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For weeks now, we have watched the 

COVID 19 pandemic spread across 

the world.  During much of that time, 

it seemed that the only thing to do 

was to hunker down, wait, and hope.   

That is what we have been about here 

at FAITH, faithfully I might add, fol-

lowing the directives of our govern-

ment and municipalities.  For many 

this has been a disturbing disruption in 

the daily routines of our lives.  Indeed, 

our routines have been changed, 

some have been challenging, staying at 

home, sheltering in place, unable to 

visit loved ones, to hug and to hold a 

person whom we love.   For others 

this has been a devastating time, 

where a loved one has died, or we 

have lost our job, not sure if it will 

return.  There is also another unset-

tling consequence of this time, in that, 

our core beliefs, our usual way of 

thinking about life and our relation-

ships have been challenged.   This may 

not be a bad situation, for perhaps 

this is a time to reflect on what is 

most important in our lives, and what 

“it” is, that grounds our lives. 
 

As Christians, believers in the promis-

es of Jesus Christ, we know what it 

means to be tested, pushed and prod-

ded.   We have many past experienc-

es that have challenged us in our his-

tory, and we know that it is a strong 

and abiding faith in Christ that carries 

us through, that leads us to encounter 

the “disease” of life, and to not sur-

render, but to live in an abounding 

hope.    
 

Over the past weeks I have written 

several articles for our weekly News 

flyer on this HOPE that we share.  

This hope comes to us most especial-

ly in the “Queen of the Seasons, East-

er”.    The stories from the Gospels 

have reminded us of this hope, from 

Mary who takes hold of the feet of 

Jesus in the burial garden, to the disci-

ple Thomas, who wants to “touch” 

Jesus, and the two disciples on the 

“Road to Emmaus” have their own 

encounter with the Risen Jesus.   It 

was the simple things that captured 

these disciples, a voice, a look, a piece 

of broken bread.    Perhaps this is in 

part the answer to our future and 

what we will be about in the months 

ahead.   
 

Our worship, I am convinced will take 

on a more “vibrant” meaning.  We 

will not take for granted the ability to 

walk through the doors, and to see 

the stained glass windows, the cross, 

to hear the music of the piano, the 

songs of our faith, the smiles of our 

friends,  a word for our lives, bread 

on our lips, and peace in our friends 

hearts.   Simple things, yes! 
 

So, I am hopeful, for our coming back 

together in a more familiar way, but I 

hope it will push us to never take it 

for granted; that the deepening of our 

friendship, the welcome of a new pas-

tor, the return to the familiar, will 

take on a new meaning and a deeper 

commitment.   I pray that we will be 

“reborn, renewed, and refined” in our 

worship.  
 

So when, will that happen?  I hope this 

month, maybe not in the same way at 

the beginning, but gradually, much like 

we will return to a “new normal” in 

our country and world.  We will need 

to take seriously the COVID 19 virus.  

It will be with us for a long time. Yes, 

we pray for an effective vaccine, but 

we know that we will need to be 

“aware of our neighbors”, and our 

friends in ways that will speak to our 

love, care and compassion.  Maybe 

that is something that we have redis-

covered, that importance of placing 

the other person first, of being aware 

of the other’s need over our want.   
 

As we do look forward to this return 

to worship, this opening up of the 

“sanctuary of our hearts”, I would ask 

you to pray for that time when we 

will return.  We will make it a cele-

bration for sure, and I hope that we 

will sing our songs of joy, and shout 

to the Lord, and give praise to the 

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer of 

this world.   And I pray that this will 

be a witness to our community to our 

Savior Jesus Christ who has promised,  

“Lo, I am with you always, even, unto 

the ends of the world,”  for the sake 

of our neighbors, and for the sharing 

of the Gospel. 
 
 

Christ is Risen!  He has risen, indeed.  

Alleluia! 
 
 

Pastor Dave Beard 

A Message from Pastor Dave: 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul  
and with all your strength and with all your mind, 

 and, ‘love your neighbor as yourself.’”    
Luke 10:27 
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Following the closure of our campus on March 15, 2020, our FAITH Daycare and Preschool continued to serve 

the needs of our preschool families.   There was a gentle drop in the attendance in early March, when some par-

ents pulled their student from the program following the closure of the Bonita School District.  The Preschool 

continued for two more weeks, but with dwindling numbers, from 20, to 15, to 5 in just days.   With a limited 

staff of one Assistant Director and two teachers, they kept the school open.  But at months end it was fiscally im-

possible to keep the school open, so the school closed.    
 

The consequences of COVID 19 virus has had a severe impact on our preschool ministry.  While the preschool 

had gathered resources for an emergency it has turned out that those resources have been severely tasked.   The 

Preschool Board has been very generous in supporting our furloughed teachers, giving them two weeks of pay, 

following the final closure of the Preschool on March 31st.   In addition, to this support, the teachers will have the 

option of pulling their sick leave/vacation pay to help them through this time.  There are financial obligations that 

yet remain, but when all is said and done, there is very little left in the checking and savings.  In fact, the school has 

requested that they be released of their responsibilities to pay for some of the “ongoing costs”, such as utilities, 

electricity, water, trash, Property/Liability insurance and Workman’s Comp insurance. 
 

The Congregation Council has met with the Preschool Board members, Paula Ambrosini, Cheri Tyler, Erin 

Roundtree and our Director, Gail Balandran through several ZOOM meetings, where the Council consulted with 

and listened to the challenges that the Preschool faced.  The Council requested and encouraged the Preschool 

Board to present their long-term plans for the future of the preschool and short-term plans for a possible re-

startup of the Preschool ministry.   As of this writing, we are looking for, at the earliest, a June 1st date.  There are 

of course many concerns, as this is the beginning of our summertime lowered attendance, we do not have a sense 

of the number of students who will return, nor do we know what the State Licensing will be requesting regarding 

“social distancing”, class size, and the use of other protective measures.  With the very limited resources and 

these unknowns, we would ask for your prayers for our Preschool ministry, Students, Teachers, Directors and 

Board members.   Along with your prayers we would ask for your continued and gracious giving to the ministry of 

FAITH Lutheran.  If we need to cover the “on-going” expenses of the Preschool we expect that that will impact 

our monthly expenses by an additional $4,000-$5,000.    The Congregation Council will be closely monitoring this 

situation and will keep the congregation informed.   

FAITH DAYCARE AND PRESCHOOL  

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

Once again, the Council would like to thank the members of FAITH for your generous gifts, offering and tithes 

that have been given towards the ministry of FAITH during this time of closure due to 

COVID 19.  There are always “ongoing” expenses that do not disappear, though we have 

tried to curtail some of these expenditures.  Our financial secretary, Rena Li and coun-

ter, Michelle Lopez have regularly processed your offerings.   Thank you! 
 

We are of course aware that some of our members have been furloughed from their 

work and are understanding of the difficult that this puts their families in.  Our prayers 

for all who are walking through these financially challenging times.  Thank for your faithful 

and caring support for FAITH Lutheran in this most difficult time.  
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH PROPERTY  

Energy Audit 

 
In this time of closure, we have worked hard to keep our expenses in check.  We have trimmed back our use of 

electricity.  We started this in advance of the COVID 19 situation as we had an “Energy Audit” evaluation, that 

outlined various places where we could conserve our use of energy.  Timely use of our A/C and heaters, phased 

turning on of those “high energy” components, the change out of our light bulbs to LED, which is in process.  With 

the closure, we have kept the A/C and heat OFF, lights have been trimmed, we were able to save on water, due to 

the rains, but with summer coming we will need to be very watchful of our water use.     

Kitchen Clean up 

 

Our thanks to Tom and Diane Biermann 

and Paul and Janet Spencer for cleaning the 

Kitchen.  This was started some months 

back when the kitchen was used for a me-

morial lunch. Our thanks to the Pike family 

for beginning this cleaning process.  Literal-

ly the entire Kitchen from top to bottom 

has been scrubbed, disinfected and cleaned.    

Thank you all! 

Roof Repair 

 
Thanks to Paul Spencer and Tom Bierman for attending to a small leak that presented itself in our Butterfly 

Classroom with the onslaught of the winter rains.  

Trees Trimmed 

 
We have removed one Liquid Amber from the front yard that had died and have trimmed the Elm on the side yard 

nearest the preschool playground.  We will look to replace the Liquid Amber early this spring.  

Seeds of Faith Garden 

 
Thanks to Lisa Cahill for her care of our “Seeds of 

Faith” Garden.   She gave a full day of weeding, and 

planting early this spring.  Tom Bierman 

has added in new tomatoes and we will 

look for more plantings in the coming 

weeks.   A couple of our Preschool fam-

ilies who live nearby have also added 

their care for the garden. 

Rose Garden 

 
During this COVID 19 time our “Rose Garden” has 

flourished.   As it is in the back of the church, sur-

rounded by a generous parking area, a large 

Pine tree with a garden bench, and Cross, I 

would invite you when you are out gathering 

those essentials at the grocery store to stop 

by and take in the colors and fragrance of the 

Rose Garden.  It is spectacular! 

Food Pantry 

 
We gave out our last food some weeks 

ago.  A few people have come around and 

I have been able to direct them to the City 

of San Dimas “Food Site”.  I would like to 

encourage you, as travel sanctions are lift-

ed to bring food over for our “Food Pan-

try” and we will begin to re-stock the pan-

try. 
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CALL COMMITTEE 
The Call Committee interviewed 3 candidates via Zoom Saturday, April 18th.  They met on Tuesday via 

Zoom and decided the following:  

Released two of the candidates and kept one.   

Friday evening they had a another meeting to organize their questions to have 

a second meeting with the candidate not released. That candidate was inter-

viewed on Monday, April 27th via Zoom.  Tuesday evening, April 28th the 

committee will meet to decide their next steps.  

Do continue to pray for our dedicated Call Committee members. 

 MOTHER’S DAY, MAY 10th    

In the coming weeks we will reach out to the families of our Senior High School 

Families to see the best dates  to present these seniors with their FLC quilt. The 

projected dates are Sundays, June 7th, or June 14.   We hope that we will be in 

worship by then, of course with some distancing still in place.     

Mother's Day Prayer 

Lord, thank you for all mothers. 

For the new ones, who endure sleepless nights with infants in arms. 

For the busy ones, who juggle the pressures of home and family life. 

For the steadfast ones, who nurture and care for our special vulnerable children. 

For the patient ones, who always seek to forgive and engage with their pre-teens. 

For the persistent ones, who cleverly find new ways to connect with their mini-adults. 

For the mother aunts, who step in to cradle and care for nieces and nephews. 

For all grandmas, who love and support their precious grandchildren. 

For the foster mums that are called to gather and cover the fragile ones. 

For the Sunday mums who care for our children and lead them in faith. 

For the mums who give far beyond their own resources, who overcome disability to cherish and love. 

Thank you Lord for all our beautiful mothers. Help us to support them and keep them in our prayers.    

May you bless them now on this their special day. 

Amen  

HIGH SCHOOL QUILTS  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BLOG 

Thank you for your encouraging words and thanks regarding our YouTube Worship Services.  This has been a new 

way of reaching out, of being “innovative” in sharing the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  I am learning as I go.   We will 

continue these services as least for the next several weeks, as we await the word from our community leaders for 

a return to our new “normal”.   This is the hard part; it has now been five Sundays of isolation and it looks like we 

will need to maintain this for a few more weeks.  Do not lose heart, stay the 

course.  Stay Home -Stay Well – We are in this together!   

I will continue to produce and share our worship through YouTube.  Our Par-

ish Administrator, Lori Neu will continue to create our written services.  She 

will share those through our website, FAITHSD.net, through our Facebook and 

our e-zine weekly newsletter.   If you are not receiving our e-zine news online, 

let us know so that we can add or correct your emails.  If you need copies 

mailed, call us at the church, or email us. 

    IN HOME WORSHIP        

Thank you to Ashleigh Neu for writing up and sharing our Sunday School 

blog during this time of COVID 19 Closure.  She has posted very creative 

youth-oriented Bible lessons and a video presentation.  

Weekly lessons will continue to be posted along with an activity the chil-

dren can enjoy with their family.  

Please visit: ashbear04.wixsite.com/faithsdsundayschool 

FAITH’s Sunday School mission: 

To lay a Faith Foundation through Bible  study, learning prayer and hymns; our 

children and young people will develop a vibrant faith to share with others so 

they can also have an enthusiastic Christian Walk. 

ZOOM BIBLE STUDIES  
For those not familiar with ZOOM, we now have an account that will allow us to 

gather as an online community, face to face over our media devices.   Our first experi-

ence will be to share our Sunday morning Bible lessons.  To read them, pray and dis-

cuss the implications of God’s Word on our lives.   

The studies are arranged for Wednesday evenings or Thursday mornings.  Zoom Bi-

ble Studies will continue through May. You can email Pastor directly or Lori with any 

questions or help to join the study.   



      MOUNTAIN MOVER THE VISION CORNER 

What if we provided the funds to pay our mortgage, sup-

port all our existing ministries, and a minister of music? 

What new ministries is God calling us to do? Who could 

we reach toward realizing our mission to introduce peo-

ple to new life in Jesus Christ that grows into enthusiastic 

living?   

Send your thoughts 

to flcsecre-

tary@faithsd.net or 

call them in to 909 

599-3978, or speak 

with Pastor Beard or 

a member of our church council about them. Pray about 

you can help realize our mission.  
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www.faithsd.net  

FAITH LUTHERAN  

CHURCH  

505 East Bonita Avenue  

San Dimas, California  91773 

P 909 599-3978 

F 909 599-3324 

E flcsecretary@faithsd.net 

W www.faithsd.net 

Dave P. Beard, Interim Pastor 

E pastordavidbeard@aol.com  

C 925 216-6560 

Connect to WIFI at FLC.  

Pasword: welivebyfaith1

(all lowercase, ending 

with the # “1”.   

Discover more news, photos and info at our website: FAITHSD.Net.  
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