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Interactive Story

God crafted a breath-taking, beautiful world to provide the perfect home for His most amazing creation: people. 
Can you hug yourself? But from the first moment of history, the people God loved so deeply turned away from 
Him. Turn your head away from me for a few seconds. The world was broken. Say, “Oh, no!” People chose to 
go their own way, caring only for themselves instead of others and the God who made them. Shake your head.

But God had a plan. He chose a man named Abram. Say, “Yay, Abram!” He promised Abram He would make 
him into a great nation, He would bless him, and He would make Abram’s name great. All nations on earth would 
be blessed because of Abram. Though Abram—later called Abraham—and his children and grandchildren made 
many mistakes, God honored his promise. He made Abraham’s family into a great nation, the Israelites. Say, 
“That’s awesome!”

Then a long time later, when the Israelites were slaves, God called a man named Moses to lead them to freedom 
and to the land He had promised Abraham so long before. Give a thumbs-up. God gave His people rules to 
keep them safe and set apart from the nations around them who followed false gods.

God provided judges and priests to guide His people in the new land, but they wanted to be like the nations 
around them. God instructed the priest Samuel to choose a king for Israel. The first king, Saul, did not listen 
to God. Say, “Oh, no!” But Israel’s second king, David, was called “a man after God’s own heart.” Say, “Yay, 
David!” God made a promise to David through the prophet Nathan. God told his people that someone from 
David’s family would be the True King who would rescue and rule over God’s people forever. Say, “That’s 
awesome!”

Many kings followed David. Some of them listened to God. Put your hand behind your ear like you’re 
listening. But most of them did not. Take your hand down. Once again, God’s people turned away from him. 
Turn your head away from me for a few seconds. They worshiped false gods and fought against each other. At 
last, God allowed enemies to capture his people and take them to live in foreign lands. Say, “Oh, no!”

God’s people had failed to follow Him, but even while they were scattered, He stayed faithful. God whispered 
the details of his plan to rescue them once and for all. He sent prophets like Isaiah to share His words: A child will 
be born to us. A son will be given to us. He will rule over us. And he will be called Wonderful Adviser and Mighty 
God. . . . He will rule on David’s throne and over his kingdom. His rule will be based on what is fair and right. It 
will last forever. The LORD’s great love will make sure that happens (Isaiah 9:6-7 NIrV). Do a fist pump.

Through the prophet Micah, God promised that although Bethlehem wasn’t an important town, a ruler would 
come from there. Do another fist pump. God gave Zechariah a picture of what this ruler would be like: He would 
always do what is right. He had already won the victory. He would be humble and riding on a donkey. God even 
revealed that this king would die for the sins of all, but God also promised that not even death could stop this 
Rescuer! Do the biggest fist pump ever.

God had given His people all the puzzle pieces. He had promised a Messiah who would rescue them. Say, “Yay, 
God!” There was just one catch—no one knew when this Rescuer would arrive. 

For hundreds of years, God seemed to be silent. Put your hands over your ears for a few seconds. Many 
probably gave up hope—even the religious leaders. But others still lived in hopeful expectation that God would 
send someone any day. Show me a hopeful face.


