25 TPT
   

Over the past 21 days, you established or strengthened your foundation 
of faith. You have created the space for authentic conversation with your 
Heavenly Father. You have worshipped in awe of who He is and all He has 
done. You have journeyed through the truth of scripture revealing God's 
consistent creating within humanity. 

The foundation has been laid for you to allow God to build from and 
through your life this year. He has created within you, so that you can 
create around you.

What is God calling you to create this year? 
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John Mark Comer writes in Garden City, "Our job is to make the invisible God 
visible — to mirror and mimic what he is like to the world. We can glorify God by 
doing our work in such a way that we make the invisible God visible by what we 
do and how we do it."  
 
During 2021, we will make the invisible God visible at Freedom Church. People 
will come to know God as they are welcomed home. Through life giving 
relationships in groups, we will find freedom. Discovering our purpose, we 
will make a difference. We have been created to create the atmosphere of life 
change.

PRAYER
Heavenly Father, we fasten our hearts to Your limitless love. We open our lives to 
Your mercy that has created us anew in Christ as faultless in Your eyes.

Embed Your compassion within us to pursue those that have doubts and those 
that have yet to encounter Your love. Purge our lives from anything that would 
limit You working through us. 

It is through Your power and authority that we stand prepared for our purpose. 
You alone are worthy of all praise. You alone possess all glory and majesty. 

Jesus, we are Yours. Amen.
   
 
CREATED TO CREATE 
1. Protect your dedicated time of prayer, devotion, and worship each day. 
2. Commit to First Saturday Prayer on the first Saturday of each month at the Bel 
Air Campus.
3. Join the Prayer Team of Freedom Church.
4. Join or lead a group.
5. Attend the Thrive Conference.
6. Complete Growth Track. 
7. Use the YouVersion Bible 
app to engage with the truth of 
scripture.
8. Pray for those God is leading 
you to invite to Football Sunday 
and Easter.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fhoJZQdl7N8



