
Welcome to worship at 

Faith Lutheran Church 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 2, 2021 
  Worship Service 

 

                              Print = Pastor or Worship Leader 

                              Bold = Congregation 
 

This Sunday's image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we the 

branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John. 

Baptism makes us a part of Christ's living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ's life. As the vine brings 

food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.  
 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

Gathering as God’s People 
 
 
 

The assembly stands. 

GATHERING HYMN                     
Morning Has Broken #556 

 

Morning has broken like the first morning 

Blackbird has spoken like the first bird 

Praise for the singing, praise for the morning 

Praise for them springing fresh from the word! 
 

Sweet the rains new fall, sunlit from Heaven 

Like the first dewfall on the first grass 

Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden 

Sprung in completeness where His feet pass 
 

Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning 

Born of the one light, Eden saw play 

Praise with elation, praise every morning 

God's recreation of the new day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sacculturalhub.com%2Fmedia%2Fk2%2Fitems%2Fcache%2F3368b041c8e5a9fe4ab9f9a468368047_XL.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sacculturalhub.com%2Fitem%2F10431-he-is-risen-resurrection-sunday&docid=7rEPeE4x6V5HpM&tbnid=F2M5xVzLjKT_yM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjIqM_qsLLhAhXhj1QKHXUSDMUQMwiWASghMCE..i&w=900&h=675&hl=en&safe=active&bih=555&biw=1194&q=Resurrection%20Sunday&ved=0ahUKEwjIqM_qsLLhAhXhj1QKHXUSDMUQMwiWASghMCE&iact=mrc&uact=8
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CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Lord God, early in the morning when the world was young, you made life in all its beauty and terror; you 

gave birth to all that we know.   
 

Hallowed be your name.   

Hallowed be your name.   
 

Early in the morning, when the world least expected it, a newborn child crying in a cradle announced that 

you had come among us, that you were one of us.   

 

Hallowed be your name.   

Hallowed be your name.   
 

Early in the morning, surrounded by respectable liars, religious leaders, anxious statesmen and silent friends, 

you accepted the penalty for doing good, for being God:  You shouldered and suffered the cross.  
 

Hallowed be your name.   

Hallowed be your name.   
 

Early in the morning a voice in a guarded graveyard and footsteps in the dew proved that you had risen, that 

you came back to those and for those who had forgotten, denied and destroyed you.   
 

Hallowed be your name.   

Hallowed be your name.   
 

Early in the morning in the multicolored company of your Church on earth and in heaven we celebrate your 

creation, your life, your death and resurrection, your interest in us:  so to you we pray,  
 

Lord, bring new life where we are worn and tired, new love where we have turned hard 

hearted, forgiveness, where we feel hurt and where we are wounded, and the joy and freedom 

of your Holy Spirit where we are the prisoners of ourselves.   
 

To all and to each where regret is real, God pronounces forgiveness and grant us the right to begin again. 

Thanks be to God!   

Amen.   

     The assembly is seated. 

                                                                                                           

INVOCATION 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
      This is the feast of vict'ry for our God,  

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood  

set us free to be people of God. 
 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
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This is the feast of vict'ry for our God,  

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of vict'ry for our God,  

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray together the prayer of the day: 
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his 

resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.  

 

Proclaiming the Word 
 

The First Lesson is from Acts in the 8th chapter. 

Acts 8:26-40 
26Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 

from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 

eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 

come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 

Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to this chariot and join it." 30So Philip ran up to it and heard 

him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" 31He replied, "How 

can I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of 

the scripture that he was reading was this: 

 "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

 and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. 

33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

 Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth." 

34The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 

someone else?" 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 

news about Jesus. 

36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water! 

What is to prevent me from being baptized?" 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip 

and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, 

the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 

40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news 

to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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The psalm for today is Psalm 22:25-31 will you please read it responsively with me. 
 

From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 

 I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 

The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 

 Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 

 all the families of nations shall bow before God. 

For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

 who rules over the nations.   

Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 

 all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, 

 shall kneel before the LORD. 

Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 

 whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 

They shall proclaim God's deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

 saying to them, "The LORD has acted!"   

 

The Second Lesson is from the 4th chapter of 1 John. 

1 John 4:7-21 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows 

God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God's love was revealed among us in 

this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that 

we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since 

God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have 

seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who 

confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that 

God has for us. 
 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been perfected 

among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this 

world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 

whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, "I 

love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom 

they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: 

those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.                                                                                                                                                      
  The assembly stands.  

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 Alleluia, Alleluia. 
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The Holy Gospel according to John in the 15th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

John 15:1-8  
[Jesus said:] "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that 

bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been 

cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 

bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are 

the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 

nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever 

you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 

disciples." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ         

                                                                                                                                                            The assembly is seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                  Pastor Nichole Johnson 
 

SERMON                              Pastor Nichole Johnson   
 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                       

    Abide with Me #629  
 

Abide with me: fast falls the eventide; 

the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 

 Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day; 

earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away. 

Change and decay in all around I see. 

O thou who changest not, abide with me. 
 

I need thy presence every passing hour. 

What but thy grace can foil the tempter's power? 

Who like thyself my guide and strength can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 
 

I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless, 

ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still, if thou abide with me. 
 

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes. 

Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 

Heaven's morning breaks and earth's vain shadows flee; 

in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
 

 

 

 

 



 6 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

Let us confess our faith using the Nicene Creed: 

We believe in God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  
 

 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to 

hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.                                                                                                                            
The assembly is stand. 

 

PEACE 

Please share the peace by staying in your spot using Spirit Fingers. 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
 

 



                                                       Sharing the Meal 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
The presiding minister continues: 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise 

to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  Sharing our Life, he lived among us to 

reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light.  And so, 

with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory.   

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Let us pray, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  

Amen. 

COMMUNION  
(This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.) 
 

Body of Christ given for you.  

Blood of Christ shed for you. 

Amen. 
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BLESSING 
 

May God give you the grace never to sell yourself short, the grace to risk something big for 

something good and the grace to remember the world is now too dangerous for anything but 

the truth and far too small for anything but love.  
The God of life, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

                                                       Sent to Love and Serve 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                

Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing #389 
 

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
The cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

Love downed in death shall never die. 
 

Christ is alive! No longer bound 

to distant years in Palestine, 

but saving healing here and now, 

and touching every place and time. 
 

In every insult, rift and war, 

where color, scorn or wealth divide, 

Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 

and lives, where even hope has died. 
 

Women and men, in age and in Youth, can feel the  

Spirit hear the call, and find the way, the 

 life, the truth, revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 
 

Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to  

This and every age, till earth and sky and ocean ring with   

joy, his justice, love and praise. 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 
 

Pastor Nichole: 815 931-9425 pastornichole1@gmail.com     Office: 909 599-3978     
flcsecretary@faithsd.net     Faith Lutheran Church San Dimas- Facebook     Faithsd.net-Website      

FLCSanDimasCa -YouTube      
 
 

  f                                                                                       f                                                                         f                                                                                                                                        
Service music is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright c. 2006.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #14757-LIT Christian 

Copyright License # 190775. OneLicense.net copyright # A-715572.  All rights reserved for all music covered by One License. 
 

mailto:pastornichole1@gmail.com
mailto:flcsecretary@faithsd.net


 9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 10 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


