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Fall is finally in full swing and for many of us who grew up in the 

Midwest this is our favorite time of year. Crisp mornings and the 

changing landscape have not yet given way to the coming winter 

blast – and we are free from the sweltering summer heat and 

humidity. While every geographic location has its own desirable 

attributes and ‘best’ season I wouldn’t trade our autumn for any of 

them.  

I know many of you are enjoying the classroom and group 

programs offered this fall at GCC.  Not only am I hearing about 

how much you appreciate the quality of the programs, but you 

also love the people participating in them alongside you. Learning 

with and from each other is part of God’s design for the church! 

This month’s edition of the Adult Education Newsletter features 

the November Mini-Retreat as well as the Tuesday Evening Men’s 

book study. We will also introduce for the first time a new group 

study and a new class – each will debut this coming January. And 

no Newsletter would be complete without a few personal profiles. 

In Christ’s love together, 

Pastor Paul 
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   What’s Your NEXT STEP? 

    

 

 

 

   

    Holy Spirit Mini-Retreat 
   

  

“for it is God who works in you…in order to fulfill His good purpose” 

What’s 
Your 
NEXT 
STEP? 
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Our opportunity is to grow as 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 

So, where should you turn for 
your NEXT STEP? For a 
description of the current classes 
and groups see the NEXT STEP 
display board in the Narthex or 
speak with one of our Pastors. 

We are eager to see how God will 
“fulfill His good purpose” in you! 

At Gurnee Community Church we 
believe all followers of Jesus Christ 
have a NEXT STEP on their faith 
journey. 

In fact, God’s desire and intention for 
each of us is that we might grow and 
mature. 

“for it is God who works in you to will 
and to act in order to fulfill His good 
purpose. (Philippians 2:13) 

Prophecy 
 

 

What is prophecy? Is it still relevant today or is it just something from 
the Old Testament? What do I do when someone gives me a ‘word’ of 
prophecy? Does it really come from God? How do I know? How should 
I respond? 

All are welcome to join us for this exciting Mini-Retreat as we 
welcome back Jonathan Seiver to teach us important truths about the 
prophetic work of the Holy Spirit.  

This Mini-Retreat teaching seminar will be held Saturday, November 
11th from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. 

To register visit gcchome.org or sign up at the table in the Narthex.  

If you have any questions, see Pastor Brian, or contact him at 
brianwalter@gcchome.org. 

The Holy Spirit Mini-Retreat is designated: Everyone. 

 

Meet Steve Wantoch from the 
Thursday AM Men’s Study! 
 
“We all have habits. Some are 
good, some not so good. 
Establishing a routine “good habit” 
is often difficult to do on your own. 
Good friends can help to make a 
good habit routine much easier! 
That’s why getting up early on 
Thursday mornings to meet with a 
handful of men is something I look 
forward to each week. The 
fellowship, the genuine caring for 
each other, compassion, empathy, 
education and prayer have made 
my participation in this group a 
very good habit. Closer to God; 
closer to each other; closer to our 
spouses. Join us!” 
 
Steve’s group meets at the 
Gurnee Panera – Thursdays 
from 6:30 – 8:00 am. 

mailto:brianwalter@gcchome.org
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Men’s Tuesday PM Group 

The Tuesday PM Men’s Group meets from 7:00 to 8:30 pm at 

the Panera in Gurnee. 

They select a book and, each week, chapters of the book are 

assigned, and the evening’s discussion is based on that reading. 

Let’s review: Panera (coffee and goodies) – reading cool books – 

men having fun talking about some important stuff.  A night well 

spent! Of course, the discussion part only works if you read the 

assigned chapters so there is some homework for this group… 

Men of all ages and backgrounds are welcome and are 

enthusiastically encouraged to become a part of this group. This 

men’s study is facilitated by John Skillman – you can read a bit 

about why he loves this group in the box to the right. 

For more information about the Tuesday PM Men’s Group 

contact John at ibresqone@sbcglobal.net. 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

Meet John Skillman 

John attends the Men’s Tuesday PM 

group that meets at the Gurnee Panera 

from 7:00 – 8:30 pm. Here’s what he has 

to share: 

“My faith journey started in earnest when 

I started meeting with other men 

believers at Borders over a decade ago. 

The fellowship and digging deeper into 

what it meant to be a follower of Jesus 

Christ was the way God made Christianity 

more than just another interest in my life.  

For me I find that reading and discussing 

books on faith with other guys makes my 

faith journey richer and more present in 

my daily life. The fellowship, prayer and 

conversation with men provides insight 

and wisdom in a casual setting that men 

relate to and allows them to participate 

at a level they are comfortable with. Our 

topics have ranged from what it means to 

be a Christian man, to marriage, to 

apologetics, and even exploring how a 

former Muslim found Christ.  

If the Spirit is calling you to explore what 

it means to be a Christ-follower and a 

man in this age then you may find a men's 

life group like ours to be ‘what’s up’ for 

your next step.  

For more information on this and other 

groups see Pastor Paul or contact him at 

paulkattner@gcchome.org. 

 

 

 

The Language of God by Francis 
Collins walks the line between 
science and faith. 
 
It has long been thought that 
science restricts us to a life with 
no meaning beyond the physical 
– and faith rejects the rational. 
Collins disagrees on both 
accounts and seeks to integrate 
these two (seemingly) opposite 
ways of thinking and living. 
 
Participants will be inspired by 
Collins’ personal story of 
struggling with doubt, as well as 
the many revelations of the 
wonder of God’s creation that 
will forever shape the way they 
view the world around them. 

mailto:ibresqone@sbcglobal.net
mailto:paulkattner@gcchome.org


  

  Disciples Path 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

A Disciple’s Path is: 
 
Progressive 
Disciplined 
Relational 
Replicable 
 

Salvation is not an event – it is a relationship with the God who saves. 
And this is a relationship that can grow and mature. That is, as 
believers, we are going somewhere – or at least we should be.  

This is not aimless wandering. A Disciple follows the path of the one 
who is doing the leading. And Jesus not only led his disciples, but he 
taught them to disciple others, who were then taught to disciple 
others, who were then... 

Disciple’s Path is a series of 5-6 week studies that will teach you what 
it means to be a true follower of Jesus Christ.  

Group sign-ups beginning soon! 

 

 

Doctrines of the Christian Faith 
What does Scripture teach us about the nature of God? What about 

humanity and our relationship with the God who created us? Did 
Jesus really have to die and how does atonement actually work? What 
is the means by which we come to faith and what confidence can that 
give us for our salvation? For that matter, is the Bible even reliable? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us beginning January 11, 2018 for an in-depth 34-week study of 
the Doctrines of the Faith. We will take a deep dive into Scripture to 

uncover the essential teachings of our Christian profession and 
consider how these beliefs shape the way we live in the world today. 

In addition to a Thursday evening class session, this course requires 
out-of-class reading and study averaging a few hours per week ($25). 

 

 

 

 

Gurnee Community 

Church 

4555 Old Grand Avenue 
Gurnee, IL 60031 
847.336.2392 
 
General E-mail address: 
gccoffice@gcchome.org 

For Our Neighbors 

Find us on the Web: 
www.gcchome.org 
 
 

 
 

“for it is God who works in you…in order to fulfill His good purpose” 

SOMETHING NEW! 
 

Beginning in January 2018 we 
will launch two long-term 
studies: 
 
Disciples Path will be a group-
based exploration of what it 
means to be a disciple (a 
follower) of Jesus Christ and is 
perfect for folks who are just 
beginning their walk of faith. 
 
Doctrines of the Christian 
Faith: Systematic Theology is 
designed for believers who 
have already grasped the 
basics and are now ready to 
dig a bit deeper into what we 
believe and why we believe it. 
 
To learn more about these 
studies see the boxes to the 
right or contact Pastor Paul 
(paulkattner@gcchome.org). 

4 
 


