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Whenever I make something, I envision the end result.  Then, starting with the 

raw materials, the product starts to take shape.  Rarely is the project as easy as I 

imagine.  Suzy can attest that if I say something will take three hours, it’s usually three 

days; and a three-day project can be anywhere from one to three weeks! 
 

I was asked to make a keepsake box for Dani’s baby shower.  How hard can a box be?  

How many evenings does it take to finish it?  Apparently more than six!  Her shower was Jan 21; I 

hope to have it done by Jan 28.  Right on schedule! 
 

With formal education, the more I learn, the more I realize I don’t know.  The same is true 

with wood.  Small glitches in the beginning can create big uglies in the end, unless you fix them as 

you go. 
 

I cannot count the number of times I have sanded that box.  Sometimes I think there are 

minions in the basement that sabotage my work while I sleep.  There have been points where I 

wanted to junk the whole thing, but something keeps me going. 
 

I know that in order to have a product that somewhat resembles my vision, I have to do a 

lot of prep work that isn’t seen.  Twists and bows in the wood, no matter how subtle, need fixed.  

Cuts have to be straight.  The pieces need to fit together tightly.  And then the fun begins: sanding!  

Not really fun at all.  But the better the sand job, the better the finish.  And if one puts on the finish 

and glaring errors appear, then one goes back to sanding.  This process can repeat several times.  

Several. 
 

And, in the end, it still won’t be perfect. 
 

In 1947, some folks envisioned a church presence in the newly developing Marlow 

Heights subdivision.  They started with raw materials—people, primarily—and this local body of 

Christ began to take shape. 
 

We can be sure that there were small glitches in the beginning, and a few big uglies along 

the way.  It probably wasn’t as easy as some imagined.  There may even have been times when 

some wanted to junk the whole project, but someone kept them going. 
 

Have we become what our founders envisioned?  That’s hard to determine.  Times and 

neighborhoods and members change.  God doesn’t change, but his purpose for us does in this 

place and time.  More importantly, are we becoming what our Lord envisions? 
 

The church is a continual work in progress, and we must address glitches and errors as 

they arise.  We must do a lot of work that isn’t visible and may not seem like fun, such as praying, 

studying, seeking God’s plan, being adaptable as people and opportunities change, growing in 

faith individually and collectively, waiting patiently and moving deftly. 
 

And, in the end, we still won’t be perfect.  But we can be a church that God is proud to 

display, sort of like a keepsake box filled with meaningful, important things. 



ANNOUNCMENTS 
 

ANNIVERSARY:  2023 marks the 75th anniversary of MHBC!  If you have ideas and/or a willingness 

to plan celebratory events, please talk to Bonnie Sealock or Jim. 
 

ELEVIAN NEWS:  The class has begun the second unit of study in our winter session How to 

Discern the Voice of God.  These lessons will take us through the end of February.  The scripture 

passages we will focus on come from both the Old & New Testaments, and will guide us to determine 

whether or not it is God’s voice we are hearing.  Join us at 9:30am each Sunday for an open discussion 

of Bible Studies for Life. 
 

MARCH SOCIAL:  On Sunday, March 12, bring your best chili, soup or stew to share with the 

congregation in the fellowship hall after worship.  The Elevian class will furnish grilled cheese 

sandwiches, beverages & dessert.  Please join us for this time of fellowship! 
 

WEDNESDAY BI-WEEKLY PRAYER GROUP:  This group meets to pray specifically for the needs 

of our church & our ministry to this community.  For February the meetings will be at 9am in the 

sanctuary on Wednesday 2/1 & Wednesday 2/15.  If you have a specific prayer request for the 

church & are unable to attend the meeting, please share your request with Cheryl at 

cheryl.clem@gmail.com.  Thank you for your support. 

BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE! 
 

LENT:  Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22.  Please be 

praying about how you can best honor Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross 

between Ash Wednesday & Easter Sunday, April 9. 
 

THERMAL SHELTER:  MHBC is providing meals for the  Thermal 

Shelter from this Sunday, January 29 through Saturday, February 4.  

The shelter is located at Front Royal Presbyterian, 115 Luray Avenue.  

Everyone is welcome — and encouraged — to come & help serve, 

visit with the guests & show some of God’s love to those who don’t 

always see it.  If you are bringing food, you will want to arrive 

between 5:30-5:45pm.  Guests start to arrive at 6:00pm & supper 

begins about 6:30pm. 

Happy Birthday To You… 

1 Louise Henry 

2 Evelyn Reinhard 

4 Betty Pugh 

7 Robert “Butch” Rutherford 

8 Nathan Edmonmds 

11 Richard Thomas 

12 Dean Morrison, Bruce Robertson 

15 Debra Nicholson 

16 Ryan Wines 

17 Janice Miller 

20 Teresa Day, Hannah Frost 

21 Dianne Pierce 

22 Tim Striker 

23 Ryan Mason 

24 Kenton Gates 

25 Cannen Bryant 





WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

FROM BEGINNING TO FOREVER: 
An 8 week study continuing through Thursday, 

March 9, 2023 at 10am in the Elevian classroom. 
 

“This is a study of God’s scriptures from Genesis through Revelation; His story 

of redemption and restoration, and how it all relates to our world and our lives.” 
 

Charlene Smedley is the teacher.  Please let her know ASAP 

if you are interested in joining the class. 

Contact info:  charlene_smedley@yahoo.com, (540) 671-1580. 
 

Please join us as we start a new year, learning more about God, 

ourselves and how our stories intertwine. 

This serves as your reminder of service this month. 
 

If you are unable to serve at your appointed time, please contact someone to replace you.   
Please notify the office of any changes as soon as possible for bulletin accuracy.  Thank you! 

Date February 5 February 12 February 19 February 26 

Prayer Time Erin Dyke Cheryl Clem Mike Brunelle Greg Dyke 

Deacon of the Week Cheryl Clem 
(540) 364-1955 

Mike Brunelle 
(540) 551-1247 

Greg Dyke 
(540) 665-1084 

Rae Wines 
(540) 635-7929 

Ushers 

(Please count  

Attendance) 

 

 
 

Greeters 

Mike Sealock 
Bonnie Sealock 

Juanita Robinson 
Arlene Figgins 

 
 

Debbie Stafford 
Bonnie Sealock 

Mike Brunelle 
Orion Schad 

Caleb Brunelle 
Cathy Williams 

Rae Wines 
 

Mike Brunelle 
Margie Gordon 

Bruce Robertson 
Jenny Brunelle 
Orion Schad 

Melissa Robertson 
Patsy Robertson 

 
Chris Capozio 

Bruce Robertson 

Bruce Robertson 
Jenny Brunelle 
Orion Schad 
Carol Taylor 

Cathy Williams 
 

Mike Sealock 
Juanita Robinson 

Flowers Margie Gordon Margie Gordon Margie Gordon Margie Gordon 

C-CAP Delivery N/A Margie Gordon N/A Margie Gordon 

Lord’s Supper Prep 

 

Communion Servers 

Melissa Robertson 
 

Juanita Robinson, 
Rae Wines, 

Mike Brunelle, 
Chris Capozio 
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Our Staff 
    

Jim Bunce Pastor 

Janet Genari Administrative Assistant  

Don Henderson Pianist 

 

 

 

How To Reach Us  
 

Church Office (540) 635-2339 

 

 

Office Hours 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 Monday - Thursday  

 

 

Parsonage (540) 635-2225 

E-mail mhbc@marlowheights.org 

Web Page www.marlowheights.org 
  

 

 

REMINDER… 

Articles/Information for our March 

newsletter must be received in the church 

office no later than February 23. Any 

information received after this date is not 

guaranteed placement and may either be 

held for the next newsletter or may not be 

able to be published at all. Thank you. 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

If you have moved your 

membership and/or no longer 

wish to receive this newsletter, 

please contact the church office 

so we may update our records.  

Thank you. 


