
Faith Lutheran Church 
                Maundy Thursday 
                      April 1, 2021  
                          6:00 p.m. 

 

   “Maundy” is an English form of the Latin word for commandment. On this night we celebrate the Last Supper of our Lord 

Jesus with his disciples in the upper room.  At the heart of the Maundy Thursday liturgy is Jesus’ commandment to love one 

another. As Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, we are called to follow his example as we humbly care for one another, 

especially the poor and the unloved.  At the Lord’s table we remember Jesus’ sacrifice of his life, even as we are called to offer 

ourselves in love for the life of the world. 
 

 

 

PRELUDE 
 

Gathering as God’s People 
WELCOME                                                                         Pastor Nichole                              
                                                                                                                              

Opening responses:  

In remembrance, we gather:  

To be with the one who teaches us the meaning of faithfulness.  
 

In remembrance, we worship:  

Lifting our voices to the one who calls us to love one another.  
 

In remembrance, we feast:  

Breaking the bread which makes us whole, drinking the cup which fills us with 

grace.  

 

Evening prayer:  

Liberating God, it was the beginning of hope: that night long ago when you prepared to lead 

your people to freedom. As they readied themselves, you fed them with your grace, so that all 

sin, pain and bitterness could be set down and left behind when it was time to follow you.  
 

Servant Lord, it was the beginning of salvation: that night long ago when you prepared your 

disciples for all the things which were to happen. You humbled yourself by washing their feet, 

so they could follow you in service and love into a world which would reject you and hang you 

high on a cross.  
 

Servant’s Spirit, we tell these stories once again on this night of remembrance. Here is the 

bread and wine which gives us life and whets our appetite for justice; here is the basin which 
cleanses the stains and wounds of the world; here is the towel with which we will wipe away 

the tears of the broken-hearted. Prepare us for our journey of discipleship, as we pray as our 

Servant Jesus Christ teaches us, saying:  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Hymn                      “Our Father, We Have Wandered”   #606 

 

Confession & Reconciliation   
The assemble stands. 

CALL TO RECONCILIATION:  
 

How will people recognize us as followers of Jesus? Simply by how we treat one another. Let us 

confess our failure to love as Christ loves.  
 

Prayer of forgiveness:     

Creator and loving God, you kneel to wash our feet,  
Yet we are reluctant for you to see the wounds and scrapes of all the places we 

have run to in our attempts to escape you.  

You would bathe us in the warm, living waters of your love,  

Yet we splash and play in the puddles of temptation.  

We have received all the gifts you have to offer,  

Yet are tempted to think they are only for us rather than for sharing.  

Forgive us, Holy One, and have mercy on us …  

 

God, what can we give you for all your wonderful graciousness towards us:   

As you have broken your heart for us, may we open ours to serve others. As you 

have given your life for us, may we offer ours to bring healing to the world. As you 

have called us together around your table, may we go forth to feed a world hungry, 
not only for food, but for that spirit which brings peace and reconciliation. This we 

pray as servants of Jesus Christ, who came to serve us in life, in death, in 

resurrection hope. 
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Assurance of pardon:  

On this holiest of nights, we have received the Good News:  

God has come in Christ Jesus to fill us with hope and peace, to bathe us in grace and mercy.    

In remembrance, we go forth: to bring hope where despair has taken up residence. 

To be servants to those who are broken. To love as selflessly as we are loved by 

Jesus Christ, our lord and savior. 

Amen. 

The assembly is seated.  

KYRIE 
                                             Refrain: 

Kyrie Eleison on our world and on our way. Kyrie Eleison ev'ry day. 
 

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;  

for this holy house, for all who worship and praise. 

Let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain  
 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor 

That we may live out truth and justice and grace, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 
 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 

for life and for love, for our work and our play, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 
 

For Your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

that You nourish our souls with your body and blood, 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 

 
 

Proclaiming the Word 
 

Old Testament: Exodus 12:1-14 
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month shall mark for you the beginning 

of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on 

the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4If a 

household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall 

be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 

 [5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from 

the goats. 6You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled 

congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall take some of the blood and put it on the 

two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the lamb that same night; 

they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of it raw 

or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10You shall let none of 

it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.]  
 

11This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; 

and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the Passover of the LORD. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt 

that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on 

all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD.  
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13The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over 

you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 

 14This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the 

LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 

 

Psalm: 116:1-2, 12-19 
I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD. (Ps. 116:13) 
 

I love the LORD, who has heard my voice, 

 and listened to my supplication, 

for the LORD has given ear to me 

 whenever I called. 

How shall I repay the LORD 

 for all the good things God has done for me? 

I will lift the cup of salvation 

 and call on the name | of the LORD.   

I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

 in the presence of all God’s people. 

Precious in your sight, O LORD, 

 is the death of your servants. 

O LORD, truly I am your servant; 

 I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; 

 you have freed me from my bonds. 

I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

 and call upon the name of the LORD. 

I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

 in the presence of all God’s people, 

in the courts of the LORD’s house, 

 in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.   

 
Letter to God’s family: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he 

was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my 

body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took the cup also, after 

supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 

The assembly stands. 

Gospel Acclamation:  

 

Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord.  

Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 

Save us as you promised we will trust your word.  

Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord. 
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The Holy Gospel: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world 

and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil 

had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, 

knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 

going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he 

poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that 

was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to 

him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 
9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, 

“One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are 

clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of 

you are clean.” 
 12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 

them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord and you are right, for 

that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 

another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very 

truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one 

who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
 31b”Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been 

glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am 

with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where 

I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 

have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

The assembly is seated. 

 

Sermon      Pastor Nichole            
 

Anointing Our Hands:  Following the Servant King                                                         
  

--While making the sign of the cross on both of your hands with the oil provided pray 

this prayer.   

“Christ has no body now on earth but mine; no hands but mine; no feet but 

mine. Mine are the eyes through which the compassion of Christ must look out 

on the world. Mine are the feet with which Christ is to go about doing good. My 

Hands are the hands with which Christ is to bless God’s people.”                                                    

– prayer attributed to St. Teresa of Avila  

** This ritual is not limited to this place and time but may be used anytime you need extra strength in 

your service to others.  May your hands and feet be blessed to be a blessing to others!  

Hymn:                   “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love” # 708 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving:  
 

May the God of Last Suppers be with you.  

And also with you.  

Open your hearts to God this night.  

We open them to the one whose heart is broken this night.  

In the midst of uncertainty and fears, we will praise God.                                                                 

Our thanks are offered to the one who walks and waits for us through long nights.  

Creator of the heavens and earth, when the hour had come, you lifted up the cup of creation, pouring it 

into the emptiness of chaos. Rivers played tag through the valleys, stars spangled the blue-black night, joy 

danced in the fields of grace. Given that fountain flowing with living water, we drank from betrayal’s 

bitter cup; offered the feast of faith, we sat down at sin’s groaning table. You asked the prophets to 

remind us of promises made, but we continued to embrace the pangs of hopelessness. Then, because 

we are your own, you sent Jesus to glorify you by saving us from ourselves. Therefore, with those 

whose feet are covered with sin, and those whose hearts are gripped by fear, we join the choirs of every 

time and place, forever singing your praises:  

Holy, holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory. Hosana,  

hosana, hosana in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosana,  

hosana, hosana in the highest. 
 

Holy are you, God of redemption, and blessed is Jesus Christ, our Servant, our Savior. When the hour 

had come, he got up from grace’s side, took off his glory, tied humanity around his heart to cleanse us of 

our sins.  

In the midst of his friends, in the congregation of his enemies, he kept the promises made to you: to love 

us to the very end. Our friend, he welcomed all; our teacher, he modelled the life of obedience and 

faith; our Lord, he endured the snares of death, that we might have life with you.  

Every time we eat the bread, our brokenness is made whole; every time we drink from the cup, we 

receive unceasing grace; every time we approach the table, we remember that mystery called faith:  

In remembrance, we mourn Christ’s death. In remembrance, we look to the day of 

resurrection. In remembrance, we await his return.  

Now that the hour is come, send your Spirit upon the gifts of the bread and the cup. As you cradle the 

bread in your gentleness, break it, give it to us, feed us with your compassion that we might be made 

whole, and, in our healing, become servants to a shattered world. As you take the cup, mingle its juices 

with your tears of hope, so we might carry this gift to all who have lost everything. And when there are 

no more hours to come, when there is only eternal peace and life with you, we will gather in that upper 

room called your heart, serving our families and friends with grace, receiving forgiveness from our 

enemies, singing your joy forever and ever, God in community, Holy and One. Amen. 

The body of Christ Broken for You.  

The blood of Christ Shed for You.  
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Prayers of Intercession  
 

United by the servant love of God in Christ, we pray this holy night for the needs of the world. 
A brief silence. 
 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Hymn:                 “Great God Your Love Has Called Us” #358 

 
 

Stripping the Altar  
 
 

 

Sit Here While I Pray: A Holy Week Reading  
 

Why We Strip Altar  
 

As Jesus’ life was stripped from Him, so we strip our altar of the signs of life to symbolize His purposeful, 

redemptive suffering and death for us.   

The events of Golgotha snuffed out the human life of Jesus, the light of the world. As even creation was 

dark when He suffered, so we extinguish our candles and remove them.   

The missal stand holds our worship books that guide our worship life together as we sing praises to God.  

As Jesus suffers, joyous songs are not heard.  As these sounds of joy are removed from our lips, we remove 

the missal stand.  

Jesus’ offered body and His shed blood have been given to us in, with, and under the form of bread and 

wine in the Holy Sacrament. As He was removed from us in the grave, so we remove the elements and 

vessels of this Sacrament.  

Our altar is in the form of a table.  It is here where Our Lord Jesus serves the banquet feast of victory. 

The coverings and paraments are made with the finest of linen and silks, materials appropriate for 

feasting.  As the body of Jesus was stripped in crucifixion, so our altar is stripped of it’s rich coverings.  

The last item removed is the Paschal Candle, symbol of the Risen Christ, the Light of the World. For 

three brief days the light is extinguished; but it will return on Easter morning. 

 

The removal of everything from the altar area symbolizes how Jesus lost everything—his glory, his 

dignity, his very life—for our sake, only the cross remains.  

 
 

A Reading Based on Psalm 22 
 

(Depart Quietly in peace)  
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