
Galatians 2:20-21

4 Effects Of Receiving 

Salvation By Faith



Background

•Written by Apostle Paul (48 AD)

•Audience: believers and churches in 
region of Galatia (modern day Turkey)

•Theme:  Jesus’ free gift of eternal life is 
received through faith alone and not 
works

• “Judaizers” – false teachers; taught 
salvation came through belief in Jesus 
AND following OT law



Receiving A Transformed Position

• (v.20a) This declaration; one of great change: 
Paul the Apostle (formerly Saul the 
Persecutor) 

• Paul not speaking physically; when Jesus 
died on Cross, He took punishment/penalty 
for humanity’s sin

• Those who received His gift of salvation by 
faith, declared, “not guilty” in eyes of God

• Also, the power of the “old nature”: sinful, 
selfish appetites, the priority of “I” was 
broken, now person can overcome appetites



• Rom. 8:1, “There is therefore now no 
condemnation to those who are in Christ 
Jesus, who do not walk according to the 
flesh, but according to the Spirit.”

• Rom. 6:3, “Or do you not know that as many 
of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into His death?”



Accessing Triumphant Power

• (v.20b) Paul, salvation not only identifying 
with Jesus’ death through crucifixion, but 
also spiritual life through Jesus’ resurrection

• Paul; the old selfish nature no longer 
automatically dominates; no longer “I” who 
lives, but Jesus through Holy Spirit

• Holy Spirit now indwells believer; this brings 
new power and peace

• Now, no longer trying to do good works but 
the “policeman” is on the inside

• Life pleasing to God 



• I Cors. 6:19, “Or do you not know that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is 
in you, whom you have from God, and you 
are not your own?”

• Rom. 8:11, “But if the Spirit of Him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He 
who raised Christ from the dead will also 
give life to your mortal bodies through His 
Spirit who dwells in you.”





A Trusting Life Perspective

• (v.20c) Christian life is daily abiding in and 
living out  relationship with Jesus

• This relationship is lived by faith; believing 
in Jesus and His word and obeying it despite 
what our senses, society, or circumstances 
tell us

• Paul shares; his old way was to seek 
salvation through law keeping and cold 
rituals; now salvation has come through 
relationship with Jesus by faith, trust, belief 



• Rom. 8:6, “To be carnally minded is death, to 
be spiritually minded is life and peace.”

• Ps. 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own 
understanding.  In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He will direct your 
paths.” 
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Embracing A Tender Perception 

• (v.20d) Paul testifies about the great 
sacrificial love Jesus has for every person

• He is Love Incarnate; Paul uses past tense, 
but this doesn’t mean Jesus doesn’t love 
today

• Paul is captivated/transfixed by the love 
Jesus displayed on the Cross; he moved and 
astounded by the sacrifice of Jesus for sinners

• No one took Jesus’ life; He gave it away for 
sinful people to be made clean and right



• Rom. 8:37-39, “Yet in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through Him who 
loved us.  For I am persuaded that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor principalities 
nor powers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor height nor depth, nor any other 
created thing, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.”


