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There is something glorious about the sheer brevity of the statement in the Creed 
about the Holy Spirit, just six words. 

“I believe in the Holy Spirit” 

The subject of the Holy Spirit bristles with difficulties and is often troubled by 
misunderstanding and imbalance.  

Paul was deeply concerned because in the very talented and troubled church in 
Corinth, the doctrine of the Holy Spirit was disturbing the peace of the church and 
dividing the unity of that church in the city of Corinth. 

The church universal has fallen into two extremes: we either ignore the Holy Spirit, 
or we go to the extremes of the charismatic movement.  

We meet the Holy Spirit on the first page of the Bible, indeed almost the first verse 
of the first chapter, but Genesis 1:2.   We hear God declare “let us make man in our 
own image.” [Genesis 1:26]. 

We must be careful not to miss the vital fact that the Holy Spirit is active in both 
creation and in salvation. 

In Genesis chapters 1-11, we have Primeval History. In Genesis chapters 12-50, we 
have Patriarchal History. 

The difference that the Holy Spirit will make in the lives of God’s people was 
outlined in two Old Testament passages: Ezekiel 36:26, & 27 and Jeremiah 31:33-
34. 

When the word spirit is used in the Old Testament it is most often the Hebrew 
word, ruach, and the word appears more than 500 times. 

When the word spirit is used in the New Testament the word most often used is 
the Greek word pneuma. 

Both words can be translated breath, wind, air or spirit. 

Matthew 3:16-17, we meet God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit 
working in harmony at the commencement of the earthly ministry of Jesus.  

The Biblical symbols of the Holy Spirit are a dove, as depicted at the baptism of 
Jesus by John in the river Jordan [Matthew 3:16] and the symbol of fire, as depicted 
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on the Day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came to the disciples in both the wind 
and the tongues of fire [Acts 2:1-4]. 

In some parts of the Christian church, a great deal more attention is focused on the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit and not the ministries of the Holy Spirit. The first tends to be 
outward, visible, and showy. The ministries are inward, private, and convicting to 
us personally.  

The Holy Spirit is to convict us and drive us to Christ, and having done so, the Holy 
Spirit is to guide, inspire, encourage, uplift us. 

As the time with the disciples is short, Jesus seeks to help, cheer, and help them 
realize that while they lose Jesus when he returns to the Father, they will gain the 
Holy Spirit [John 14:15-21 & John 16:7-16]. 

Jesus calls the Spirit the paraclete, meaning a counselor, comforter, helper, and 
someone to be alongside, guide and inspire. The strength and power of the 
promises which Jesus made to the disciples had their fulfillment on The Day of 
Pentecost.  

A former Archbishop of Canterbury, the head of the Anglican church, William 
Temple said, “No one can possess or be indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God and keep 
that Spirit to himself, it will flow forth”. 

In all the many aspects of the ministry of the Holy Spirit, we ought to be constantly 
reminded that we have the presence of God in us, the provision of God for us, and 
the promises of God to us! 


