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I was working on a sermon this past week and I found myself 

wondering about the nature of discipleship. On the one hand, we 

need to recognize and celebrate the simplicity of the gospel 

message: we are saved by grace. This means there is nothing we 

need to add to the cross of Jesus Christ – we are offered salvation 

as a free gift made available for all who would look to God’s Son 

with hearts and minds of faith. 

But Scripture also calls on us to live transformed lives: when we 

make a true confession of faith in Jesus Christ the indwelling 

presence of the Holy Spirit changes us. We may not need to add 

anything to the cross – but the truth of the cross changes us. Our 

‘hearts of stone’ become ‘hearts of flesh’ and we begin to take on 

God’s will and God’s purposes for our life. 

A true disciple lives differently.  

How is your life different as a follower of Jesus Christ? Are you 

growing in your faith? Do you want to grow in your faith? 

If you do, GCC has a vast array of courses, programs, and 

experiences to bring out your inner disciple! Read on or visit the 

Next Steps display board in the Narthex to learn more! 

Pastor Paul 
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   Sunday AM Adult Study 
   

  

“he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion” 
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Our opportunity is to grow as 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 

So, where should you turn for 
your NEXT STEP?  

For a description of the current 
classes and groups check out this 
Newsletter, visit the NEXT STEP 
display board in the Narthex, or 
speak with one of our Pastors. 

See you in class! 

At Gurnee Community Church we 
believe all followers of Jesus Christ 
have a NEXT STEP on their faith 
journey. 

In fact, God’s desire and intention for 
each of us is that we might grow and 
mature. 

“being confident of this, that he who 
began a good work in you will carry 
it on to completion until the day of 
Christ Jesus. (Philippians 1:6) 

The Sermon on the Mount is the longest recorded teaching from Jesus (it is 
found in Matthew 5-7) and is indisputably the most famous sermon ever given. 
It includes the Beatitudes, the Lord’s Prayer, and the central tenets of Christian 
discipleship. In this sermon Jesus establishes not how to become a Christian – 
but what true Christianity looks like. 

At the conclusion of the sermon Matthew writes, "When Jesus had finished 
saying these things, the crowds were amazed at His teaching…”. 

Join us Sunday mornings at 8:00 and 9:00 am (same material repeated) in the 
Community Room for an in-depth study of the Sermon on the Mount. Come 
and learn what was so amazing about what Jesus taught his followers so many 
years ago – and why these words continue to amaze us today! 

There is no homework or advance preparation needed for this class and all are 
welcome whenever they can make it. 

This new Sunday AM class begins on July 8 and will continue for eight weeks.   

For more information contact Steve Saunders or Joe Gibes: 

(saunderstm@sbcglobal.net, jagibes@att.net). 

    

Tuesday AM Women’s Study 

Every Tuesday morning (9:30 – 
11:00 am) you will find a group 
of women meeting at Gurnee 
Community Church in the 
Community Room where they 
delight in opening God’s Word 
together. 

Their current study is Angels: 
Standing Guard. In this study, 
Douglas Connelly explores with 
us what the Bible really says 
about angels, including their 
service to God and their ministry 
to people. 

All women are welcome to come 
and experience this group to see 
if this is a good fit! 

For more information on the 
Tuesday AM Women’s Bible 
Study contact Diane Jensen at 
847-244-4888. 
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Sunday AM Men’s Study Group 

Authentic Manhood is all about setting men up to live 

lives of truth, passion and purpose.  The 33 Series 

offers clear and practical Biblical insights on God’s 

design for manhood that are both refreshing and 

inspiring. It points men to a gospel-centered vision of 

life that sets them up to enjoy God’s grace as they 

pursue the promises of His Word. 

As a man experiences the different volumes of 33, he 

will find himself building a vision for Authentic 

Manhood in his own life that is built on the gospel of 

Jesus Christ and was modeled by Him in His 33 years 

on earth. 

All men are welcome to join us at 9:00 am in room 

109 for our informal group. The lesson comes to us by 

way of video and discussion follows as we figure out, 

together, how to apply God’s Word to our lives as 

men. 

For more information on the Sunday AM Men’s Group 

contact: tonyguagliardo@mchapusa.com. 

 

Coming September 2018! 

 

Monday PM Men’s Group 

This group has been meeting on 

Tuesday evenings for a while now but 

made the move to Monday nights in 

early May. If you’ve been looking for a 

group but Tuesdays didn’t work for 

you this is your big chance. 

This summer the men will be 

completing a series of short book 

studies interspersed with some field 

trips and other events. For example, 

one of their studies this summer is 

“Messiology” written by the founder of 

the largest missions organization in 

the world! 

Summer schedules can be challenging 

so their goal is to provide some 

flexibility and a sense of welcome.  

Now is a great time to stop by and get 

to know the guys and see if this group 

would be a good fit for you. 

The Monday PM Men’s Group meets 

from 7:00 to 8:30 pm at the Panera 

in Gurnee. 

 

For more information on the 

Tuesday Men’s Group contact John 

Skillman 

(ibresqone@sbcglobal.net). 
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Growing Together Life Groups 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

Who are you doing life with? Many of us are trying to go it alone. But imagine going 

through life with a small group of friends who know the real you – who understand 

what makes you tick – and who are eager to join you in the joys and challenges of 

life. 

That’s what Life Groups are designed to provide. And they come in all sorts of 

shapes and sizes. Some are gender based – some are life stage based – some are 

made up of couples while others include mostly singles. Life Groups generally meet 

a few times each month and new groups are forming and reforming throughout the 

year. 

At GCC we believe that we aren’t wired to follow Jesus alone. Life is better when 

we share it together! Get connected today! 

To learn more about Life Groups and to begin a conversation about the sort of 
group you are looking for contact Pastor Brian (brianwalter@gcchome.org). 

Destination Israel Group Study 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are welcome to join Pastor Brian as he leads this group on an 
exploration of the places of the Holy Land. Where is Mt. Gerizim and why 
does it matter? Is Bethsaida the same place as Bethesda? Does “Oh, Little 
Town of Bethlehem” still exist? What’s it like? 

Designed specifically for those folks who will be participating in the trip to 
the Holy Land this fall – it is open to anyone interested. Please feel most 
welcome to join us! 

For more information contact Pastor Brian (brianwalter@gcchome.org). 

Gurnee Community 

Church 

4555 Old Grand Avenue 
Gurnee, IL 60031 
847.336.2392 
 
General E-mail address: 
gccoffice@gcchome.org 

For Our Neighbors 

Find us on the Web: 
www.gcchome.org 
 
 

 
 

Thursday AM 
Men’s Group 
The current study is based on 
President Jimmy Carter’s new 
book: Faith. In this powerful 
reflection, President Carter 
contemplates how faith has 
sustained him in happiness and 
disappointment. As he 
examines faith’s        
many meanings,            
President Carter           
describes how to        
accept it, live it,           
how to doubt and           
find faith again.  
 
For more information on the 
Thursday AM Men’s Group 
(they meet from 6:30 – 8:00 am 
at the Gurnee Panera) contact: 
stephen.j.wantoch@saint-
gobain.com 
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“he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion” 
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