
I Timothy 6:11-16

•4 Areas By Which A Man 

Of  God Is Known
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Background/Context

• Book written by Apostle Paul (62 AD) 
to Timothy, his ministry partner

• Timothy pastoring church in Ephesus; 
facing challenges there (false doctrine)

• Paul wrote to deal with false teaching 
and give instructions to church on 
proper worship and organization for 
church health

• Paul is writing from Macedonia



A Man Of  God Is Known By 

What He Flees From

• (v.11a)Paul seeking to encourage pastor Timothy; 

shares instructions for successful Christian life 

and healthy church

• “flee these things…”  Word “flee”- “running 

continually to escape dangerous enemy

• “things” refers back (vv. 9-10) evils attached to 

greed, selfishness

• Follower of  Jesus realizes there dangers to stay 

away from; has awareness of  awfulness of  sin



• Rom. 12:9, “Let love be without hypocrisy.  

Abhor what is evil.  Cling to what is good.”

• I Thess. 5:22, “Abstain from every appearance 

of  evil.” 
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A Man Of  God Is Known By What He 

Follows After 

• (v.11b) Paul goes on share; there things to 
avoid, there also things to embrace; replace 
the negative with positive

• “pursue” – “chase, seek after, strive for”

• Righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, 
gentleness; these by-products of  relationship 
with Jesus and Holy Spirit

• Not just subtraction of  evil, but also addition 
of  biblical characteristics



• Rom. 8:6, “For to be carnally minded is death, 

but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.”

• Matt. 6:24, “No man can serve two masters; 

for either he will hate the one and love the 

other, or else he will be loyal to the one and 

despise the other.  You cannot serve God and 

mammon.”
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A Man Of  God Is Known By What He 

Fights For

• (v.12) Paul encourages Timothy to fight the 

good fight of  faith

• Believer in Jesus is connected to a very real 

battle between good and evil; Satan and Jesus

• Man of  God wages war against kingdom of  

darkness and its forces

• “lay hold on eternal life” – live now in light of  

eternity; eternal perspective; souls are at stake



• Eph. 6:12, “For we wrestle not against flesh 

and blood, but against principalities, against 

powers, against the rulers of  the darkness of  

this age…”
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A Man Of  God Is Known By A Faithful 

Finish
• (vv.13-14) Paul urges Timothy, as God 

watches to keep “this” commandment; What 
commandment?

• (v.14)”…without spot, (be) blameless until the 
Lord returns…” Refers to continuing to 
follow Lord so as to finish well

• Keep following Jesus until our race is over; 
finish well and don’t give up; it will be worth 
it very soon 



• Hebrews 12:1-2, “Therefore we also, since we 

are surrounded by so great a cloud of  

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and 

the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us 

run with endurance the race that is set before 

us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher 

of  our faith….”


