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So, what’s the deal with NEXT STEP? 

NEXT STEP finds its origin in the Apostle Paul’s letter to the church 
in Ephesus:  

Ephesians 4: 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people 
for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 
13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of 
the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ. 

The exciting thing is that you can experience the ‘whole measure 
of the fullness of Christ.’ As you engage with Scripture and interact 
with other believers, God’s Spirit will guide and encourage you in 
your journey of faith. Imagine living in the fullness of Christ – not 
only in part – but in the whole measure! God has promised it can 
happen in your life! 

And Gurnee Community Church is passionate about helping you 
along the way. Through vibrant, gospel centered worship and 
preaching, via large and small group learning opportunities, and as 
we serve our community and the world, God is continuing the 
good work He began in you – and He will carry it on to completion. 

In Christ’s love together, 

Pastor Paul 
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 What’s Your NEXT STEP? 
   

 

  

   How do I know what my NEXT STEP is? 
  

  

2 

pure spiritual milk, so that by it 
you may grow up in your 
salvation…” (1 Peter 2:2) 

This Newsletter introduces you 
to some of the current 
opportunities for learning at 
GCC as well as introducing 
some folks who have already 
experienced the blessing of 
‘growing in their salvation!’ 

Read on! 

Adult education and learning at 
Gurnee Community Church is 
all wrapped up in this idea of 
NEXT STEP.  

It begins with appreciating that 
all followers of Jesus Christ 
(fancy word = disciples) have a 
NEXT STEP on their faith 
journey. 

“2 Like newborn babies, crave 

Why do I need a            

NEXT STEP? 

Basically, because God loves 

you and wants to be in 

relationship with you.  

Too often we think of our 

salvation as being wrapped up 

in a prayer that we prayed 

some time in our past. 

But salvation is not found in a 

prayer – it is found in a vital, 

thriving relationship with the 

God who paid a price we can 

hardly imagine simply to bring 

us into relationship with Him. 

Taking the NEXT STEP in your 

faith journey is one of the ways 

that you can experience the 

whole measure of the blessing 

God has in store for you – not 

only in eternity – but in the life 

you are living today! 

      “attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ…” 

Great question!   

And the answer will be different for different people! 

For a newer believer, it’s a great time to become grounded in the 
essentials of the faith. False teaching and false teachers abound in 
our pluralistic world (2 Timothy 4:3) and having a firm foundation 
in the basics is just the ticket when it comes to getting off on the 
right foot. Look for learning opportunities that cover the broad 
context of Christian faith and Christian living – they are often 
identified with the Essentials designation. 

Folks a little farther down the spiritual road should look for 
opportunities that have the Maturing designation. These groups 
assume an understanding of the basics of the faith and are now 
taking a deeper dive into Scripture and the real-life implications 
of the doctrines of the faith. 

Of course, many of the learning options at GCC are suitable for 
believers all along the continuum of Christian maturity 
(designated for Everyone). Life Groups (GCC small groups) are a 
great example of how powerful it can be when believers of all 
backgrounds get together to study, learn, pray, and share life in 
genuine community.  These Newsletters will also feature 
information about groups that are meeting to discuss vital topics 
in Christian living either as a topical class or a book study. Some of 
these take place on Sunday morning and others during the week. 

What’s 
Your 
NEXT 
STEP? 



 

 
 

 

Lake County Bible Study* 
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Lake County Bible Study will be kicking-off a study of the Gospel 
of Matthew on Monday, September 11 at 7:00 pm right here at 
Gurnee Community Church.  

Matthew is a great book for everyone – from those fairly new to 
studying the Bible, to those who’ve studied many years. As a 
disciple and first-hand witness, Matthew wrote his account to 
demonstrate Jesus’ identity as the long-awaited Messiah, his 
kingship of the Jews, and the fulfillment of God’s promise to bless 
all nations through His covenant with Abraham. 

Consider being a part of this group of believers who are interested 
in growing in their knowledge and application of God’s Word, 
developing a habit of daily study (20-30 minutes per day), and 
meeting new like-minded friends. 

Each Monday night, the format is a menu you can choose from 
that includes optional prayer/community time from 6:45-7:00, 
small group reviews of the lesson 7:00 – 7:55, optional large 
group summary discussion 7:55-8:15, and optional 
prayer/community time from 8:15-8:30.   

All are welcome to join our school-year length study, meet some 
new friends, and find a Monday night schedule that works for 
you.  

For more information on LCBS contact Keith and Tracy Kreb 
(keithkreb@aol.com, tracykreb@aol.com). 

*Lake County Bible Study is designed for the Maturing believer. 

 

 

 

Keith & Tracy Kreb 

Keith and Tracy have 

been facilitating (what we 

know today as) the Lake 

County Bible Study for 

several years now. They 

are passionate about 

seeing people grow 

through the study of 

God’s Word and are 

excited about offering 

this next study. Married 

for more than 30 years 

they have two grown 

daughters (Rachel and 

Jennifer) and have been 

members of our church 

since 1991. Both Keith 

and Tracy are gifted 

teachers with a keen 

understanding of 

Scripture and the ability 

to bring it to life. You will 

be blessed by their 

instruction and the 

genuine community they 

have nurtured in this 

group. 

mailto:keithkreb@aol.com,%20tracykreb@aol.com
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Ladies, mark your calendars for Saturday, September 16 for a 
simulcast event featuring Beth Moore. You can register for the 
retreat on Sunday mornings as well as at www.gcchome.org.  The 
cost for attending this event is $30 which includes lunch and 
materials. 

For more information visit the table in the Narthex or contact 
Margie Carrick at womensministry@gcchome.org.   

Beth Moore founded Living Proof Ministries in 1994 with the 
purpose of teaching women how to love and live on God’s Word. 
She has written numerous books and Bible studies, and she 
launched a radio ministry in 2004 called Living Proof. Ever the 
storyteller, Beth is known to pepper her teaching with stories and 
poems written from the perspective of pertinent characters. She 
communicates with great energy, passion, humor, warmth, and 
grace. 

 

 

 

 

 

*Designated Everyone 

Gurnee Community 

Church 

4555 Old Grand Avenue 
Gurnee, IL 60031 
847.336.2392 
 
General E-mail address: 
gccoffice@gcchome.org 

For Our Neighbors 

Find us on the Web: 
www.gcchome.org 
 
 

 

      “attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ…” 
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