
A Call for Manly Men 

 

It’s Time For Men To Act Like…Well – Men! 

King David knew that he was going to die. His days, even hours – were limited. These were his 

last recorded words to his son Solomon before he passed away: 

I am about to go the way of all the earth. So be strong, act like a man, and observe what the Lord 

your God requires.” 1 Kings 2:2 

 

David had an extraordinary life. From keeper of sheep to the ruler of Israel. He had killed lions 

and bears with just his hands. He had delivered the armies of Israel as a boy by slaying the giant 

Goliath. He had led armies to battle the enemies of God’s people. He had become King – and 

under his rule Israel had become great. 

Along with great triumphs, he had also experienced great failures. Personal failures. He had lied 

and cheated and stolen and committed great sins. He was a broken man – like all of us. He had 

also repented, experienced God’s redemption and His amazing grace. 



With so many years of knowledge and experience, knowing that he was in his last hours – gave 

greater weight to what he said to Solomon. This was not only his son, but also the next King of 

Israel. 

He said: Act like a man. 

 

There is a tremendous misunderstanding of what it means to be manly today. I don’t mean the 

kind of false stereotypical masculinity that we see portrayed in movies, television, and our 

culture at large. 

 

There’s nothing manly about a guy downing booze until he throws up. There’s nothing manly 

about cruising for women like some predatory beast and then devouring them for pleasure before 

discarding them. There’s nothing manly about making a child but then running away like a 

coward before that child is born. There’s nothing manly about abusing, dominating, or treating a 

woman like a servant. 

To think these actions make up true manhood is like thinking that the average “gentlemen’s 

club” is actually for gentlemen. It’s not. Instead, it is a Palace of Perpetual Adolescence where 

incomplete males go to get on the cheap what they don’t have the guts to fight for righteously. 

Even the legitimate pleasures that many men traditionally enjoy don’t necessarily make them 

manly. There isn’t anything uniquely manly about watching or playing sports or hunting or 

downing large quantities of food or burping or peeing in the woods. None of these are inherently 

evil – I have done many of them from time to time – but none of them are inherently masculine, 

either. 

Here’s the deal: none of this defines the kind of manhood I am talking about. 

▪ I’m talking about the kind of manhood lived by bold, caring, principled, passionate men. 

▪ I’m talking about the kind of manhood that makes a family whole, a woman safe, a child 

confident, and a community strong. 

▪ I’m talking about a manhood rooted in heritage and honor and devotion to a tribe. 

Yes – it can often be rowdy and eager to have fun – but it is always on mission and seeks for the 

best of others. 

This is what King David meant when he told Solomon to act like a man. 

 

That is the call for all men. 

Men need to stop acting like self-centered, adolescent, insecure, entitled little boys – and step up 

and act like a man. 

 

When men do that – our relationships, our families, our communities, and our world will be a 

much better place! 


