
Gurnee Community Church
Elder Board Meeting Minutes
January 24, 2023
GCC Community Room

Members Present: Amy Gibes, Tony Guagliardo, Adam Hoskinson, Charlene Quint, Steve
Saunders, Senior Pastor Chris Stephens, Nancy Westover, Fran Yanuzzi

Members Absent: None

Steve Saunders opened the meeting in prayer.

Time was spent sharing praises and prayer requests for each other and the GCC faith
community. The board spent time engaging in prayer.

The Board discussed chapters nine and ten from the book by Lee Eclov titled Feels Like
Home-How Rediscovering the Church as Family Changes Everything. The discussion topics
centered around the power of connections (women’s conference; men’s No Regrets
Conference), remembering to celebrate more, consider re-enacting the expressing of joys and
concerns corporately, comforting others, and more. The story of Jim who never really got his act
together resonated with everyone, as did the concept of moving the patio to the front.

Charlene Quint moved to approve the meeting minutes from 12/13/2022. Fran Yanuzzi
seconded the motion. All present approved by voice vote. Steve Saunders moved to approve
the meeting minutes from 1/10/2023. Charlene Quint seconded the motion. All present
approved by voice vote (Fran Yanuzzi abstained due to prior meeting’s absence).

The Board discussed the Pastoral Renewal Leave Policy and recommended changes to the
verbiage in Section II parts i. and m. Once completed by Adam Hoskinson, Charlene Quint
moved to approve the Pastoral Renewal Leave Policy, and Steve Saunders seconded the motion.
All present approved by voice vote.

The Board discussed the Renewal Leave request for Carrie Yeaman with the following highlights:
- Develop a plan for self-care post Renewal Leave
- Elaborate more on details of study with friend
- Develop formal plan to cover responsibilities while on Renewal Leave.

The Board reiterated and formalized its decision to approve the Renewal Leave proposal for
Carrie Yeaman. Charlene Quint moved to approve the Renewal Leave proposal for Carrie
Yeaman, and Fran Yanuzzi seconded the motion. All present approved by voice vote.

The Board discussed the following topics to the Ordination of Stacie Hintz:



● Senior Pastor Chris Stephens reviewed the document entitled “Motions regarding the
Calling and Ordination of Stacie Hintz”

● The documents pertaining to the Calling and Ordination of Stacie Hintz are part of these
meeting minutes as provided by Senior Pastor Chris Stephens

● According to protocol, the Elder Board must propose this motion to the congregation
● The Board made a motion to approve proposing these motions. Charlene Quint moved

to approve this motion, and Steve Saunders seconded the motion. All present approved
by voice vote.

The Board mentioned there actually will be two open seats in total on the Elder Board since we
still have one seat that remains open, and after eight years of serving on the Elder Board Fran
Yanuzzi will be departing this June.

Nancy Westover closed the meeting in prayer. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday,
February 14th at 6:30pm in the GCC Community Room.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tony Guagliardo
GCC Church Secretary

Motions regarding the Calling and Ordination of Stacie Hintz
for the Congregational Meeting of Gurnee Community Church

March 19, 2023

The Call to the Position of Associate Pastor

EXPLANATION: The constitution of Gurnee Community Church places the responsibility to call
any individual to the role of Pastor at Gurnee Community Church on the congregation as a
whole.

It is the expressed desire of our Senior Associate Pastor, Brian Walter, in agreement with our
Senior Pastor, Chris Stephens, and the Board of Elders, that Stacie Hintz, currently serving in
the role of Director of Student Ministries and Pastoral Licentiate, be called as an Associate
Pastor at Gurnee Community Church. Stacie possesses all of the expected characteristics



and qualifications for the role, and has proven herself competent in the role over the last
year and half. Pending the approval of the congregation, Stacie will be a candidate for
ordination into full time vocational ministry.

As an Associate Pastor on our staff team, Stacie’s initial responsibilities will be focused on
Student Ministries. In addition, she will also be called upon to perform all of the other
general responsibilities of a pastor among us, just as she has in her current role as a Pastoral
Licentiate.

MOTION: That Stacie Hintz be called to Gurnee Community Church as an Associate Pastor.

The Call to Ordain

EXPLANATION: In the tradition of congregationally governed churches, after an individual has
received a call to vocational Christian ministry as a Pastor and minister of the Gospel though the
leading of the Holy Spirit; and after they have prepared themselves for that ministry through
appropriate classroom and practical education; and after they have sufficiently demonstrated
the gifts and character necessary for the ministry during a period of ministry of at least one
year; it is then appropriate for the Church that has nurtured and supported the candidate
through the years of preparation to publicly confirm what God has done through the solemn act
of ordination.

Stacie Hintz has received and responded to such a call to pastoral ministry as an Associate
Pastor at Gurnee Community Church; she has prepared herself through the pursuit and
receipt of a Masters of Divinity from Asbury Theological Seminary; and she has
demonstrated the necessary gifts and character as a pastoral leader and biblical teacher,
specifically in her role as Pastoral Licentiate and Director of Student Ministries over the past
year and half.

After prayerful consideration, the Board of Elders recommends to the congregation of
Gurnee Community Church that Stacie Hintz be ordained as a Christian minister, and
therefore publicly recognized as one set apart for vocational Pastoral ministry.

MOTION: That in response to his expressed call and the leadings of the Holy Spirit, we do set
apart Stacie Hintz for the Christian Ministry through the solemn act of ordination.

The Calling and Convening of a Vicinage Council

EXPLANATION: The process of ordination requires the calling of a council of pastors and
delegates from theologically like-minded churches in our area (a Council of the Vicinage) to
review the qualifications of the candidate and make a recommendation to GCC as to whether or
not they agree that ordination is appropriate. This process is not just a formality or tradition,
but rather it ensures the integrity of the process and gives meaning and credibility to the status
conveyed as an ordained minister. Although an individual church ordains, it is important that
this be done in fellowship with our sister churches as we collectively seek the leading of the



Holy Spirit.

MOTION: That

1. We bid the below named Churches and other Churches to be named later, by Letter
Missive, to be present, by Pastor and a delegate (or two delegates if there is no settled
Pastor), at a meeting date and time as agreed to by the Board of Elders and the candidate,
to review our proceedings with respect to the ordination of Stacie Hintz, to meet and hear
the candidate, and to advise us with reference to the same; and if judged fitting, to
proceed with us in a Service of Ordination to be held on a later date as collectively agreed
by the Council of the Vicinage, our Board of Elders, and the candidate. Each invited
Church shall be entitled to one vote, and the total number of invited Churches answering
the roll call shall constitute a quorum.

The Churches to be invited include, but are not limited to:

1. Lakeland Evangelical Free Church, Gurnee IL
2. Village Church of Gurnee, Gurnee IL
3. Immanuel Church, Gurnee IL
4. Life Church, Gurnee IL
5. Joy! Lutheran Church, Gurnee IL
6. Bethel Lutheran Church, Gurnee IL
7. La Viña, Gurnee IL
8. House of Prayer, Gurnee IL
9. Eglesia Rebaño Lake County, Gurnee IL

2. We direct Stacie Hintz and Chair of the Board of Elders to prepare a list of additional
churches to be invited as official members of the Council, as well as a list of those
individuals to be invited and seated as honorary members of the Council.

3. We direct the Senior Pastor and the Chair of the Board of Elders to prepare and send
the formal letter of invitation to these Churches (the Letter Missive).


