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“Not  
  on human desire or effort . . .” 
       Romans 9:16 
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Leader:  In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.  

Group:  Amen.  

L:   Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.   

G: Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 

L:   Lord, you have been our dwelling place  

G: Throughout all generations. 

L:   Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth,   

G: from everlasting to everlasting you are God.  

L:   For a thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by,  

G: or like a watch in the night.  

L:   You turn mortals back to dust.  

G: You sweep them away in the sleep of death.  

L:   The length of our days is seventy years — or eighty, if we have the strength;   

G: yet their span is but trouble and sorrow.  

L:  Teach us to number our days aright,   

G: That we may gain a heart of wisdom.  

L:  Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,   

G: that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.  
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Christian Worship 221 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word verses 1-2
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L:   If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.   

G: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 

 and purify us from all unrighteousness.  

L:   Let us confess our sins to the Lord.   

G: Holy God, gracious Father,  

 I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you  

  in my thoughts, words, and actions. 

 I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. 

  I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 

 But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death.  

 Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

L: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 

Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.   

G:  Amen. 

L: Let us pray.  

 Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and leave no one standing idle. Help us 

to order our lives by your wisdom and to serve you in willing obedience; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

G: Amen. 

Christian Worship 221 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word verse 4 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Praise to you and adoration! 

Grant that we your Word may trust, Confident of our salvation, 

While we here below must wander, Till we sing your praises yonder. 
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Jonah 3:10-4:11 

When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he 

relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened. 

4 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the 

Lord, “Isn’t this what I said, Lord, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to 

forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, 

slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, 

Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 
4 But the Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 
5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself 

a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then the 

Lord God provided a leafy plant and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his 

head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7 But at dawn 

the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so that it withered. 8 When 

the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head 

so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better for me to die than 

to live.” 
9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” 

“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.” 
10 But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not 

tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 And should I not 

have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and 

twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left.  
 

 

 

Romans 9:6-16 

It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel 

are Israel. 7 Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children. On 

the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 8 In other words, 

it is not the children by physical descent who are God’s children, but it is the children of 

the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. 9 For this was how the promise 

was stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son.” 
10 Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our 

father Isaac. 11 Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in 

order that God’s purpose in election might stand: 12 not by works but by him who 

calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 Just as it is written: “Jacob I 

loved, but Esau I hated.” 
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14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15 For he says to Moses, 

“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, 

    and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 
16 It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. 

 

 

Matthew 20:1-16 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 

to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and 

sent them into his vineyard. 
3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the 

marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and 

I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. 

“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same 

thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. 

He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 
7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 

“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 

workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to 

the first.’ 
9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a 

denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. 

But each one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to 

grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ 

they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the 

work and the heat of the day.’ 
13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you 

agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was 

hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my 

own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 

L:   The Gospel of the Lord.  

G: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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 727 There Is a Higher Throne  
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Jonah 3-4, Romans 9, Matthew 20 

 

 
    UNLIKE: Not Fair, but Gracious 

 

 

 

 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 

dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord and offer to him the prayers of a people confident of his 

promise to hear and answer us with mercy. 

That we may seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him in the day of trouble, 

and be prepared by his mercy for the Day of his return, let us pray to the Lord:  

G:  Lord, have mercy 

L: That we may delight in the light of Christ, and that we may find refuge in his mercy and 

comfort in his forgiveness freely given, let us pray to the Lord:  

G:  Lord, have mercy. 

L: That we may hear the voice of God speaking in his Word and be nurtured by faithful 

people who preach, teach and share this Good News, let us pray to the Lord:  

G: Lord, have mercy. 

That we may enjoy the blessing of good government, faithful leaders, peace in our land and 

peace among the nations, and that we may be good citizens and neighbors, let us pray to 

the Lord:  

G:  Lord, have mercy. 

L:   That the sick may be healed, the troubled know peace, the grieving be comforted and 

the dying be delivered to everlasting life in Christ, and especially for . . . ; and that we 

may all be delivered from fear, anxiety and despair by God’s gracious care, let us pray 

to the Lord:  

G:  Lord, have mercy. 

L:   Hear the prayers of Your people, O Lord. Give us contentment, that trusting in your 

mercy we may delight in your saving will where the last are made first by your 

generosity and grace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

G:  Amen. 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power  
  and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
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L:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and † give you peace. 
 

G: Amen. 

 

538 The Church’s One Foundation verses 1,3  
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