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  Faith Lutheran Church 
A Service of  

Prayer and Reflection for                        
Good Friday  
   April 2, 2021 

 

       Print = Pastor or Worship Leader      

                                                       Bold = Congregation 
 
 

Life and death stand side by side as we enter into Good Friday. In John's passion account, Jesus reveals the power and 
glory of God, even as he is put on trial and sentenced to death. Standing with the disciples at the foot of the cross, we 

pray for the whole world in the ancient bidding prayer, as Christ's death offers life to all. We gather in solemn 

devotion, but always with the promise that the tree around which we assemble is indeed a tree of life. We depart 
silently, and we anticipate the culmination of the Three Days in the Easter Vigil. 
 

PRELUDE 
 

GATHERING WORDS 
Along this way 

We have walked with Christ. 
 

Along this way 

We have shared his table. 
 

Along this way 

He has washed our feet. 
 

Along this way 

We approach the cross. 
 

Along this way 

We fear the path. 
 

Behold the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
 

OPENING HYMN                    “Go to Dark Gethsemane”  vs 1-3  
 

Go to dark Gethsemane, all who feel the tempter's pow'r; 

Your Redeemer's conflict see; Watch with Him one bitter hour; 

Turn not from His griefs away; Learn of Jesus Christ to pray. 
 

 Follow to the judgment hall; View the Lord of life arraigned; 

O the worm-wood and the gall! O the pangs His soul sustained! 

Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss; Learn from Him to bear the cross. 
 

 Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb; There' adoring at His feet, 

Mark the miracle of time, God's own sacrifice complete: 

"It is finished!" Hear him cry; Learn of Jesus Christ to die. 
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INTRODUCTION AND PRAYER 
 

On this day we recall the death of our Lord Jesus Christ. As we hear John’s account, we focus on seven 

moments during that day and, as darkness still seeks to conquer the light, pause to reflect on our own 

sin, and that of the world.  
 

At the end of each reading we will keep silence as a candle is extinguished to mark the prevailing 

darkness of this day. 
 

Let us pray: 

God of the daytime and the night-time, God of light and darkness, God of joy and sorrow,  

we worship you. 
 

Through you alone are we able to know that even in the darkest hours hope is present 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Seven Moments  
 

First Moment: ‘Ecce Homo’  

(John 19:1-7) 
 

We pray:  Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy.                                           

First Candle is extinguished.   

Silence  

Reflection  

Second Moment: Gabbatha   

(John 19:8-16a)                                                                                                                                
 

We pray:  Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy.                                    

Second Candle is extinguished.   

Silence  

HYMN                            “Lamb of God”    

Your only Son no sin to hide but You have sent Him, 

From Your side to walk upon this guilty sod 

And to become the Lamb of God. 

Refrain 

Oh Lamb of God, Sweet lamb of God 

I love the Holy Lamb of God 

Oh wash me in your precious Blood 

My Jesus Christ the Lamb of God. 
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Your gift of Love They crucified We laughed and 

scorned him as he died the humble King we named a fraud 

And sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain 
 

 I was so lost I should have died But You have 

brought me to Your side to be led by your 

staff and rod and to be called a lamb of God 

                                                     Refrain  

 

Third Moment:  Golgotha  

(John 19:16b-22)                                                                                                                               

 

We pray:  Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy.                                      

Third Candle is extinguished.   

Silence                                                                                                                                         

Meditation  

HYMN                                   “My Song is Love Unknown”  
 

My song is love unknown, My Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown That they might lovely be. 
 

  Oh, who am I That for my sake 

My Lord should take Frail flesh and die? Repeat 
 

 

 He came from His blest throne Salvation to bestow; 

the world that was his own would not its Savior know. 

But, oh, my friend, My Friend indeed, 
 

 Who at my need His life did spend! Repeat  
 

  

 Sometimes they strew His way And His sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all day Hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!” Is all their breath, 
 

 And for His death They thirst and cry. Repeat 
 

Why, what hath my Lord done? What makes this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run, he gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries! Yet they at these 
 

 Themselves displease And 'gainst Him rise. Repeat 

 

 They rise and needs will have My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He To suff'ring goes 
 

 That He His foes From thence might free. Repeat 
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Fourth Moment:  Casting Lots  

(John 19:23-25)                                                                                                                                           
 

We pray:  Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy.   

Fourth Candle is extinguished.   

Silence  
 

Fifth Moment: ‘Here Is Your Mother’ 

(John 19:25-27)                                                                                                                                            
 

We pray:  Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy.   

Fifth Candle is extinguished.   

Silence  

Reflection  

Sixth Moment: Finished  

(John 19:28-30)  
 

We pray:  Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy.   

Sixth Candle is extinguished.   

Silence  

Reflection  

 

HYMN                                              “Ah, Holy Jesus”  

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended 

That we to judge thee have in hate pretended? 

By foes derided, by thine own rejected, O most afflicted. 
 

Who was the guilty?  Who brought this upon thee? 

Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee. 

‘Twas, I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee; I crucified thee. 
 

Lo, the Good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; 

The slave hath sinned, and the Son hath suffered; 

For our atonement, while we nothing heeded.  God interceded. 
 

For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation, 

Thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation; 

Thy death of anguish and thy bitter Passion, For my salvation. 

 

Seventh Moment: Pierced  

(John 19:31-34) 
 

We pray:  Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy.   

Seventh Candle is extinguished.   

Silence  

Reflection  
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PRAYERS 

Lord of the cross,  

hear our prayer.   

 

FINAL HYMN                               “Were You There”   

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

       Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Oh… 

     Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?  Oh… 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
 

Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

Were you there when they pierced him in the side? Oh… 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble, 

Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? Oh… 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble, 

Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? Oh… 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

 
THE FINAL WORD  

(John 19:38-42) 
 

FINAL PRAYER AND DEPARTURE  

When hope has left  

Still we watch and wait.  

 

When darkness prevails  

Still we search for light.  

 

When the road is hidden  

Still we see a guide.   

 

Christ of the cross, hold us in these moments as we wait for a garden vision, a mealtime revelation, a 

locked room blessing, and a lakeside renewal.  We go in peace.   

(Please depart in silence.)  
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Service adapted for worship use from Seven Moments by Stephen J. Maunder.  Published through Wild Goose Publications, 

2018 Glasgow, UK, the publishing division of the Iona Community.  All rights reserved.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                         
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 


