
Hebrews 13:15-16  

3 Instructions For Offering Praise & 
Thanksgiving To God 
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• “At Thanksgiving, the Pilgrims came here 
seeking freedom of you know what.  When 
they landed, they gave thanks to you know 
Who.  Because of them, we can worship on 
the day you know when, at the place you 
know where.” 
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Context & Background 

• Author: truly unknown 

• Written: (64-69 AD) 

• Audience: Jewish converts 

• Background of Verses (Leviticus 7:11-21); 
the Peace or Thank Offering 

• Several unique features; completely 
voluntary, tangible way to say thank you to 
God, to commemorate the fulfilling of a vow, 
tangible way to thank God for meeting a 
desperate need, one of few offerings where 
portion given back to worshipper  



Focusing Their Connection On Christ 

• (v.15a) Here author moves from doctrine to 
duty; NT believers not bound by OT animal 
sacrifices, but there still offerings that carried 
over into NT 

• Author details here the NT believer’s 
responsibility of offering praise and thanks to 
God 

• All focus is on Jesus; “by Him”, lit. “through, 
to cross over, to successfully go from one 
place to another” 

• Jesus made it possible for our sins to be 
forgiven; we can now cross over to Heaven 



• Ps. 116:17, “I will offer to You the sacrifice 
of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name 
of the Lord.” 

 

• Ps. 69:30-31, “I will praise the name of God 
with a song, and will magnify Him with 
thanksgiving.  This also shall please the Lord 
better than an ox or a bull,…” 
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Applying Them In All Circumstances 

• (v.15b) Author uses word, “continually”, Lit. 
“constantly, consistently, refers to regularly 
and habitually” 

• Believer is to praise and thank God in good 
time and the bad; praise, thanks to be part of 
believer’s everyday life; so much so it 
becomes a habit 

• This one reason Church so important 

• Another help:  Daily Quiet Time; helps 
develop lifestyle of gratitude 



• Ps. 34:1, “I will bless the Lord at all times:  
His praise shall continually be in my mouth.” 

 

• I Thess. 5:17, “in everything give thanks,..” 
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Carrying Them Out Concretely 

• (vv.15c-16) Key instruction; this offering to be 
fulfilled in word and deed 

• Praise/Thanks to be verbal and show up in 
tangible ways through doing good works and 
sharing with others 

• This sacrifice is personal and also communal; 
we are to praise and thank Jesus with words and 
song; also, be intentional about meeting the 
needs of others 

• Must be diligent to not forget; not just lip 
service, but life-service as well 



• James 4:17, “Therefore, to him who knows to 
do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.” 

 

• Ps. 119:108, “Accept, I pray, the freewill 
offerings of my mouth, O Lord, and teach me 
Your judgments.” 


