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Along the Way
News from the fellowship of churches

NA Outpost
in the Desert

FCC Naples photo.

by Ed White

OPEN TO THE SPIRIT—A one-time
pulpit fill has led to something more at
First Congregational Church of Naples, Fla.
The church’s pastor, Rev. Les Wicker,
asked an old friend, Rev. Thomas
Glackin, a retired Roman Catholic priest,
to conduct services in his absence last
summer while Wicker attended the NA
Annual Meeting in Anchorage. Glackin
was so well-received by the congregation
that, beginning at the start of 2011, he has
been filling a role as pastor in residence at
the church. The two ministers take turns
preaching sermons and doing Scripture
readings, and Glackin has led a recent
Lenten Bible study.

In the meantime, the authorities of the
Congregational Church—the members
—seem to approve Father Glackin’s
congenial, if unconventional, role.
“This outstanding and accomplished
pastor is bringing a great deal of energy
and joy into our midst,” said the lead article
in the church’s Navigator e-newsletter for
February, “and with his ministry, many of
his friends are given the opportunity to see
and hear him again.”
The arrangement is open-ended and will
continue or not based on the desires of
Father Glackin and the Naples church.

Betsey Mauro

A March article in the Naples Daily
News quoted a cautious public statement
by the local Catholic diocese, which
may look askance on the arrangement:

“Father Glackin is a retired priest of
the Diocese of Venice [Florida]. There is
an ongoing conversation with Father
Glackin regarding his purported work
with the Congregationalist Church.”

The Rev. Rob Brink lectures at the “Web Savvy Ministry” seminar at Olivet March 19.
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Father Thomas Glackin, pastor in residence, left, and the Rev. Les Wicker, senior pastor of First
Congregational Church of Naples, Fla., share worship duties.

When NA delegates meet in
Scottsdale, Ariz., June 18-21,
their host church will be the
Congregational Church of
Sun City, a successful church
plant more than 35 years
old. A former pastor reports
briefly on the church’s
beginnings and history:

WEB SAV V Y— The Center for Congregational
Leadership at Olivet College, Olivet, Mich., hosted
a seminar on “Web Savvy Ministry” Saturday,
March 19, to help participants increase their
knowledge about Web site effectiveness, uses of
social media, communication through technology,
and the ethical parameters of a cyber presence. In a
first for the center, the seminar was also broadcast
over the Web as a webinar. Fifteen people attended
in person at Olivet while another ten from
around the country logged on to hear Rev. Rob

that numbers from 55 to 60 dedicated
musicians.
The church has had four senior ministers:
Dr. John Alexander, Rev. Milton White,
Rev. Richard Adair and the current
minister, the Rev. Brian Anderson. The
church also has been blessed with three
associate ministers: Rev. Tom Witzel, Rev.
Paul Clark, and Rev. Rich Love.
Left: Ceremonial groundbreakers for the Sun City meetinghouse
were, from left: Walter Leck, chairman of the church's Building
Finance Committee; Herbert Phelps, moderator; the Rev.John
Alexander, senior minister; and Hal Frentz, a member of the NA's
Financial Services Committee.
Above: The Sun City Church building today.

T

he Congregational Church of
Sun City, Ariz., was one of the
first projects of the Congregational Church Development Division
of the National Association in January
1976. Dr. John Alexander had just
completed his six-year term as executive
secretary of the National Association and
was selected to be the “missionary” to
start a church plant in Sun City.

With humble beginnings, the first
worship meeting was held the evening

Brink’s insights and wisdom about
good uses of technology for ministry.
Sari Mauro hosted a clinic to help
participants set up Facebook accounts
while Rob Brink hosted a similar
clinic to help people create Web sites.
The seminar closed with a discussion
of ethics led by Rev. Betsey Mauro.
Slides from the ethics discussion and
webinar video can be found at www.
centerforcongregationalleadership.org

of Maundy Thursday, April 15, 1976,
in the garage of the Alexander home,
moving in to the living room for the service of Holy Communion. There were
20 persons present at this marvelous
beginning. The Congregational Church
of Sun City was formally gathered on
Sunday morning, May 2, 1976.
From the beginning of only 20
persons, the church has grown into a
lovely house of worship, with a total
membership of 490, averaging 300 to
350 persons each Sunday, with a choir

under the Seminar tab, sub-tab Tech
Savvy.
ONE OF OUR OWN—The Rev.
Michael Heaney, general secretary of
the Congregational Federation in the
United Kingdom, was inducted April
13 to a four-year term as moderator of
the Free Churches Group in England
and Wales and ex officio one of four
co-presidents of Churches Together in

The Congregational Church of Sun
City is looking forward to hosting the
National Association Annual Meeting
Communion Worship Service on Sunday,
June 19, 2011.
After retiring in
1977 from the U.S.
Air Force, THE
R ev. Milton
(Ed) White served
churches in Iowa,
Alabama, and Sun
City, Ariz., until his
second retirement in
2001. He chaired
the NACCC Executive Committee in
2005-2006 and the Congregational Church
Development Division in 1998-1999. A
trombonist and euphonium player, he cofounded the Sun City All Star 22-member
stage band. Ed and his wife, Pat, have been
married for 55 years and are the parents of
three children and the proud grandparents of
five grandchildren.

England, the national ecumenical body,
alongside the Archbishop of Canterbury
representing Anglicans, the Archbishop
of Westminster representing Roman
Catholics, and Bishop Jana JerumaGrinberga of the Lutheran Church.
“Coming from a congregationally
ordered body Michael believes it to be one
of the gifts God has given to the world
wide church,” according to a press release
from the Free Churches Group. “In this
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