
  
 

“162 FOR 162” 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
Why is GCC conducting this Initiative and why now? 
Today, mortgage payments to our lender and additional giving, directed 
specifically toward GCC debt reduction, have reduced our mortgage princi-
pal to $162,000.  As we look on our 162ndh anniversary, we believe that 
we should be Completely Free To Thrive so that we can be For Our Neigh-
bors in ever greater measure and also be a house of the Lord where every-
one is invited and encouraged to take Next Steps on a transformation jour-
ney to become more like Christ.  
 
How much is needed to accomplish its financial goal?   
Approximately $162,000 by December 31, 2021. 
 
What happens if GCC falls short of its goal?   
We will first celebrate the generous giving of God’s people and praise God 
for His goodness and faithfulness.  An evaluation of giving along with other 
potentially available funds will be conducted prior to December 2021, to 
make up the balance. 
 
What happens if GCC receives funds beyond its goal? 
We will first celebrate the generous giving of God’s people and praise God 
for His goodness and faithfulness, allowing GCC to be Completely Free to 
Thrive.  Being debt free will allow GCC to focus on what we can do on an 
ongoing basis. Additional funds will go toward the GCC endowment fund. 
 
When are we going to complete the North Wing?   
Donations will be first applied to the debt and not the North Wing.  If GCC 
receives funds beyond its goal, potential enhancements to the North Wing 
may be a result.  No specific plans or timeline exist; however, if we choose 
to move forward in this direction, we could envision: 

 Increased multi-purpose space for children, youth and adult ministries 
currently meeting in less than ideal spaces (Next Steps) 

 Possible expansion of Preschool into day care (For Our Neighbors) 

 Increased ability to be a meeting space for outside ministries and 
community organizations (For Our Neighbors) 

 
What is the timeline? 
October 3, 2021 – “Commitment” Sunday (Pledge cards are turned in by 
this date) 
December 31, 2021 – All pledged monies to be received by this date 
February 13, 2022 – “Celebration” Sunday  
 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (continued) 
What is the impact of my donation?   
Your donation will go directly toward GCC’s existing mortgage debt with 
the goal of GCC being Completely Free to Thrive.   If GCC is unencumbered  
financially, we can increase our ability to connect with the community and 
lead people to the thriving life in Jesus Christ.  Imagine a church that is 
free to maximize our efforts to plant seeds, create fertile soil, and water 
generously so that individuals can thrive in Christ as God produces the 
increase.   
 
How is this initiative different from my regular giving? 
The Completely Free to Thrive initiative is asking for you to pray and con-
sider giving generously above and beyond your regular giving.  Your regu-
lar tithes and offering go toward the budget.  Giving for this initiative will 
go directly toward mortgage debt elimination. 
 
How is this giving separately accounted for from my regular giving? 
You will be provided new Pledge cards for the Completely Free to Thrive 
initiative.  We are asking you to complete your Pledge Card and return it 
to GCC by October 3, 2021, which is “Commitment” Sunday.  There will be 
new Giving envelopes available from September 19 for you to make dona-
tions to GCC for this Initiative through December 2021.  Online giving op-
tions will also be designated between regular giving and this initiative.  
Your GCC Giving statements will detail and separately account for both 
your regular giving and Initiative contributions. 
 
How can I contribute?   
You can contribute in a variety of methods, in a one-time lump sum, and/ 
or weekly, monthly, or another periodic installment basis: 

 Cash or checks in Sunday offering, using the new Initiative envelopes   

 Secure, online giving at http://gcchome.org/giving/completely-free-to
-thrive 

 Non-cash (i.e. stocks, bonds, real estate, etc.) donations 
 
How are non-cash security contributions (i.e. stocks, bonds) handled and 
FMV determined? 
GCC uses a brokerage account to handle noncash security contributions.  
Please see Phil Rosborough, GCC Director of Stewardship for further infor-
mation (contact information at end of Q&A). 
 
Who should I contact if I have any other questions? 
Please see Phil Rosborough, GCC Director of Stewardship, if you have any 
questions or would like additional information.  You can reach him at:  
C: 847-417-0832 
PhilRosborough@gcchome.org 

mailto:PhilRosborough@gcchome.org


 

Just Imagine... 
 
Imagine a church that takes the mission of Jesus seriously—the mis-
sion to restore the broken and hurting people around them to a 
thriving life with God. Imagine a church with energetic and gifted 
volunteers, ministry leaders, and staff, all working together in pur-
suit of that mission.  Imagine a church with a growing congregation 
of people who are passionate about their spiritual growth, eager to 
use their gifts in ministry, and whose hearts break for people who 
don’t yet know God.  Imagine a church with a building in a prime 
location to fulfill the mission of Jesus in their specific community; a 
building with the space available for a variety of both ministry pro-
grams and community events.  Imagine a church with a beautiful 
and dedicated worship space that is configured to meet the needs 
of both traditional and more contemporary styles of worship.  Im-
agine a church that meets for vibrant worship, relevant teaching, 
and life-changing community.  In other words, imagine a church 
where people are thriving. 
 
It shouldn’t be hard to imagine a church like that.  This is a picture 
of Gurnee Community Church today.  GCC is a place of Christ-
centered passionate spirituality where people are thriving and pur-
suing the mission of Jesus to lead others to that thriving life.  GCC is 
a great place to hear about Jesus, grow in relationship with Him, 
and serve Him all your days.  But to be a complete description of 
GCC today, we have to add something to that picture:  Imagine a 
church, with all these advantages, that is not able to maximize their 
kingdom building potential because a significant portion of their 
shared financial resources must be used to service a mortgage debt. 
 
Unfortunately, this is also a part of the picture of Gurnee Communi-
ty Church today.  Through the Spirit-led generosity of GCC, between 
2011 and 2014, we reduced the amount of our mortgage debt by 
over one million dollars.  Since the beginning of COVID, principal 
payments and continued generosity of our GCC family had reduced 
the mortgage balance to $162,000.  After a refinance in 2021, we 
still continue to pay over $4000/month in mortgage payments and 
nearly $1000 per month on  FEMA flood insurance that is required 
by the lender. All this represents $5000 per month that must come 
out of our operating budget, very little of which reduces the princi-
pal balance. 

To be clear, the tithes and offerings of the GCC family are generous 
and consistent.  We are able to operate the facility, fund ministries 
at an adequate level, and do great things for God.  We are not in a 
financial crisis.  We are more than surviving — we are thriving in 
many areas, but we are not are not completely free to thrive as a 
church because of this financial situation.  We are able to live up to 
our God-given potential. 
 
But imagine what GCC would look like if we were completely free to 
thrive – if we were uninhibited financially, and no longer beholden 
to a lender.  Imagine a church that is free to maximize our efforts to 
plant seeds, create fertile soil, and water generously so that indi-
viduals can thrive in Christ as God produces the increase.  This was 
the vision of the “Free to Thrive” campaign that began in 2011, and 
much of that vision has been realized through your generosity.  
 

Plant Seeds 
First, back in 2011, we imagined a church that is expanding their 
efforts to plant the seeds of the Word of God in the young people 
of our community by taking full advantage of our location next to 
the local middle school and high school through the development 
of an after-school outreach ministry utilizing a newly remodeled 
space within the building, as well and renew our emphasis on min-
istry to children through remodeled and dedicated space designed 
specifically to be engaging to children and appealing to parents.  
Much of this dream has become a reality.  
 
For example, The Venue after-school program was launched as en-
visioned, our children’s check-in area and gym has been decorated 
specifically for children’s ministry, and the addition of a climbing 
wall has been a valuable asset for both youth and children’s events.  
These changes have already enhanced our ministry to children and 
youth—lives are being changed.  
 
But there are still conflicts in events, and many situations where the 
available space is not ideal for the group size or activity.  Eliminating 
the mortgage would free up the necessary ongoing resources to be 
FOR OUR NEIGHBORS by building-out the unfinished “North Wing” 
into numerous multi-use spaces that would dramatically enhance 
our ministry to children and youth, and adults, both within GCC and 
in the community.   

Create Fertile Soil 
Second, in 2011 we imagined a church that is expanding their 
efforts to create fertile soil for people to thrive by creating a more 
welcoming environment.  This welcoming environment would max-
imize the impact on visitors by eliminating most of the typical issues 
that leave a poor first impression and prevent deeper levels of con-
nection where thriving can begin.  Again, much of this dream has 
become a reality.  We resurfaced the parking lot, updated bath-
room facilities, and completely remodeled the Community Room 
and Library. This more welcoming environment not only impacts 
new visitors but is also providing our existing congregation with 
comfortable spaces for Bible studies, small groups, and other minis-
tries.  But these efforts are not complete.  The unfinished “North 
Wing” creates a poor first impression, and there are still many spac-
es in the older part of the building in desperate need of updating. 
 

Water Generously 
Thirdly, we imagined a church that is expanding its efforts to water 
generously with resources the work that God is already doing in our 
community and around the world.  This included the goal to in-
crease our financial giving to ministries outside of our church to at 
least 10% of our operating budget, which was more than twice 
what it was at the start of the campaign.  Since the start of the Free 
to Thrive campaign in 2011, we have steadily increased our mis-
sions giving to $76,000 per year, which is 8.6% of our current budg-
et.  The elimination of our mortgage debt would easily free up the 
necessary $13,000 per year for us to finally achieve that 10% goal. 
 

Our Vision 
Our vision is to eliminate that remaining $162,000 of debt by the 
end of 2021 through the generous, above-and-beyond giving of 
our GCC family, and be Completely Free to Thrive as a result.  After 
achieving this goal, there will be an additional $60,000 per year 
available for productive ministry on an ongoing basis.  This will be 
an incredible legacy for future generations. 
 
For the last 160 years, Gurnee Community Church has been called 
to serve this community by being For Our Neighbors, and leading 
them into the thriving life we were all created for.  By God’s grace, 
together we can do more than just imagine – we can bring this into 
reality as we become completely free to thrive. 


