
 

March 23rd-29th  

Dear FAITH Lutheran Church Family, 

 

This past Sunday, March 22 marked for many of you the first day that we were not able to physically attend a wor-
ship service. This is a difficult time for Christians in our community, as it seems unnatural for church buildings to be 
closed during a national crisis. But though the buildings are closed, church continues, and will continue. We know 
this because Jesus Christ is risen and alive and through the power of the Holy Spirit continually calls the church into 
faithfulness. The way we are church in this time is changing due to a desire to protect the health of our neighbors. 
But church continues, for it is necessary to proclaim the gospel, the good news that God is with us, we are not 
alone, and God continues to be at work in this world.  

 

I hope that you were able to worship with the resources that we provided through our FAITH E zine online news-
letter, which included a worship service and additional suggestions to visit the Southwest Synod ELCA web site, 
and another site “A Sermon for Every Sunday”.   I visited the Southwest site myself and enjoyed a time of worship 
with our Bishop Guy Erwin and Pastor Brenda Bos.   If you were not able to do this, I encourage you to do this 
sometime this week.  The service remains on the web site. 

 

As St Paul wrote in the quote above from 1 Thessalonians, "rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all cir-
cumstances." Remember, we are staying apart from each other in order that more of us will survive this virus, that 
our health care workers will not be overwhelmed by the numbers of those needing hospital beds and medical 
treatment, in order to care appropriately for our neighbor. In doing these things, we are fulfilling 
Paul's instructions, "hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil." For when we place 
love of God and love of neighbor above what is convenient for ourselves, we are doing God's 
good work and saying "no" to the evil of selfishness that puts others at risk.  

 
I look forward to the day when we will be able to meet again in person as a community of faith 
and celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the new life God gives us once this physical 
distancing is no longer necessary.   Our Council will be meeting via Zoom, this week to consid-
er our April worship options, most especially for Easter, April 12.   All of this of course, remains 
very fluid and will depend on many factors which may or may not be in our control.   I must say that I have never 
missed an Easter celebration worship.  As Christians, we believe that every Sunday is a celebration of the resurrec-
tion.  Whatever happens I encourage you to make use of the resources that we will provide and give praise to our 
Lord and Savior in these days ahead. 

 
I know that many of you are facing financial uncertainty. Many have lost jobs due to social distancing. Many others 
may have to take pay cuts due to the costs associated with our national fight against the virus. For those who are 
able and who care about the future of our congregation, I would encourage giving even more at this time, where 
possible, to help our congregation through this period of financial uncertainty.  

 
Finally, remember that God is with you. When you stay at home, you are not alone - God is there. When you 
make a phone call to a member of your church or community to ensure they are not alone - God is there. When 
you pray for our cities, our states, our country, our world, God is with you, hearing your prayer. I will keep you all 
in my prayers and continue to reach out through our “Wellness Outreach” ministry.   Let me encourage you to be 
a part of that “Wellness Outreach”, by calling up friends, neighbors and members in your circle of friendships.  
Share a good word, the “Good News” of Jesus. And be thankful, in all circumstances, that the God who defeated 
death by dying on the cross, will continue to bring life to the church, and to the world. 
 
God be with you. 

 

Pastor Dave Beard 
March 22, 2020 

Rejoice always, prayer without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is 

good; abstain from every form of evil. - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-22 

REACHING OUT IN LOVE 
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We will not be able to meet together this Sun-

day, but I hope that you will take some time to 

worship together, virtually at this point.  Our 

Parish Administrator, Lori Neu is working from 

her home office and is maintaining our communi-

cations network.   We have and will send out 

regular, and even more regular email, E-pistle 

ezine online, prayer outreach, and we will keep 

our web updated.   I am aware that not all of our 

members are connected to the web and may not 

receive our email updates, let me encourage our 

members to continue to reach out to those who 

are in your circle of friendship.   And once again 

if there are any needs feel free to be in touch.  

My prayers always! 

There will not be Sunday School meetings at this 

time but a new Sunday School Webpage has been 

set up for families with children.  

Please visit: ashbear04.wixsite.com/

faithsdsundayschool 

Weekly lessons will be posted along with an activity 

the children may do with their family.  

Sunday’s lesson: John 9:1-17 Jesus heals a man 

born blind, provoking a hostile (unfriendly) reaction that 

he regards as spiritual blindness to the things of God. 

Activity:  

    What do you think the blind man first saw when 

Jesus gave him sight? Draw on a piece of paper.  

    If you were blind and Jesus gave you sight, what 

would be the first thing that you would do? 

                        IN HOME WORSHIP                                        SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS  

WORSHIP FOR THE 4TH SUNDAY IN LENT FROM THE LUTHERAN CENTER IN GLENDALE 

  Here is another Sunday worship resource available in the chapel of the Lutheran Center in Glendale. 

We find ourselves in a remarkable situation, in which the danger of contagion with the novel corona-

virus has required the cancellation of worship in most of our ELCA churches in the Southwest California 

Synod. As your bishop, I want you to have every opportunity to join with others in prayer, song, and 

thanksgiving, to God’s protection in this time. You can watch in a small group, with your spouse or fami-

ly, or entirely by yourself.  

The worship is on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4J39DqfFZ2M (you can highlight this 

link to copy and paste into your search bar to access the video. 

  You may be by yourself, but when you pray with, you are joining the whole church in our synod, our 

nation and throughout the world.   

Bishop R. Guy Erwin Preaching  and  The Rev. Brenda Bos Presiding  

WELLNESS OUTREACH  

I will from time to time, day to day reach out to you the good people connected with FAITH.   I have 

initiated a “Wellness Outreach”, a simple concept of calling up our members and friends, via phone, 

email, and text just to check in on your spirits and how you are doing in this time.   

 

I am glad to say that after the initial volley of calls, Thursday, March 19th, no one was infected or experi-

encing any symptoms of the virus.  Indeed, members of our church family and the extended family mem-

bers of our members had checked in with their loved ones, did some shopping, and offered up good 

encouragement.  I will continue to reach out to our members and friends at FAITH.  Please if there are 

any concerns, do not hesitate to be in touch with me, through my email, pastordavidbeard@aol.com, or 

my phone 925 216 6560, with voice and text support. 
 

Please know that you are deeply loved in all ways! 

mailto:pastordavidbeard@aol.com
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FAITH CALL COMMITTEE  

Message from Doug Halvorsen:   

 

  Hal Fredericksen has provided outstanding leadership as our Call Committee Chair during the last 

nine months of this process.  

  As you know, Sandi has been dealing with some health issues. Recently Hal has also encountered 

some health issues that preclude him from continuing as the Call Committee Chair. Thankfully he 

will continue to serve on the committee.  

  As the new chair, I want to give you an update as to where we are in the process: 

    In January, Pastor Brenda Bos, the Assistant to the Bishop of our Synod, gave us three candi-

dates. All three were from out of state.  

    We interviewed these candidates twice. On a Tuesday evening and two Saturdays using ZOOM.  

     In the first interview , each candidate received the same questions. The second interview con-

sisted of specific questions that applied to each candidate. 

    Sunday, March 8th, Marge, Lisa and I attended St. Marks Lutheran Church to observe one of the 

candidates give the sermon as a visiting pastor .  

     Tuesday, March 10th we met with Pastor Bos to give us directions as the process moves for-

ward. She informed us that there were four local candidates showing interest in our Parish. 

    Our Call Committee unanimously decided to release two of the candidates. One candidate was 

not released and remains under consideration.  

    We also decided to continue the interviewing process with newly available candidates. The inter-

views will be done in a timely manner in order that we can meet our goal of recommending to the 

Council and having a new pastor by July.  

     This Call Committee consists of amazing, dedicated and spiritual people, striving with God’s di-

rection and help, to find the best possible candidate to lead our Parish in the future.  

    We have met 28 times and from this point on we will be continuing to meet weekly via 

ZOOM once we receive our new candidates.  

As mentioned, God is our guiding force in this process. Please keep us in your prayers.  

Blessings,  

Doug  


