
I Samuel 16:1-13 

3 Explanations Of God’s 
Perspective Of Success 



Context 
• I Samuel, book of history/prophecy 

• Written by prophet Samuel (last Judge of 
Israel); events occurred 1100 years before 
birth of Jesus 

• Book shows transition from Judges to Kings 

• Samuel discouraged; Saul had been named 
King but disqualified himself because of 
repeated rebellion against God’s word 

• God in complete control, seeks to move 
Samuel from discouragement to success 



God’s Word Becomes Our Word 
• (vv.1-5) Samuel “mourning” but God knew 

where he was and what he feeling (same true 
today) 

• Lord comes to Samuel with word of direction 
and guidance; seeks to move Samuel forward 

• God tells Samuel; take anointing oil, go to 
Bethlehem, find family of Jesse and anoint as 
king the one in his family I tell you 

• Samuel faces concerns; Saul’s disposition 

• God equipped Samuel with way to apply Word  



• Psalm 119:105, “Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path.” 

 

• Psalm 19:7, “The law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul; the testimony of the Lord is 
sure, making wise the simple.” 
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God’s Way Becomes Our Way 
• (vv.6-10) Samuel called to lead worship in 

Bethlehem, but specifically to set apart one of 
Jesse’s sons:  this probably before or after 
worship, in private setting 

• Samuel immediately impressed with Eliab; God 
quickly corrects; don’t see just external 

• God’s way is not peoples’ natural way; God looks 
at the character and inner qualities, people are 
influenced by appearance 

• Seven of Jesse’s sons are rejected; but Samuel 
knows God has a way; he seeks to follow it 



• Acts 27:11, “Nevertheless the centurion was 
more persuaded by the helmsman and the 
owner of the ship than by the things spoken by 
Paul.” 

 

• John 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life.  No one comes to the Father 
except through Me.” 

 

• “Human history is the long terrible story of man 
trying to find something other than God which 
will make him happy.” ---- C.S. Lewis 



God’s Work Becomes Our Work 
• (vv.11-13) Samuel probably bewildered; none of 

the seven chosen 

• He asks about others; Jesse replies there is 
another but he is young and with the sheep 

• David brought before Samuel (didn’t look like 
typical Hebrew) He was God’s choice and 
anointed; began journey of service 

• Bible emphasizes; only way service validated was 
to be equipped by Holy Spirit 

• Samuel returns to ministry; David returns to 
flocks, awaits God’s next orders and timing 

 



• Rom. 12:6, “Having then gifts differing according 
to the grace that is given to us, let us use 
them…” 

 


