
Welcome to worship at 

Faith Lutheran Church 
Ascension of Our Lord  

May 16, 2021 
  Worship Service 

 

                              Print = Pastor or Worship Leader 

                              Bold = Congregation 
 

In today's readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit will empower them to be 

witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples are told to not gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his 

presence among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and 

invigorate our mission. 
 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

Gathering as God’s People 
 

GATHERING HYMN                                                                        The assembly stands. 
     Beautiful Savior   #838 

 

Beautiful Savior, King of creation,  

Son of God and Son of Man!  

Truly I'd love Thee, truly I'd serve thee,  

Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown.  
 

Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands,  

Robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;  

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer;  

He makes our sorr'wing spirit sing.  
 

Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight,  

Bright the sparkling stars on high;  

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  

Than all the angels in the sky.  
 

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man!  

Glory and honor, Praise, adoration,  

Now and forevermore be Thine! 

 

 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Lord God, early in the morning when the world was young, you made life in all its beauty and terror; you 

gave birth to all that we know.   
 

Hallowed be your name.   

Hallowed be your name.   
 

Early in the morning, when the world least expected it, a newborn child crying in a cradle announced that 

you had come among us, that you were one of us.   

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sacculturalhub.com%2Fmedia%2Fk2%2Fitems%2Fcache%2F3368b041c8e5a9fe4ab9f9a468368047_XL.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sacculturalhub.com%2Fitem%2F10431-he-is-risen-resurrection-sunday&docid=7rEPeE4x6V5HpM&tbnid=F2M5xVzLjKT_yM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjIqM_qsLLhAhXhj1QKHXUSDMUQMwiWASghMCE..i&w=900&h=675&hl=en&safe=active&bih=555&biw=1194&q=Resurrection%20Sunday&ved=0ahUKEwjIqM_qsLLhAhXhj1QKHXUSDMUQMwiWASghMCE&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Hallowed be your name.   

Hallowed be your name.   
 

Early in the morning, surrounded by respectable liars, religious leaders, anxious statesmen and silent friends, 

you accepted the penalty for doing good, for being God:  You shouldered and suffered the cross.  
 

Hallowed be your name.   

Hallowed be your name.   
 

Early in the morning a voice in a guarded graveyard and footsteps in the dew proved that you had risen, that 

you came back to those and for those who had forgotten, denied and destroyed you.   
 

Hallowed be your name.   

Hallowed be your name.   
 

Early in the morning in the multicolored company of your Church on earth and in heaven we celebrate your 

creation, your life, your death and resurrection, your interest in us:  so to you we pray,  
 

Lord, bring new life where we are worn and tired, new love where we have turned hard 

hearted, forgiveness, where we feel hurt and where we are wounded, and the joy and freedom 

of your Holy Spirit where we are the prisoners of ourselves.   
 

To all and to each where regret is real, God pronounces forgiveness and grant us the right to begin again. 

Thanks be to God!   

Amen.   

     The assembly is seated. 

                                                                                                           

INVOCATION 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
      This is the feast of vict'ry for our God,  

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood  

set us free to be people of God. 
 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
 

This is the feast of vict'ry for our God,  

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of vict'ry for our God,  

for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray together the prayer of the day: 
Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, ascended far above all heavens that he 

might fill all things. Mercifully give us faith to trust that, as he promised, he abides with us on 

earth to the end of time, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen.  

 

TEMPLE TALK                                                                                             Doug Halvorsen  
 

                             

Proclaiming the Word 
 

The First Lesson is from Acts in the 1st chapter. 

Acts 1:1-11  
[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 

2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing 

proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with 

them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he 

said, "is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit not many days from now." 

6So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom 

to Israel?" 7He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 

authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 9When he had said this, as 

they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they 

were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, "Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The psalm for today is Psalm 47 will you please read it responsively with me. 
 

Clap your hands, all you peoples; 

 shout to God with a joyful sound. 

For the LORD Most High is to be feared: 

 a great king over all the earth, 

who subdues the peoples under us, 

 and the nations under our feet; 

who chooses our inheritance for us, 

 the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.   

God has gone up with a shout, 

 the LORD with the sound of the ram's horn. 

Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

 sing praises to our king, sing praises. 

For God is king of all the earth; 

 sing praises with a song. 

God reigns over the nations; 
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 God is enthroned on high. 

The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham. 

 The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.   

 

The Second Lesson is from the 1st chapter of Ephesians. 

Ephesians 1:15-23  
[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 

you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." 

45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that 

the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of 

sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these 

things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have 

been clothed with power from on high." 

50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51While he was blessing 

them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.                                                                                                                                                      
  The assembly stands.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 Alleluia, Alleluia. 
                                                                       

The Holy Gospel according to Luke in the 24th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Luke 24:44-53  
[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 

you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." 

45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that 

the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of 

sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these 

things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have 

been clothed with power from on high." 

50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51While he was blessing 

them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ         

                                                                                                                                                            The assembly is seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                  Pastor Nichole Johnson 
 

SERMON                                                                                       Pastor Nichole Johnson   
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HYMN OF THE DAY                       

   A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing #393  
 

 

A hymn of glory let us sing; 

New hymns thro'out the world shall ring: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ, by a road before untrod. 

Ascend unto the throne of God. 
 

Refrain  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 The holy apostolic band 

Upon the Mount of Olives stand; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

And with His faithful followers see 

Their Lord ascend in majesty. Refrain 

 
 

To whom the shining angels cry, 

"Why stand and gaze upon the sky? 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

This is the Savior," thus they say; 

"This is his glorious triumph-day." Refrain 
 

"You see him now ascending  

high up to the portals of the sky." 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Here after Jesus, you shall  

       see returning in great majesty.” Refrain 
 

O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

All praise to you let earth accord, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Who are, while endless ages run, 

With Father and with Spirit One. Refrain

 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

Let us confess our faith using the Nicene Creed: 

We believe in God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  
 

 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to 

hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.                                                                                                                            
The assembly is stand. 

PEACE 

Please share the peace by staying in your spot using Spirit Fingers. 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
The assembly is seated. 

 
 

                                                       Sharing the Meal 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The presiding minister continues: 

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise 

to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  Sharing our Life, he lived among us to 

reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light.  And so, 

with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory.   
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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LORD’S PRAYER  

Let us pray, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 
COMMUNION SONG  

 

                                                              In Christ Alone 
 

In Christ alone who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless Babe!  This gift of love and righteousness, 

scorned by the ones He came to save.  Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied. 

For every sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

Then bursting forth in glorious day, up from the grave He rose again!  And as He stands in victory, sin’s 

curse has lost its grip on me.  Till He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 

 

COMMUNION  
(This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.) 
 

Body of Christ given for you.  

Blood of Christ shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
 

May God give you the grace never to sell yourself short, the grace to risk something big for 

something good and the grace to remember the world is now too dangerous for anything but 

the truth and far too small for anything but love.  
The God of life, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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                                                       Sent to Love and Serve 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                

Lord, You Give the Great Commission #579 
 

Lord, You give the great commission: “Heal the sick and preach the Word." 

Lest the Church neglect its mission, and the Gospel go unheard, 

Help us witness to Your purpose with renewed integrity, 
 

Refrain  

With the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry. 
 
 

Lord, You call us to Your service: “In My Name baptize and teach." 

That the world may trust Your promise, life abundant meant for each, 

Give us all new fervor, draw us closer in community. Refrain 
 

Lord, You make the common holy: “This My body, this My blood." 

Let us all, for earth’s true glory, daily lift life heavenward, 

Asking that the world around us share your children’s liberty: Refrain 
 

Lord, You show us love’s true measure: “Father, what they do, forgive." 

Yet we hoard as private treasure all that You so freely give. 

May Your care and mercy lead us to a just society. Refrain 
 

Lord, you bless with words assuring: “I am with you to the end." 

Faith and hope and love restoring, may we serve as you intend 

And, amid the cares that claim us, hold in mind eternity. Refrain 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastor Nichole: 815 931-9425 pastornichole1@gmail.com     Office: 909 599-3978     

flcsecretary@faithsd.net     Faith Lutheran Church San Dimas- Facebook     Faithsd.net-Website      

FLCSanDimasCa -YouTube      
 

 

  f                                                                                       f                                                                         f                                                                                                                                        
Service music is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright c. 2006.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #14757-LIT Christian 

Copyright License # 190775. OneLicense.net copyright # A-715572.  All rights reserved for all music covered by One License. 

mailto:pastornichole1@gmail.com
mailto:flcsecretary@faithsd.net
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