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Confidence In Days of Conflict  
“This is the day the Lord has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

Psalm 118:24 

Heather and I have been reflecting on the very different weather 
conditions that we have encountered this summer.  

Many people who visit Ireland are struck by how green the landscape is and how many trees, 
bushes, and grass there is all around. Perhaps living as we do with so much desert landscaping, 
the contrast is even more extreme to our eyes. I describe the Irish weather to friends as 
“typical” in that often, it is either raining or just about to rain, and you must be flexible in 
altering your plans to suit the prevailing weather. 

There were days in Ireland when I would have gladly given anything to have some Arizona 
summer heat, but I was foolish enough to buy a new sweater in Belfast which I probably won’t 
get to wear back here until winter. 

We returned home to Peoria to find a nation even more divided than when we left on our 
vacation, divided over politics, gun control and the change in abortion laws as decreed by the 
Supreme Court. People are protesting in the streets, and politicians are looking for our votes, 
each promising they have the answer to the many issues which we are facing in our society. 

As men and women of faith, we are not isolated from the social, political, and cultural problems 
in our country. We ought not to be burying our heads in the sand and hoping that all the 
problems will go away. 

However, the right balance it seems to me is both prayer and praise, taking our deep concerns 
to God and asking for His help and His will to be done as the psalmist says rejoice and be glad in 
each day which God gives us. 

Those four words, “this is the day” ought to remind all of us of God’s promise that whatever 
the weather, whatever the climate, however we are feeling, hot or cold on an issue, we can 
look into each day through the promise of God. 

Let us look forward to cooler days and cooler heads, and always to a sense of both the power 
and purpose of God in our lives. 

Your friend and pastor, 
Dr. Brian Anderson 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Senior Minister 
Dr. Brian Anderson 

brian@ccscaz.org 

Music Director/
Organist 

Christine Kyhn 
kchorale@cox.net 

Choir Director 
Pastor Peter Kyhn 

peterkyhn2@gmail.com 

Office Manager 
Terri King 

admin@ccscaz.org 

Senior Custodian Xavier Frausto 

 

Sunday Worship Service: 
Join us in-person each Sunday at 9:30 AM and 
Services are also live streamed on our YouTube 
channel which is linked from our web site at 
www.ccscaz.org.  Coffee fellowship time takes 
place immediately after the worship service in 
Alexander Hall. 
 

Church Office Information 
Hours:  Monday—Thursday: 8 AM – 1 PM 
Phone:   623-977-4241 
Fax:          623-977-0008 
Email:     admin@ccscaz.org 
 

For pastoral emergencies, call Dr. Anderson’s cell 
phone:     1-781-534-5701 

 

Church Website: http://www.ccscaz.org 
Please visit our website for all the latest 
information about our church! Services and 
Bible study are also live streamed, recorded, 
and published on our YouTube Channel.  
 

FACEBOOK: facebook.com/CCSCAZ 
 

YOUTUBE: ccscaz.org/YouTube 
 

Roadrunner Information 
The Roadrunner is published 9 times a year. 
Call the church office if you have a question 
regarding an item printed in the Roadrunner. 
Copies of the Roadrunner are e-mailed if we 
have your address. Copies are also available 
on the counter in the church narthex, or you 
may access it on our website. 

BOARDS & COMMITTEES 
2022 OFFICERS & CHAIRS 

Church Moderator:  Jan Ferguson 
Moderator Elect:  Randy Asendorf 
Church Council Clerk:  Terry Frausto 
Council Members at Large:  Eleanor Poe 
  Roger Hallier 
  Naomi Jensen 
Board of Trustees Chair:  Bev Eilken 
Treasurer:  Dick Clauer/Connie Burda 
Deacons’ Board Chair:  Iris Poling & Ruth Briggs 
Membership Board Chair:  Sue Dawson 
Missions Board Chair:  Pat Canfield 
Women’s Fellowship Chair:  Joyce Dudley/Bev Eilken 
Men’s Club Chair: VACANT 
Sweat Shop Sorority Chair: Norma Sandvig 

From the Church Office 
Some of you who see me regularly in the church 
office know about my big plans for September. But 
many of you do not, and it’s time to make sure the 
“cats out of the bag”. You see, back in September 
2020, my mom and I had a fabulous trip planned to 
celebrate her 70th birthday and my “empty nest”. 
2020 clearly had other plans for us though. Well 
after all of this time, it’s finally a reality 2 years 
later. We are scheduled to go on a 25-day (yes 25 
days) cruise September 5-30 that takes us first to 
Alaska and then Hawaii. We have never been to 
either place and are very excited that we are going. 
My mom recently had to have knee replacement 
surgery, and has worked extremely hard to 
physically be ready to go. We saved our pennies 
from endless hours of crocheting and selling our 
items online to make it happen. Pastor Brian was 
gracious enough to give me the time off when I 
asked so long ago. But...this also means I am asking 
a lot of each of you—as I am the only one in the 
church office, and I won’t be here for the month of 
September. Please if you have any large requests, 
get them to me as early as possible in August to 
take care of for you. Thanks goes to Treasurers Dick 
Clauer and Connie Burda for handling deposits and 
checks while I am away. Thanks also to Terry 
Frausto who has volunteered to come in once a 
week to finalize and print the Sunday bulletins 
which I will draft as much as possible before leaving. 
And most of all thanks to Pastor Brian for allowing 
me the time away and managing the front office 
without me for several weeks. I am truly grateful.   

— Terri King,  Office Manager 
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August is here and the fall season is nearly upon us! Summer will soon be over. Once again, we look eagerly 

to the new year ahead with members returning and activities in full swing. We have missed seeing “away” 

friends. We will welcome all of you back, but this summer, we have had activities that kept our hours busy. 

A HUGE THANKS to Shary Harris for arranging our Wednesday Dinners. Large groups of 20-30 plus enjoyed 

local restaurants and much good socializing. Plaudits also go to Bev Eilken, who arranged for a monthly Game 

Day at the church. Members and guests brought lunches and sometimes got so involved in the games, they 

forgot to eat! We had a morning Coffee and Conversation that was well attended. Another favorite was 

Movie and Popcorn time. With all of these activities, we were not so aware of the warm temperature 

outside! 

In addition, some have suggested we continue a number 

of the activities. It is looking like a busy year ahead. In 

addition to our usual events, there will be the Singers of 

the Southwest concert on October 9 and a program on 

Downsizing and Organization on October 25. On 

November 3, we will host the Sun City Sheriff’s Posse who 

will update us on Crime and Safety. Our ever-popular Arts 

& Crafts Fair is November 11 and 12. The All Stars concert 

is scheduled on November 14, and Thanksgiving Dinner 

will be celebrated on November 24. Add in all of our 

regular committee meetings, and you really can’t believe 

this is a group of senior citizens! 

Although busy we still found time to encourage each 

other. It was reassuring to see how many members have 

made calls, sent cards, and helped other members who 

were having problems. Encouraging others is something 

each of us can do. It only takes a phone call, a card, or a 

visit to show others they are important to us. Let us 

always remember to take the time each day to let 

someone know we care about them. We truly are a 

family! 

- Jan Ferguson, Moderator 

Encourage One Another Daily! 

 

The following members 

of our church family have 

passed away recently: 
James Marr 

April 26, 2022 
Darlene Harrison 

May 6, 2022 
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DEACONS  CORNER 

A Prayer for Labor Day 

Lord on this Labor Day, 

we thank You for the blessing of work. 

We ask for strength to complete each day. 

We ask for rest when we are weary. 

We ask Your guidance  

for everyone seeking employment, 

and we ask that 

You be with those whose faces 

we might never see 

but who work tirelessly each day 

for the good of us all. 

Amen. 

- Submitted by Iris Poling, Deacons Chair 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT 

It’s hard to believe that we need to start thinking 
about fall and winter activities for our church, 
especially with our temperatures still so high! I 
hope everyone has had a good summer, and for 
those who have traveled, that you return safe and 
sound. 

Summer does tend to challenge our church’s 
finances, with in-service attendance and 
contributions down. Thankfully, our Morgan 
Stanley Endowment Fund helps us balance our 
budget and pay the bills. Our co-treasurers, Dick 
Clauer & Connie Burda, send a monthly financial 
report to each of the Trustees. 

Although our board will not formally meet until 
September 20, we have been busy with projects. In 
June, we paid our Guide One yearly insurance 
premium. Also in June, the Trustees clarified and 
helped revise our church’s leave policies. 
Discussions among church staff, the treasurers, and 
our accountant showed some inconsistencies. The 
Trustee Board gave their unanimous approval 
effective June 17, 2022. Sundance Roofing 
completed the roof repairs over Alexander Hall, 
thankfully before any monsoon activity, paid from 
the Trustee Reserve Fund. Anthony James A/C 
completed their summer tune-up of our 11 A/C 
units, replacing filters and reporting that all are 
running good! In July, Force Electric was able to 
complete repairs to our fire suppression system 
over the kitchen stove, and we passed the city 
inspection. This cost was paid by Women’s 
Fellowship. We are continuing to receive bids for 
our parking lot sweeping, repainting the curbs and 
light poles, and possible repaving of the driveway 
entrances. 

Items on the agenda for fall and winter for church 
leaders includes deciding about our Rummage Sale 
at the October Church Council meeting. This sale is 
a great fundraiser, but a lot of work. Nominations 
begin for the various boards. In November, we will 
host the Arts & Craft Fair, and begin our annual 
Pledge Drive, as well as prepare our 2023 church 
budget - Whew! Thank you to the Trustee Board, as 
well as our church family. 

- Beverly Eilken, Chair of the Board of Trustees 
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M i s s i o n s  M o m e n t  
At their June meeting, the Missions Board selected the three charities that will each receive $1,100 in the 
third quarter of the year. The three agencies are the Salvation Army, Interfaith Cooperative Ministries Food 
and Clothing Bank, and Alongside Ministries who serve the incarcerated community with holistic Christ-
centered mentoring.  

Many of the groups that receive our contributions also need volunteers.  If you want more information 
about possibly volunteering, please give me a call at 623-933-7565 or email me at ralphcanfield@q.com.  

The Missions Board would like to thank Dr. Barbara Dabul for her many years of service on the Missions 
Board of the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches.  Another thanks to Randy Asendorf 
for his guest sermon highlighting the church’s involvement in missions.  

As you pass through Alexander Hall, be sure to read the notes of appreciation sent to us by the recipients of 
the church’s donations posted on the bulletin boards.  Because of your generosity and faith, we can all make 
a difference in our community and the world! 

— Pat Canfield, Missions Board Chair 

COME JOIN CHOIR!! 
                by Christine Kyhn, Music Director 

 

We need YOU!! No audition required. 
 
The choir ministry at CCSC is a gift. It is a gift to God, a gift to the congregation, and a gift to the 
choir singers. Joining our voices in meaningful anthems and leading out on the hymns each week 
help our congregation listen to the Spirit of God. Many church congregations in our country have let 
go of their choir ministry, often due to lack of interest and ability. Fortunately, we are blessed to 
have enough wonderful singers in our congregation willing to serve in this way.  
 
Choir is a great place to belong. The songs we learn lift our minds and hearts as we prepare for 
Sunday. The physical work of singing provides an easy and beneficial workout. And sharing our 
voices, smiles, and stories all help us feel a sense of community. Peter Kyhn is a wonderful director, 
kind, supportive, understands the voice, and is an expert in leading senior adult choirs. 
 
With church choirs, “the more, the merrier.” We need more of you to join us! You don’t need to be 
a soloist, or even be proficient at reading music. You just need a willing spirit to sing to the glory of 
God and to faithfully attend rehearsals each week. Remember, no audition required. 
 
Rehearsals are on WEDNESDAYS from 2:00-3:30 pm. We begin our choir year with our first 
rehearsal on August 24. The first Sunday ministry will be on September 4. If you are interested in 
singing in our choir, please come talk with me or with Peter. We will save a seat for you in the choir 
loft. 
 

Come join us! You’ll be glad you did. 

mailto:ralphcanfield@q.com


 

Pilgrim Roadrunner  Page 6 

The women of the church have been busy this summer planning 
activities for everyone.  If you have not joined a fellowship dinner 
out, a movie afternoon, or a game day, be sure and check sign up 
sheets and notices in the Sunday bulletins.  The activities are well 
attended and enjoyed.  The Sweatshop Ladies are also busy 
preparing for the Arts and Crafts Fair in November.  

Each July-August, we sponsor a School Supply Drive for two schools in El Mirage to help the teachers purchase 
needed supplies especially for needy children.   For the past few years we have been able to give them a 
substantial check because of your generous donations.  Thank you in advance for your gift for the children.  By 
July 31st, all donations should be in. However, if you have not donated, I am sure it would still be accepted.  

We are already looking ahead to fundraising this fall and winter.  Our biggest fundraiser that is an all church 
project is our Annual Rummage Sale at the beginning of March.  Our sheds have space for whatever donations 
are brought in.  So, if you have things to donate, bring them to the church.  If you have neighbors and friends 
who are downsizing or moving, please mention that our church will accept donations.  Last year we had a 
huge sale and raised over $18,000.  A good amount of that has already helped pay for needed repairs in our 
building not in the church budget.  Will you support this church fundraiser in 2023?  If we have the rummage 
sale in March, we need your donations and your time as we aim to make our next sale the best ever.  It is a 
great fellowship event working together, a service to the community, and an important fundraiser for the 
church. Whether we go ahead with the sale or not will be voted on at our next Church Council meeting in 
October. 

Please put these dates on your calendar for the coming months: 

• Women’s Fellowship Planning Meeting : Wednesday, October 19 at 10 AM.  
• Meeting with a Downsizing Program for Men & Women: Tuesday, October 25 at 10 AM. 
• Meeting with the Sun City Posse on Safety/Crime for Men & Women: Thursday, November 3 at 10 AM. 
• Arts and Crafts Fair: November 11 and 12 for which WF holds a Bake Sale.  
• Women’s Fellowship Christmas Luncheon:  December 15  at 11:30 AM. 

Keep well and enjoy each day. 
In Christ’s Love, 

Joyce Dudley and Bev Eilken 
Women's Fellowship Co-Chairs 

Sweat Shop Sorority Crafters & Quilters 
We have missed seeing many key members this summer, but as always, Norma Sandvig has things covered. 
One of our primary quilters, Sue Dawson, fell in early June and has been out for weeks. Jean Brenn and Marcia 
Lynk have also not been well and able to attend meetings as of late. 

The group wants to thank Mark Allison for cutting the Christmas tree Styrofoam main forms and the little 
pieces that are made into wrapped packages decorating the trees. He has been such a big help to us. Our 
group also made a donation to help the music department this summer with the purchase of a new organ 
light. The old light was falling apart and plastic shavings were dropping into the organ keys. This is just one of 
many ways we use our funds from craft sales to help the church and other mission programs, 

We are always delighted when someone new shows up to help or offer a new craft idea. We do a wide range 
of crafts, and it’s a lovely group of ladies to get to know. We need you, so please consider attending and 
finding out more about our group. We meet weekly on Mondays 8:30-11:30 AM through the rest of August. 
Beginning in September, we will go back to meeting every 1st and 3rd Monday of the month at 8:30. You can 
come and go anytime within that time frame as your schedule permits. We hope you have had a great 
summer and look forward to the return to fall soon. 

—Marcia Lynk 
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August 8, 2022 @ 1 PM  
Movie at Jan ’s 

August 10, 2022 @ 4 PM  
Fellowship Meal Out  

August 18, 2022 @ 9:00 AM  
Game Day 

August 24, 2022 @ 2 PM  
Choir Practice Resumes  

August 24, 2022 @ 4 PM  
Fellowship Meal Out  

September 7, 2022 @ 4 PM  
Fellowship Meal Out  

September 15, 2022 @ 9:00 AM  
Game Day 

September 21, 2022 @ 4 PM  
Fellowship Meal Out  

October 9, 2022 @ 3 PM  
Singers of the Southwest Concert  

October 19, 2022 @ 10 AM  
Women’s Fellowship Meeting  

October 25, 2022 @ 10 AM  
Guest Speaker on Downsizing  

October 27, 2022 @ 9 AM  
Church Council Meeting  

November 3, 2022 @ 10 AM  
Guest Speaker: Crime & Safety  

November 11-12, 2022  
Arts & Crafts Fair  

November 14, 2022 @ 7 PM  
All Stars Concert  

November 24, 2022 @ Noon  
Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner  

December 15, 2022 @ 11:30 AM  
WF Christmas Luncheon  

December 16, 2022—Time TBD  
Christmas Concert 

TREASURES WANTED!  

CAN YOU HELP? The Arts & Crafts Fair Silent Auction 
committee is looking for donations for the Silent 
Auction. ALL PROCEEDS ARE GIVEN TO HOSPICE OF 
THE VALLEY. Do you have some auction-worthy 
items to make this outreach amazing? Or, you could 
donate gift cards or event tickets to this worthy 
cause. If you have questions or would like to make a 
donation, contact Silent Auction Chair, Bev Eilken, 
623-300-4479. THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP IN  
MAKING THIS OUTREACH SUCCESSFUL! 

 - Chris Palmer, Arts & Crafts Fair Chair 

18th Annual ARTS 

& CRAFTS FAIR 

The Congregational Church of Sun City 

99th Avenue, just south of W. Union Hills Drive 

FRIDAY, Nov. 11 & 

SATURDAY, Nov. 12 

9:00AM — 2:00PM 

Coffee and light lunch available. 

T H I N K  

C H R I S T M A S  

Arts & Crafts Fair Vendor Update 
All of our indoor table spaces and covered outside 
table spaces have been filled. We have marked spaces 
for 10x10 tents outside which requires vendors to 
bring their own tents and tables and set up on Friday 
morning about 7:30 AM to be ready for the start of 
the fair at 9 AM. The price is $90.00 for the two days. I 
have 8 tent spaces left and possibly 5 or 6 table 
spaces that are not covered (shaded) for the $45.00 
price, and vendors would have to bring their own 
tables. I have had to turn several vendors away that 
wanted a covered table, and I am encouraging them 
to find a friend or another vendor who has a tent to 
join them on a tent space and split the cost. Please 
help pass the word around to your friends, and help 
us fill all of our remaining spaces. Thanks so much. 

— Chris Palmer, Chair, Arts & Crafts Fair 
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Although I did not attend the annual NACCC 
meeting due to my illness, I received a Certificate 
of Appreciation in the mail for my 5-year service 
on MOMC (Mission and Outreach Ministry 
Council for the NACCC), which ended on June 30. 

I was also sent a copy of the new brochure 
produced by MOMC. The brochure lists a 
description of each mission, both national and 
international, which MOMC supports, as well as 
email contact information.  Supported missions 
have been reduced to 14 due to noncompliance 
by missions with our Memorandum of Agreement 
or to the infeasibility of sending money overseas 
to them. 

I will continue to be involved with mission efforts 
as I am able to. The most recent mission I visited 
last March is ECHO, a global experimental farm. 
The brochure describes the mission of ECHO as: 

• Keyhole gardens equipping families to grow 
vegetables in space-saving gardens 

• Agricultural trainings and Biblical lessons to 
families in remote areas 

• Seed bank packets distributed around the 
world 

• Appropriate technologies to access clean 
water, process food crops, prepare meals, and 
build adequate homes 

ECHO is as impressive in person as it is on paper, 
and I am appealing to our church to support it as 
well as other missions in the brochure. My fellow 
traveler, Alan Gore, is a photographer who took 
multiple photos of ECHO, along with 
commentary. He and I will present this program 
to our CCSC Mission Board in September and 
then hopefully to the congregation as a whole 
later in the year. 

My sincere thanks goes to all of you who offered 
prayers and good wishes for me during my illness. 
In my case, thoughtful prayer was POWERFUL, as 
my kidney stone was successfully removed at 
Mayo Clinic, and as of this writing, I am fully 
recovered and back at home.  

Respectfully, Barbara Dabul, Ph.D.,  
Former MOMC Board Member 

News From MOMC                                                
NACCC Annual Conference Report 
Anita Kratzer and I attended the National Association of 
Congregational Christian Churches Annual Conference via 
Zoom in late June. Here is a short summary of items of 
interest presented at the conference. 

The keynote speaker, Dr. Ashley Cleere, spoke about 
Engaging in Pilgrimages. She cited examples of several 
geographical pilgrimages taken throughout the ages by 
people of various religious sects. Today, she emphasized 
our pilgrimage is not geographical, but rather spiritual. 
Our spiritual pilgrimage leads us to the time when we join 
God in Heaven. 

In-person attendance is declining in present-day 
churches. However, there is an increase in remote 
“attendance”.  This results in an expansion in a church’s 
neighborhood. Local congregations are no longer defined 
by the physical locations in which they reside. Our 
definition of ‘neighbor’ has changed during the past few 
centuries. There is an increasing expansion of community 
outreach. There is no isolation of separation from 
humanity. We join with all humanity on a spiritual 
journey to join with God. 

At the conclusion of her remarks, one attendee spoke to 
the fact that many churches are struggling. He requested 
information on where churches are headed in the future. 
The future of our churches may be one of the focuses of 
next year’s conference. 

During one of the business meetings, Resolutions and 
Bylaw Amendments were presented. Of special note 
were three that I would like to mention.  First, due to the 
advancement of the digital world in which we live, all 
conferences and meetings will allow digital attendance. 
Secondly, each church may appoint one delegate/one 
vote. Also included in this amendment, was the 
stipulation that a delegate may not represent more than 
one church. Finally, the delegate may be a church 
member or pastor. This was requested by a pastor in 
attendance at the conference who was not a member of 
her church. Prior to the adoption of the amendment, a 
pastor who was not a member of their church could 
attend the conference but could not have the voting 
rights afforded to a delegate. 

I was greatly impressed with the dedication, knowledge, 
and commitment of those presenting at the conference. 
It was an honor to represent our church. 

— Connie Burda, Church Delegate 
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Thank you Pastor Brian! 

8/10: Roger & Ruth Hallier 
8/30:  Bob Wixon & Sally Stewart 

9/08: Lee Catlett 
9/08: Marilyn Pomeroy 
9/13: Geneva Harrison 
9/13: Russ Wood 
9/23: Iris Poling 
9/23: Nancy Toland 
9/30: Chuck Harrison 

Pick up the Our Daily Bread September/
October/November edition in the church 

office, Monday—Thursday 8 AM—1 PM, or 
after worship service in the Narthex. 

8/04: Yoshi Fawcett 
8/04: Suzanne Rodgers 
8/06: Shirley Ramaley 
8/09: Shari Dransfield 
8/14: Martha Hartman 
8/14: Anita Kratzer 
8/14: Dorothy Spears 
8/18: Bill O’Neill 
8/23: Gail Dahlstrom 
8/24: Doris Loupee 

9/07: Bob & Jackie Schultz 
9/10: Carl & Irene Lewis 
9/16: Sam & Ingeborg Jones 
9/18: Bob & Nancy Toland 
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