
Malachi 1:1-5

4 Evidences Of God’s Divine Love For Us



Context
• Book written by Malachi (Lit. “My 

messenger”) 420-415 BC

• Malachi ministered in and around Jerusalem

• Cultural atmosphere very difficult; people 
still under rule of Persians, but had been 
allowed to return to homeland

• Previous prophets had  shared great things 
were in store for Israel, but they had not 
come to pass at time

• People discouraged; wondered, “Is it worth it 
to serve God?”



God’s Definite Declarations
• (vv.1-2a) Midst of doubts/questions, Malachi 

sent with definite message

• Message wasn’t Malachi’s opinion, it was 
from God Himself

• God sends word, doesn’t want any 
misunderstanding; proclaims His divine love 
for people

• People not sure; believe God unfaithful to 
Covenant; “How have you loved us?”

• God declared plainly He loved people



• I John 4:8, “For God is love.”

• Jeremiah 31:3, “Yes, I have loved you with an 
everlasting love;…”

• Hebs. 12:6, “For whom the Lord loves He 
chastens, and scourges every son whom He 
receives.”



Application Of God’s Sovereign 
Grace

• (vv.2b-3) God shows His love by choosing all 
people to be saved

• Malachi refers to Israel’s beginning; language 
may seem strong, but God making point about 
His love and grace

• Words “loved”, “hated”:  refer to “choosing” and 
“not choosing”  God not against Esau, but chose 
Jacob/Israel for His purpose of salvation

• This choosing affirmed in Jacob and Esau’s 
nature



• Eph. 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, 
lest any man should boast.”
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God’s Abundant Provision
• (vv.3b-4) Again language seems harsh, but 

Malachi sharing point about God’s supply

• Malachi encouraged people to look around 
them and take note of blessings; they were 
back in land, temple rebuilt, wall constructed

• While Israel depended upon God for 
restoration, Edom (Esau’s descendants) 
boasted they would be a strong nation 
through their own efforts; felt they didn’t 
need God’s help



• Psalm 9:17, “The wicked shall be turned into 
hell, and all the nations that forget God.”



Experiencing His Glorious 
Presence
• (v.5) God shows His love by making Himself 

knowable, and through filling of Holy Spirit

• Can fellowship with God Himself and know 
Him personally

• Israel chosen to be witness to world of God’s 
reality and salvation

• After experiencing God’s genuine love, the 
people would want more and then want to 
share; would want whole world to 
experience 



• John 14:18, “I will not leave you orphans; I 
will come to you.”

• John 15:7, “Nevertheless I tell you the truth.  
It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I 
do not go away, the Helper will not come to 
you; but if I depart I will send Him to you.” 


