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Background
• Author: Matthew (Levi); former Tax Collector

• Audience: Jewish audience

• Gospel Narrative; written (AD 50-60)

• Purpose: To give proof to Jews, Jesus of 
Nazareth is the true Messiah Who was 
foretold in the Scriptures

• Here Jesus performs a miracle as a lesson to 
disciples about the spiritual condition of 
Israel and ultimately all believers



Substance Is A Priority Over Show

• (vv.18-19) Jesus nearing end of earthly 
ministry (Tuesday of Holy Week); it is time of 
Passover and Jesus travels from Bethany to 
Jerusalem

• Jesus approached fig tree looking for fruit; 
tree had leaves, but NO fruit (Israelite fig 
trees have small edible fruit in Spring)

• Tree had leaves, which usually meant fruit, 
but this tree was empty of substance

• Jesus showed disciples this just like people of 
Israel and also believers of all ages



• Matthew 15:8, (Jesus quoting Isaiah) “These 
people draw near to Me with their mouth, 
and honor Me with their lips, but their heart 
is far from Me.”
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Faith Is A Priority Over Feelings
• (vv.20-21) Disciples amazed at withered fig 

tree; this special, they had seen Jesus do 
many miracles

• Jesus uses miracle as lesson; highlights to 
disciples; there is a real and powerful 
spiritual realm; believers and churches can 
experience the power and intervention of 
this realm where Jesus is Master

• Key is active, focused faith; belief, trust, 
conviction

• “Mountains” can be moved and removed



• 2 Cors. 5:7, “For we walk by faith, not by 
sight.”

• Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.”  



Prayer Is The First Priority Before 
Performance

• (v.22) Jesus encourages disciples; believers have 
powerful tool of prayer; can talk and be in 
presence of One who can do all things

• As we pray God’s will, see the fulfillment of 
Jesus’ promises and power from on High

• Prayer is to be first priority, not last resort: 
prayer is to lead our performance, not the other 
way around

• Best way to move mountains is to first seek Jesus 
and His will, then move forward



• Psalm 145:18, “The Lord is near to all who 
call on Him, to all who call on Him in truth.”

• I John 5:14, “This is the confidence we have 
in approaching God: that if we ask anything 
according to His will, He hears us.”


