
Exodus 12:1-13

4 Foundations Of Easter’s 
Message Of Salvation



Background
• Exodus, written by Moses (1,400 BCE); story 

of Jewish people at end of 400 years of 
slavery in Egypt

• God had plan of deliverance; Pharoah 
refused to let people go, even after 9 plagues

• As result, God sent 10th and final plague; 
death of firstborn unless Lamb’s blood 
applied to doorposts of house

• Those who applied blood would be saved; 
God would “pass over” them and deliver 
them 



Offering Of A Substitute For 
Salvation 
• (vv.1-6) This “meal” from God Himself; 

salvation is from God and His way, not 
people

• Central to meal was Lamb; selected on 10th

of month, examined until 14th: had to be less 
than year old, be male and have no defects

• Killed at twilight; blood applied to lintel and 
frame of door of house

• Jesus examined and analyzed; yet it 
determined by Pilate, He not guilty and 
innocent



• Luke 23:14, “….And indeed, having examined 
Him in your presence, I have found no fault in 
this Man….”

• John 1:29, “…Behold!  The Lamb of God Who 
takes away the sin of the world!”
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Explanation From The Elements In 
The Plan Of Salvation
• (vv.8-9) God gave specific instructions about 

elements of meal; special ingredients that 
explained more fully about God’s salvation

• Lamb: cost of salvation; innocent dying for the 
guilty

• Unleavened Bread: “Matzah” bread made 
without yeast; yeast symbol of sin and 
rebellion; we can have a sin-cleansed life

• Bitter Herbs: greens with bitter taste; reminder 
of bitterness of slavery; speaks of the bitterness 
of sin and rebellion against God



• I Cors. 5:7, “…For indeed Christ, our Passover, 
was sacrificed for us.”

• Rom. 6:17-18, “But God be thanked that though 
you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the 
heart that form of doctrine to which you were 
delivered.  And having been set free from sin, 
you became slaves of righteousness.” 
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Motivation For Urgent Action 
Because Of Salvation

• (vv.10-11) Verses speak to extreme urgency of 
following God’s way of salvation

• (v.10) None of Lamb left over; Deliverance was 
not to be “put off”; Salvation was present tense

• (v.11) Jewish people instructed to eat meal 
prepared to travel; leaving Egypt and going to 
Promised Land

• Salvation through Jesus today; not to be put off; 
today is the day of salvation; we never know 
when we will be “called” to leave this world



• 2 Cors. 6:2, “Behold now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”

• Isaiah 55:6, “Seek the Lord while He may be 
found, call upon Him while He is near.” 
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Personal Application Of Faith For 
Salvation

• (v.7 & vv. 12-13) Major focus of meal; God’s 
deliverance and salvation; focus of Easter is 
receiving Jesus’ free gift of eternal life; heaven

• God gave revelation, but each person had choice; 
judgment coming and God gave solution; but had 
to be applied personally

• Wherever blood applied, house was saved:  those 
who didn’t apply experienced death

• This point to Gospel; Jesus’ gift of salvation must 
be received through faith



• I Peter 1:18-19, “…knowing that you were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, like silver and 
gold, from aimless conduct received by tradition 
from your fathers, but with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot.”


