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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father and will come again to judge 
the living and the dead.  

“The heart of the Christian faith is not a set of doctrinal propositions; however 
accurate the theology may be. Far less is the heart of the Christian faith found in 
a set of prescriptions for behavior, however strict or liberal these prescriptions 
may be.  The heart of the Christian faith is a person, who in the words of the 
Apostles’ Creed is Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.”  -- George M Phillip. 

As you read this section of the Apostles’ Creed you will see 5 fundamental and vital 
truths about Jesus; (1) His birth, (2) his life, (3) His death, (4) His resurrection, and 
(5) His return. 

Was there a man called Jesus? 

There are some people who will say that Jesus never really existed, that he is a 
myth, a combination of old stories and legends, rather like someone like Robin 
Hood.  

In fact, there is more contemporary evidence for the life of Jesus than there is for 
the existence of the Greek philosopher Aristotle. 

The four gospels were written between AD 50-95, and many of the eyewitnesses 
to the life and ministry of Jesus were still alive, and able to testify what they saw 
and heard from Jesus. 

Dr Bart Ehrman the well-known agnostic, who happens to be a professor of religion 
at the University of North Carolina, and whose writing and lectures do their utmost 
to undermine the new Testament reluctantly wrote, “Jesus did exist, whether we 
like it or not!” 

Of the four gospels, two were written by eyewitnesses, two of the Apostles band, 
Matthew and John, and almost every New Testament scholar agrees that the 
Gospel of Mark is very largely, the personal remembrances of Peter. 
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Josephus, a Jewish historian is famous for his multi-volume “The Antiques of the 
Jews”. He was writing to a largely Roman readership to explain the history of the 
Hebrew people. In his writing, he makes several references to Jesus and his 
followers. 

The Roman Senator and historian Tacitus gives an account of the persecution of 
Christians under the Emperor Nero and writes about the death of Jesus during the 
governorship of Pontius Pilate. 

Both Matthew and Luke give us the nativity stories, and Matthew essentially gives 
us the Jewish background, “where is he who is born king of the Jews” is the first 
question asked in the New Testament. 

Luke, in his account of the birth of Jesus, gives us the historical backdrop to the 
birth of Jesus. The census ordered by Caesar Augustus, Quirinus being the governor 
of Syria at the time.   

So, we have Biblical and non-Biblical evidence of the existence of Jesus, and strong 
clear Biblical evidence for the ministry, death, resurrection and return of Jesus. 

Blaise Pascal was a French mathematician, physicist, inventor, philosopher, and 
theologian: “The greatest of the proofs of Jesus Christ are the prophecies.” 

C.S. Lewis: “Jesus is either a liar, a lunatic or the Lord, for frankly based on the 
evidence there can be no other conclusion.” 

Jesus was his name and Christ was his title, which means “the anointed one”. The 
Hebrew form of Christ is “Messiah” which also means “anointed.  

Who does Jesus say he is?  Seven times in John’s gospel Jesus makes specific claims 
about his own identity: 

1. The Bread of Life, John 6:35, 51 
2. The Light of the World, John 8:12, 9:5 
3. The Door, John 10:7, 9 
4. The Good Shepherd, John 10:11, 14 
5. The Resurrection and the Life, John 11:25 
6. The Way the Truth and the Life, John 14:6 
7. The True Vine, John 15:1, 5 


