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A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is planned for next Sunday, December 4th, 
immediately following the morning worship service for the purpose of electing church 
officers who will begin serving in 2023 and also to vote on the dissolution of Rev. Ron 
Brown’s pastoral relationship with First Presbyterian Church. 

A DINNER TO HONOR RON AND SUSAN BROWN is planned for next 
Sunday, December 4, 5:00 p.m. at the Women’s Club - 350 N. Cove Blvd. The meal will 
be catered and everyone in the congregation is invited to come celebrate and express 
our thankfulness for the ministry of the Brown’s and the great work that God did 
through them at First Presbyterian.    

CHRISTMAS CONCERT:  The Bay County Christian Youth Choir and the First 
Presbyterian Church choir will be presenting Andrew Peterson's advent song cycle, 
"Behold the Lamb of God: The True Tall Tale of the Coming of Christ," on December 
18th at 4 PM. The congregation is invited and encouraged to attend this concert, which 
will be held at Grace Presbyterian Church. Come and hear a Christmas concert unlike 
any other this season! 

TODAY’S HYMN NOTES:  Today marks the first Sunday of Advent, the beginning 
of the season when Christians across the globe celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, 
God's precious gift to a lost and dying world.  "Advent" comes from the Latin word 
adventus meaning "coming." We will begin the service by singing O Come All Ye 
Faithful, an adaptation of the Latin hymn Adeste Fidelis (Come, Faithful Ones). The 
exact origin of the hymn is unknown, though there were 7 Latin manuscripts found 
containing the hymn dated from 1743-1761, all signed by John Francis Wade.  The 
words were later translated into English by Frederick Oakeley.  These verses celebrate 
the birth of Christ and call us to gather in His presence to adore Him as Christ our 
Lord. The second hymn, All I Have is Christ written by Jordan Kauflin of Sovereign 
Grace Music in 2008, has become a modern day classic to some.  Kauflin says, "I was 
influenced by the last two verses in John Newton's hymn Old Things Are Passed Away, 
specifically the thought that if God had not loved us first, we would still be refusing his 
mercy." Kauflin goes on to say that our boast is always and only in our Savior. Scottish 
hymn writer James Montgomery wrote our final hymn, Hail to the Lord's Anointed, 
based on Psalm 72.  Montgomery, following in the footsteps of Isaac Watts and Charles 
Wesley, wrote over 400 hymns.  Montgomery, a member of the Moravian church and 
advocate for Christian missions, wrote this as a Christmas hymn and introduced it at a 
Mennonite convocation on Christmas day 1821.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: A special service of hymns, scripture, and a brief 
sermon will be held on Saturday, December 24th, beginning at 5:00 p.m. at the Panama 
City  Seventh Day Adventist Church.  This is a wonderful time to invite family and 
friends to share in the joy and hear the true meaning of Christmas.   

CHRISTMAS DAY COOKIE EXCHANGE:  During the regular Sunday School 
time (9:15-10:00 a.m.) on Christmas day we will have a cookie-exchange fellowship in 
the fellowship hall.  Everyone is asked bring two dozen cookies (or more) to share.  
The church will provide coffee, juice, and baggies for you to take home a selection of  
your favorite cookies.  There will be a worship service following this time of fellowship. 
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Prelude                                                “Echo Noel”                                                 arr. Bish 

                                              “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                                   Traditional 

 

Welcome and Announcements                                                               Rev. Ron Brown 

 

Hymn                                        “O Come All Ye Faithful”                                           Wade 

O Come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come and behold Him, born the King of angels! 

        Refrain:                        O come, let us adore Him,  

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

God of God, Light of Light eternal, 

Lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb; 

Very God, begotten, not created;  (Refrain) 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv'n; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!  (Refrain) 

 

Invocation                                                                                              Rev. Ron Brown  

 

Confession of Faith - Heidelberg Catechism question and answer #31 

Q: Why is He called Christ, that is, Anointed? 

A:   Because he has been ordained by God the Father, and anointed with 

the Holy Spirit, to be our chief Prophet and Teacher, who has fully 

revealed to us the secret counsel and will of God concerning our 

redemption; our only High Priest, who by the one sacrifice of his body 

has redeemed us, and who continually intercedes for us before the 

Father; and our eternal King, who governs us by his Word and Spirit, 

and who defends and preserves us in the redemption obtained for us.   

 

Hymn 624                                           “Doxology”                                      OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

Offertory                                  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                                  arr. DeCesare 

Brass Duet: Marc Bailey and Chris Grant 

 

Pastoral Prayer                          Rev. Ron Brown 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Cassie Carter - diagnosed with M.S. 

Kenneth Cole - brain cancer 

Elias Delmar - improved health/chemo treatment 

Donna Duncan - chemo treatment for colon cancer 

Joe & Jeannie Faulkner - health issues, relief from pain 

Amy Harrell - treatment for cancer 

Bob Hayes - recovering from stroke 

Betsy Hayes - treatment for renal carcinoma 

Glenn Hayes - follow up for radiation treatment 

Anita Lucas - treatment for cancer 

Truett Lucas - in remission from cancer 

Debbie Mathis - mouth cancer 

Bill Morar - continued strengthening 

Chuck Reynolds - chemo treatment/pancreatic cancer 

Linda Rice - cancer treatment 

Don Turnage - recovering form knee surgery 

James Youngblood - treatment for cancer 

 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HONOR ROLL 

Doris Adams, Jesse Bealor, Joyce Buff,  

Helen DeVaney, Evelyn Duncan, Agnes Godert,  

Janice Maloy, Victoria Musgrave, Betty Reaver,  

Aline Youngblood 

 

Hymn                                           “All I Have Is Christ”                                            Kauflin 

I once was lost in darkest night yet thought I knew the way 

The sin that promised joy and life had led me to the grave 

I had no hope that You would own A rebel to Your will 

And if you had not loved me first I would refuse You still 

But as I ran my hell-bound race indifferent to the cost 

You look upon my helpless state and led me to the cross 

And I beheld God's love displayed You suffered in my place 

You bore the wrath reserved for me Now all I know is grace! 

Chorus:  Hallelujah! All I have is Christ.  Hallelujah! Jesus is my life. 

Now Lord I would be Yours alone and live so all might see 

The strength to follow Your commands could never come from me 

O Father, use my ransomed life in any way You choose 

And let my song forever be my only boast is You.  (Chorus) 

 

Scripture Reading                                                                                     Matthew 1:1-17 

 

Sermon                                 “The Messiah’s Messy Family”                         Heath Taws 

 

Hymn                                      “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”                                Montgomery 

Hail to the Lord's Anointed, great David's greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, His reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free. 

To take away transgression, and rule in equity. 

He comes with comfort speedy to those who suffer wrong; 

To help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong; 

To give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light, 

Whose souls, condemned and dying, were precious in His sight. 

O'er ev'ry foe victorious, He on His throne shall rest, 

From age to age more glorious all blessing and all blessed; 

The tide of time shall never His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand forever -- that name to us is Love. 

    

Closing Prayer                                                                                               Heath Taws 

 

Postlude                                                 “Gloria”                                                  French Carol 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME to visitors here today and to regular members of the congregation.  Please 
fill out the attached tear-off portion of today’s bulletin and place it in the offering plate 
so that we may have a record of your visit and your contact information. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER will be observed during the 
morning worship service next Sunday, December 4th. 

Please complete and place in offering plate so that we may 

have a record of your visit and contact information. 

 

□ Member            □ Visitor              □ New in Area 
 


