From kindergarten until the end of my second year in college, I had a
learning impediment: studying. If I was not interested in the subject matter, or if I
found the work of mastering the material outweighed my perceived benefit,
studying took a back seat to, well, most anything else.
Life is a lot like school. The subjects are always being taught, but our mastery depends
on the effort we put forth. Sometimes the effort is simply listening and pondering until a truth
soaks in enough to create change. Yes, it’s a simple practice but not easy to practice.
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For months I have been encouraging our church family to engage in 15 minutes each
day to pause and listen for God’s voice, to observe the things around us (whether natural or
manmade) in order to see God’s handiwork, and to meditate on a Scripture passage that will
allow the Lord to speak into our lives from his written word.
Why are these 15 minutes important? Is the benefit worth the 15 minutes of daily
discipline?

April 2022

April 17 is Easter. Like Christmas and birthdays, Easter comes once a year. It can
become so familiar to us that we may go thru the motions without much thought, or we may
feel as though we know the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection so well that there’s nothing
else to learn.
Family stories have been passed down in bits and pieces my entire life. Some have
been repeated multiple times. Sometimes I tune them out because I have heard those stories
before. The problem is that when I try to recount them, I often miss certain details or mess up
the order of events. So, in my case, even repetition doesn’t work if I don’t pay attention!
There are four biblical accounts of Jesus’ last week before his crucifixion. Each of
them is told in different ways. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John had their facts straight, but the
way they compiled those facts depended on their audience and their purpose for writing.
Today, we can glean knowledge and understanding simply by reading each of the four
accounts. We can receive even greater benefit as we read them slowly and carefully, allowing
the words to penetrate our hearts and minds.
Only by putting forth effort (i.e. studying!) can we begin to comprehend the love of
Christ that prompted him to be rejected, beaten, scorned, humiliated, and sacrificed for us,
instead of us, and because of us.
Only by working thru the horrors of Good Friday can we begin to comprehend the joy
and hope and grace of Easter. The benefit of eternal life is hard to outweigh! So our time in
undivided attention to the Lord is effort well-spent.
May the true joy of Easter be yours in abundance.

We call ourselves a church family, and rightly so. Families may fuss among themselves
& pluck each other’s nerves from time to time, but far more often families encourage,
support & care for one another. Since the end of December, Mom & Dad
(ages 89 & 83, respectively) have had a rather abrupt & unanticipated change of life.
They are becoming acclimated to assisted living when six months ago they needed
no assistance. My sister has been absolutely amazing, stepping up to many
new responsibilities with no hesitations. And you Marlow Heights folks have been a perfect
definition of why we can rightly call ourselves family. By allowing me to take three trips to
Indiana in a three month period, I was able to provide help to my sister & to my parents.
Words can never express what it means to feel your prayers at work, and to hear the words
sincerely spoken to “take as much time as you need to help your family.”
Please know how deeply & wholeheartedly I appreciate you encouragement, support & care.
You have demonstrated the compassion of Christ. Thank you!
Jim Bunce
Thank you so much for allowing Jim to come to Indiana & help with our parents.
Although he always has my back in prayer support & listening support, he was invaluable
in person to help with the “hands on” tasks. But I also know had it not been you generously
allowing Jim so much time here, his help would have not been possible. Words cannot
express how very, very thankful I am to each one of you. Now I gladly return him to you.
Janet & Mike Corder

Giving Back
C-CAP is a great ministry in our town & county, providing assistance
to those who are in need. Contributions of canned goods & non-perishable food items
can be placed in the cabinet located in the upstairs lobby between the buildings.
Items will be taken monthly to C-CAP for distribution.
Dinner Together is a local church initiative that provides meals for the under-served
in our community. MHBC prepares, packages & distributes boxed meals the last Monday
of each month. If you are interested in helping with this ministry, please see Bonnie Sealock
for food preparation and/or meet at First Baptist Church’s fellowship hall at 4:30pm on the
last Monday of the month. Distribution starts at 5:00 & is normally finished by 5:30.

We are planning to incorporate a worship choir
as part of our Easter Sunday service.
If you are interested in joining in raising
a joyful “noise” & leading songs that morning,
please join us for practice after worship on
any & all of the following Sundays:
March 13
March 27
April 10
Contact any member of our song leaders
for more information.
We welcome any & all! Thank you!

At Easter time, we like the sanctuary
to be decorated with white Easter lilies.
If you would like to bring in a lily in memory
or in honor of a loved one, please bring it to the
church between April 11-April 13. Please be sure to
fill out an information slip when you bring in your
flower & return it to the church office no later than
Wednesday, April 13. Slips will be located on the
table in front of the nursery window starting March 6.
There will be a special email on Holy/Maundy
Thursday (April 14) listing all those
being honored or memorialized.

Welcome our new church member,
Charlene Smedley!

Welcome our new church member,
Debbie Stafford!

While Charlene comes to MHBC from
Riverton United Methodist, she was actually
baptized at MHBC in the late 80s/early 90s.

Debbie also comes to MHBC from Riverton
United Methodist; however, she was baptized
in the mid 60s at Benson Baptist Church

During her time at Riverton, Charlene served
as a teacher & parish nurse. She also shared
her talents as a youth group leader, participated
in VBS, was a member of the church council
& president of their women’s group.

During her time at Riverton, Debbie served
as worship leader, nursery worker, participated
in VBS & the church council in addition
to other church related activities

Charlene enjoys Bible classes, reading
time with grandchildren & family
in addition to travelling.

Debbie enjoys working with people,
animals & has experience in accounting,
some computers & counseling.

13
14
15
16

Knox Bryant, Hannah Reinhard
Nicole Bernat, Phyllis Kerns
Tiffany Bowers
Jenny Brunelle, Roxanne
Campbell, Jon Frost
Sandra Ordile
Richard Trenary
Timothy Aleshire
Robbie Leatherman, Jane Wine

18 Jim Pugh
19 David Bryant
23 Gail Ketola, Ashley Robinson,
Matthew Atkins, Arlene
Figgins
27 Linda Foley
29 Vicki Easter
30 Ann Hall, Eric Henderson
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4
6
8
11
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Happy Birthday To You…

Our Staff
Jim Bunce
Janet Genari
Don Henderson

How To Reach Us
Church Office

(540) 635-2339
Office Hours
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Monday - Thursday

Parsonage
E-mail
Web Page

Laura & Kyle Bryant - April 26 (8 years)

Pastor
Administrative Assistant
Pianist

(540) 635-2225
mhbc@marlowheights.org
www.marlowheights.org

REMINDER…
Articles/Information for our May newsletter
must be received in the church office no
later than April 22. Any information
received after this date is not guaranteed
placement and may either be held for the
next newsletter or may not be able to be
published at all. Thank you.
**********

Easter Week Events
Good Friday, April 15: 6:30pm service (sanctuary)
Easter Sunday, April 17: 7:15am Sunrise service
(shelter next to Bing Crosby Stadium)
Easter Sunday, April 17: 11:00am worship service (sanctuary)

If you have moved your
membership and/or no longer
wish to receive this newsletter,
please contact the church office
so we may update our records.
Thank you.

