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“Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save.  When 

their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very day their plans 

come to nothing.  Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose 

hope is in the Lord their God.”  Psalm 146:3-5 
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As I watched the Inauguration this past Wednesday, I was instantly reminded of this Psalm.  What was on 

display for all to see was American Civil Religion played out on a world stage.  Even if not intended, there 

was military might in thousands of National Guard troops protecting the capital, everyone was dressed in 

the colors of the day – red and blue or red+blue=purple, and our favorite American hymns were sung by 

celebrities.  There were worship leaders, albeit politicians and some readings of poems (Amanda Gor-

man, wow!) and religious prayers.  Then there was the sermon by President Elect Biden that was to set 

the course of what will happen in the next 4 years.  “Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, 

who cannot save.”   

As much as I wanted to believe all that was said on Wednesday, you and I both know many of the prom-

ises will not be kept.  Too often we forget we are limited human beings.  It has taken a pandemic, civil 

unrest, and countless disagreements on Facebook for me to finally see that as advanced scientifically and 

technologically we are as humans, we cannot save ourselves – only God can do that.  As much as I want 

to place all my hope in humanity, politicians, even religious leaders, I know they are not God.  Only God 

is able to save us from this pandemic, our economic crisis, our civil distress, our very selves.  This Psalm 

reminds me where to put my trust.  Does God work through people – absolutely YES but God is the 

mover and the actor – NOT US! If we put all our trust in humans, we will always be disappointed.   
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In this tumultuous time, it is becoming harder to discern where God lands on certain issues, especially as 

they relate to this country.  The rest of this Psalm helps remind me of who God is and God’s agenda:  

7He upholds the cause of the oppressed 

    and gives food to the hungry. 

The Lord sets prisoners free, 

8     the Lord gives sight to the blind, 

the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, 

    the Lord loves the righteous. 

9 The Lord watches over the foreigner 

    and sustains the fatherless and the widow, 

    but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. 

As Faith Lutheran Church looks into the future as well, it seems a bit scary now.  Perhaps no scarier for 

you than the last 2+ years but I have faith in the God who has always been faithful.  I believe that if we 

are to succeed as a congregation, we need but remember our place in the divine plan.  This congregation 

is and always has been God’s.  It is not owned by one individual or committee.  Nor should it be run by 

one or a handful.   

What has been set in motion in the past is a wonderful foundation for what can be in the future.  But I 

believe God is changing this place.  I believe God is trying to get us to see God’s larger vision and mis-

sion for Faith Lutheran Church in San Dimas.  I believe God is making a way for us and I pray we follow 

with curiosity even if we can’t quite muster up devotion, yet.   

Verses 6 and 10 of this Psalm are what matter today:  

6 He is the Maker of heaven and earth, 

    the sea, and everything in them— 

    he remains faithful forever. 

10The Lord reigns forever, 

    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the Lord. 

 

God loves you and so do I,  

Pastor Nichole  

Continued 
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Join in our Zoom Bible Study for fellowship, prayers, and worship! 

Z O O M  B I B L E  S T U D I E S   

Zoom Bible Study Meeting  Wednesday Evening, 

January 27th, 2021, 7:00 PM  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2411510762?

pwd=QXlYeE8xa2ZMdmh4V0tWY2ZQOXVLZz09 

Meeting ID: 241 151 0762 

Passcode: 065003 

Zoom Bible Study Meeting Thursday Morning,   

January 28th, 2021, 10:00AM 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2411510762?

pwd=QXlYeE8xa2ZMdmh4V0tWY2ZQOXVLZz09 

Meeting ID: 241 151 0762 

Passcode: 065003 

2021 Offering Envelopes 

are available for pick up in 

the church office. You can 

pick up between the times 

of 10am—noon.   

You can still pick up your 

Epiphany materials or pick 

up an extra bag and share 

with a friend.  

 

   CONFESSION &                  

ABSOLUTION   

 

ANNUAL MEETING                     

UPDATE  

OFFERING ENVELOPES  

Mark your calendars for 

upcoming Annual Meeting 

on February 14th, in which 

we approve the budget and 

solidify the election of 

council officers.  Please stay 

tuned here and via your 

postal mail for further de-

tails about the meeting. 

Thank you for your pa-

tience.   

Make your Individual Con-

fession & Absolution Ap-

pointment on Shrove Tues-

day, February 16, 2021 by 

signing up here:  Faith Lu-

theran Church, San Dimas 

CA: Individual Confession 

& Absolution 

(signupgenius.com)   

Have you ever wondered why people tend to eat pan-

cakes on the day before Ash Wednesday? Believers 

around the world celebrate Shrove Tuesday each year 

and if you’ve never celebrated it yourself, read below to 

learn what Shrove Tuesday is and how you can celebrate 

it with your family. 

What is Shrove Tuesday? 

Shrove Tuesday is held on the day preceding Ash 

Wednesday. It signals the end of Epiphany and the begin-

ning of Lent (a time of penance and renewal prior to 

Easter) in the liturgical calendar of many Christian tradi-

tions. Shrove Tuesday ushers in the Quinquagesima, the 

fifty-day period before Easter, which begins the Sunday 

before Ash Wednesday. Shrove Tuesday is the final day 

of “Shrovetide,” a three-day period leading into Lent.[1] 

Shrove Tuesday occurs precisely 47 days before Easter 

and is a moveable feast determined by the lunar calendar. 

Its name is derived from the term ‘shrive’, which refers 

to the ritual of confession for sins leading into the peni-

tential season of Lent.[2] In traditions such as Roman 

Catholicism, a priest administers this ritual and pro-

nounces God’s forgiveness and absolution for sins. The 

tradition of shriving before Lent dates back to the Middle 

Ages (c. A.D. 1000).[3] 

WHAT IS SHROVE 

TUESDAY? 



A new Sunday School Webpage 

has been set up for families 

with children. Weekly lessons 

will be posted along with an 

activity the children can enjoy 

with their family.  

Please visit: ash-

bear04.wixsite.com/

faithsdsundayschool 

FAITH’s Sunday School mis-

sion: 

To lay a Faith Foundation 

through Bible  study, learning 

prayer and hymns; our children 

and young people will develop 

a vibrant faith to share with 

others so they can also have an 

enthusiastic Christian Walk. 
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I N  H O M E  WO R S H I P   

Worship on Sundays 

through our                      

YouTube channel:                   

FLCSanDimasCa                   

Please subscribe to our 

channel and click, “like” on 

Pastor Nichole’s sermons, 

and share them with friends 

and family. Written Wor-

ship services are created 

weekly. They will be posted 

and shared through our 

website, FAITHSD.net, 

through our Facebook, and 

our e-zine weekly bulletin.  

SUNDAY                            

ZOOM FELLOWSHIP  

Pastor Nichole 

C 815 931-9425 

P 909 599-3978  

pastornichole1@gmail.com 

Monday: Pastor’s                 

Sabbath                          

Tuesday: Appointment  

Wednesday: Appointment                               

Thursday: Appointment  

Friday:  Appointment 

Due to COVID guidelines 

please call or email Pastor 

Nichole to set up an appoint-

ment.  

Sunday Fellowship will resume                 

Sunday, January 24th 

Bring your coffee, donuts. cookies and 

a smile to enjoy fellowship together  

10:30 am  
 

Shoes: Optional 

Shirts: HIGHLY Recommended 
      

Join Zoom Meeting  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86976472385?

pwd=QjRVUWgzREJBNDZ6MU5NUU1EeW

ZWUT09 
 

Meeting ID: 869 7647 2385 

Passcode: 428515 

PASTOR NICHOLE                        

OFFICE HOURS  

S U N DAY  S C H O O L   

ASH WEDNESDAY  

Join us for distribu-

tion of  ashes this 

Ash Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 17th at Faith 

Lutheran Church.  

We will provide two 

time blocks for distri-

bution, Noon-1:00PM 

and 7:00PM-8:00PM. 

We will continue to 

practice the CDC 

requirements with 

social distancing and 

face coverings.       

Ash Wednesday Ser-

vice will be posted to 

YouTube at 8:00AM, 

February 17th and a 

written service bulle-

tin will be shared on 

our FLC website and 

available at the 

church for pick up  

during the distribu-

tion of ashes. 


