
Fourth Sunday In Lent 2020     SAFE AT HOME Day One, March 21, 2020 
 

I trust that you and yours are safe at home, taking care of yourselves, practicing healthy living and 
looking for ways to walk through this difficult time in our world with COVID 19.  

 
I have been busy at church in my “home office”, as I am in walking distance from the apartment 

and with the church “officially closed”, how can any church truly close, but closed in a different 
way that is open to helping and caring for the community. 

 

I will from time to time, day to day reach out to you the good people connected with FAITH.   I 
have initiated a “Wellness Outreach”, a simple concept of calling up our members and friends, 

via phone, email, and text just to check in on your spirits and how you are doing in this time.   
 

I am glad to say that after the initial volley of calls yesterday, Thursday, March 19 th, no one was 
infected or experiencing any symptoms of the virus.  Indeed, members of our church family and 

the extended family members of our members had checked in with their loved ones, did some 
shopping, and offered up good encouragement.  I will continue to reach out to our members and 

friends at FAITH.  Please if there are any concerns, do not hesitate to be in touch with me, 

through my email, pastordavidbeard@aol.com, or my phone 925 216 6560, with voice and text 
support. 

 
Please know that you are deeply loved in all ways! 

 
We will not be able to meet together this Sunday, but I hope that you will take some time to 

worship together, virtually at this point.  Our Parish Administrator, Lori Neu is working from 
her home office and is maintaining our communications network.   We have and will send out 

regular, and even more regular email, E-pistle ezine online, prayer outreach, and we will keep our 

web updated.   I am aware that not all of our members are connected to the web and may not 
receive our email updates, let me encourage our members to continue to reach out to those 

who are in your circle of friendship.   And once again if there are any needs feel free to be in 
touch.  My prayers always! 

 
We have placed the Sunday Bible readings and worship service online.   As a part of that, I will 

share with you some brief thoughts around the gospel lesson with this note. 
 

Our Gospel is a continuation of our readings from John, that touch on the important relationships 

that Jesus established with the people he encountered.  The lessons are mini dramas, with the 
parts noted for a narrator, principle players, Jesus, and others.   As you look at that gospel see if 

you can identify those parts in today’s readings.   Did you see the blind man, his parents, and the 
religious leaders?  It is a long reading, maybe that is good with the time that we have on hands 

today, to read it through several times perhaps.   
 

What does it mean to be born Blind? 
What kind of suffering has this man experienced in his blindness? 

What about his parents?   

       They have raised a child from birth, cared for him, and still care for him? 
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What about the religious leaders?  What part are they playing? 
What is their blindness in this situation? 

And watch how the story progresses, and how the players play off each other. 
It is a sad story in once sense…but also a bold one…as the band born blind “sees” and believes. 

And then:  What does this story mean for you and me…right now…in this time and place in our lives? 
What are we “blind” too?   What do we fail to understand?   Where do we dig in our heals and refuse 

to believe or understand?   How do we go about our lives in the changed COVID 19 style of living?  How 
do we spiritually grow, and take care of ourselves? 

 

You see, the story of the Gospel is always relevant, and purposeful…and never withers of 
encouraging us and our relationship with others…and our God.     

 
Finally, if you have access to the web…let me encourage to pull up a resource that I use in my 

sermon preparation.   Type in “A Sermon for Every Sunday”.   Check it out!   You may even like 
it more then my messages.  

 
In the love of Jesus, stay safe and well, 

Pastor Dave Beard 

Interim Pastor,  
FAITH LUTHERAN, San Dimas 
 


