
Matthew 2:1-12 
3 Observations About Continuing The 
Message And Meaning Of Christmas 
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Background 

• Book written by former Tax Collector; 
Matthew (also called Levi) 

• Written (AD 50-60) to mostly Jewish 
audience 

• Main Purpose:  prove to Jewish readers that 
Jesus was and is the promised Messiah 

• Great pain to research and show genealogy 
of Jesus 

• Here; find details AFTER Jesus’ birth; Jesus’ 
family in Bethlehem, but Jesus is a Child 



Continuing The Message Of Christmas Is 
Related To What We Seek 

• (vv.1-3) Matthew shares after some time, exotic 
visitors come to see Jesus; family living in a 
house in Bethlehem 

• Magi: (our word Magician) Priest-like, scholarly 
class; interpreted dreams and recorded stars, 
planets; positions of leadership; used to tell 
future 

• Probably came to know about Jewish hope of 
Messiah from Daniel and other exiles (6th to 3rd 
century BC); desire was to locate Jesus, Messiah  



• Deut. 4:29, “But from there you will seek the 
Lord your God, and you will find Him if you 
seek Him with all your heart and with all 
your soul.” 

 

• Ps. 27:8, “When You said, ‘Seek My face,’ ‘My 
heart said to You, ‘Your face, Lord, I will 
seek’” 
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Continuing The Message Of Christmas Is 
Related To What Guides Us In Life  

• (vv.3-9) Learn from Magi; there wrong places 
and right place to look for meaning of 
Christmas 

• Magi;  guided by their own intellect and 
looked in wrong place; kings are in palaces, 
went to Jerusalem to find king 

• Magi redirected by Scriptures; truth of God’s 
word set them on right path and brought 
success 

• Their disappointment ended at the 
application of Scripture 



• Ps. 12:6, “The words of the Lord are pure 
words, like silver tried in a furnace of earth, 
purified seven times.” 

 

• Hebrews 4:12, “For the word of God is living 
and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and 
spirit,…” 



Continuing The Message Of Christmas Is 
Affected By What We Give 

• (vv.10-12) Due to long travel from Persia (over 
500 miles, prob. 50 to 60 days) Jesus no longer 
baby; He small Child, living in house with family 

• Magi though; extreme surprise, probably large 
caravan: give gifts to Jesus and worship Him 

• Gold; the gift of Kings / Frankincense; tool of 
priests / Myrrh; pain killer and embalming 

• Outside pagans found and worshipped Messiah, 
Jewish religious leaders didn’t recognize 

• Our love and recognition of Jesus tied to giving 



• 2 Cors. 8:5, “And not only as we had hoped, but 
they first gave themselves to the Lord, and then 
to us by the will of God.” 

 

• Luke 6:38, “Give, and it will be given to you; 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
and running over…” 




