
DAYS OF PRAYER & FASTING



Over the next 21 days, we will unite in prayer as a church, 
because prayer is the foundation for everything that we 
do. We believe in the vision that God has entrusted to us 
- a vision of people knowing God, finding freedom, dis-
covering purpose, and making the difference they were 
created to make.

Each day we will focus on one area that God is leading us 
to invest our time, passion, and influence this next year. 
They are more than events or ministries, but opportunities 
for lives to be changed. Families will have their stories 
redeemed. People will walk free from addictions. Students 
will discover purpose. Kids will fall into love with Jesus. 
Every life that God changes through Freedom Church in 
2020 begins here with 21 Days of Prayer and Fasting.

Each day, you will find a story of a life impacted through 
our prayer focus with a scripture prayer. When we        
embrace the truth that God has declared over our lives, 
through prayer anything is possible.  

You are a vital part to what God is doing through Free-
dom Church. The investment of prayer and fasting you 
make the next 21 days is going to change everything for 
someone. You are going to be part of someone’s story of 
redemption, hope, healing, and freedom.

Praying with you,

Pastor Wade



21 Days of Prayer and Fasting Focus

PAGE DATE    FOCUS   
2 Jan 5    Salvation
4 Jan 6    Our Church and Pastors
6 Jan 7    Our Government Leaders
8 Jan 8    Global Impact
10 Jan 9    Community Groups 
12 Jan 10    Growth Track
14 Jan 11    Dream Team 
16 Jan 12    Freedom Students 
18 Jan 13    Families & Thrive Event
20 Jan 14    Easter
22 Jan 15    Financial Provision
24 Jan 16    Young Life
26 Jan 17    Freedom Women
28 Jan 18    Freedom Men
30 Jan 19    Worship
32 Jan 20    Serve Day
34 Jan 21    Football Sunday
36 Jan 22    Missions Team and Amani
38 Jan 23    Freedom Groups and Conference
40 Jan 24    Freedom Kids and Camp
42 Jan 25    Freedom College Groups

Join the live Facebook devotions each morning at 7 am

Resources are available at myfreedom.org/prayer
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SALVATION || ROB’S STORY
When starting to write my story, I wasn’t sure where to begin at first, but then it came to 
me. I’m beginning at the moment I finally answered the calling. The moment I stopped 
trying to use reason and logic to figure out what to do with my life, told all the voices in 
my head to shut up, and heard God’s message.

So, there I was, thirty-nine years old, lying in bed at night, thinking I had climbed to the 
top of the summit. I had achieved the American dream. Married, three boys, big house, 
white picket fence (there’s no fence, but you get the idea), not hurting for money, safe and 
secure jobs. Then the message came to me loud and clear, “Stop waiting for your kids to 
grow up, stop waiting for more free time, stop waiting for more money. Go do this now.” 
At the time I thought it was ego, or superego, or something “sciencey”. Later I would 
come to realize it was God speaking to me. 

He told me to go start a school. Fifteen years 
ago, I was a teacher in a public school. I left 
to become an engineer. At the time I thought 
it was an itch I had to scratch. Later I would 
realize it was so much more. Much much later, 
I would realize it was even that much more. I 
needed to grow, I needed to face challenges 
and become the instrument I was meant to be. 

When I left, I missed education, but I didn’t want to go back to what I walked away from. 
And so, I answered my calling to go do my part to make it better than I found it. 
I partnered with an entrepreneur friend, Nathan.  We’re driving around Bel Air one night 
looking for a location. We’re talking, and he pulls into a parking lot adjacent to Tucker 
Field. We’re talking about pros and cons of different locations when he points to this 
massive building right next to Tucker Field. It’s a building I’ve seen countless times from 
the football field, but I had never seen up close. He tells me it is now a church and they 
might let us use some space.

After meeting with Pastor Wade, he gives us the thumbs up, but he asks one thing of 
us. “Just don’t be tenants. Check out what we do.” We agree and the next Sunday I 
step through the doors of the lobby for the first time. This was significant because I 
hadn’t been to church in twenty years. I always told everyone I was agnostic to avoid an 
argument. Before that I was Catholic and all I remembered was all the standing, kneeling, 
sitting, kneeling, rinse and repeat. 

At the time I thought it 
was ego, or superego, or 

something “sciencey”. 
Later I would come to 

realize it was God speaking 
to me.
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You can imagine my surprise when I walked in the door and heard music blasting. I step 
into the auditorium for the first time and there’s a band followed by Pastor Wade. He’s up 
there with an old chair and his message that Sunday was exactly what I was struggling 
with all week. At the time I thought it was a crazy coincidence, so I go back next week. 
The same thing happens so I go again, and again, and again. What began as me fulfilling 
an obligation changed my life forever. From the men’s group, to the retreat, up to my 
baptism.

It’s been over a year since the first time I came to Freedom 
Church, and I’ve had so many miraculous experiences 
since then. So many experiences that have helped me get 
out of my head and into my heart. Experiences that, at the 
time, felt like I was getting beat up, but that would transform 
me. Experiences that help me to live a life of gratitude 
that opens me up to see the limitless opportunities God 
surrounds us with. Opportunities we’re often too scared to 
see. Opportunities I just couldn’t see
when I first came here, because I thought I was smarter 
than I really am. 

I’m going to trust in God, I’m going to step back into the deep waters, and I’m going to 
stay there. I can’t predict where I will be in a year, but I do know it will be great. I also 
know I must do this if I’m ever really going to grow. I know that each day I have to work 
to know God just a little bit more. I have to stop focusing on what could go wrong; I have 

to stop feeding fear masked as practicality. I also have to stop 
telling myself that, “I’ve been lucky and that my luck is about to 
run out.” The truth is I’ve been graced, I’ve been blessed every 
step of the way, and I forget that. I realize now God’s grace is 

boundless, and I have to learn to accept it without feeling I’m not worthy of it. I have to 
stop putting so much trust in my own plans and more trust in God’s plans.

Scripture Prayer
Jesus calls everyone to know God and the freedom He has waiting for them. We pray that 
all would discover the only way, “Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No 
one can come to the Father except through me” (John 14:6).

The truth is I’ve 
been graced.



4

OUR CHURCH AND PASTORS || CAMPUS PASTORS
Pastor Kelly & Helen Harrison || Middle River Campus
Our family is so grateful for the prayer support at Freedom Church, especially this year. 
In the spring, we found out that our oldest son Josh and daughter-in-law Nichele were 
expecting and that we were going to be grandparents! Normally this would have been 
good news, but we all felt some anxiety because Josh and 
Nichele had experienced two miscarriages months before. During 
that time, so many wonderful people at Freedom Church prayed 
and supported Josh and Nichele.

While on summer vacation our youngest daughter Lydia got 
engaged to Jake and we couldn’t have been more excited.  We 
returned home only to have our son Caleb admitted to Johns 
Hopkins hospital with an aggressive ulcerative colitis flare up. His pain was so severe and 
it was awful to watch as parents. Again, so many at Freedom Church prayed for him.

A week later, with Caleb still in the hospital, I was speaking at our Bel Air Campus. At 
the end of the first gathering I began to have some weakness in my right arm. I didn’t 
know it at the time, but it was the beginning of a stroke. After speaking at the second 
gathering, we decided it was time to head to Hopkins. Again, so many people at Freedom 
Church were praying. By the time I reached the ER, I couldn’t walk or use my right arm. 
After the neuro team administered a TPA drug to break up a clot in my brain, I began to 
regain strength and mobility on my right side. Three days later I was released and walking 
again…back over to Caleb’s room to talk about emergency surgery for him. The next day 
Caleb had major surgery and a week later was released to come home.

This was such a roller-coaster, crazy, difficult season for our family. But through it all, the 
peace of God was present. We had some moments of fear, but were never overwhelmed. 
There were plenty of tough decisions to make, but we know God was guiding us.
Our family is so thankful for the outpouring of love, prayer and support of our Freedom 
Church family. 

Pastor Steven & Kristen Andrus || Rising Sun Campus
Prayer changes things. I’ve always heard that and chose to believe 
it and was recently reminded why. It had been a really long week 
at work, and I came to church mentally, physically, and emotionally 
weary. I was scheduled to speak that Sunday and was praying God 
would somehow let me draw from His strength since mine was 
lacking. 
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As I walked across the back of the auditorium, making my way toward my seat, one of 
the prayer team members must have sensed my weariness and asked if they could pray 
for me. In that very moment, as they interceded over me, I felt God’s presence wash 
over me and I suddenly felt energized and empowered by the Holy Spirit. As I spoke 
that morning, seeing the intercessors standing against the back wall with their hands 
raised praying over the gathering, I was reminded once again that prayer really does 
change things.  Thank you, Freedom Church, for being a house of prayer.  Lives are being 
changed because of you.

Pastor Joey & Amy Sarlo || Bel Air Campus
Growing up Amy and I both were blessed to have parents who 
prayed. We were taught to pray by watching and listening to 
them. We learned that anything was possible when we prayed, so we welcomed it when 
people offered to pray for us.
  
Amy saw that “great power” and the “wonderful results” of prayer firsthand through a 
miraculous healing. She went up for prayer, believed by faith, and by the time she got 
back to her seat she was completely healed. It was a defining moment. What couldn’t our 
God do when we join together in prayer?
 
Martin Luther said, “To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive 
without breathing.” 
 
I can’t imagine pastoring or preaching without a church that was praying. The power 
and effectiveness wouldn’t exist—and I need the Holy Spirit’s power flowing in me and 
through me.
 
Everything hangs on the hook of prayer. So let’s pray with 
power until we see those wonderful results.

Scripture Prayer
God has brought us together as Freedom Church. We unite in praying for God to reveal 
His vision to our pastors, leaders, and church, “Call to me and I will answer you and tell 
you great and unsearchable things you do not know” (Jeremiah 33:3).

Everything hangs 
on the hook of 

prayer.
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OUR GOVERNMENT LEADERS || MCKENZIE’S STORY
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace (Isaiah 9:6)
 
Several years ago in my prayer time, I heard the Holy Spirit say to me, “Think about the 
president.”  Confused, I continued to pray and then it hit me.  Leaders, all the leaders of 
cities, states, countries, and nations have such pressure on them.  Think about all of the 
issues they have sitting in front of them right now.
 
In church and in groups, we learn the importance of intercession, fasting, and 
prayer.  Should we not be diligently praying that God would give our leaders wisdom, 
discernment, favor, boldness, and strength to do the right things?  Even if they’re not 
the party we voted for, country we live in, or leader that we support, we are called to 
honor and intercede on their behalf.  Romans 13:1 says, “Let 
everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no 
authority except which God has established.  The authorities 
that exist have been established by God.”
 
Praying for local and world leaders has opened my eyes and 
heart to things my flesh never understood.  As I learned to 
listen to the calling to pray, God has trusted me with this task 
by waking me up in the middle of the night to pray for different 
countries, leaders, laws, and people groups.  Sometimes I’m not sure who they are, or 
where the country is, but the needs are supernaturally put on my heart.
 
We so boldly pray for injustice, healing and miracles, what makes this any different?  Is 
there a law, person of power, or agenda that is not in alignment with the Word?  Pray that 
the situation be brought to light and rectified.  We have been given the power to help 
transform our communities and beyond.  We also have the privilege to war for our leaders 
and their families against any and all spiritual and physical attacks.
 
Politics and leadership is something that can be anxiety-inducing - wars, corruption, 
elections, and terrorism.  It’s all real and happening at a fast and changing pace.  It seems 
like there is something “new and terrible” on the news every hour.  Praying for our world 
leaders has been life-changing for me.  Instead of working myself up about what this 
country is doing, who is winning in the polls, or what laws are pending, I am able to rest in 
Psalm 22:28, “For kingship belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations.”
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I cannot change what a country is planning, I cannot control new legislation, and I cannot 
control who our leaders are.  However, I know the one who can create peace, change 
hearts, and who reigns above all.  Friends, like the song says:  He’s got the whole world in 
His hands.
 
Today, ask the Holy Spirit for a leader, a country, or a law to intercede for.  You’ll be 
amazed at the compassion, knowledge, and hope we are given when we stand in 
authority and proclaim the responsibility we have as followers of Jesus.

Scripture Prayer
We pray that all of our national, state, and local leaders will come to the knowledge of 
truth, “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intersession and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone—for kings, and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and 
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who 
wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one God 
and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus…I want men everywhere 
to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing.” (1 Timothy 2:1-5, 8).

National Leaders
President Donald Trump, First Lady Melania Trump 
Vice President Mike Pence, Second Lady Karen Pence
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY), U. S. Senate
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY)
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), U. S. House of Representatives
House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-MD)
House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA)
Chief Justice John Roberts, Supreme Court

State Leaders
Governor Larry Hogan, Maryland First Lady Yumi Hogan
Lt. Governor Boyd K. Rutherford
Maryland General Assembly
Maryland Court of Appeals

Local Leaders
Baltimore County Executive John A. Olszewski, Baltimore County Council
Harford County Executive Barry Glassman, Harford County Council
Bel Air Mayor Amy G. Chmielewski, Bel Air Town Commissioners 
Cecil County Executive Dr. Alan McCarthy, Cecil County Council
Rising Sun Mayor Travis Marion, Rising Sun Board of Commissioners

We have been 
given the power to 
help transform our 
communities and 

beyond.
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GLOBAL IMPACT || PASTOR ANDREW’S STORY
Freedom Church is making a global impact because of the prayers of our church family. 
In November, Freedom Church Nairobi became official.  We are excited to share the heart 
and vision of our Nairobi Campus Pastor, Andrew Guya, with you as we pray for continued 
global impact.
 
Many Christians often confuse the true essence of freedom. For many, freedom and 
personal independence has become one and the same thing. They have defined freedom 
as the ability to make their own decisions and choose their own path in life, to do 
whatever they want, whenever they want and with whoever. 
 
Freedom is an intriguing or fascinating word whose true meaning has been redefined 
by many, thus calling for true or accurate 
understanding. Thomas Huxley said that a man’s 
worst difficulties begin when he is able to do as he 
likes.

The apostle Paul In Romans 6:18 NET says, “...and 
having been freed from sin, you became enslaved to righteousness.”
 
This means that Christian freedom is not the ability to live as I want but to live as Christ; 
my new master expects me to live.  I am free when I become a true slave of Christ and 
this is only possible through a relationship with Him.

The backdrop of Roman’s 6:18 which are verses 15,16,17 from the Message Bible says, 
“So, since we’re out from under the old tyranny, does that mean we can live any old way 
we want?  Since we’re free in the freedom of God, can we do anything that comes to 
mind? Hardly. You know well enough from your own experience that there are some acts 
of so-called freedom that destroy freedom. Offer yourselves to sin, for instance, and it’s 
your last free act. But offer yourselves to the ways of God and the freedom never quits. 
All your lives you’ve let sin tell you what to do. But thank God you’ve started listening to a 
new master, one whose commands set you free to live openly in his freedom!”

Paul clearly states that we are free because we no longer belong to the old masters that 
is; the law, sin, or world but we belong to the new master who is Christ. It is only Christ 
who sets us free indeed.

‘So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. John 8:36 NIV.’

Christian freedom is 
not the ability to live 

as I want but to live as 
Christ.
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I wish to remind you that Christ has set you free from superstition, error, bondage, 
deception, guilt, depravity, ignorance and a destructive life, from being a captive of satan 
and facing eternal death. You are free from oppressive and depressive thoughts. You 
are free from old and new mentalities that cripple your growth in the Lord and even your 
progress in life. 

Due to my background and the accumulated words that were spoken over me by the 
people I looked up to in life as a young boy, I developed a very low self-image that 
paralyzed my progress in many areas. I thought I could not measure up to any task I was 
given and I faced literally every task and 
challenge with crippling fear. I was easily 
offended when there was no applause or 
acknowledgment of my achievements. I 
ended up being egocentric and survived 
on the opinions of others to cover my 
inadequacy.

When I gave my life to Christ and started 
a daily walk with him in his word, the 
word of John 8:36 NIV, “So if the Son sets 
you free, you will be free indeed,” started 
becoming a reality to me. I started seeing 
myself in the light of God’s Word and His 
Word started filling up the contours of my 
need or inadequacy. Christ revealed to 
me my true identity. He freed me from the crippling mentalities and fears that stopped 
my progress and I am still learning to walk in His freedom.  You can also experience the 
freedom in Christ today if you surrender your entire life to Him. It only takes a heart or life 
of surrender to Him.
 

Scripture Prayer
Jesus purchased our freedom to live abundant lives. We pray for everyone across the 
world to experience freedom through Christ, “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free” 
(Galatians 5:1).
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COMMUNITY GROUPS || ETHAN’S STORY
Community groups have impacted me so deeply. I was always so hesitant on joining 
a community group because I never liked the thought of going into a group and being 
completely open. But when I took the leap of faith and joined a Freedom group, all of that 
changed. I started to create friendships with men 
older and younger than me. 

Through those friendships, I realized the hesitation 
I had of being “open” wasn’t accurate. I realized 
being “open” about who I was and how I was 
feeling was a very common fear that people 
struggle with on a daily basis. For me personally,  it 
was hindering my growth and ability to figure out 
God’s will for my life. 

Through community groups, I opened up to God’s love 
and put full faith in Him for my future. With the help of the 
people God put in my life through my community groups, 
I found myself desiring to dig deeper into God’s presence 
and His amazing love.

Scripture Prayer
Through groups we strengthen one another and our church, “Let us think of ways to 
motivate one another to acts of love and good works. And let us not neglect our meeting 
together, as some people do, but encourage one another...” (Hebrews 10:24-25).

I never liked the thought 
of going into a group 
and being completely 
open. But when I took 
the leap of faith and 

joined a Freedom group, 
all of that changed.

Through community 
groups, I opened up 
to God’s love and put 
full faith in Him for my 

future.
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GROWTH TRACK || CRAIG & MARIE’S STORY
We have been attending Freedom church for about two and a half years, coming when 
we could. One day they had an invitation on the screen for the Thrive conference, a night 
out for married, engaged, and dating couples. We decided that we should go for the night 
and try to meet some new people and get more connected in the church community. 

 
That night we met Pastor Mark and Sherilyn. We 
had seen them at church but never really met 
them, or anyone for that matter. That night we 
had an awesome time, meeting some new friends 
and decided it was time we found a group to get 
involved with. We were walking out when Pastor 
Mark stopped us and asked us to join his freedom 
group. Now that is asking a lot from us because 
we get up so early in the morning due to our jobs, 
but we said yes. 
 

That following month we also started going to 
Growth Track to find where we could be more 
connected and more useful in the church. After we 
found where we could be most helpful, we started 
serving on a regular basis. We did our 12-week 
freedom group and it was life-changing for both of 
us. We looked at things in a completely different way and wanted to be the best we could 
be for our Lord. We both had been baptized but at the end we wanted to renew our life to 
the Lord. 

We looked at things in a 
completely different way 

and wanted to be the 
best we could for our 

Lord.
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Since February 15th, that night at Thrive, Craig and I have had many opportunities to 
serve and help with different groups and activities within the church. I have co-led a 
freedom group, been part of the last Freedom conference as a host, and have been 
serving on Sundays during services. Craig has co-led a Wildlife group, worked behind 
the scenes at the last Freedom conference, helped 
with the Men’s Event and also serves on Sundays. 
 
We have both met so many new friends and made 
so many new connections during these times. 
We feel so blessed for all the opportunities to 
serve our awesome God and all the others in our 
church family. It is such an overwhelming feeling 
of belonging and involvement in such a well-
connected, inviting, caring, sharing and loving place that Freedom Church has become to 
us. When we meet new people coming into our church and start to get to know them, we 
always ask if they have completed Growth Track to get better connected to the church 
and its awesome family. We no longer feel that we are just people going to a church. 
We have become part of an amazing church family that is always willing to go the extra 
distance to help anyone and everyone.

Scripture Prayer
Every single one of us was created with a purpose from our Creator. We pray that all of 
us could discover and live out the truth, “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created 
us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago” 
(Ephesians 2:10).

We have become part 
of an amazing church 
family that is always 

willing to go the extra 
distance to help anyone 

and everyone.



14

DREAM TEAM || MATT & KELLY’S STORY
Serving on the Dream Team has impacted us individually and 
together as a married couple in so many ways. God placed a 
desire for community and serving in our lives and stepping into 
Freedom less than a year ago, we knew this is where God wanted 
us to be. Freedom’s Growth Track and transition into the Dream 
Team equipped us with confidence and wisdom, in the tools that 
Christ already gifted us with, that we did not know existed. 

Everyone has been so loving, compassionate, kind and with so 
many other fruits of the Spirit, but they have also shared with us 
vision! The leaders and Dream Team members helped us to grow by being sensitive to 
the potential they saw in us. In so, this helped push us spiritually, mentally, and physically 

to heights we never experienced before. More 
importantly, we find ourselves leaning on Christ 
more than ever to obtain authority and wisdom 
that He has wished for us to have; and in so, He 
has changed our lives forever. 

From fear of not being good enough for our kids 
at Kid’s Camp, to being leaders of a new kid’s 
ministry, FiftySix, we have seen that our God is 
bigger than all of our fears, and He is way too 
good to leave us in the midst of our trials. Serving 
on the kid’s and student team has challenged us 

to better communicate and work together; but more importantly, has helped us to realize 
that we need to live by God’s Word in every situation of our lives. 

We now find ourselves reaching out to the 
community, strangers, and family to share our time 
and services wherever needed. Serving has taught 
us humility not only with our community, but also within our marriage, lending space for 
the Lord to move in and direct us. Since we have started this journey, we have witnessed 
many of God’s miracles. We have seen kids dedicate themselves to God and many of the 
students decide to get baptized. 

Freedom’s Growth Track 
and transition into the 
Dream Team equipped 
us with confidence and 
wisdom, in the tools that 
Christ already gifted us 

with, that we did not 
know existed. 

Our God is bigger than 
all our fears. 
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There is no price one could put on all the blessings, community and fellowship that 
serving on the Dream Team has placed in our lives. We hope to continue to be His 
servants and allow Him to use us as vessels for the rest of our lives. We would not have 
it any other way! We would have never learned these things without Christ using our 
incredible Dream Team as a vessel. 

Scripture Prayer
All of us have been uniquely gifted with a calling to serve others. We pray that God would 
use our entrusted gift to change lives, “Each of you has received a gift to use to serve 
others. Be good servants of God’s various gifts of grace” (1 Peter 4:10 NCV).
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FREEDOM STUDENTS || JEANNIE’S STORY

The impact that Freedom Students has had on 
me throughout the years has been one that words 
alone cannot articulate. When I first started in 
Freedom Students, I was around 12 years old, not 
exactly knowing who I was, and especially who 
God wanted me to be. At that time I was getting 
caught up in thoughts of lust. I was giving in to 
temptations despite knowing that that was not 
what God wanted for me, and I began letting the 
results of giving in dictate my mental and physical 

health. With the support of Freedom Students leaders (and students), I was able to realize 
that I am beautifully and wonderfully made in the image of God, and I didn’t have to let 
things like lust and depression define me 
because that’s not how I was created. 

In the last 6 years, I have learned and 
embraced that God isn’t just the Creator 
of everything, but that He is a Father 
who wants the best for me and has a 
perfect plan for my life. Through Freedom 
Students, God has provided me with 
the best and most supportive community of people from all walks of faith and life to 
encourage me in the highest moments, as well as hold me accountable in my lowest 
moments. They’ve taught me that I don’t have to face everything by myself, that it’s even 
helpful for me to talk about my internal battles, and that life gets a little easier when you 
know you can trust people. I’ve not only bonded with this group to the point where we’re 
more of a family, but God has blessed me with examples of what an earthly father should 
be and I couldn’t be more thankful for it. It is these people, and more importantly this 
group, who showed me there’s more to life than just surviving, and how important it is to 
give glory to God for it every step of the way. 

Scripture Prayer
We can always trust the heart of God for us. We pray that every student would hear God’s 
loving voice with an open heart, “Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don’t try to 
figure out everything on your own. Listen for God’s voice in everything you do, everywhere 
you go; he’s the one who will keep you on track” (Proverbs 3:5-6 MSG).

I have learned and embraced 
that God isn’t just the Creator 
of everything, but that He is a 
Father who wants the best for 
me and has a perfect plan for 

my life.
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FAMILIES & THRIVE || GEORGE & GINA’S STORY
We first attended Freedom in the late spring of 2018. We 
were invited to come and experience Freedom by Mandy 
and Jeff Walls. We had no idea attending that Sunday 
would change our lives.
 
We both came from very different backgrounds. I grew 
up Catholic. I went to church every Sunday, attended CCD, completed all the milestones, 
and even taught 4-year-olds at CCD, once I became old enough. George was raised 
Methodist, but did not attend church regularly as a child. 
 
When we met he was attending another church. I began attending with him, and honestly 
thought “this is for the birds!” There was no structure, people were dancing and waving 
arms, and I was flabbergasted!  Eventually, I began to enjoy the sermons and people, 
so we would go here and there. It was about a 45 minute drive, so that didn’t help our 
motivation. We stopped attending and church hopped for years. 6 years to be exact. We 
could never find THAT church. Until we found Freedom, pun intended.
 
Our first big event we attended together was Thrive. It was an AMAZING experience. 
George and I have always had a strong marriage but Thrive put into perspective that our 

relationship with God was first, our marriage 
second, and the children right after. We enjoyed 
a night of prayer, dancing, and community.
 
Our first “small” group was God, Games, and 
Grub. This group was HUGE but everyone 
was so welcoming! We loved our Sunday 
meetings, being with like-minded people, and 

LOTS of FOOD. Our kids (5 total) loved going and there we established several wonderful 
friendships. We completed a Freedom Group in the Spring of 2019 with the Dollenger’s. 
It was LIFE CHANGING.  Seriously, if you haven’t done it, DO IT. We found a deeper love 
for one another, our children, and most importantly God. The conference was soul-
wrenching, in the best way possible.

This semester we were blessed to lead a few groups. FiftySix, Fasted Keto Life, and 
George led a men’s group. We met more incredible people, taught amazing children even 
more about our Lord, and George connected with several men and more friendships 
formed. 

We had no idea 
attending that Sunday 

would change our 
lives.

Thrive put into perspective 
that our relationship 

with God was first, our 
marriage second, and the 

children right after.
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Both George and I will be co-leading Freedom Groups in 
the Spring of 2020 at the Rising Sun Campus. We are so 
excited to learn more about ourselves and connect with 
even more people.
 
Freedom is our home. We have learned about loving 
ourselves for our flaws, loving one another deeply and 
continually teach our children who must always come first.
It took us 11 years to find a church that made us feel 
complete. Freedom, Community Groups, and the people 
we have met have changed our lives forever. We are 
eternally grateful.

Scripture Prayer
For our families and marriages, we pray for 
hearts of forgiveness expressing the love 
that God has displayed for us, “Always be 
humble and gentle. Be patient with each 
other, making allowance for each other’s 
faults because of your love” (Ephesians 
4:2).

We have learned about loving 
ourselves for our flaws, loving 

one another deeply and 
continually teach our children 
who must always come first.
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EASTER || LARSEN & MELISSA’S STORY
It all started with an Easter egg.  

In the spring of 2018, our 5-year-old son, E.J. received an Easter egg from a friend at 
preschool.  Inside the egg was a piece of paper 
that read, “Please come to church with me.”  We 
had no idea the impact that this little, plastic egg 
would have on our lives.  We had been invited 
by his parents several times, but always found a reason to not go.  Looking back we see 
how God even uses children to be fishers of men. 

On that Easter, we went to Freedom Church in Rising Sun for the first time.  As they say, 
the rest is history.  We instantly fell in love with the church, and our relationship with God 
was rekindled.  We had always been believers but had drifted far away from Him. We 
were living a life without God at the center of our family. We, like many others, believed we 
could control our lives and thought we knew what was best for us.  This way of life nearly 
destroyed our marriage and our family.

Within the first six months, Melissa and Kayla, 
our 17-year-old daughter, were baptized on the 
same day, we dedicated our boys to the Lord, 
and completed Growth Track. Through serving 
on the Guest Services and the Prayer teams, 
we have discovered purpose and are making a difference.  Our marriage and family have 
been made whole and God quickly became the center of both.

The biggest impact came from joining Community Groups. Even though we had doubt, 
we quickly learned that God brings together the right people to fulfill His plan. The 

relationships that have developed as a result of 
these Freedom groups have been life-changing.  
Now we want all of our friends and family to 
experience the fullness and closeness of God. As 
one friend new to Freedom Church said after the 
fall Freedom conference, “There aren’t words to 
describe how amazing this is!”  

It all started with an 
Easter egg.

Our marriage and family 
have been made whole 

and God quickly became 
the center of both.
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This same friend recently messaged us saying, “I’m so thankful for the Easter egg invite 
that was extended to E.J. and the effect that it has had on so many people!  This one 
action has changed so many lives, especially mine.”

We are reminded of the boy in the sixth chapter of John who brought what he had and 
though it seemed small, offered it to Jesus.  After giving thanks, Jesus took the five small 
loaves of bread and two small fish and distributed it to those around him as much as they 
wanted.  It was more than enough to feed 5,000.  

The invitation to Easter seemed small to us, but 
we are witnesses to how many lives are being 
changed by the power of Jesus.

We are in awe at how God never stops pursuing 
us, forgiving us, and loving us for who we are. 

“Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the 
kingdom of God like a little child will never enter 
it.” Luke 18:17 NIV

Scripture Prayer
The heart of Freedom Church for every person that walks through the doors is to feel like 
they have found home. We pray for all the lonely and wandering to know, “God places the 
lonely in families; he sets the prisoners free and gives them joy” (Psalms 68:6).

90 DAYS TILL EASTER

I’m so thankful for the 
Easter egg invite that 
was extended to E.J. 

and the effect that it has 
had on so many people! 

This one action has 
changed so many lives, 

especially mine.

4.12.20
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FINANCIAL PROVISION || CHRISSY’S STORY
Heroin – it’s a scary word and unfortunately, an epidemic in this country. It’s a drug that 
everyone knows about but no one wants to use in the same sentence with their child’s 
name.  
 
In January, 2019, that is exactly what I heard.  My son became 
part of the heroin overdose statistics. I was scared, hurt, 
confused, angry, sad, and ultimately, emotionally exhausted!  

I knew rehab was going 
to be expensive but quite 
frankly, did not care how 
much it would cost.  The 
out of pocket cost after 
insurance and several months of rehab came to be 
$18,000.  
 

I prayed to God, “Lord, I can’t handle another thing! I’m giving my finances to you!”  I 
remember my husband asking how we were going to pay for this and my response was 
simply, “I gave it to God.  I don’t have time or the energy to think about it”.  
 
As the bills started coming in, so did some amazing unexpected financial blessings.  
Ashley Rehab realized they overcharged us and sent us $3,000 back.  I received a 
commission check I was not expecting, nor did I really deserve for $2,000.  Family and 
friends poured in financially as well.  It was not an 
easy time but that $18,000 is now paid off and he is 
clean!  
 
Every single time I received a check or refund, all I 
could do was thank God for His amazing ability to 
help me get through one of the toughest experiences I’ve had to endure in life.  He taught 
me a lesson I was not expecting to be taught – I can trust Him!

In November, 2019, Pastor Wade announced the 90-day tithe challenge.  As I was sitting 
in church, I remember filling out the card and debating on whether or not we could afford 
to give 10% after just coming off an emotionally charged, financially challenged roller 
coaster. 

I knew rehab was 
going to be expensive 
but quite frankly, did 
not care how much it 

would cost.

He taught me a lesson 
I was not expecting to 
be taught - I can trust 

Him!
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I filled out the card with no hesitation and then…I got to the signature line.  Putting my 
signature on something was a seal of commitment and a scary one at that, but I did 
it!  When I left church, I did the calculation of what my weekly tithe would be and was 
immediately apprehensive – not so much 
about the financial commitment but more 
about how I was going to explain this to my 
husband.  
 
So, later that evening, I asked Pastor 
Josh a few questions to make sure I 
understood whether to tithe on net or gross 
and explained my concern for having this 
conversation with my husband, who gets 
pretty hulk angry when talking about money.  
We prayed that evening and I continued to 
pray that we would be able to afford tithing 
without feeling any financial constraints. 
 
Low and behold, there was a contribution 
in my paycheck that had been maxed out so I received the money I needed to tithe plus 
some!  God is good and so creative.  My prayer for everyone is to learn this lesson in 
trust.  It’s not easy but very rewarding.  When I give that glory to God, I feel a powerful 
intrinsic, Holy Spirit sparked feeling that brings overwhelming joy and a beautiful 
closeness that is difficult to explain.

Scripture Prayer
God is faithful to provide all of our needs. We pray that as He blesses us from His 
generous heart, He will create hearts of generosity within us, “And God will generously 
provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over 
to share with others. As the Scriptures say, “They share freely and give generously to the 
poor. Their good deeds will be remembered forever.”” (2 Corinthians 9:8-9).

The word tithe means 
“tenth”. Tithing is the 
giving of the first 10% 
of your income to God 

through the local church. It 
demonstrates your trust in 
God and your willingness 

to partner with Him 
financially.

Find out more at myfreedom.org/90days
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YOUNG LIFE || JOLIE’S STORY
About three years ago, I went to Freedom Church to sign up for a youth camp. My family 
wasn’t really religious and we only ever went to church on holidays; I didn’t understand 
what it was like to have a relationship with Christ and was very nervous because I didn’t 
think I would fit in. 

 
I immediately connected with the girls in my 
cabin and we had a great weekend. I got to learn 
and experience God in a whole new light. I would 
have never guessed that would be the weekend I 
gave my life to Christ. 
 
When I got home from camp I was determined to 
learn more about Christ and how to grow in my 

relationship with him. Going into my freshman year of high school, I felt pretty secure in 
where I had positioned God in my life. Everything was looking up and I expected things to 
get even better now that Christ was on my side. I soon realized that this would not be the 
case. 
 
Throughout my high school career, everything I turned to started to let me down and the 
control I thought I had started to vanish. My favorite sport, soccer, no longer filled me 
with joy, and instead brought me stress. My parents were divorced and my mom found 
another guy and my hopes of becoming a family again seemed unrealistic. My dad, who 
had just gotten out of rehab, fell back into his addiction and depression. 
 
I started working continuously because my family did not have a lot, and I did not want to 
put my needs on anyone else. And my brother, and only sibling, graduated and left for the 
military, the only person who I could ever turn to 
and who understood me left. 

I felt alone and found myself in a very dark 
place. I had pushed God aside and let Him get 
covered by all the stress and anxiety in my life. When I needed Him most I chose to fight 
alone. 

I didn’t understand what 
it was like to have a 

relationship with Christ 
and was very nervous 
because I didn’t think I 

would fit in.

When I needed Him 
most I chose to fight 

alone.



25

When I looked back and tried to figure out where everything went wrong I saw that the 
only thing that remained consistent in my life was this little youth group I attended on 
Sunday nights. At the time I lived about forty minutes away, but always tried my best to 
make it whenever I could. These little lessons were God’s hold on my life, He fought for 
me, and kept pulling me back after everything I had been through, and even though I 
went it alone. 

 
Over time, I learned 
that when you choose 
a relationship with 
God you cannot just 
position Him where 
you feel comfortable. 
You have to make 
Him your life and live 
through Him. When 
you give all control 
to God He will start 

working in your life. Throughout this experience I realized that just because you are 
walking with God does not mean life is going to be easy, it just means that you are not 
alone and you have someone fighting alongside you. [Isaiah 43:1-3]

Scripture Prayer
There are no limits to the boundless love of God. We pray that each generation will seize 
the opportunity to share their stories of God’s divine love, “God is magnificent; he can 
never be praised enough. There are no boundaries to his greatness. Generation after 
generation stands in awe of your work; each one tells stories of your mighty acts” (Psalm 
145:3-4 MSG).

Cecil Young Life
Tuesday Nights at 7 pm
Rising Sun Campus of Freedom Church 
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FREEDOM WOMEN || RACHAEL’S STORY
I’ve had the insane privilege of being a part of a multitude of groups at Freedom Church 
over the years. Students, college-age, women, married… I’ve been a part of it all. Well, 
except for the men’s groups. I’m sure they’re good, too, but I’ll never know. I’ve seen 
and experienced the power behind a group of women sharing in a safe space. It creates 
opportunity for understanding, connection, vulnerability and true healing.
 
This past semester I joined a group that filled a part of me I didn’t know I was empty. It’s 
the smallest group I’ve ever been a part of. There are five of us, and it’s just perfect. It’s 
shown me what a true, safe, community is really supposed to look like. The best part 
is that it began as a fiction book group, really. There was no real agenda. But God has 
intentionally woven it together as a sisterhood. We talk about Jesus, and we talk about 
recipes and shopping. No one is more important than the other. There are women my age 
and women older than my mom, and somehow, 
we are equally supporting one another.
 
The truth is that I believed the lie that I didn’t really 
need any of it. I’ve always believed in the power of community, but I’d rather lead the 
charge than be a part of it myself. I have a healthy marriage, and a few really great friends. 
I like to give advice, but I’m not always so great at taking it. But God was gently calling 

me to more; to more humility and a bigger vision of what His family 
is supposed to look like. I am so thankful for women who have 
embraced who they are in Christ, and encourage me to do the same 
by just being themselves.
 
What I’ve learned in being a part of Freedom Women is that we 
are all so much less alone than we think. There is someone else 
around you whom God is just waiting to connect you with; to ease 
that lonely ache you feel. Not to fill the spot that God is supposed 
to hold, but to walk toward Him together. It’s powerful and it’s 
necessary. We need to be taught, and we need to teach. It can’t be 
one or the other. We need women who have already been there; to 
show us the goodness and the faithfulness of God throughout life. 

And we need to be that same example for another girl coming up behind us. The way 
God designed it was no accident. Let this be your year to take the jump; to trust that 
God has you where you are not just for you; but for them, too. Believe it or not, you need 
people. You need other women. And they need you.

You need other women. 
And they need you.
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Scripture Prayer
Jesus invested his life in others.  From healing to delivering, He brought them into 
relationship that changed their lives because they were worth more than they knew. We 
pray that every woman would feel the presence and love of God in their home, workplace, 
school, community, and life, “God is within her, she will not fall;” (Psalm 46:5 NIV).
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FREEDOM MEN || BRYAN’S STORY
My wife and I had started attending Freedom Church when a guy invited us to a group at 
his house.  It ended up being a Freedom group and it was life changing.  The leader of the 
group became a friend and mentor for me.    

After that group with my wife, I decided to go through 
a Freedom group just for guys.  It was amazing.  We 
built a brotherhood through the journey. I knew that I 
wanted to see other guys experience what I did, so I 
signed up to co-lead a men’s Freedom group.

Being involved in the Freedom Men’s Ministry has 
been an awesome experience. While the plan was 
to gather a small group of men and build from there- 
Gods plan was way bigger. So many guys showed up 
to the Men’s Event, and that sparked a movement of 
men wanting to get involved and plugged in. 

I had the pleasure of hosting a Wild Life Group, and while I wouldn’t label myself a leader, 
I felt the spirit nudge me to step out of my comfort zone. I got to spend time with men, 
some of whom had never been part of a small group before. We talked about life, what it 
means to be a man and what our roles are as leaders of our household. We heard some 
rock solid wisdom from John Eldredge, and at 
the end we concluded that we weren’t meant to 
wander through this life alone. 

As a young father, it was very encouraging to 
hear from some seasoned veterans about the 
successes and failures these guys have experienced. I also had the opportunity to 
encourage them, and talk about opportunities to grow and get hooked up with other guys 
at Freedom Church. With all that God has done, I can’t even imagine what he’s going to 
do in 2020!

Scripture Prayer
God created you to be a leader in your family, neighborhood, and church. We pray that 
men would embrace the adventure that God has waiting for them, “Remember that I 
commanded you to be strong and brave. Don’t be afraid, because the Lord your God will 
be with you everywhere you go” (Joshua 1:9 NCV).

While I wouldn’t label 
myself a leader, I felt the 
Spirit nudge me to step 
out of my comfort zone.
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WORSHIP || ROB’S STORY
Worship for me is a way to battle the enemy.  As I raise my hands in surrender to Jesus, I 
can feel satan slipping off my back.  As I jump up and down in joy, I can feel satan letting 
go of my coattails.

I haven’t always been passionate about church and worship.  Prior to Freedom Church, 
I spent 50 years not wanting to go to church.  Songs at my previous church were mostly 
somber hymns which directed my attention to reflection and made me feel even worse 
about myself and my sins.

This year at Freedom has been AMAZING! Looking back, I can see the Holy Spirit was 
gently nudging and directing me.  At the same time, the enemy was right there trying to 
put doubt and fear in every decision.

The year started with my daughter, Izzy, giving birth to her first child in North Carolina.  
Izzy is the person who introduced us to Freedom Church.  After her delivery there were 
complications.  When the rest of my family went down to help, I had to stay behind.  I 
turned to prayer and my Bible for help and these are the verses that jumped out at me:

John 4:23-24, “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father 
seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”

I shared this on social media.  I can remember thinking aren’t you worried what people will 
think?  Satan is always adding fear and doubt.  That Sunday, I went to service at Freedom 
and the very first thing Pastor Wade showed on the screen was this verse.  It felt like 
Jesus was saying, “I hear you!  I am with you!”

That same week, Luke Tharp shared a song 
during the 21 Days of Prayer.  The song 
was “Raise a Hallelujah” by Bethel Music.  It 
brought me to tears.  That song showed me 
how powerful it is to worship God in the midst of a trial.  

My daughter slowly recovered and later in the year came to visit us.  During Sunday’s 
service, Luke sang “Raise a Hallelujah” at Freedom Church and my daughter was there 
worshiping right along with me.  It was the first time Freedom Worship performed the 
song.  God is Good!

That song showed me how 
powerful it is to worship 

God in the midst of a trial.
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With the Holy Spirit gently encouraging us this year my wife and I have gone through 
Growth Track, Freedom Group, Prayer Force and I was baptized.  Each has added so 

much to our faith.

The Freedom group changed my life!  It improved 
my relationship with my wife, my family, friends, 
and most importantly, my relationship with Jesus!

I auditioned for the Worship Team this year.  Again, 
satan was there adding fear and doubt.  Am I 
talented enough? Am I too old? They seemed to be 
on a different level. It was one of the best decisions 

I’ve ever made, and the enemy almost talked me out of it.  They have accepted me in like 
family.  The team makes me want to serve and worship with them as often as possible! 

The last Sunday of 2019 “Raise a Hallelujah” was 
on the set list and I was scheduled to serve with the 
Worship Team.  It’s hard for me to put into words how 
much this year has meant for me and how much I’ve 
grown spiritually.  Today and throughout 2020 as you 
live a life of personal worship, I ask that you keep 
our Worship Team and our Worship Leaders in your 
prayers and let’s shake satan loose with our worship!  
Thank you, Jesus!

Scripture Prayer
We reveal our love through worship. We pray for 
unhindered, surrendered hearts, “Since we are 
receiving a Kingdom that is unshakable, let us be 
thankful and please God by worshiping him with holy 
fear and awe” (Hebrews 12:28).
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SERVE DAY || MIKE & MARGIE’S STORY
What is Serve Day? Basically, Serve Day is like a one-day mission trip, 
where a group of believers come together and commit their time and 
talents to the cause of Christ.  Serve Day can be any type of effort – 
feeding the homeless, spending time with underprivileged kids or the 
elderly, or fixing someone’s house. It can be anything that is a burden on 
your heart to bless the community around you. 
 

Over the summer, we had the privilege 
to lead a group for Serve Day right in our 
own neighborhood.  We moved into our 
neighborhood about 18 years ago, and 
shortly after we did, our elderly neighbor 
across the street unexpectedly lost her 
husband. Our neighbor, Lucretia, never 
had children, and doesn’t have any 
extended family around. But, being the sassy, spirited gal that she is, she quickly made 
contact with us and we “adopted” her into our family. Since then, we’ve cared for her in 

ways like getting her groceries and medications, fixing little things 
around her house, taking her to the doctor, and just giving her a 
helping hand when she needs it. Over the past few years, she has 
become homebound, and even though she is still as independent 
as she can be, our “duties” in caring for her have become more 
common.
 
Lucretia is an unbeliever, but God has continually allowed 
conversations about eternity and faith between us when we visit. 
She has heard what we believe and why we believe it, but she 
had never seen the hands and feet of Jesus in action. She knew in 
whom we believed, but she had never been impacted by the love 
of Christ through the work of the body. 
James 2:17 says, “So you see, faith by 

itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead 
and useless.”
 

Serve Day is like a one day 
mission trip, where a group 
of believers come together 
and commit their time and 

talents to the cause of 
Christ.
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Serve Day was the perfect opportunity to not only get a list of 
tasks checked off around her home, but more importantly, to 
show her Christ’s love in action. We weeded, mulched, trimmed 
trees, repaired fences, fixed light bulbs and hoses, anything that 
was needed. Lucretia was certainly blessed by the to-do list we 
created, but more importantly, got to see faith in action.

As leaders of this Serve 
Day project, our hearts 
were filled to know that 
this one day of work had 
the potential to impact eternity for someone that we 
care about so much. Our church family sacrificed a 
whole day to come alongside of us to help to show 
this one lady the light of Christ. To help to show her 
the love and the hope that only He can give. So 
that each time she looks out her window, she can 

be reminded that there is a Father in heaven who loves her, who loves us, more than we 
could ever imagine. She was able to see Jesus through everyday men and women and 
we were so blessed to be in the front seat of it all.

Scripture Prayer
When we serve others, Jesus told us it was us serving Him. 
We pray that God would open our eyes to the opportunities 
of love around us, “I was hungry, and you gave me food. I 
was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink. I was alone 
and away from home, and you invited me into your house” 
(Matthew 25:35).
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FOOTBALL SUNDAY || CLAYTON & HOLLY’S STORY
Clayton and I had been searching for a church of our own since we had gotten married in 
2015. We had attended a bunch of different churches, but we just weren’t excited about 
any and didn’t really make it a priority on our list of things to do. Jesse and Judy Cox 
had been attending Freedom Church in Rising Sun, MD and invited us to come to their 
Football Sunday in 2016.  

Before coming to Freedom, Clayton and I viewed church as an obligation and saw no 
need for a community. We both had been hurt from religious leaders and churches in the 

past.  When we first walked into Freedom, it was 
a very interesting atmosphere. We had never 
experienced a place quite like it. On Football 
Sunday so many people came up and introduced 

themselves and seemed so happy. Obviously, we were a little taken back. “Why are so 
many people happy to be at church?” From the hurt we had experienced, I figured it must 
just be a front. 
 
Clayton and I continued to come back though because we had never been to a church 
like this! A few weeks go by and my parents started coming with us. My mother had 
heard about Growth Track and really wanted to try it out. Clayton and I still weren’t so 
ready to jump in anywhere and honestly, we didn’t want to meet new people.  However, 
she had asked if Clayton and I would go to Growth Track with her. We agreed. 
 
So, the next Sunday was the first step for Growth Track. 
We walk in...obviously a little late and I scan the room to 
see that my mother didn’t show up. Clayton and I try to get 
out of there as quick as possible and tell them we weren’t 
supposed to be in there. BUT… Fred and Cindy Dollenger 
are there leading, and they tell us we are exactly where we 
are supposed to be. 
 
So, we stayed and then somehow ended up in their 
Freedom Group following Growth Track. We went through 
Freedom and we met some amazing people through that 
and an amazing community since we let our hurts stop 
defining us.  

Why are so many people 
happy to be at church?
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I think back to the first day we walked into church on February 7th, 2016 for Football 
Sunday and thought “why are these people so happy?”. I laugh now. Clayton and I now 
help with the events team and now we are those “happy” people during Football Sunday.  
I have found that the difference with our church is these people don’t have a religion.  
They have a relationship with God and know what freedom feels like!

Scripture Prayer
Jesus welcomed all those genuine open hearts. We pray that our community would 
discover a spiritual home at Freedom Church, “So reach out and welcome one another to 
God’s glory. Jesus did it; now you do it!” (Romans 15:7 MSG).
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MISSIONS TEAM & AMANI || TRACY’S STORY
My name is Tracy Jenkins and this is my missions 
story .
 
Ten years ago my youngest son passed away at 
the age of 19 and I entered into a very dark and 
lonely place. My light had been dimmed by grief. I 
lived like this for about 4 years until I began to hear 
God urging me to serve others, specifically I felt 
called to missions.
 

My first mission trip was to Ecuador and it was my saving grace. It brought joy and 
purpose back into my life. I had found that serving others had pushed back the darkness 
and I began to feel the warmth of the light.
 
The next year I joined the Kenya missions team. 
I am still not quite sure what I expected but truly 
I did not expect that my whole world would be 
changed. That first trip 4 years ago I fell in love 
with the people and the country of Africa. I met 
orphans who had joy and gratitude. They were 
filled with hope despite what life had dealt them. 
I met leaders who loved the Lord more than themselves and always trusted in the Lord. 
They were willing to help others and always put others first. Each team member I have 
met has added value to my life. They are pouring into me as I pour into others. This has 
led me to search for a closer relationship with God. 

I had found that serving 
others had pushed 

back the darkness and I 
began to feel the warmth 

of light.
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I needed more knowledge to be able 
to serve better. I went from joining my 
first Freedom group to leading my first 
Freedom group. I have stepped out of my 
comfort zone more times than I can count, 
but I have now learned this is where I 
meet God. I cannot do any of these things 
on my own, I am not qualified, I am not 

brave, but if I step out towards God He will meet me and be my qualifier and my strength.

I thought I was going on a missions trip to help the less fortunate. I quickly learned that 
the people I met and the projects we have accomplished have been the story of the 
goodness of God. Every single thing. Every word, every deed, every thought and every 
action has been planned and orchestrated to advance the kingdom of God. God has put 
light back in my life to be shared with others. I am so blessed and thankful to be used by 
God and to be able to serve. Missions has truly changed my life.
 

Scripture Prayer
All of us have been adopted into the family of God. We pray that this heart of adoption 
would change lives, “Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means 
caring for orphans and widows in their distress and refusing to let the world corrupt you” 
(James 1:27).

I am not qualified, I am 
not brave, but if I step out 
towards God He will meet 

me and be my qualifier and 
my strength.
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FREEDOM GROUPS || GARRETT’S STORY
About 5 years ago I didn’t even believe in God, much less wanted anything to do with 
him. I wanted to do my own thing and figured that 
if I was happy and wasn’t hurting too many people, 
everything was good. Someone very close to me 
started taking me to Way of Life which then became 
Freedom Church; I was reluctant to go at first but 
oddly felt at home. I found myself consistently coming 
to church and calling myself a Christian, but nothing was really changing in my life. I was 
doing church but not becoming her.
 

Eventually, Pastor Mark invited me to a Men’s Freedom Group, 
and I thought I would give it a try. This was something with 
which I was again reluctant to try. I mean, a room full of guys 
who have never met getting together to talk about Jesus and 
get vulnerable... “Yeah, good luck with that,” I thought. But the 
Lord really softened my heart and gave me encounters with 
Him and a group of guys I’ve never met before that I never 
imagined I’d have. To this day, I’m proud to call each of my 
group members brothers.
 
By the time the Freedom Conference came around, I already 
felt like I had a completely new, real relationship with God, but 
the conference really set things over the top. I wasn’t entirely 
sure why but the topic on shame really hit me hard and I knew 
something was still in me even after someone had prayed for 
me and I had some one-on-one time with God when I got back 

to my seat. I made a deal with God that if I had finished the entire drink that I had (which 
I didn’t think I would) and happened to run into Pastor Mark on my way to throw it in the 
trash that I would ask him to pray, and all that happened. 

The prayer team leader, Mark and Fred prayed over me with absolute authority. The 
physical pressure and pain in the back of my head was gone and it felt like I had taken a 
burning breath that drove every stronghold the enemy had out of me. Post-conference, 
it felt like I had been completely set free and the glass ceiling that had been preventing a 
deeper and more intimate relationship with the Lord completely shattered.
 

I didn’t even believe 
in God, much less 

wanted anything to do 
with Him.
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Anxiety has been something that I’ve struggled with for almost as long as I can remember, 
but thanks to a Freedom Group it doesn’t nearly have the same hold on me as it did. 
I truly feel like I’m being transformed by the renewing of my mind and that I am a new 
creation. Of course, the enemy can’t stand 
this, and I experience thoughts and trials 
just like every other follower of Christ, but 
every time the enemy attempts to break 
me, he also takes the risk of making me 
and strengthening me in the Lord. He takes 
what the enemy meant for evil and turns it 
for good.

Scripture Prayer
Jesus invites all of us into a relationship that not only saves us but frees us. We pray that 
others would know and embrace the freedom that comes through a relationship with 
Jesus, “So if the Son sets you free, you are truly free” (John 8:36).

It felt like I had been 
completely set free and the 
glass ceiling that had been 
preventing a deeper and 

more intimate relationship 
with the Lord completely 

shattered.
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FREEDOM KIDS & CAMP || AARON’S STORY
I’m adopted and the reason for that is my biological parents were abusive and killed one 
of my siblings. The other two are now in a mental hospital for life because they caused 
serious brain damage.  Because this happened and I was adopted into a non-Christian 

household, I spent my whole life just wondering why this 
happened to me and what I did wrong.  I simply just felt alone 
and no amount of “I love you’s” would change that up until I was 
saved two years ago.  
 
Last summer I volunteered at Freedom Kids Camp.  I got to 
hang out with a small group of boys for a few days. One night as 
I sat down with one of the boys, I found out he came from the 
same broken past as me.  He’s adopted, biological parents in jail 
and even though his foster parents are amazing and love him to 
death, he still feels this sense of loneliness. 

 
But oh boy did this kid love hearing about his Heavenly Father.  When we did small 
groups he would shush the other kids cause he really wanted to listen and it hit me. This 
community will save him from all of the years of awful pain that I was put through.  I was 
just so happy that I could be here to meet him and tell him the things I wish I could’ve 
heard a long time ago. 
 
I’m just stoked to be a part of it! The main 
reason I like lead at Freedom Kids is to be 
able to help the kids out with any struggles 
the world makes them face and be able to 
teach them things I wish I had the opportunity 
to learn when I was their age. The thing 
that keeps me going and wanting to do it is being able to see the kids grow in their 
relationship with God. The kids actually listen and learn from what their leaders have to 
tell them, and there have been so many times where I even learn from them because of 
how much they know and love to talk about the Bible. I’ve been with freedom kids for 
almost two years now and both the leaders and the kids never cease to amaze me. It’s 
been a real privilege to be a part of it.

Scripture Prayer
Jesus drew everyone close, including kids. We pray for kids to discover the truth of their 
identity in Christ, “Train children how to live right, and when they are old, they will not 
change” (Proverbs 22:6 NCV).

I was just so happy that 
I could be here to meet 

him and tell him the things 
I wish I could’ve heard a 

long time ago.
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FREEDOM COLLEGE || EMILY’S STORY
Between various community groups and serving with our Freedom Students team, I’ve 
found a place and a group of people that finally feels like home. 

 
Within the Freedom College Group 
especially, I’ve met and nurtured 
relationships with every person I 
now hold dear and look forward 
to seeing at church on Sundays. 
Freedom College has given me a 
healthy environment to connect and 
share, without judgment, and with 

people who undeniably care about me. They allow me the time and space to process my, 
typically all-over-the-place, thoughts and emotions. 
 
To feel seen and understood for the first time is irreplaceable. And it is abundantly clear to 
me that the amount of love that has gone into making Freedom College official has been 
dealt out times ten… thousand. 
 
The leaders - who, by all means, were God-given - have a real passion for 18-24 year 
olds. Amidst a stage of life that is so typically atypical, a group of Jesus-loving, imperfect 
leaders have stepped up to show us that there really is no “normal” for this age group. It 
is one of the most comforting things to experience. 
 
What a relief it has been to have a group of people 
that want to walk with you instead of wallow. They 
encourage and they cheer on every lost and broken-
hearted person to walk through their doors. Jesus’ 
presence and wisdom overflow from these leaders. 
And it creates such a loving space for people to feel comfortable and get excited about 
Christ. 
 
From game nights to tough conversations during group, there is really no doubt in my 
mind that every detail has been prayerfully considered. To say I am grateful is a gross 
understatement. These are the people I want to do life with forever. These are the people 
I’ve laughed and cried and danced and sang with. 

To feel seen and 
understood for the first 
time is irreplaceable.
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These are the people that gave me enough grace and acceptance to finally come into 
my own. These are the people that redirect my focus to Christ. These are the people that 
changed my life in more ways than one. 

If you’ve been at all afraid of connecting, or don’t even know where to begin - trust that 
there IS a group for you. There are a bunch of pals waiting to be befriended that will know 
the deepest parts of you, and love you even more for it. Community is intentional. It is vital 
to growing in your relationship with Jesus. It is SO worth it.

Scripture Prayer
The heart of Freedom Church for every person that walks through the doors is to feel like 
they have found home. We pray for all the lonely and wandering to know, “God places the 
lonely in families; he sets the prisoners free and gives them joy” (Psalms 68:6).




