
August 4th-17th   

From Bishop Guy Erwin 

 

To the pastors, deacons, and people of the Southwest California Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America: Grace to you and peace, in Christ our Savior! 

 

On this final day of my time as your synod bishop, I want to offer you my thanks and my blessing: my 

thanks, for the great trust you have shown in me to call me to this office twice, and for the care and regard 

you have shown me in my seven years of service; my blessing, for the continued work of our congregations 

and ministries in this synod, for courage in facing the challenges of change and the hard work of promoting 

justice in our society, and for growth in the Spirit of Christ, which changes all of us and leads us into new 

paths. 

 

And for such a time as this! You and your congregations have shown great courage and fortitude in this 

time of deprivation and separation. You have shown great adaptability in your worship patterns, and great 

tenacity in maintaining community through digital communication and with distancing measures. We say that 

Christians are known by their love: in a pandemic, that love is shown in taking every care to limit exposure 

to infection and to stop the spread of disease. Christians will put the care of others over their own conven-

ience and comfort whenever it is safe to do so. 

 

It has always been important to me to emphasize that the church is engaged in holy work of connecting 

God’s people to the God who loves them, and shows them that love most vividly in the life, death, and 
teaching of Jesus. The “God’s Work. Our Hands.” tag line we have come to love is not just a call to action, 

but a theological statement: we do what we are called to do, but it is God who brings the fruit. Our 

church’s “success” is not measured in numbers but by how much it matters in our people’s lives and—just 

as importantly—in the lives of those around us in our communities.  

 

We’re here to make a difference; to bring Christ in new ways to more people. I have tried my best to make 

a difference as your bishop, sometimes by being ahead of the church and pulling it forward, sometimes by 

reminding it of where it came from and reining it in. Leadership is helping people understand why they mat-

ter and inspiring them to act on their knowledge. For my shortcomings, I beg pardon; for what good I may 

have done I give thanks to God. I leave you in God’s hands and with love and great hopefulness. 

 

May God bless and keep you all; may your strength and health hold sure while we wait for relief; and may 

you always live and thrive in the confidence of God’s love—shown to us clearly and surely in Jesus Christ! 

 

Bishop Guy Erwin 

July 31, 2020  
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Dear People of God of the Southwest California Synod-ELCA, 

  

As John greeted the church in his third epistle, I write you today as a new chapter begins in the mission 

and ministry of the Southwest California Synod. 

“I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, 

just as it is well with your soul.” III John 2 

   

I write today, the first day of my new calling within the Southwest California Synod, to express my 

thanks to this synod for entrusting me with the ministry of serving as your Bishop during this interim 

season. I look forward to shared ministry with the synod staff, synod council, deans, committee chair-

persons and members, pastors, deacons, congregational lay leaders, and members and friends of the 

many congregations of this synod.  

  

I ask for your help as I begin to serve within a synodical territory wherein my time has been limited. 

Please contact me with your cares and concerns, questions and comments, joys and sorrows. 

  

There are two other parts of this call that will be new to me. I have not had a ¾ time call before, and I 

never served during a global pandemic. As a congregational pastor and as a synodical bishop, I believed 

that “presence” was a huge part of my calling. Every effort was made to be present for the ordinations, 

installations, anniversaries, groundbreakings, dedications, farewells, rostered leaders’ hospitalizations 

and funerals, as well as other special occasions of the congregations and rostered leaders of the Pacifi-

ca Synod. Learning how ministry continues, changes, thrives and struggles in new and different ways as 

we physically distance from one another will be part of my new learning curve. The ongoing discovery 

of ways to be present for each other during these challenging days surely will open new avenues for 

ministry and mission. 

  

As we move forward together, I will pray for you and ask you to do the same for the synod staff and 

me during these days of transition. 

  

May the light of Christ shine upon us all today and in the days ahead. 

  

Grace, mercy, and peace, 

  

+Bishop Murray D. Finck 

August 1, 2020 

      From Interim Bishop Murray Finck 



PAGE 3 FLC THIS WEEK  

Zoom Bible Study Meeting  Wednesday    

Evening, August 5th, 2020, 7:00 PM  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85229436625?

pwd=VXZRQnhiYVViNGlZQ0t0a1NOeEQ4QT09 

Meeting ID: 852 2943 6625 

Passcode: 372019 

One tap mobile 

+16699009128,,85229436625#,,,,,,0#,,372019# US        

(San Jose) 

+13462487799,,85229436625#,,,,,,0#,,372019# US 

(Houston) 

Dial by your location 

        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

 

 

 

 

 

Zoom Bible Study Meeting Thursday         

Morning, August 6th, 2020, 10:00AM 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88344437826?

pwd=dVo4UGVUcWFzcnB6UEpDQ0RHYTJXUT0

9  

Meeting ID: 883 4443 7826 

Passcode: 551168 

One tap mobile 

+16699009128,,88344437826#,,,,,,0#,,551168# US        

(San Jose) 

+12532158782,,88344437826#,,,,,,0#,,551168# US 

(Tacoma) 

 Dial by your location 

        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

 

 SU MMERTIME ZO OM B IBL E ST UDIES  

 

ZOOM Bible Study  

Wednesday August  5th at  7 :00pm and Thursday,  August  6th at  10:00am  
 

Pentecost  10 2020  

I Kings 19:9-18   Romans 10:5-15   Matthew 14:22-33 

 

In the midst of life storms, our prayers are often for Jesus to immediately rescue us and restore a 

sense of calm. But instead, Jesus call us out of the oath and the boat and into the storm. This is risky 

and frightening invitation. When Peter’s courage is shaken by a strong wind. He begins to sink, and 

he once again turns to Jesus for strength. Is fear and doubt the process?  Is this what happens to us? 

 

Join in our Zoom Bible Study for fellowship, prayer, and worship! 
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We have returned to in-person worship, practicing all the 

CDC requirements, of distancing, masking, and limiting 

our contact time.   We had a good “outdoor” worship 

experience this past week and are looking forward to 

continuing this style of worship for the next several 

weeks.   As it happens, we have a wonderful place for our 

worship, protected by the great pine tree, with a view 

into our Rose Garden and the cross that stands over the 

garden.   Angelo and Jeremy offered us music and we 

joined in “softly” singing our songs.   We are currently a 

small group but happy to report an increased attendance 

by at least ten. We still have some room to grow and still 

maintain our distance.  Also, we respect those who are 

“staying at home” during this pandemic.  We continue to 

produce a YouTube service that is placed on our website 

at www.FaithSd.net and emailed to our members and 

friends each Saturday.  If you are not received it, do let us 

know, at flcneu.lori@aol.com. 

 

    SUMMERTIME UNITY WORSHIP 

Outdoors in our Rose Park 

One Service   9:30am 

Our Call Committee has 

three new members includ-

ing Carolyn Sloan, Joe Pike, 

and Dan Crowther.  They 

replaced Daniel Ambrosini, 

Marge Chen, and Patrice 

Heuring who retired from 

the Call Committee recent-

ly.  Great thanks to each of 

them for their selfless ser-

vice to our Call Committee 

and the greater Faith Parish 

family!!! It is much appreci-

ated!!!!   

Pastor Brenda Bos from the 

Southwest Synod Office is 

working closely with us in 

our pastoral search. We 

were given two more candi-

dates the middle of last 

week.  We interviewed one 

candidate from North Da-

kota on Monday (July 

27th).  We have another 

being setup.  We are speed-

ing up the process as much 

as possible! Please pray for 

our Call Committee, Coun-

cil, Parish and our pastoral 

candidates!  God's guiding 

Hands are with us!! 

 C A L L  C O M M I T T E E  

I will continue to pro-

duce and share our wor-

ship through YouTube.  

Our Parish Administra-

tor will continue to cre-

ate our written services.  

She will share those 

through our website, 

FAITHSD.net, through 

our Facebook and our e-

zine weekly newsletter.  

Here are your upcoming 

lessons:  

  

 

Sunday, August 9th  

Pentecost 10 2020 

I Kings 19:9-18   Romans 

10:5-15   Matthew 14:22

-33 

Sunday, August 16th 

Pentecost 11 2020  

Isaiah 56:1,6-8 Romans 

11:1-2a,29-32 Matthew 

15:[10-20]21-28  

H O M E  W O R S H I P   



  WEL L NESS  OU TRE AC H                                         

FELL OWS HI P E XPANSIO N  

A Sunday School blog is available with Weekly lessons 

posted on Saturdays. 

Please visit: ashbear04.wixsite.com/faithsdsundayschool 

FAITH’s Sunday School mission: 

To lay a Faith Foundation through Bible  study, learning prayer 

and hymns; our children and young people will develop a vi-

brant faith to share with others so they can also have an      

enthusiastic Christian Walk. 
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We have a new tree on our campus.  This tree is located 

in front of the round Parish Hall build-

ing. The Gingko tree is a gift from Pas-

tor David and Sue Beard in thanks to 

God and for the members and friends 

of FAITH Lutheran Church.  

STEWARDSHIP 

I would like to encourage you, to continue to bring food 

over for our “Food Pantry” and we 

will begin to re-stock the pantry. 

A few people have come around and I 

have been able to direct them to the 

City of San Dimas “Food Site”.   

LOCAL FOOD  

PANTRY  

I would like to invite and 

enlist others to be a part of 

the “joy” that I have discov-

ered in making these Well-

ness Outreach calls.  If you 

would like to be involved in this ministry of outreach, 

would you please give me a call or email me at 925 216 

6560 or pastordavidbeard@aol.com.   It is my hope to 

gather Ten Groups of 10 to 12 persons, identifying one 

primary contact person, to help with this outreach.  Give 

this some prayer and let me know if you are willing.   

I thought that I would do a mid-summer “Wellness Out-

reach” check in with you.  From time to time during this 

Coronavirus pandemic I have reached out via phone, text 

message and email to share what is going on around the 

church, and to catch up on any news that you would like 

to share with me.  My prayers are with you in this 

time.  This has gone on much longer than any of us have 

thought.  We remain faithful and the ministry of the con-

gregation continues. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL      

You have been an inspiration in your continuing financial 

support of this ministry.  Your gifts, tithes and offerings 

are greatly appreciated.  We have been able to “cut our 

costs” with conservation and care.  We  are experienc-

ing a small deficit this summer, 

which is often normal, but are con-

fident that we will be on target for 

the beginning of Fall. 

THE GINGKO 

TREE  


