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Repentance: goodbye to the old 

 

Christian Foundations are Biblical Beginnings 

 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are 
slow to learn. In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need 
someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. 
You need milk, not solid food! Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, 
is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. But solid food is 
for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish 
good from evil. Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ 
and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from 
acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, instruction about baptisms, the 
laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgement. And 
God permitting, we will do so. (Hebrews 5:11 to 6:3) 
 

 
Three important terms are used in this passage: 
 
1. Elementary truths of God’s word/elementary teachings about Christ 

 See 5:12 and 6:1.  
 The Greek phrase for ‘elementary’ means ‘first principles’.  
 It means something that is arranged in an orderly and regular manner. 

  
2. Maturity 

 See 5:14 and 6:1.  
 This word means ‘completion’.  
 The same word occurs in Ephesians 4:13, Philippians 3:15, Colossians 

4:12 and James 1:4. 
 
3. The Foundation 

 See 6:1.  
 In order to reach maturity, ‘first principle foundations’ have to be laid in 

the life of every believer.  
 The foundation is not a set of beliefs; 
 The foundation is a person: Jesus himself.  
 In laying the foundations Christ himself is formed in us.  
 Foundations are the first principles by which Jesus is established in our 

lives. 
 The foundation that is laid is Christ himself; that is the apostles’ teaching 

(Acts 2:42). 
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Repentance – say good bye to the old you 

‘God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ’. When 
the people heard this they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the 
other apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’ (Acts 2:36-37) 

 
As Peter told people the good news about Jesus, they asked him a question. 
These people were convinced that what they had heard about Jesus – that he had 
died for their sins, risen from the dead and now was in heaven ruling over 
everything – meant that they needed to respond to him. Peter gave them a 
straightforward reply: 
 

‘Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit’. (Acts 2:38) 

 
This verse and many others in the Bible tell us that repentance is absolutely 
necessary for anybody who wants to become a Christian (the Bible calls it being 
‘born again’ – John 3:3):  
 

Let us not lay again the foundation of repentance from dead works. 
(Hebrews 6:1) 
 
But now God commands all people everywhere to repent. (Acts 
17:30) 
 
God is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone 
to come to repentance. (2Peter 3:9) 

 
Since repentance is very important – we cannot become Christians unless we 
have repented – we need to discover what it is.  

What is repentance? 

The New Testament word ‘repent’ means ‘to think again’; to change your mind 
completely, to have a different mindset, and it describes the process of: 
 

 Having a complete re-think; 

 To change one’s mind completely; 

 Making a decision to change; 

 This results in a 100% change of mind and purpose.  

 Its emphasis is on making a decision that changes everything. 

 To repent means a complete and utter turnaround; making a total U turn.  

 
Repentance is not: 
 Regret: just being sorry that you were caught, that you hurt someone, or that 

you did something wrong. 
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 Remorse: see Matthew 27:3 – Judas was filled with remorse that led him to 
suicide. The Greek word here means ‘the care of oneself’. Remorse is self-
centred. 

 Moral adjustment: adjusting your behaviour for the better, or trying as hard 
as you can to change yourself. 

 

Why do we need to repent? 

 We all need to repent because we are all born as sinners; and we need to 
repent from our sinful life.  

 When Adam and Eve disobeyed God and sinned (see Genesis chapter 3), it 
had a terrible effect on them and the whole of creation.  

 Sin entered the human race through Adam’s sinful disobedience to God 
and began its destructive work.  

 
This means that every person born since Adam has the same massive problem - 
sinful separation from God: 
 

When Adam sinned, sin entered the human race. Adam’s sin brought death, 
so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned. (Romans 5:12 NLT). 

 
But, because he loves us so much, God took the initiative to restore his 
relationship with us. He did this by sending his only Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
die on the Cross and rise to life again to take away our sin. We have to 
understand that: 
 
Sin affects everybody:  

All have sinned; all fall short of God’s glorious standard. (Romans 3:23 NLT) 
 
The consequences of our sin are extremely serious:  

The wages of sin is death. (Romans 6:23) 
 
We are completely unable to make ourselves right with God:  

There is no one righteous, not even one. (Romans 3:10) 

 

God loves sinners, but he hates sin 

 Our sin separates us completely from God.  

 Even though he loves us he is a holy God.  

 He cannot just pretend our sin is not there; it is, and is a barrier between 
us and him. Therefore, before any relationship with God can be 
established our sin problem has to be dealt with.  

 We are totally helpless and incapable of making ourselves right with God; 
our sin is too big a barrier.  
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However, because of his great love for us God dealt with the terrible predicament 
of sin himself. Jesus Christ’s death on the cross was a loving sacrifice for us: 

Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive 
with Christ even when we were dead in sins. (Ephesians 2:4-5)  

 
When we repent and ask God to forgive us of our sins, he credits the righteous 
work of Jesus Christ to us. We become righteous – right with God and are now 
brand new people (2Corinthians 5:21).  
 

What happens when we repent?  

The first thing God does is to work on us through the Holy Spirit, so that we will 
turn from our sin in repentance. When we repent and ask God to forgive us of 
our sins, that’s what he does. We actually become totally new people – we are 
“born again” (John 3:3). God forgives us all our sins and we become what the 
Bible calls righteous or just. Our sin has gone so we can be right with God: 
 

When you were dead in your sins…God made you alive with Christ. He 
forgave us all our sins. (Colossians 2:13) 
 
If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come! (2Corinthians 5:17) 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. (2Corinthians 5:21)  

 

The process of repentance 

What does repentance involve? Here are some of the things that we should 
expect to see. For some people it happens in a moment; for others the process 
takes more time. The important thing is that we repent. There should be: 
 

 A clear conviction of our own sinfulness: John 16:5-11 

 Acceptance of our own personal responsibility: we stop blaming others 
for our state and realise that we are accountable for our own life and our 
own sins.  

 
 We acknowledge that only Jesus Christ can save us from our sin.  

 
 Confession of our sin: Romans 10:9-10 

 A genuine sorrow for our sin: 2Corinthians 7:10-11 

 A hatred of sin: Psalm 51 

 A complete turning away from our sin: Matthew 3:5 

 A complete turning to God: Acts 3:19-20  
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 A completely new lifestyle: Luke 3:10-14 

Repentance and the Mind 

The mind is a powerful force in our personality; the way we think determines 
who we are and the way we live:  
 

The sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it 
do so. (Romans 8:7)  

 
Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because 
of your evil behaviour. (Colossians 1:21) 

 
It’s not surprising that the mind is a key area in repentance, and something 
radical has to happen to it (remember that repent literally means ‘to change the 
mind’):  
 

You must no longer live…in the futility of [your] thinking.  (Ephesians 4:17) 
 

The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life 
and peace. (Romans 8:6) 

 
Satan, the god of this evil world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t 
believe, so they are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News that is 
shining on them. They don’t understand the message we preach about the 
glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God. (2Corinthians 4:4 NLT)  

 
 Fundamentally, repentance is changing our mind about Jesus Christ and 

receiving him as our Lord.  
 We realise that we are sinners and that Jesus Christ has died and risen 

again to take away our sins.  
 We decide that we have to surrender our life to him as our Lord and 

Master.  
 
In repentance the Holy Spirit works on us so that we change our mind and the 
total direction of our life. We repent away from and turn towards. We turn away 
from sin and turn towards God; the U-turn takes us into a brand new life:  
 

Repent and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out. (Acts 3:19) 
 

I preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their 
repentance by their actions. (Acts 26:20) 
 
You turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God. 
(1Thessalonians 1:9) 
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Repenting from ‘dead works/acts that lead to death’ 

Hebrews 6:1 says we repent from ‘dead works’, which is another term for ‘sins’. 
What are these sins? The Bible lists some of them for us: 
 
 Evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, stealing, lying, slander 

(Matthew 15:19). 
 
 Impurity, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, quarrelling, jealousy, temper tantrums, 

selfish ambition, drunkenness, wild living (Galatians 5:20). 
 
 Greed for material things, anger, dirty language (Colossians 3:5,8). 
 
 Hating God, arrogance, cruelty, unforgiveness, being ruthless (Romans 1:31). 
 
 
We must realise that God’s salvation from our old life is a free gift to us all; but 
we have to receive it God’s way: 
 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith, and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by your own efforts, so that no-one can 
boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 
He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his 
mercy. (Titus 3:5) 

 

Characteristics of Repentance 

Repentance, as it is accompanied by faith, will result in a changed, new person. 
These are some of the things we should expect to see: 
 
 A Clear conscience – repentance means having no regret for the past – it’s 

gone. This will mean having a clean and clear conscience. (2Corinthians 7:10; 
Hebrews 10:22) 

 
 Visible faith – In a sense, repentance is the first real step of faith. It is 

believing God’s word about himself and us and acting on it. Real repentance 
will always bring about faith in God. (Acts 20:21) 

 
 Righteousness, peace and joy – What God does for us in repentance and faith, 

resulting in forgiveness, will produce a life of righteousness, peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit. (Romans 14:17) 

 
 Restitution – Repentance will often require a person to put things right with 

others as well as with God. (Luke 19:8) 
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 The fruit of the Holy Spirit – Galatians 5:22-23. These are the personal 
characteristics of Jesus that the Holy Spirit produces in the repentant person. 
We become more and more like Jesus as he lives in us through the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Summary 

Repentance is just the first part of becoming a Christian. When we repent we say 
goodbye to our old life. We realise that we are sinners who need to get right with 
God; the only way to do so is through Jesus Christ. When we repent we say sorry 
to God for our sins and ask him to forgive us. In repentance everything changes. 
In the next lesson we will see that repentance has to be accompanied by a real 
faith in Jesus Christ. 
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Faith: God says it; I believe it; that 
settles it 

We concluded the session on repentance by saying that it will always be 
accompanied by a real, personal faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

…the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in 
God… (Hebrews 6:1) 

 
If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe/have faith in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is 
with your heart that you believe/have faith and are made right with God, 
and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. (Romans 10:8-10)  

 

It is by grace you have been saved, through faith-and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God. (Ephesians 2:8) 

 

Faith is indispensable  

When it comes to knowing God, the Bible says that: 
  

‘We live by faith and not by sight’. (2Corinthians 5:7)  
 

God is invisible to us, he can’t be seen; but he is really there. Therefore, we can 
only know him by faith. Furthermore: 
 

Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to 
him must believe/have faith that he exists and he rewards those who 
earnestly seek him. (Hebrews 11:6) 

 
It’s easy to please God; all you have to do is live by faith. 
 

What faith isn’t 

Before we discover what faith is, let’s make sure we understand what it is not: 
 
 It is not just a belief that God exists – James 2:19; 
 It is not fatalism – that whatever will be, will be; 
 It is not optimism – hoping that something will turn up; 
 It is not just the power of positive thinking (although faith will make you 

think and speak positively). 

What is Faith?  

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen. (Hebrews 11:1 NKJV) 
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NOW FAITH is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things 
we hope for, being the evidential proof of things we do not see and the 
conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed 
to the natural senses]. (Hebrews 11:1 Amplified) 
 

Since the Bible gives us such a clear definition of faith let’s examine this verse in 
more detail.  
 

‘Faith’ 

 The word the Bible uses here means ‘ being one hundred percent 
convinced of something, with no doubt at all. To believe completely 
something you heard somebody say’.  

 Faith is hearing somebody say something and believing completely what 
that person has said. 

 
Faith comes by hearing, and hearing through the Word of Christ. (Romans 
10:17) 

 
Biblical hearing is more than just listening to words: it means to receive words 
into your heart in order to obey them, do them, live by them, and become them. 

‘The Substance’ 

 This word means ‘that which stands under’ or ‘provides the basis for’ 
something else like a foundation of a building.  

 In ancient times it meant a document that proved you owned land or 
property. 

 So we can say that faith is like having the legal, title deed to a piece of 
property.  

 Faith guarantees the ‘legal’ reality of something. It is not ‘pie in the sky’, 
but the actual substance of something we hope for.  

 Your title deed is God’s word; and his word is backed up by his nature. 
 

‘Of things’ 

 This word means ‘something that has been done’. We get the English word 
pragmatic from it.  

 To be pragmatic is to be practical, down to earth and real.  
 Therefore, faith does not deal with what is not there, but with what is 

really there.  
 The fact that we cannot see God does not mean he does not exist. He does 

exist, we just can’t see him.  
 
Faith does not deal with theory but with things that are real. As a result we 
already have what we put our faith in God for. Jesus said:  
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‘Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will 
be yours.’ (Mark 11:24) 

‘Hoped for’ 

 Biblical hope is not wishing for the best while at the same time fearing the 
worst.  

 We often use the word hope with a negative element to it: maybe, if, 
perhaps, possibly. 

 But there is no ‘if’ in biblical hope.  
 Hope is the certain expectation of eventual good; a confident and 

unswerving expectation that all will be well.  
 Hope deals with the ultimate future and faith brings that future into the 

present.  
 Consequently, there can be no faith without hope:  

 
We have this hope as an anchor. (Hebrews 6:19) 

 
Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of 
many nations, just as it had been said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 
Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good 
as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah's womb 
was also dead. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise 
of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully 
persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. This is why "it 
was credited to him as righteousness." (Romans 4:18-25) 

 
When there was no natural hope, Abraham, who was 75 years old and who had 
no children, had ‘faith’ hope. Therefore, ‘in hope he had faith’; he became the 
father of many nations. He had hope and faith because he believed what God told 
him – that he would have a son, even though he was an old man and it was 
naturally impossible. 

‘The evidence’ 

 Evidence is what is used to support the existence of something. 
 In court the evidence proves the case.  
 If faith is evidence, it must be proof that something exists, even though it 

is unseen.  
 In ancient times the word was used in a legal setting where two parties 

were in dispute. One brought accusation against another in order to 
convince them of their error.  

 The evidence/proof that the defendant brought was enough initially to 
establish his own innocence and then be so convincing as to prove his 
accuser wrong, silencing them on the matter.  

 The evidence you have is what God has said about the matter. 
 

So faith is the proof that what is not yet visible is already ours!  
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‘Not seen’ 

 How can you see something that is not seen?  
 Only by faith.  
 Remember, God is invisible only to your natural eyes.  
 But he is real and really there. 
 Faith must be for what is already there.  
 It may not yet been seen in the visible world (2Corinthians 4:18), but is 

there all the same. 
 

Key: Faith says, ‘God said it, I believe it, that settles it.’  

 

Putting Your Faith in Jesus  

One of the best known verses in the Bible is John 3:16: 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 

 
We become Christians by believing, by putting our faith in Jesus Christ (the New 
Testament words are the same). Even though we cannot see him, he is really 
there and hears our prayer. In fact, God is so gracious he gives us faith; God helps 
us to believe in Jesus to save us from our sins: 
 

God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for 
this; it is a gift of God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have 
done, so none of can boast about it. (Ephesians 2:8-9 NLT) 

 

Faith and Repentance 

In becoming a Christian, repentance and faith are inseparable: 
 

Turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. (Acts 20:21) 
 

 Repentance is one side of the coin, faith is the other side.  
 To put our faith in God is to place our complete trust and belief in his 

solution to our sin and those ‘dead works’ we are repenting of.  
 His answer is the Lord Jesus Christ and what he has done for us on the 

Cross.  

Confessing Faith 

Faith in God must be accompanied by confession. It is not enough just to believe 
in Jesus to be saved; you have to say something too.  
 

If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart 
that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess 
and are saved. (Romans 10:9-10) 
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When the Bible uses this word confession it means: 
 

 to say the same as; 
 to agree with what someone has said;  
 to speak the same words as; 
 to speak with the same voice.  

 
This is a very important part of becoming a Christian, and also has a vital role in 
our ongoing life as Christians. Our confession – that speaking out in agreement 
with God – seals our faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord, and actually draws a 
response from Jesus, who is in heaven. Jesus said:  
 

‘Whoever confesses me before men, I also will confess him before my Father 
in heaven’. (Matthew 10:32)  

In the moment that we repent and believe, when we put our faith in Jesus to 
forgive us and ask him to be Lord of our lives, he hears us and responds by 
saving us. At that moment we become Christians as the Holy Spirit comes to live 
within us. This is what happens when we are born again: we are ‘born of the 
Spirit’. The Holy Spirit comes to live within us to make us brand new people; we 
become children of God: 
 

To all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become 
children of God. They are reborn! (John 1:12-13 NLT) 

 
Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the 
Spirit who calls out ‘Abba’ Father. (Galatians 4:6) 
 
If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come! (2Corinthians 5:17) 

 

The beginning 

That’s just the beginning of our life of faith. The very next step in getting started 
is putting our faith into action by being baptized and burying the old: and that’s 
the subject of our next lesson. 
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Water Baptism: a funeral with a 
difference 

 
‘Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit’. (Acts 2:38) 

 
The next vital part of getting started as a Christian is being baptised in water. 
Baptism is closely linked to repentance and faith.  

What does the word ‘baptism’ mean? 

The ancient Greeks used it as an everyday word to describe the dyeing of a 
garment by submerging it in water. They would also ‘baptise’ their clothes when 
washing them or ‘baptise’ the dishes when cleaning them in water. Its strongest 
meaning is to submerge or plunge something under water. John the Baptist 
baptised where there was plenty of water (John 3:23). Those he baptised went 
down into the River Jordan and came up out of it. Therefore, biblical baptism is 
being submerged or immersed in water: the person must be put under water. 
The practice known as infant baptism, christening or sprinkling is not found in 
the Bible at all.  
 
(NB: the words for wash and sprinkle are nipto and rhantizo; they are never used 
in the New Testament to refer to water baptism. When immersion or submerging 
in water is meant, it’s always a word from the bapto group.) 
 

Baptism is inextricably linked to repentance and faith 

Water baptism is inextricably linked to repentance and faith. In fact, baptism and 
faith are so closely related in the Word of God that sometimes it is virtually 
impossible to separate the two: 
 

 Baptism washes away sins, bringing forgiveness, as does faith:  
And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins 
away, calling on his name.' (Acts 22:16) 
 
For he purified their hearts by faith. (Acts 15:9) 

 

Baptism saves, as does faith:  
And this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the 
removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward 
God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. (1Peter 3:21) 
 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God (Ephesians 2:8) 



   

 19 

Baptism brings the believer into union with Christ, as does faith: 
Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? (Romans 6:3) 
 
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The 
life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. (Galatians 2:20) 
 
You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. (Galatians 3:26-27) 

 

Baptism and circumcision 

The New Testament compares water baptism with circumcision: 
 

When you came to Christ, you were "circumcised," but not by a physical 
procedure. It was a spiritual procedure – the cutting away of your sinful 
nature. For you were buried with Christ when you were baptised. And with 
him you were raised to a new life because you trusted the mighty power of 
God, who raised Christ from the dead. (Colossians 2:11-12)  

 
In the Old Testament, Jewish boys were circumcised into the family of Israel. 
Bodily circumcision was their sign of membership of God’s covenant people. 
Uncircumcised men could not be part of the people of God – no matter who they 
were. However, it was never seen just as a physical act; it always referred to a 
‘circumcised heart’ – a life that was right with God. 
 
Circumcision is a picture of the new ‘heart’, the new life we receive in repentance 
and through our faith in Christ. 
 
Note Colossians 2:11 
 While circumcision was the cutting away of natural flesh, in baptism God 

‘circumcises’ our sinful nature, cutting it off and removing it once and for all. 
 
 While circumcision removed and disposed of a small piece of flesh, baptism 

signifies the removal of our old sinful nature and is its actual burial. 
 
 Since something has been cut away once and for all and buried, it cannot be 

put on again. It is dead and gone.  
 
 Therefore baptism signifies the burial of our old self, which has been ‘cut off’ 

by Christ.  
 
 But there is more than that: there is also the resurrection of a new life – the 

life of Jesus Christ himself in us by the Holy Spirit. This is restoration; we’re 
not forgiven sinners but righteous saints! 
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Why wait? 

Nowhere in the New Testament are repentance, faith and water baptism 
separated; they always took place at the same moment. They belong together, 
without requiring a proving time or waiting for a suitable occasion.  
 
(See Acts 2:38-41; 8:12-13; 8:35-38; 10:47-48; 16:14-15; 16:32-33). 
 

The right order 

Baptism always follows repenting of our sin and putting our faith in Jesus to save 
us, never before. Since a baby cannot repent or put faith in Jesus, infant baptism 
does not mean anything. 
 
Water baptism can precede or follow baptism in the Holy Spirit: see Acts 10:44-
48, but note the context. The Holy Spirit came on the Gentiles to show the Jews 
that the Gospel was for all people; baptism followed, but this was not the norm. 
 

Baptism is a command from God 

Baptism is not an optional extra for Christians. Jesus said: 
 

‘Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey 
all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.’ (Matthew 28:19-20) 

 
Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone, everywhere. 
Anyone who believes and is baptised will be saved. But anyone who refuses 
to believe will be condemned. (Mark 16:15-16) 

 
And Peter emphasised at Pentecost: 

Repent and be baptised, every one of you…Those who accepted his message 
were baptised. (Acts 2:38, 41) 

 

What happens in baptism? 

A Personal Declaration and Confession 
Baptism is a personal declaration of repentance from sin and of faith in Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Saviour. It is the first evidence of our confession of faith that 
Jesus really is our Lord, and that we have died to our old life. If we are not 
prepared to be baptised we have not truly surrendered to Jesus. 
 

A Funeral with a difference 
Baptism is a funeral with a difference. It is the actual burial of our old life and our 
resurrection to a brand new life – the risen life of Jesus himself:  
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When we became Christians and were baptised to become one with Christ 
Jesus, we died with him. For we died and were buried with Christ by 
baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power 
of the Father, now we also may live new lives. (Romans 6:3-4) 

 
We are baptised into Jesus Christ; we have died to our old life and have received 
a brand new one: 
 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 
The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me. (Galatians 2:20) 

 
This is what it means to be born again. In our repentance from sin and through 
our faith in Jesus, accompanied by that confession of his Lordship, we are born 
again. The old sinful person dies; a new creation who has never lived before 
comes into existence. We now have to dispose of the old person: buried in the 
grave of baptism. Therefore, in that moment of going under the water, anything 
that held us back in our old life loses its power, because it is dead. Now it’s going 
to be buried. Furthermore, any demonic power loses its control. Baptism is also 
the place of healing and miracles. Something supernatural happens to us; it is not 
just a ceremony. 
 
 

The Beginning of Discipleship 
Baptism is the beginning of discipleship – a life following Jesus: 
 

‘Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey 
all the commands I have given you.’ (Matthew 28:19-20) 

 
In baptism we surrender to Jesus and become his disciples. We are baptised ‘in 
the name of’, which literally means ‘in the authority of’. Baptism challenges us 
whether our claim to repentance and faith is genuine. Baptism is the first act of 
obedient faith: 
 

…call people…to the obedience that comes from faith. (Romans 1:5) 
 
 
The Holy Spirit ‘clothes us’ with Jesus Christ 

All of you who were baptised into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
(Galatians 3:27) 

 
Another version of the Bible translates this same verse like this: 
 

And all who have been united with Christ in baptism have been made like 
him. 

 



   

 22 

In baptism we are ‘clothed’ with Christ; we become like him. We are now able to 
live the risen life of Jesus Christ himself in the power of the Holy Spirit. We will 
return to this in the lesson on the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  
 
 

A Good Conscience 
[Noah’s ark] is a picture of baptism, which now saves you by the power of 
Jesus Christ's resurrection. Baptism is not a removal of dirt from your body; 
it is an appeal to God from a clean conscience. (1Peter 3:21) 

 
We said in the first lesson that repentance means having no regret for the past – 
it’s gone. This will mean having a clean and clear conscience. This actually 
happens to us when we are baptised: 
 

Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 
having our bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 10:22) 

 
The process of the renewing of the mind begins here and in baptism in the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
 

Baptised into Jesus’ Body – the church 
The New Testament uses several different images to describe the church. One of 
the most important is the image of a Body, with Jesus as the Head: 
 

And God placed all things under [Jesus’] feet and appointed him to be head 
over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills everything in every way. (Ephesians 1:22-23) 

 
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 
(1Corinthians 12:27) 

 
We are not only baptised into Jesus Christ; we are also baptised into his Body, 
the church: 

Those who accepted [Peter’s] message were baptised, and about three 
thousand were added to their number that day. (Acts 2:41) 

Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. 
But we have all been baptized into Christ's body by one Spirit, and we have 
all received the same Spirit. (1Corinthians 12:13) 

 
This is very important: we are not only baptised into Christ but into his people, 
the church. Our salvation is not only individual but also corporate. We are now 
part of a corporate body with all its privileges and responsibilities. We belong to 
a new family. Being a Christian is not just attending church meetings. Jesus puts 
us into his family – the church. We were born to belong. 
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Read 1Corinthians 12:12-31. Baptism has much to do with the breaking of bread 
or communion. When we break bread together as the Body of Christ we are 
coming again to the very reason for our life together. Breaking of bread has 
vertical and horizontal elements to it.  
 
Vertically, we recognise again what happened to us in baptism: that our life now 
belongs to Jesus Christ, that he is our Lord and that we love him. Horizontally, we 
recognise that we are part of the body of Christ on earth, that while we are 
individual parts of the body we are not to be an individualistic, independent or 
isolated part.  
 

Who may be baptised? 

Baptism is only for believers, for those who have repented of their sin and put 
their faith in Jesus. What about babies? Well, it is just common sense that babies 
cannot do these things; there is no evidence at all in the New Testament for 
sprinkling or christening of children. However, whenever a child is old enough to 
recognise that they need to say sorry to Jesus for their sin and put their faith in 
him, they too must be baptised straight away. 

Summary 

In this session we have seen the vital importance of being baptised. It is not 
merely a ceremony; something really happens to us. Our old sinful life is buried 
in the waters of baptism in that funeral service with a difference, and a brand 
new person comes out of the water.   
 
In our fourth session we will discover what happens next – the baptism in the 
Holy Spirit – the power of God himself in us to live this brand new life of faith.  
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Baptism in the Holy Spirit: Power 
for Living  

‘But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I 
am not fit to carry. He will baptise you in the Spirit and fire.’ (Matthew 3:11) 

 

The fourth essential element in beginning the life of faith as a Christian is baptism 
in the Holy Spirit. The Bible says that if we repent of our sins, put our faith in 

Jesus as Lord and are baptised in water: 
 

‘…you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’ (Acts 2:38) 

Jesus keeps his promises  

Just before he went back to heaven after his death and resurrection, Jesus 

promised his disciples:  
 

‘In a few days you will be baptised in the Holy Spirit’. (Acts 1:5) 

 
He also told them: 

 

‘You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.’ (Acts1:8) 
 

Ten days after Jesus made this promise, the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost: 
 

On the day of Pentecost the believers were meeting together in one place. 
Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty 
windstorm in the skies above them, and it filled the house where they were 
meeting. Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and 
settled on each of them. And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this 
ability. (Acts 2:1-4 NLT) 

 

Baptism in the Holy Spirit is for all believers 

Just like repentance, faith and water baptism, baptism in the Holy Spirit is 

necessary for all Christians: 
 

‘The promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far off – for all 
whom the Lord our God will call.’ (Acts 2:39) 

 
According to scripture this experience is considered a necessary foundation for 

every Christian and not an optional extra. We need the power of the Holy Spirit 
to enable us to live this new life. The Greek word for power is dunamis; the 

English word ‘dynamite’ comes from it. The baptism in the Holy Spirit is the 
dynamic life of God himself exploding within us and out from us. 
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Baptism in the Holy Spirit is distinct from being born of the Spirit 

Baptism in the Spirit is not the same as being born again/born of the Spirit. When 
we repent of our sins and put our faith in Jesus, confessing him as our Lord, the 

Holy Spirit comes and lives inside us; that is what the Bible calls being born again 

or born of the Spirit. Jesus said, 

 

‘I assure you, unless you are born again you can never see the Kingdom of 
God…The truth is, no one can enter the Kingdom of God without being 
born…of the Spirit’. (John 3:2-3) 

 
In that moment of repentance and faith the Holy Spirit comes into us and brings 

us into the Kingdom of God: 
 

The kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of 
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. (Romans 14:17) 

 

Once we are born of the Spirit, we are saved from our sin and guaranteed a place 
in heaven. But we also have to live on earth in the meantime. We are born of the 
Spirit for our salvation; we are baptized in the Spirit for our life on earth. The 

baptism in the Spirit is a subsequent and separate experience in which the Holy 
Spirit fills us to overflowing in a truly dynamic way.  

 
Jesus described it as being like a powerful river flowing from within us: 

 

‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in 
me…streams of living water will flow from within him.’ By this he meant the 
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. (John 7:37-39) 

 
Jesus also said that we will ‘receive power’ when we are baptised in the Spirit 
(Acts 1:8). That word ‘power’ is really important: remember, it’s where we get 

our English word dynamite from. We all know what dynamite does – it blows 

things up. So the baptism in the Holy Spirit is the dynamic power of God himself 

exploding within us and out from us. It is the explosion, the release, the 
outpouring of the resurrection life of Jesus from within us by the Holy Spirit. 

 

When does it happen?  

Ideally baptism in the Spirit happens immediately after we repent, believe in Jesus 
and are baptised in water. Sometimes it can happen before water baptism (see 
Acts 10:44-47). As with baptism in water, it is not necessary to wait days or 

months after being born again to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit. We need 
the power of the Holy Spirit to enable us to live this new life; therefore we don’t 

want to be waiting ages to get started, do we?  
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How do you receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit? 

We have several examples in Acts of people receiving this gift:  

 Acts 2:1-4; 

 Acts 10:44-46; 

 Acts 19:6.  

 (See also Acts 8:14-17;Acts 9:17-18, where it is implied) 

 
All these people either received the baptism in the Spirit by other Christians 

laying their hands on them or by God himself doing it directly. Jesus is the One 
who baptises in the Holy Spirit, not other people (Matthew 3:11, Acts 2:33). He is 

not limited to how he baptises, but he does promise to baptise those who ask in 

faith (Luke 11:13) 

 

What happens? 

In water baptism, you are you are completely engulfed in water. You should 
expect the same with the baptism in the Holy Spirit – to be engulfed and filled to 
overflowing with God’s power and life. Remember, Jesus said: 

 

‘Whoever believes in me, as the scripture has said, streams of living water 
will flow from within him.’ (John 7:38) 

 
If you are a Christian the Holy Spirit is already in you: he came in when you 

repented of your sin and believed; that moment when you were born again. Now, 
in the baptism in the Spirit, he flows from within you in an overwhelming, 
powerful filling. The first clear evidence of this filling and overflow is a 

supernatural gift enabling you to speak with other tongues or languages (Acts 
2:4).  

 
In fact the Bible is clear that you cannot be baptised in the Holy Spirit without 

speaking in tongues. In the passages in Acts that we referred to above, the 
believers spoke in tongues when they received the baptism in the Holy Spirit. 

Speaking in tongues is the doorway to the supernatural, it opens up the whole 

dimension of the Holy Spirit to you. It is a complete language you have never 
learned, and can be another human language or an angelic one (Acts 2:11, 

1Corinthians 13:1). You receive the whole language at the moment of your Spirit 
baptism. 

 
You can never learn this language or understand it with your mind, but the 
moment you are baptised in the Spirit you have the full language with which to 

praise God and pray to him. 

Tongues and the mind 

Until the moment you speak in tongues every word you’ve ever spoken has been 
under the control of your mind. Your mind is not born again; it has to be 

renewed, which is a transforming process: 
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Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. (Romans 12:2) 

 

Our minds are important: with them we think, learn, understand, reason, process 
information, imagine and remember. As sinners, our minds are our masters; our 

spiritual thinking is futile: 
 

Although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks 
to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were 
darkened. (Romans 1:21) 

 

When you are born again your mind is not wiped clean; for example, you know 
who you are, you have memory. But your memories are of a different person, one 

who is now dead and buried. Therefore, your mind has to be renewed. It has to 
come under the control of the Holy Spirit. Your mind can no longer be your 
master; it has to know its rightful place. As you speak in tongues you realise that 

your mind has to give way to the Holy Spirit. This is important: your mind still 
matters, but you have now begun to live in a new way – by the Holy Spirit. 

 
Sometimes people ask the question, ‘Do I have to speak in tongues?’ The answer 

is yes. Since the baptism in the Holy Spirit involves speaking in tongues and you 
want the Holy Spirit to fill you so you can be empowered to live the Christian life 
in all its fullness, you will need to speak in tongues. Your mind has to be 

renewed; baptism in water and baptism in the Holy Spirit begin this process. 
Every time you speak in tongues the process of renewing of the mind continues.  

The Holy Spirit is God. If he says you need to speak in tongues, then you need to 
speak in tongues.  

 
Some Christians wrongly use 1Corinthians 12:30 to claim that not everyone 
needs to speak in tongues. They fail to understand the difference between the gift 

of tongues and interpretation of tongues for use in the church meeting, and the 
tongues of Acts 2 that is for everybody. 

 
So speak in tongues, it is an important new language for you to use in prayer and 

praise. Through using it you will be strengthened in your faith.  
 

When you speak in tongues you are speaking from your spirit to God; you are 
not babbling or speaking into the air. You speak mysteries to God (1Corinthians 
14:2). A mystery is something hidden that is revealed. It literally means to be 

illumined by the Holy Spirit to spiritual realities. Speaking in tongues builds you 
up in your faith. It increases your spiritual strength and perception (Jude 20).  

 

The Power or ability of the Holy Spirit 

Earlier we said that the baptism in the Spirit is the explosion of the Holy Spirit 
with the ‘dynamite’ of his power. The Holy Spirit now gives us a real power, a 

genuine ability, the same ability that was at work in Jesus. Jesus promised us this: 
 

I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city 
until you have been clothed with power from on high. (Luke 24:49) 
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You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you. (Acts 1:8) 

 

Consequently, the baptism in the Holy Spirit empowers or enables the Christian 
in many areas: 

 

Power to be witnesses  
Both in Luke 24:48 and Acts 1:8 Jesus promised that the evidence of the presence 
of the Holy Spirit in us would be that of being witnesses. This is not just being 
able to tell other people what Jesus has done for us, although it certainly must 

include that. Instead our whole life – in actions and words – is proof to the fact 
that Jesus is the risen and ascended Lord of all. Just as in court, where the 

witnesses have to be reliable, our lives stand up as evidence that we really are 
Christians. The Holy Spirit empowers us to live this life. In fact, only the Holy 

Spirit can live the Christian life. 
 
 

Power to worship and praise God 
In Acts 2, when the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit, they praised God in 

other languages. Their hearers remarked: 
 

‘We hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!’ (Acts 
2:11) 

 
The same happened later when Peter visited the home of Cornelius: 

 

While Peter was still speaking these words the Holy Spirit came on all who 
heard the message…they spoke in tongues and praised God. (Acts 10:44, 46) 

 
The Holy Spirit releases us to be true worshippers of God, ‘in spirit and in truth’ 

(John 4:24). 
 

Power to use the gifts of the Holy Spirit  
See 1Corinthians 12:8-10 and Romans 12:6-8. These gifts of the Spirit are 
absolutely vital for us all to use as Christians. To not use the gifts is like having a 

gun with no bullets. The gifts of the Spirit are the weapons of our warfare, and the 
tools of our faith. Through their usage we exercise our faith and extend the 

kingdom of God. 
 

Power to produce the fruit of the Holy Spirit 
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self control. (Galatians 5:22-23)  

 
This is a list of personal characteristics – those of Jesus Christ. As Christians we 

exhibit the life of Jesus because he actually lives in us through the Holy Spirit.  
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Power to do what Jesus did – and more! 
 
Jesus said these amazing words: 

 

‘I tell you the truth, anyone who had faith in me will do what I have been 
doing. He will do greater things than these because I am going to the 
Father.’ (John 14:12) 
 
‘These signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will drive 
out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with 
their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; 
they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.’ (Mark 
16:17-18) 

 

We are able to do all that Jesus did, and even greater things, because he has gone 
to heaven and has sent the Holy Spirit. The same Holy Spirit who was at work in 

Jesus is now at work in us. If we have faith, we will do incredible things, just like 
Jesus. That takes faith; and God gives us all the faith we need. 
 

Summary 

The baptism in the Holy Spirit is an essential experience for every Christian. But 

God’s word encourages us to be ‘continually filled’ with the Spirit (Ephesians 
5:18). We are encouraged to ‘walk with’ the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:14) and to 

keep close company – or fellowship - with him (2Corinthians 13:14). As a result 
we must cultivate a relationship with the Holy Spirit, being filled with him every 

minute of every day. 
 
Therefore, living in the faith power of the Holy Spirit is the way of life that God 

has planned for Christians. He has designed us in such a way that, right from the 
start of our new life in Christ, we live by faith. 
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Belonging 

Church is not something to which we go; it’s not a place, it’s a people. This is one 
of the major misconceptions that people have of Christianity: they confuse 

buildings which they call ‘churches’ with what the Bible means by the word. In 
the New Testament, ‘church’ is never used to describe a building; the church is 
always and only a people, the People of God.  

 

The Church is the Body of Christ  

The New Testament uses several images to describe the church; one of the most 
significant and helpful examples is where it is likened to the human body: 

 

God placed all things under his [Jesus’] feet and appointed him to be head 
over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills everything in every way. (Ephesians 1:22:23) 
 
He [Jesus] is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the 
supremacy. (Colossians 1:18) 
 
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 
(1Corinthians 12:27) 
 

Each one of us has a body; therefore it’s easy for us to identify with the image 
that the New Testament employs. 1Corinthians 12:12-31 describes the church in 

these terms. 
 

Jesus is the Head of the body 

Jesus is the Head of his body, the church. Right now, Jesus is sitting at the right 

hand of God the Father in Heaven, from where he reigns over all things as King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords. He is also called the Head of the body, which is his 
church. Jesus’ lordship is uniquely expressed through his Headship of his body on 

the earth, the church. Jesus is one with his body: 
 

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its 
parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. (1Corinthians 
12:12) 

 

‘So it is with Christ’. This reveals something very important about the church and 

Jesus. Just as all the various parts of our natural body form one body, so all the 

various parts of the church – people who have received Jesus as Lord – form his 
body on the earth. They are the visible expression of the Head who is in heaven. 
Therefore, the body cannot exist without the Head; the church is not a headless 

body, otherwise it would be a corpse. It must be connected to the Head; it 
represents the Head; it expresses the life of the Head. It is the body of Christ. 
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There is only one body 

Jesus has only one body: there is only one church. Jesus does not have a Baptist 
Church or a Methodist Church; he knows nothing of an Evangelical Church or a 
Pentecostal Charismatic Church. He certainly does not have an Independent 

Church! These are man-made labels, often used to justify differences and 
divisions that do not exist in Jesus. He has one worldwide, universal body, one 

church, comprising all who call him Lord. The Holy Spirit produces one body, 
one people, one church: 

 

For we were all baptised by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or 
Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 
(1Corinthians 12:13) 
 

The Holy Spirit came at Pentecost to produce the covenant life of God on the 
earth. When the Holy Spirit comes us to live in us in our new birth , he is the 

‘connecting link’ between the Head in Heaven and the body on earth. Therefore, 
the church is a people in whom Jesus lives his resurrection life. When we come to 

Christ we belong to his body, the church. We enter into a relationship with Jesus, 
who is in Heaven, and at the same time, become part of his people, the body of 

Christ.  
 

Many parts 

Now the body is not made up of one part but of many.  (1Corinthians 12:14) 
 

Our natural bodies are made up of many parts and each part of our body is vitally 

important. Our bodies would be incomplete without any part. It’s the same with 
the church. The body of Christ comprises all kinds of people from all kinds of 

backgrounds, ages, nations, skin colours and cultures. In Christ we are all one. 
That is part of the church’s multi faceted beauty: the Gospel of Jesus Christ is so 

powerful it breaks down all barriers so that there is equal room and equal value 
for all: 
 

You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. (Galatians 3:26-28) 
 

In the body of Christ we remain individuals and retain our identities, but we 
cease to be individualistic and independent. We no longer live for ourselves, but 

for Jesus and for the other parts of his body. Each part of our natural bodies 
works together with the rest of the body so that we can function properly. The 

Christian life is a corporate, shared life; each person in the church is a valued and 
important part of the body. Together we demonstrate the life of the Head. 

No inferiority 

In the body of Christ all its members are equally important. There is no hierarchy 

of importance, with a clergy or priestly caste at the top and the people at the 
bottom. In the church of Jesus Christ each person is an equal part: 
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You are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. (1Corinthians 
12:27) 
 

The apostle Paul tackles two traps that people can fall into concerning their 

understanding of the body of Christ and their own place in it. The first is 
inferiority or insignificance: 
 

If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 
body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. And if the 
ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it 
would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. (1Corinthians 12:15-
16) 
 

There are those who think that because they are not leaders, musicians, 

preachers, or somebody with a seemingly significant role in the church, they are 
not as important as others. They feel inferior; they are just ‘feet’ to the ‘hands’. 

The ‘hands’ are thought to be more important, while the ‘feet’ spend their lives 
encased in footwear, out of view. People who think like this about themselves 
often question whether they really belong. They think they are inferior. They 

believe they are not needed and that the body of Christ can function without 
them. This is wrong thinking. Imagine a body that was just a giant hand or an 

eye? It would be a grotesque monster, a freak. The ‘feet’ are just as important; in 
fact they have a role in the body that nobody else can play. If the feet don’t play 

their part, then the hands can’t function to their full potential. Jesus has no spare 
parts in his body. Everybody is unique and of equal importance. 
 

No superiority 

Paul also deals with another danger: that of an attitude of superiority: 

 

The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say 
to the feet, "I don't need you!" On the contrary, those parts of the body that 
seem to be weaker are indispensable. (1Corinthians 12:21-22) 
 

In contrast to the danger of inferiority, this attitude says, ‘I don’t need others’. 

People like this are independent; they exclude others who are not like them. They 
do not value their fellow members in the body of Christ and so fail to see their 

need of others. Their Christianity is a private affair that excludes any sense of 
corporate life. This independent attitude devalues others and cripples the body of 
Christ. 

 
Both these attitudes – the inferior and the superior – exclude. The inferior exclude 

themselves and the superior exclude others. Where you have such attitudes you 
have a diseased body. They also foster a way of life where people opt out of 

church involvement, descend into passive attendance at church meetings, or 
cause divisions because they do not get their own way. But the body of Christ is 
interdependent: each part depends on all the others and is needed by all the 

others. At the same time it is completely dependent on its Head – Jesus. 
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Arranged and Combined 

God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he 
wanted them to be. (1Corinthians 12:18) 
 
God has combined the members of the body… (1Corinthians 12:24) 
 

Not only do our bodies have all the right parts; they are all in the right place. So it 
is with the body of Christ. Jesus has a specific plan and purpose for every one of 

us within his church, so it’s important that we discover not only that we belong to 
his body, but where in the body we belong. That will affect our lives and our 

understanding of the part we play in the body in practical ways: for example, we 
will decide where we live not solely in terms of our careers but where we believe 
Jesus has placed us in his body. 

 
Furthermore, each part of our natural bodies is combined with the others in an 

intricate way. That’s how our bodies work: each part relating with those parts 
around it so that the one body functions properly. It is the same in the body of 

Christ: if we see the church as one body and know our place within it, then we 
will function effectively with those other ‘body parts’ with whom God has joined 
us. The church is not isolated people who come together for an hour or two on a 

Sunday morning but who have no relationship to each other outside of that time. 
Rather, it is an organic, living body, pulsating with friendship, loyalty and care.  

 

Find your place 

If you are a Christian, you belong to the body of Christ. You have a unique role 
to play; you are a body part that nobody else can replace. You are important to 

your Head and to the rest of the body for it to be whole and complete. Each of us 
has to discover our place in the wonderful body of Christ, his church. 

 

All Nations Church 

All Nations Church is an expression of the body of Christ. We are a community 

where no one remains lonely or needy; where families are whole, where children 
are safe, where everyone belongs – young and old, rich and poor. We are a 

church for all nations; therefore, we comprise people from all over the world. 
 

Together for purpose  

God has called us as a people. We are: 

• Called together (Ephesians 4:4-6; 1Peter 2:5); 

• Called universally and locally (Ephesians 1:22; 1Corinthians 16:19); 

• Called to be holy (1 Peter 2:5); 

• Called to be a body; 

• Called for purpose (Ephesians 1:3-10). 
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Jesus is the answer for this world; he can transform every situation and 

circumstance and he chooses us to be his example to his world. God loves this 
world; he loves people. They are our colleagues, neighbours, friends, and 

families. Jesus loves them and wants to be the centre of their lives. 

The mission 

Our mission as All Nations Church is to fulfill God’s purpose for us as we express 
the kingdom of God: 

 

 Fill the earth with people in His image (Genesis 1:27-28); 

 Fill the earth with a knowledge of His glory (Habakkuk 2:14); 

 See His kingdom established Matthew 6:10); 

 See the restoration of all things (Acts 3:21); 

 Reveal His wisdom (Ephesians 3:10); 

 Establish the Lordship of Christ (Ephesians 1:9-10); 

 Outwork the Greatest Commandment (Matthew 22:37-39); 

 Fulfill the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). 

What we see and believe motivates how we live. We want our lives to represent 
the life of Jesus to those around us. He lived his life as one who served, one who 

gave, one who loved. Therefore we live in this city, in our communities, in our 
streets, to serve, to give and to love. 

 

The pattern: how we work it out 

 We love the Lord with all our heart; 
 We love ourselves and one another in the way we love the Lord; 
 We love the lost, those who don’t know Jesus as Lord. 

 
Life is meant to be shared; and this is the heartbeat of All Nations Church. God 

intends for us to experience life together. The Bible calls this fellowship. Real 

fellowship is much more than just showing up for Sunday morning meetings: it is 

experiencing everyday life together. It includes unselfish loving, honest sharing, 
practical serving, sacrificial giving, and learning from “one another” experiences. 
How do we do this? 

 

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and 
many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the 
believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their 
possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they 
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
daily those who were being saved. (Acts 2:42-47 NIV) 

 
What we are called to do isn’t new: it’s founded in the word of God and it 
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works! There’s no doubt that the rapid growth of the early church was helped by 
this simple, common pattern. Jesus had established a model for them; the 

believers met from ‘house-to-house’ in small groups, as well as all together in 
larger gatherings. This pattern allowed for growth without compromise: 

 

 Large church; 

 Small groups. 

This was the divine design, and these small house-based groups enabled the 

church to fulfil its mission of making disciples of all nations. We believe that this 
is still God's design for the church: large meetings and small meetings; large 

congregations and small groups. Both are different, yet each is an essential part of 

life in the body. 
 

In the large meeting we can experience a sense of unity and vision, we can 
worship and praise God together and we can receive inspirational preaching and 

anointed teaching. 

 
In a small group we can be part of a community of love and pastoral care, we can 

apply God's word practically and we can learn in a small and safe environment 

 

Two-Winged Church  

1. Congregations and Groups; 

2. Sunday morning celebrations coupled with sharing LIFE throughout the 

week in small groups. 

 

Sunday morning  

 Teaching; 

 Worship; 

 Large gathering; 

 Corporate Identity. 

 

Small Groups 

 Application of teaching; 

 Friendship; 

 Discipleship; 

 Developing spiritual gifts; 

 Community. 

 

We call our small groups LIFE Groups; they are the biblical way of equipping 

every believer to play their part fruitfully in the life of the church. In LIFE Groups 

we are built up in our faith and reach out to unbelievers so that the church fulfils 
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its mission. In a LIFE Group we can take a break from the busy demands of 

everyday life and invest in what is really important: our relationship with God 

and our relationship with the people around us. 

"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: " 
'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second 
is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang 
on these two commandments." (Matthew 22:36-40 NIV) 

 
To accomplish this, size matters – smaller is better. We work hard to ensure 

everybody who belongs to the church is an active part of a LIFE group, because it 
is here, in small groups that we experience pastoral care, spiritual growth, 
relational outreach, and are able to serve one another. It’s where we grow – it’s 

not an optional extra – it’s essential for our success. 
 

In LIFE Groups we don’t have a set format for our times together but we do have 
some key ingredients:  

 

 Our meeting starts at the door. Everyone counts – everyone has a part to 

play – everyone belongs. 
 

 We pray and we testify about the loving kindness of God. We bring 

answers to prayer and in turn we give thanks and make His name great. 
We adore Him! 

 
 LIFE Groups are more than meetings – it’s about loving one another – it’s 

about community. 
 
 Commitment and accountability – everyone’s growing – we are disciples 

of Christ. As we study God’s Word and our knowledge grows, we find 
we’re growing together. 

 
 Reaching out with practical love sharing the good news of Jesus with our 

neighbours and making them disciples of Jesus.  
 

Prayer & breaking bread 

There are two other ingredients that are vital for our fellowship and we 
incorporate these both in a LIFE Group and on Sunday morning. They are 
prayer and breaking bread (also called the Lord’s Supper or Communion). 

Prayer 

Prayer is the engine room of the church (Acts 2:42; Acts 4:23ff).  
 

 We pray for all kinds of things (1Timothy 2:1-4);  

 We believe in the power of agreement (Matthew 18:19);  
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 We believe in prayerful persistence (Matthew 7:7-8);  

 Calling the elders to pray for the sick (James 5:13-15); 
 

 Laying on of hands (Hebrews 6:1-2; Mark 16:15ff); 
 

 Binding and loosing (Matthew 16:19; 18:18). 
 

God has decided to meet our needs in response to our prayers and when he does 
our hearts overflow in thanksgiving to him. It’s a great cycle of faith! 

 

Breaking Bread  

Breaking Bread plays a vital role in our life as a church. We break bread together 
on a Sunday, in the LIFE Groups, and as believers together when we meet for 

meals or fun. It’s part of our life, not a religious ceremony, although we treat it 
very respectfully and with awe. 
 

When we break bread together as the Body of Christ we are coming again to the 
very reason for our life together. Breaking of bread has vertical and horizontal 

elements to it.  
 

Vertically, we are recognising again what happened to us in baptism: that our life 
now belongs to Jesus Christ, that he is our Lord and that we love him. 
Horizontally, we are recognising that we are part of the body of Christ on earth, 

that while we are an individual part of the body we are not to be an 
individualistic, independent or isolated part. We all belong. 

 
 

“For where two or three have gathered together in my 
name, I am there in their midst” (Matthew 18:20 NIV) 
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Leadership in the Church 

Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought 
with his own blood. (Acts 20:28, NIV) 

 
Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you 
as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a 
joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage. (Hebrews 13:17) 

 

What is authority? 

Let’s begin by defining what we mean by ‘authority’: 

 

Authority is the right or power to command action or compliance, to 
determine belief or custom, expecting obedience from those under 
authority, and in turn giving responsible account for the claim to right or 
power.  (Bernard Ramm) 

 

God’s authority 

All authority finds its source in God. Therefore, all authority is spiritual 
authority. This is even the case with authority structures and systems that do not 

represent God; they are distortions or denials of his nature. Nevertheless, at its 
root, all authority lies in God: 

 

The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty and is armed with strength. (Psalm 
93:1) 

 

Whilst God is not accountable to anybody – he is God – nevertheless, even he 
graciously gives us a ‘responsible account’ for his claim to right or power. He 

declares that he is omnipotent and almighty, and then demonstrates those 
qualities in the way he relates to us. He is not a God who says one thing because 

he has all authority but then does another. He is a good God in all his nature and 
all his ways. Therefore, all proper spiritual authority will reflect and display his 
nature.  

 

Authority in the Godhead 

Hear, O Israel: the LORD our God, the LORD is one. (Deuteronomy 6:4) 
 

 There is only one God; 

 The Father, Son and Spirit are each God: co-eternal and co-equal; 

 The Father, Son and Spirit are each a distinct ‘Person’ within the Godhead. 
 
While the three Persons are equal in being there is a definite order in their 

function – the Son and the Holy Spirit assume distinct, subordinate (though never 
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inferior) roles to the Father. For example, the Father sends the Son – the Son dies 
on the cross – the Spirit is sent at Pentecost.  

 
This distinction of equality in being and order in function means that there is 

headship, authority and submission in the Trinity; it is not a democratic 
committee, even though all three are equal in being. This will also be evident in 

the church, which is the People of God, the Community of the King. 
 

The Authority of Apostles 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. (Acts 2:42) 
 
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens 
with God's people and members of God's household, built on the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 
cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to 
become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built 
together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. (Ephesians 
2:19-22) 
 
It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people 
for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (Ephesians 
4:11-13) 

 
Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. And in the 
church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those 
able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in 
different kinds of tongues. (1Corinthians 12:27-28) 
 
If I boast somewhat freely about the authority the Lord gave us for building 
you up rather than pulling you down, I will not be ashamed of it. 
(2Corinthians 10:8) 

 
 

 Jesus and the Apostles are the foundation of the church; 
 There are three classes of apostles: Jesus; the Twelve (Revelation 21:14); 

and post ascension: those described in Ephesians 4 and 1Corinthians 12. 
Paul, Barnabas and James the brother of Jesus, for example. This kind of 
apostle continues today. 

 The church is an apostolic community (Acts 1:12-15); 
 Apostles are gifts of the risen and ascended Lord Jesus Christ to his 

church  (Ephesians 4:7-11, 1 Corinthians 12:28);  
 They are given until we all reach unity and maturity (Ephesians 4:13) 
 Apostles are wise master builders (1 Corinthians 3:10);  
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 They are spiritual architects, able to build the Church according to the 
pattern given them by God; 

 Apostles are ‘matchmakers’ (2Corinthians 11:1-6); 
 Apostles are ‘Fathers’ (1Corinthians 4:14-17); 
 They have an authority from God to build up the church (2Corinthians 

10:8). 
 

  
To achieve the aim of Ephesians 4:11-16, the church must remain an apostolic 

community with input from all the Ephesians 4 ministries. This will: 
 

 Establish and maintain the church in the truth (Acts 2:42) 
 Help formulate strategy for mission advance (2 Corinthians 1:16; 2:12) 
 Appoint elders and deacons (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5) 
 Draw in other ministries to strengthen the church (1 Thessalonians 3:2) 
 Redistribute resources according to the wider need (2 Corinthians 8:1-

10) 
 
Apostles are team players. They work with other gifts of Christ: prophets; 

teachers; evangelists; and pastors (Ephesians 4:11-13; 1Corinthians 12:28). 

The Authority of Elders 

Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with 
prayer and fasting, committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their 
trust. (Acts 14:23) 

 

Elders are married men from within the church who have been given an 
entrustment by an apostle to teach and rule God’s people. The qualification for 

eldership is found in 1Timothy 3 and Titus 1. 
 
Elders have a genuine authority from God; it is the Holy Spirit himself who 

makes them overseers. The means by which the Holy Spirit does that is clear: the 
authority of elders is not inherent, but derived from God through the apostles 

who ordain them. Elders, therefore, have a delegated authority: 
 

1. Elders are ordained by apostles or their representatives (Acts 14:23; Titus 
1:5); 

2. Elders receive their charge from the apostles, who define their function 

(Acts 20:25-37); 
3. Elders themselves continue to be overseen by the apostles (3John 9-10). 

 
The authority of apostles to elders never ends. Elders always remain accountable 

to Christ, to the apostles who gave them an entrustment, and to the Body of 
Christ to keep the church in the apostolic gospel. They must remain faithful to 
what they have been taught by the apostles; this is the ground of their authority, 

which continues to be proper spiritual authority only so long as elders 
acknowledge and practise this principle: 
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[An elder] must hold firm to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, 
so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine, and refute those who 
oppose it. (Titus 1:9) 

The Nature of Elders’ authority 

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's 
sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed: Be 
shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not 
because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not 
greedy for money, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to 
you, but being examples to the flock. (1Peter 5:1-3) 

 
 

The authority of eldership is the same in nature as that of the apostle who 
ordained them: to build up the Body of Christ, not to exercise ‘gentile’ authority: 
 

You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high 
officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever 
wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever 
wants to be first must be your slave— just as the Son of Man did not come to 
be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. (Matthew 
20:25-28) 

 

‘Gentile’ authority stresses its ‘overness’: the superiority of one over another. It 
suppresses and dominates; it emphasises the position of the one who rules. It 

creates a ruling class and a ruled class. 
 
In total contrast to this, apostolic authority is an authority that expresses the 

nature of God: it builds up and does not tear down (2Corinthians 10:8). Eldership 
authority is an expression of apostolic authority; hence the importance of elders 

remaining under the authority of their apostle. Apostles and elders are servant 
leaders. 

 

Intrinsic to this idea of authority is that elders themselves are first and foremost 
part of the Body of Christ; they are members of the Body before they are elders: 

 

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus at 
Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons. (Philippians 1:1) 

 
Elders emerge from among the Body, which is also involved in the process of 

their recognition and ordination. They are not a separate group or class within the 
Body. Eldership is not an office; it is a function. Eldership authority, therefore, is 
not ‘official’ but ‘functional’: it is not an authority of position but of task. A man 

is not an elder for life; since eldership is a function and not an office, once an 
elder ceases to function, he ceases to be an elder.  

 
Elders exemplify the life of God to their flock; being an example to the flock of 

God is a key element in their authority function. As such, they model the greatest 
commandment: to love God with all one’s heart, soul, strength and mind; and to 
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love one’s neighbour as oneself (Matthew 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34). The 
motivating power of eldership authority is love: love for God and the 

demonstration of that love for those God has placed in their care. 
 

Corporate authority 

Eldership is designed to be corporate; that is inevitable since it represents the 

nature of God. In the church the eldership is one in unity but not in number. 
Singular eldership, with only one elder or an eldership where one man dominates, 

or a ‘pastor’ and his elders, is not biblical eldership.  
 
The authority of an eldership is a corporate authority. Within the eldership there 

are differences in measure and ability and function: 
 

The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double 
honour, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. (1Timothy 
5:17) 

Wider authority 
Eldership is not the only expression of authority within the Body of Christ. 
Leadership and direction of the church takes many forms: 
 

 Every believer has authority; 

 Deacons and helps have authority within their sphere of function; 

 Parents have authority; 

 Husbands and fathers have authority; 

 Resident and visiting Ephesians 4 gifts have authority; 

 The apostle has authority; 

 The whole Body has authority (Galatians 1:8-9). 
 

The authority of elders is a ruling or governmental authority. The governmental 
rule of the church is with the apostle and elders, to keep the church faithful to 

what it has been taught.  However, elders have to recognise and function together 
with these other various expressions of authority in the church. All these 
expressions exercise real authority; they administer the authority of God in its 

various forms. Elders are the government to all these other expressions; they are 
the ruling authority of the church.  

 

Principles of authority 

There are no clear instructions in the New Testament on how elders work 
together. But biblical principles must be evident within the functioning together of 

an eldership. One example is the principle of headship. Headship is to do with 
authority and is present even within the Trinity (1Corinthians 11:3). The head of 
the godhead is the Father; even Jesus has a head. This principle of headship is 

also clearly expressed in the church through the exercising of authority in worship 
(uncovering and covering the head when praying and prophesying); and in 

marriage and family.  
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The authority of elders in the church can never violate this headship expressed in 

the family, between a husband and wife, or between parents and children. On the 
contrary, since authority is to do with headship, elders recognise this principle 

and never violate it. Eldership authority upholds and empowers headship since 
headship in human relationships demonstrates the nature and function of the 

godhead. 
 

Ruling authority 

We have established that eldership is the ruling authority of the church on behalf 
of the apostolic ministry to that church. Elders are concerned with people, not 

things. They are shepherds to God’s flock. Specifically, elders concern themselves 
with the spiritual health, condition and maturity of the people of God in their 

care. They work with the gifts of Christ to bring the people of God to the maturity 
that Paul speaks of in Ephesians 4. There are three aspects of that spiritual care: 

 

First, spiritual authority is the rule of the Spirit. Romans 8:14 says that those who 
are led by the Spirit are the sons of God. Elders show by example and instruct 

their flock how to live by the rule of the Spirit. The essence of this is found in 
John 2:5 – ‘whatever he [Jesus] tells you to do, do it’. The key to living in the rule 

of the Spirit is to do whatever the Spirit tells you. This means that elders will 
demonstrate and teach their people how to live by the laws of the Spirit, not the 

laws of men.  
 

Second, Paul enjoined the Ephesian elders to watch over themselves – to oversee 

themselves (Acts 20:28). The Royal Law tells us to love our neighbour as we love 
ourselves: 

 

If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbour as 
yourself," you are doing right. (James 2:8) 

 
How we see ourselves is how we see others. For elders this has an important 
application. An essential aspect of this Royal Law is that we treat others the way 

we treat ourselves, and that we treat others in the same way we would wish to be 
treated. As examples to the flock, elders treat the people of God properly: they are 

God’s prized possession. How do they do that? By treating the people under their 
care in the same way they that they wish to be treated. We treat others in the way 

we think we should be treated: with love, faithfulness, in grace and truth; in 
honesty and compassion; in forgiveness and patience. 
 

Third, both 1Timothy and Titus emphasise the relationship of elders to the Word 
of God. Elders must be able to teach and be faithful to what the apostles have 

taught them from the Scriptures. Their authority to rule is directly related to their 
relationship to the Word and to their devotion to the teaching of the apostles. As 
such, in their example to the flock they express the life of Christ that is the 

apostle’s teaching. Their counsel will always be the Word and the teaching of the 
apostle from the Word. 
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The spirit of leadership 

The spirit of eldership and all proper spiritual authority is found in 2Samuel 23:3-
4: 
 

'When one rules over men in righteousness, when he rules in the fear of God, 
he is like the light of morning at sunrise on a cloudless morning, like the 
brightness after rain that brings the grass from the earth.'  
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Stewarding Finance 

Money Makes the World go round 

The Bible tells us that money is very important in the kingdom of God: 
 The offering of silver and gold necessary for the Tabernacle (Exodus 35); 
 The tithe for the Levites (Numbers 18); 
 Tithes and offerings during Hezekiah’s rededication of the Temple 

(2Chronicles 31); 
 Paul’s offering for the needy believers (Acts 11); 
 Paul’s instruction for the financial support for those elders who direct the 

affairs of the church (1Timothy 5:17-18); 
 Jesus spent a lot of time talking about money. Approximately twenty 

percent of the Gospels is given to what Jesus had to say about money. 
 

Money is neither good nor bad, it is actually very useful. Just try living without it. 
But it has incredible power: it can dominate our lives. It is our attitude to money 

that determines how we handle it (1Timothy 6:9-10, Hebrews 13:5). God enables 
us to produce wealth; money represents our time, our work and our skills. Every 

pound we earn represents our life, so to give our money is to give our life 
(Deuteronomy 8:17-18). The way we use and value money says everything about 
us. 

 

God is Your Source 

Everything we have comes from God (Haggai 2:8, Psalm 50:10-12). He is the 

source of everything for us, and he entrusts our possessions to us. All that we are 
and have is solely by his grace. Remember: Satan wanted to be like God Most 

High (Isaiah 14:14). That is why he causes people to worship money and love it 
more than they love God. It becomes their ‘Most High’. 

 

Our jobs are not our source; they are a resource by which God provides for us. But 

he is not limited to blessing us only via these means. It is important that we learn 
as Christians the spiritual law of sowing and reaping (Galatians 6:7). Whatever 

we sow we reap; therefore, we must understand that we are stewards of our 
possessions, not their owners. How we handle our finances affects how we 

receive and handle true spiritual riches (Luke 16:10-11).  

 

The question we have to ask is, ‘How much of all that God has entrusted to me 

do I bring to him? 

 

Tithes: Ten Percent of Everything 

The answer lies in the biblical principle of ‘firstfruits’. This teaches that of all we 

have we should give back to God first, before we start spending on everything 
else. It shows we love and fear God and we honour him as our provider (Genesis 

4:1-6, Leviticus 23:9-14, Matthew 6:33).  
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Our tithe is a numerical expression of the principle of firstfruits. Like the 
firstfruits, the tithe is an enduring biblical principle (Genesis 14:18-20, 28:22, 

Leviticus 27:30, Numbers 18:12-13, Luke 11:42, Matthew 22:21, Hebrews 7:1-
19). In essence the firstfruit and tithing are essentially the same thing (2Chronicles 
31:4-5). As with the firstfruit, the tithe belongs to God, so in a real sense we do 

not give God our tithe but we bring it to God, since it is his already.  

 

The word tithe means ‘tenth’. In the Old Testament, the Israelites gave a tithe of 

everything to God for the support of their spiritual leaders, the Levites, who were 
thereby freed from their work to serve at the Tabernacle on behalf of the Lord and 

the people at spiritual duties (although everything we do is spiritual). 
 

“Instead, I give to the Levites as their inheritance the tithes that the 
Israelites present as an offering to the Lord”. (Numbers 18:24) 

 
“He (Hezekiah) ordered the people living in Jerusalem to give the portion 
due to the priests and Levites so that they could devote themselves to the 
Law of the Lord…. They brought a great amount, a tithe of everything”. 
(2Chronicles 31:4-5) 

 
 

The Example of Abraham 

Tithing is also mentioned in Hebrews 7:1-10 in connection with Abraham, who 
brought tithes to God through the person of Melchizedek, the priest of the Most 
High God. 

 
Since Abraham is the father of the faithful (Galatians 3:6-9) we as his children 

follow his example in the expression of our faith. Abraham lived before the Law 
of Moses was given. Tithing, like marriage is one of those principles that though 

later embodied in the Law of Moses, are eternal principles. Jesus incorporated, 
and so ratified, Old Testament examples into his teaching; in his discussions with 

the Pharisees he said: 

 

“You give a tenth of your spices - mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected 
the more important matters of the law - justice, mercy and faithfulness. You 
should have practised the latter, without neglecting the former”. (Matthew 
23:23) 

 

 

What is meant by one tenth of my income? 

The tithe is a tenth of a person’s gross income; therefore if a person’s monthly 
salary is £1000 gross, the tithe is £100. The Old Testament Israelites were always 

to bring God the firstfruits, the Hebrew word meaning the chief or principal part. 
 

“Honour the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops”. 
(Proverbs 3:9) 
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The Greek word for spoils means the ‘top of a heap’, indicating the choicest 

spoils. So the tithe consists of the firstfruits or the top of the heap of a person’s 
salary, what we call the gross. 

 
 

What is the tithe used for? 

The tithe is always used for people: 

 The support of full-time ministries in the church; those who live by the 
gospel:  

 

 The support of various other ministries around the world; 

 The poor and needy; 

 The genuine widow (1 Tim 5:3-10); 

 Those who are sent on missions to other nations; 

 Those who are sent for training (Bible Schools); 

 Mission projects around the world. 

 

What is the Storehouse? 

Where should we bring our tithe? Malachi instructed the people to bring the tithe 

into ‘the storehouse’ (Malachi 3:10). This referred to the storehouse of the priests, 
in return for which the people received their spiritual food and blessing. Under 
the new covenant we tithe to Jesus Christ, the Head of the church. Practically 

that means tithing into the church to which we belong. Today we tithe to God to 
support the ministry of the church, releasing men and women to God’s service, 

and caring for the people of God.  

 

 

Offerings: Generous & Freewill 

In the scriptures tithes and offerings are closely linked together; the tithe is 10%. 
Once we have brought our tithe we are now in a position to give our offering to 

the Lord. We don’t have 90% left; we now have 100%, since the tithe belongs to 
God anyway. Our actual giving begins only as we make our offerings to the Lord. 

 
In the Bible offerings were expected but usually unspecific in amount, often 
described as freewill. 

 

“But you ask, ‘how do we rob you?’ In tithes and offerings. You are under a 
curse – the whole nation of you - because you are robbing me”. (Malachi 3:8-
9) 
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Moses said to the whole Israelite community: ’this is what the Lord has 
commanded:  Take from what you have, an offering for the Lord...And the 
people continued to bring freewill offerings morning after morning’. 
(Exodus 35:3-5,36) 

 

How Much? 

How much we want to give as offering is between us and God, but our giving 
should have the following characteristics to it: 

 

 Give out of love for God (2 Corinthians 8:5); 

 Count it as a privilege (2Corinthians 8:4); 

 Do it willingly (2Corinthians 8:11); 

 Be systematic, and with proper preparation (1Corinthians 16:2, 

2Corinthians 9:7); 

 Give according to your means and we give cheerfully (2Corinthians 9:5;7); 

 

 Give generously (2 Corinthians 8:3); 

 

Our giving is a practical expression of our love for the Lord and is part of a life 
lived sowing ourselves into the Kingdom and reaping all its benefits (Luke 6:38, 

2Corinthians 9:6, Proverbs 3:9-10). God does not promise to make us all 
millionaires, but he does promise to meet all our needs and bless us.  

 

Whereas the tithe is to be used solely for people, offerings are used for things. 
Our offerings are used to finance the running costs of the church: publicity; 

stationery; electricity; everything from paper clips to major building projects.  

 

A willingness to give in accordance with these principles of God’s word will bless 

us, advance the kingdom of God and be a demonstration of where our hearts lie. 

 

 

God’s Promise of Blessing and Provision 

All our giving should be done with gladness of heart, including the tithe and the 

offering. If we observe only the letter of God’s requirements but miss the spirit of 
the whole thing, then giving becomes a hard, demanding, joyless chore, rather 

than the adventure of faith that God wants it to be. 
 

“Give and it shall be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you”. (Luke 6:38) 
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“One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly but 
comes to poverty. A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will 
himself be refreshed”. (Proverbs 11:24, 25) 

 
“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap generously”. (2Corinthians 9:6) 
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Signs of  Authority 

Read 1Corinthians 11:1-16. The Bible teaches that when the church gathers 
together, certain things should happen. When a man prays or prophesies, if he 

has a covering on his head, he should remove it. Likewise, if a lady prays or 
prophesies, she should cover her head. This practice applies to both sexes, not 
only ladies. 

 

A Common Practice 

Note verse 16 – this was a common practice throughout the New Testament 
church. It caused contention because of what it represents: the authority of God 

manifested in the church. Note that Paul does not correct their practice; he 
explains it. This is done prior to the teaching and correction on breaking of bread. 

 
Three reasons are given in this passage why we uncover/cover our heads in 
prayer and prophecy: 

 
1. The nature of God; 

2. The relationship of Man & Woman 
3. The Angels 

 

Always start with God 

All our doctrines and practices have to do with the nature of God. The practice of 
uncovering/covering the head for prayer and prophecy is to do with the 

demonstration on earth of the nature, relationship and function of the triune God; 
and then how that nature, relationship and function is to be demonstrated in and 
through the Church. Therefore, the first thing we must do is make some 

statements concerning the nature of the triune God. 
 

A Triune God 

The Church has historically used the term Trinity/triunity as an excellent 

designation for the one God who has revealed himself in scripture as Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. It means that God is ‘one in three and three in one’. These three 

‘Persons’ of the Godhead are not three separate gods or different modes or parts 
of God. Trinity is the way God exists. 
 

Three Important Affirmations 

The doctrine of the Trinity makes three basic affirmations: 

 There is only one God (Deuteronomy 6:4);  

 The Father, Son and Spirit are each God; 

 The Father, Son and Spirit are each a distinct ‘Person’ within the Godhead. 
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Important Statements on the Trinity 

1. Co-equal & Co-eternal 

Each of the three Persons of the Trinity is co-equal and co-eternal in their being. 
There is no subordination as to their essence or nature. Subordination is not 

inferiority – all ranks of military, for example, are equally, essentially, soldiers. 
 

2. No Independent Existence 

No Person in the Trinity exists independently of the other two (John 10:30). The 
Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of the Father and Son, or the Spirit of God; He is 

never called the ‘Spirit of the Spirit’. Jesus described him as ‘another (of the same 

kind) Counsellor’ (John 14:16). 

 

3. No Independent Acts 

No Person in the Trinity ever acts independently of the other two (John 5:19; 

John 16:13-14). 
 

4. Perfect Agreement in Unity 

The three Persons exist as a covenant of love; they are in perfect agreement and 
unity with each other (Genesis 1:26; Genesis 11:7; John 5:19-20). Each Person 

interpenetrates the others two and is interpenetrated by them. There is no 
division, but a perfect unity. 
 

5. A Definite Order 

While the three Persons are equal in essence/being there is a definite order in 

their function; this is called subordination. The Son and the Holy Spirit assume 
distinct, subordinate (though never inferior) roles. For example, the Father sends 
the Son – the Son dies on the cross – the Spirit is sent at Pentecost. Yet even here 

in the act of one Person all three Persons are involved (John 14:15-25; Hebrews 

9:14). 

 

6. Headship, Authority & Submission 

This distinction of subordination in function means that there is headship, 

authority and submission in the Trinity; it is not a committee or a democracy 
(which is a human invention), even though all three Persons are equal in being.  

 
The Father is the head of the Trinity; he begat the Son from all eternity (John 

1:18 – Jesus is the only begotten Son of God). The Father is greater than the Son 
(John 14:28) – not in being, the Son gives honour to his Father who sent him and 
to whom he is submitted. The Son can do only the will of the Father (John 6:38). 

The Son is even given the name above all names ‘to the glory of God the Father’ 
(Philippians 2:11). The Son hands the Kingdom back to the Father (1Corinthians 

15:20-28), and is subject to the Father. The Spirit is sent in the name of (‘in the 
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authority of’) the Son by the Father (John 14:26). He is also sent by the Son (John 
16:7).  

 

7. John 17:20-23 – The Prayer of Jesus  
Look at the prayer of Jesus in John 17:20-23. His prayer is that all who believe in 

him will be one as the Father and Son (and therefore the Holy Spirit) are one.  
That is the purpose of the church. 

 

8. Colossians 3:10  
We have put on the new self (man) which is being renewed in knowledge in the 

image of its Creator. When we are born again, we are ‘created to be like God in true 

righteousness and holiness’ (Ephesians 4:24). So our calling and purpose as the 

Church of Jesus Christ is to be a demonstration of that Trinitarian life of God. 
 
 

Humanity in the Image of God 

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them 
rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all 
the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground”. God 
created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and 
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea 
and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the 
ground." (Genesis 1:26-28) 

 

God is filling the earth with a people in his image; He is the triune God. While all 

the relationships in the Trinity are important the relationship between the Father 

and the Son is one that the Scripture particularly highlights and has to be 
evidenced in the church. This is because the Son is the revelation of the Father. 

 
This relationship between the Father and the Son is evidenced uniquely in 
humanity. It is evidenced in the unity of man and woman; it is evidenced in the 

distinction between man and woman. 
 

 

1. Men and women are equally in the image of God 
See Genesis 1:26-28. The creation of Eve was vitally important to reveal the 

nature of God (Genesis 2:20-22). 
 

2. Men and women are redemptively equal 
See Galatians 3:26-29. Men and women are equally valuable to God; the same 
blood has cleansed them, they are both ‘sons of God’, which refers to the status 

we all enjoy as being members of God the Father’s family, of which Jesus is the 
firstborn (Hebrews 12:23). 
 

3. Men and women do not exist independently of each other 
Woman came from man (Genesis 2:21-22); Man is born of woman (1Corinthians 
11:11-12). This mirrors the unity of the godhead. 
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4. Men and women are distinct 
Just as the Father is not the Son, so a man is a man and not a woman; and a 

woman is a woman not a man. God created us male and female. A man must 
look like a man; A woman must look like a woman. It is the ‘very nature of 

things’ – 1Corinthians 11:14. The shorn women of 1Corinthians 11 played the 
male role in a lesbian relationship. 

 
To blur the distinction between man and woman is to blur the godhead. That is 
one of the reasons why homosexuality is condemned in Scripture; not because 

God is homophobic, but because it denies his nature as Creator. See Romans 

1:21:27 (NB: verse 25 – ‘They exchanged the truth of God for a lie’).  

 

5. Men and women are functionally distinct 
Men cannot bear children. Women cannot produce children without male 

fertilisation; it is the ‘very nature of things’ (1Corinthians 11:14). Concerning 
homosexuality: The mandate to Adam and Eve was to reproduce and fill the 

earth. God is also a Procreator. Homosexuality cannot do that; therefore it robs 

God and the rest of humanity.  
 

The joining together of husband and wife as ‘one flesh’ is a reflection of the 
intimate, beautiful and pure relationship between Christ and the Church 

(Ephesians 5:29-33). Homosexuality is a perversion of that relationship. 
 

6. Man is the head of woman 
Read 1Corinthians 11:3 - Everyone except the Father has a ‘head’. Headship – 
kephale – means authority. The Father is the head of Christ; Christ is the head of 

man and man is the head of woman. This is nothing to do with inferiority but 

order: ‘man was created first’. He is not better than a woman. If woman had been 
created first, she would be head of man. 

 
Whenever Paul – in the Word of God – talks about this he always appeals to the 

created order of things (Ephesians 5:22ff; 1Timothy 2:11ff). It does not mean that 

every man is the head of every woman; it is expressed in the relationship of 
marriage and in the headship of the husband towards his wife (Ephesians 5:22-

33). Neither does it mean that women cannot exercise gifts or function in 
ministry; the scripture is full of women who did so – Miriam, Deborah, Esther, 

Phoebe, Priscilla, Anna, and Phillip’s daughters. See also Proverbs 31. It simply 
means that the order of the godhead must be expressed in human relationships; 

therefore in the church it means that a woman can be all and do all that a man 
can do, except for the ‘ruling authority functions’ of apostleship and eldership. 
Even here, not all men can be elders either. It also means that in marriage a wife 

will submit to her husband and a husband will love his wife as Christ loved the 
Church (Ephesians 5:22ff). 

 

7. Women have authority too 
Women are believers in the Lord and have all the authority of Jesus to do all he 

did (Matthew 28:19; John 14:12). That is why a woman covers her head when 
praying and prophesying (1Corinthians 11:10). It is not a sign of her subjugation 

or inferiority, but of her authority as a female believer in the Lord, for when she 
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prays she acts in her priestly capacity and when prophesying her prophetic 
capacity. On these occasions she represents the Body of Christ before the Lord 

and the Lord before the Body Christ.  Likewise, a man has to uncover his head 
when doing the same thing to demonstrate his authority as a male believer 

(1Corinthians 11:7), for exactly the same reasons. 
 

In the Church 

Read Galatians 3:26-29. The church is the Body of Christ: See 1Corinthians 

12:27. Jesus Christ is the Head of the Body – Ephesians 1:18-23; 3:16. The church 
manifests its invisible Head – Christ. In that the Father is also manifested. 
Theerefore, the Godhead is seen in and through the Body of Christ 

 

God wants to see himself in the Church  

Therefore, in the church, especially when it gathers together, God wants to see: 
 

1. Proper authority; 
2. Unity that represents his nature;  

3. Distinction that represents his nature.  
 
This matters very much to God; authority was the issue of the rebellion of Satan 

and the fall of Adam. The church manifests the divine order and the original 
intention: a people in God’s image, living under his rule and filling the earth with 

his glory. 
 

 

‘Because of the Angels’ 

Look at verse 10: ‘for this reason and because of the angels’. ‘Because of the 
angels’ is not divorced from the first reason: headship and authority. What does 
this phrase mean? 

 

Angels & Authority 

Angels are the administrators or executors of God’s authority. Angels are 
messengers (that is what the word means). As such they are part of the Heavenly 

Host – the army of God. One of God’s titles is the LORD of Hosts. This title is 
first mentioned in 1Samuel 1:3. David also used it in his encounter with Goliath 

in 1Samuel 17:45.  It is a distinctly military image. ‘LORD of Hosts’ describes 
God who is at all times the one who has absolute supremacy in the heavenly 
realms, with all the angelic powers ready and poised to do his command.  

 
It is often used where angels are mentioned (1Samuel 4:4; Isaiah 37:16). The 

LORD of Hosts is God as the King of Glory, (Psalm 24:10); surrounded by 
angelic hosts he rules heaven and earth. 
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Angels and the Rebellion 

The angelic realm was created by the authoritative Word of God (Psalm 33:6). 
Lucifer is an angelic being, an anointed cherub (Ezekiel 28:12-17). All the angelic 
beings witnessed the rebellion of Lucifer who was one of their own, plus one third 

of the heavenly host (Revelation 12:4). The angels also witnessed the creation of 
the world (Job 38:6-7), which was also brought into being by God’s creative 

authority. They witnessed the creation of Adam and Eve; and they witnessed the 
Fall into sin, which was also caused by one of their own. Angels understand the 

principles of authority and rebellion. 
 
 

The Angelic realm administers the authority of God 

The Bible gives many examples of angels administering God’s authority: 

 The Cherubim at the east of the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:24); 

 The Law came through angels (Acts 7:53);  

 At Sodom and Gomorrah, the judgement of God came through angels 
(Genesis 18/19); 

 Herod was struck down by an angel (Acts 12:23); 

 Jesus could have called 12 legions (72,000) of angels to deliver him  

(Matthew 26:53); 

 . Jude 6 speaks of the angels who left their positions of authority.  

 Angels declared the resurrection of Jesus and his coming again. 
 

 

Angels work with the Church 

The early church was acutely conscious of angelic presence and interacted with 
them (Acts 8:26; 10:3; 12:7,15; 27:23). They rejoice when a sincere repents, 
comes into the Kingdom of God and is added to the church (Luke 15:10). 

Hebrews 12:22-24 says that Zion (the church) has come to thousands of them ‘in 
joyful assembly’ 

 
 

Angels are with the Church 

Whenever the church gathers, angels are present. They join us in our worship 

(Isaiah 6 and Revelation 5). They are present to witness the nature of God being 
demonstrated; to witness the will of God being exercised; and to witness the 
restoration of the created order 

 
Angels are watchers (Daniel 4:13,17). Ephesians 3:10 says that through our 

gathering together as the church, the manifold wisdom of God is being made 
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms. 

 

Signs of Authority  

Physical things often represent spiritual realities: 
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 The Word of God;  

 Leadership; 

 Bread & Wine; 

 Waters of baptism; 

 Anointing with oil; 

 The Body of Christ – people – gathered together; 

 A ‘head-uncovering’ or ‘covering’ in prayer and prophecy. 
 

When we assemble together 

Remember: when we assemble together, God and the angelic forces want to see: 

 
1. Proper authority; 

2. Unity that represents his nature;  
3. Distinction that represents his nature.  

 
There must be order.  Satan and his forces want to see the opposite. So when we 
come together as the Body of Christ: 

 

 We come together as one people, one body, all equal; 

 

 We come as interdependent people, not independent; 

 

 We come in unity, in covenant love (Psalm 133) 

 

 We come under the lordship, the authority of the Head of the Body– Jesus 

Christ – who himself is submitted to his Head – God the Father; 
 

 We come together as distinct – as male and female believers; 

 

 We come together under our Head, with authority; 

 

 We come together to manifest the Headship in the Godhead; 

 

 We come together with signs of authority.  

 

When we pray and prophesy 

Why do we uncover and cover only when we pray and prophesy? 
 

Prophecy 

Prophecy is the Word of God coming from the throne of God. God speaks to us. 

The one who prophesies is speaking the very word of God: he or she is 
manifesting the divine nature and order. To manifest that correctly a male 
believer removes any covering on his head. Conversely, a female believer covers 

her head. 
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Prayer 

Prayer is a priestly activity. The one leading the body in prayer is speaking to 
God on behalf of the one Body. He or she is representing us before God. Prayer 
actually starts in heaven; it originates with God. We pray according to his will 

because he originates our prayers. Prayer is agreeing with God, speaking back to 
him his word. Once again, at this moment, the one leading us exercises their 

authority to do so by uncovering or covering the head. 
 

 
‘Let all be done decently and in order’ (1Corinthians 14:40). In the church, there 
is no room for disorder, rebellion, independence, or mixture. God sees it; his 

angels see it; the demonic witnesses it. God blesses it. And the enemy has no 
foothold. 

 
Therefore we ask and insist, that whenever the church gathers together, on 

Sundays, in LIFE groups, in prayer meetings, that this practice is followed. 
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