
I John 2:3-11

4 Indicators Of A Genuine Relationship 
With Jesus
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Context

• Letter written by John the Apostle (90 AD)

• Written to believers/churches in Asia Minor 
(modern-day Turkey)

• Churches been infiltrated by false teachers; 
taught mix of philosophy and mysticism; 
teachers made up their own version of 
Christianity

• John writes to encourage; deal with false 
doctrine

• Here, some aspects of genuine salvation



Readiness To Apply God’s Word

• (vv.3-5) One evidence of genuine 
relationship with Jesus is person’s view of 
Scripture (keep – “guard, obey, apply”)

• If person says, “I’m a Christian” but never 
has desire to know and apply Word at all, 
there problem with relationship

• Person who knows and applies Bible, values 
it, has real relationship with Jesus

• Many have Bible and hear its words; not as 
many actually have biblical worldview and 
take Scripture seriously enough to apply 



• James 1:22, “But be doers of the word and 
not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”

• Believers do God’s Word, not to be saved but 
because they are saved.
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Desire To Follow The Example Of 
Jesus
• (v.6) John shares believer has new focus; no 

longer just self, but now has new outlook; 
one that focuses on Jesus

• Believer over time understands the 
greatness of Jesus and how much He has 
done for us

• Genuine believer’s lifestyle will not continue 
to be just like world’s; not perfection

• Believer will want to please Jesus 



• Ephesians 5:1, “Therefore be imitators of 
God as dear children.”

• Acts 11:26, “And the disciples were first 
called Christians in Antioch.”
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Growing In Christ-Like Character

• (vv.7-8) John shifts focus; “Brethren”, 
beloved, dear ones

• Speaking to genuine believers; one evidence 
of real relationship with Jesus found in them

• Over time, gradually becoming more like 
Jesus (especially loving like Jesus loved); 
believers’ testimony of maturing and 
producing spiritual fruit through process

• Fruits of Holy Spirit (especially love) 
becoming more and more prominent



• I Thess. 4:3, “For this is the will of God, your 
sanctification:…”

• John 17:17, “Sanctify them by your truth.  
Your word is truth.”



Fellowship With Other Believers
• (vv.9-11) Another evidence; having 

motivation to be with other believers

• Genuine disciple of Jesus will have desire to 
fellowship and worship with other believers

• Person who says, “I am in the light” yet hates 
his brother (neighbor, fellow Christian) is in 
the darkness

• Person who never has the slightest desire to 
worship and be with other believers 
somewhere isn’t following Jesus

• Many; I am believer but I’m never going to 
church speaking idea foreign to NT



• Hebs. 10:24-25, “…not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as is the 
manner of some,….”

• Phils. 1:8, “For God is my witness, how 
greatly I long for you all with the affection of 
Jesus Christ.”
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