
Job, Chapters 3-5

False Assumptions About Suffering
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Background

• Job 3: as Job faces extreme devastation, 3 
friends have traveled great distances to be 
with him

• Job breaks silence; expresses grief, but never 
blasphemes God

• Themes; it is appropriate to share emotions, 
thoughts, and doubts with God

• It is OK to ask, “Why?”

• Purpose of life is not personal happiness, but 
relationship with Jesus and living it out  



False: Suffering Is Always Caused By 
Hypocrisy

• (4:1-6) First to address Job: Eliphaz (God is gold), 
from Teman (SE Palestine, beyond Dead Sea)

• His first point: Job, you don’t practice what you 
preach; you are a faker, a hypocrite

• Word, “hypocrite” – from word used to describe 
actor who played different roles by wearing 
masks

• Jesus did have great condemnation for hypocrisy 
of Jewish religious leaders

• This sweeping generalization; deletes mercy



• Ps. 139:23-24, “Search me, O God, and know 
my heart; try me, and know my anxieties; and 
see if thee is any wicked way in me, and lead 
me in the way everlasting.”
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False: Suffering Is Always Caused 
By Our Actions

• (4:7-11) Eliphaz continues; says further, “Job, 
you reap what you sow”

• Shares; God always blesses the righteous and 
always punishes the wicked

• Says Job brought all the suffering on himself 
through his own sin

• There biblical foundation here; (Gal. 6:7)

• Believers though often reap what they don’t 
sow



• John 9:1-5, v.3, “Jesus answered, ‘Neither 
this man nor his parents sinned, but that the 
works of God should be revealed in him’.”
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False: Suffering Happens Because 
We Are Not Spiritual Enough

• (4:12-21) Eliphaz appeals to emotional, religious, 
“experience”

• Describes, “revelation?” “word secretly brought, 
visions of the night, shaking, spirit flashed”

• Job, you suffering because no one can be more 
righteous than God; you not holy enough so you 
can expect to suffer 

• Eliphaz, Job you can’t dispute me because I have 
had an “experience”



• (2 Cors. 11:22-29, v.23, “Are they ministers of 
Christ….I am more:  in labors more 
abundant, in stripes above measure, in 
prisons more frequently, in deaths often.”

• 2 extreme views; Suffering wouldn’t have 
come if I just read Bible more and prayed 
more; I followed Lord and served, this 
suffering shouldn’t be happening to me…



• (Chapter 5: verse 8, and verses 17-18)

• Eliphaz ends this speech by telling Job to 
seek God and submit to Him (v.8)

• Told Job, best thing for him to do; accept 
God’s punishment so he could be blessed 
again (vv.17-18)
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