
Gurnee Community Church 

Elder Board Meeting Minutes 

November 12th, 2019     GCC Chapel 

 

Members Present: Amy Gibes, Adam Hoskinson, Gary Miller, Steve Saunders, Chris Stephens, Robin 

Wantoch, Kristie Worfel, Fran Yanuzzi 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Adam opened in prayer at 6:37pm. 

 

Praises and prayer concerns were shared. Time was spent praying for the GCC church family. 

 

Steve (a member of the master building committee) outlined the master building report which was sent to all 

board members prior to the meeting. The report summarizes suggestions of a survey given to the 

congregation on areas of improvement to the GCC facilities such as accessibility of getting into and around 

the building, interior signage, security, and flow in the narthex in addition to possible future plans for the 

north wing.  

 

Discussion continued with Chris explaining the possible mortgage debt elimination plan by spring of 2021. 

Phil Rosborough (Director of Stewardship) and Chris have discussed the possibility of proposing three giving 

opportunities over an 18-month period beginning in early spring 2020 and continuing in the fall of 2020 and 

spring 2021 to eliminate the debt. This corresponds with the celebration of GCC’s 160th anniversary in 

2020. 

 

Robin discussed the importance of being in prayer about our next steps for the elimination of the debt and 

facility changes. Discussion continued on how to move forward. Chris mentioned one strength in our 

facilities as being our church’s work in community service and a “gap” being the facility accessibility to 

families with young children.  

 

Further next steps include Gary Elsbury (who reports to Chris) forming a team to prioritize building needs 

using our current resources/budget. Mention was made of thanking the master building committee for their 

efforts. Steve will write a letter of thanks to the committee and a thank you will be placed in “The Connect” 

newsletter so the GCC community can view it.  

 

After a break, discussion continued on the 160th celebration plans. Brian Walters has some ideas about 

ordering commemorative T-Shirts, as well as finishing the history room. Robin will ask those who are 

interested in forming a group to help with this in a short paragraph in “The Connect”. 

 

A live speaker is being sought for the church leadership retreat to be held at St. Mary’s in Mundelein. 

Pastors Chris, Brian, and Paul are looking for possible speakers.  

 

Kristie gave a report on the November 10th director’s meeting.  

 

The last order of business was discussion of the state of the church. Stacy Hintz will be doing the majority of 

the youth mission trip leadership in Panama this summer. The first meeting for this trip will be Nov. 24th after 



services. Josiah, our youth pastor, will be starting a full-time internship in the   fall of 2020. He is hoping to 

continue on staff part-time. Chris will be on vacation from 12/9-12/17. The date for the senior pastor review 

will be on 1/28/20.  

 

Steve closed in prayer at 8:13pm. 

 

The November 26th board meeting will be held at Gary Miller’s home.  

 

In His Grace, 

Amy Gibes 

Church Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 


