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I recently got a phone call from a gentleman who had read one of the articles that I had 
written for “The Bradenton Herald.”  He wanted to talk to me about a bunch of things, but 
one of the main things that was on his heart was how the most recent pastor that he had 
experience with, consistently walked by people in the congregation without 
acknowledging them. 

This is an offense of which I have found myself guilty more times than I care to admit.  As 
he was talking, I found myself replaying in my head what a typical Sunday morning looks 
like right before The Well and the Traditional Service.  And I could see myself walking in to 
the main sanctuary around 10:45, going up to the pulpit, laying out my sermon notes, 
opening my Bible, and then trying to manage a million other things inside my head. 

And then I could see myself going down the steps of the chancel, up the center aisle, as I 
do almost every Sunday.  It’s at that moment when I almost wish that one of those cartoon 
thought bubbles was right above my head. I’m thinking things like : “I need to remember 
to tell Jonathan that the toilet in the women’s room is running again.” “Did I pick the right 
version of the hymn for this morning?” “Who was it that mentioned in the last service that 
they are having surgery on Tuesday?” 

Now that might be more information that you’d ever want to know, but that’s the truth of 
what’s going on up there in that moment.  And, much like everyone else who is deep in 
thought, it is easy to zone out to what’s right in front of you. I tell you that for two 
reasons:  first, so that when (not if) I walk by you and don’t snap out of my thought right 
away that you know that I would never intentionally ignore you and two, to bring 
awareness to myself and to our congregation that we really need to make an effort to see 
the people around us. 

This is that time of year where it’s very easy to get tunnel vision on our own lives and the 
lives of our own families.  While we may never do it intentionally, it is easy to not see 
those who are struggling during Thanksgiving and Christmas. As we go off to holiday 
parties and family feasts,  we may not see the elderly person who has lost their spouse and 
has no family to celebrate with. As we worry about whether we should have pecan pie or 
pumpkin pie, we may not see the family who has nothing to eat all. As we are in crowded 
rooms with joyous festivities, it is easy to not see the person who, although there are 
many in the room, is all alone. 

Jesus was particularly good at seeing people.  He made time for them. With Jesus, every 
person He met was the most important person in the room.  I am convinced that Jesus had 
far more going on in His head than I ever will --- no matter how many toilets overflow, how 
short we are on large-print bulletins, and how the hand surgery that was scheduled for 
2:30pm on Tuesday at Blake is now at 9:45am next Friday at Manatee Memorial. 

Friends, would you join me in making our church a church that sees people?  Or at least a 
church that sees people better? All people. Would you take the initiative this season to  
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Roger Schultz, Member of the Finance Committee 

 

 
    Luke 14:28 "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower.  Won’t you first  

    sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to   

    complete it." 

 

 

This is the time of year we begin to talk about Stewardship.  I wish to remind you all of the Faith Promise 

that we introduced at the beginning of this year.  We are going to promote this program again as an 

opportunity to plan your giving for the coming year.  The form will be available after the budget is 

presented at the annual meeting in January. We hope you will all consider participating. 
 

During last year’s effort we gathered 64 returned forms which equated to 57% of our budgeted expenses. At 

this time we are anticipating our 2019 budget to be about the same as last year. At the end of September our 

income is slightly behind our expenses. We hope these next few months will turn that around. 
 

Below is the year to date expenditures as of the third quarter of 2018 compared to our projections in the 

stewardship brochure which was provided at the annual meeting. 

 

                    Caring for People          Inwardly Devoted Outwardly 

                    and Places                      Inwardly Strong Faithful 

 

Actual           $130,230                      $157,793 $55,244 

Actual           38%                          46% 16% 

Projected      33%                              48% 19% 

 

Thank you to all who generously made special contributions for our air conditioner replacement, your 

generosity has taken some of the pressure off the operating budget.  We are working with a contractor and 

structural engineer to determine how to best proceed with the repairs to Pfrangle Hall since the water pipe 

issue in the spring. 
 

Finance meetings are the second Monday of each month at 5:30 pm in the parlor.  All are always welcome. 
 

Continued from page 1 

introduce yourself to a stranger and make them a brother or sister in Christ? Would you hold your pastor accountable 
and flag me down if I appear lost in my own thought and blind to who’s around me? Would you pay attention to your 
own tendency to lose yourself in your own thoughts and move towards an awareness of others? Maybe just reading 
this will help us all snap out of our comfortable complacency – which is far different than willfully, intentionally 
ignoring someone.  I think pastors are often more guilty of the first than they are the second. 

We’re not going to get this perfect,  but we can always get this a little better. 

In this season, and always, let’s work towards being a church that sees like Jesus! 

In the Grip of Grace, 

Pastor Hope 
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KPC Women’s Group 
When I started to write this message, a 'white winter mix' of 

cold miserable precipitation was hitting my windows and 

overstaying its welcome by gathering on the deck outside. The 

last of the migrating birds, mostly water-fowl from the far 

north ... the 'black and whites' as I call them because they 

remind me of penguins ... had landed on the lake to rest and 

refuel for the long trek across Lake Ontario and on to warmer 

places to the south. 

 

That was a week ago. This week, I'm writing from my sick bed, where I have been laid low with a vicious 

bout of the flu and an old commercial from Florida Travel rings in my ears. 

 

It begins with the winter woes...gray slush gathering on city streets... runny noses and various seasonal 

ailments...blowing winds and drifting snow piling up on driveways. The scene morphs into palm trees 

swaying in the breezes...people sunning on the beaches...kids of all ages frolicking in the waters and the 

voice-over says: "Florida...when you need it bad, we've got it good.' 

 

I'm looking forward to seeing lots of old friends and maybe some new friends when the KPC Women's 

Group  meets for Bible study, prayer and friendship on the second Wednesday of each month. 

 

Our next meeting will be held on November 14th at 1:00 PM 

Since we. as a community of faith, are focusing on discipleship for the next while, I thought it would be 

helpful if we tagged along with the first disciples as they followed Jesus and learned directly from the Teacher 

what it means to be a disciple. To do this, we'll take a stroll through the earliest and the shortest Gospel of 

Mark over the next few months.  
 

Rev. Helen (Hartai)  
Associate for Teaching and Care 

Time with Kids at The Well 

 

Whether you have 1 or 1 

billion of something,  it's all 

about what you do with it that 

really matters! The kids are 

helping the congregation to 

learn about prioritizing what 

you do with what you've got!  
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Fellowship 
 

It’s Turkey month!  Cranberries, pumpkin bread, pumpkin pie, pumpkin ice cream – you’re in trouble if you 

don’t like pumpkin because it is everywhere. Most of us secretly wish the Pilgrims had found chocolate plants 

when they arrived, but it just wasn’t to be. 

A couple of notes about upcoming events in the next few months.  Our Christmas Potluck is going to be a 

little different this year so you might start singing in the shower a little more often or brushing up on the 

“music of the season” while riding in your car.  The date is December 9th at 5:00 pm in Pfrangle Hall.  It’s a 

family event. Put it on your calendar now. 

In January, we’re going to take a trip across the Manatee River to visit the Manatee County Agricultural 

Museum.  All ages are invited to go with us. More details to come a little later. Just wanted you to know the 

date and time and that you know you’re invited. The date is Saturday, January 5, 2019. The time is 10:30 AM. 

As I look over the plans the Fellowship Committee has made for the next few months the thought occurred to 

me that it’s time to involve more than the committee. When we make plans, it is always with the intent that 

others will join in; consider volunteering at least for one event. Many hands make for light work. We need 

more than participants on the day of the event. We need set up crews, clean- up crews, shoppers, greeters and 

idea people. Every ministry at Kirkwood could use “the one event” volunteers every time an activity is 

scheduled. Don’t wait to be asked. The benefits of “working behind the scenes” far outweigh just 

participating. 

Praying you all have a blessed Thanksgiving. 

 

Jody Seney for the Fellowship Committee 

Michael Ingram, Carolyn Schamens, Wayne Seney 
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Fall Picnic 2018 
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Mission Collection Cart 
Thank you to everyone who donated supplies and 

packed boxes for our Operation Christmas 

Child collection and Packing Party on Sunday, 

November 4! Each shoebox will bring a child joy and 

exposure to the good news of Christ. That’s an priceless 

gift! We also want to express sincere thanks to Amber 

Westfall for helping coordinate our OCC collection. 

 
 

 

NOVEMBER’S MONTHLY MISSION CART IS DEDICATED 

TO THE NEEDS OF Anchor House. Anchor 

House requested we collect men's magazines nail 

clippers, socks, Chapstick, knitted watch caps, work 

gloves, gently used jeans and t-shirts (sizes 30-38), 

English tracts and large toothpaste. 

 

 

A note from Anchor House: 

Anchor House and our seafarers are so appreciative of 

all the items that you collect for us. We give out between 

600-800 Christmas bags each year. 

 

I wish you could see all the smiles that are on their 

faces. It sis usually the only gift that they receive. Thank 

you so much!! 

 

Trish Alligood, Chaplain 

Anchor House 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH 

Sea Breeze Elementary 

School continues to 

welcome our seasonal 

volunteers back into their 

classrooms.  

Contact Assistant Principal 

Deborah Cook at 741-3190 

or cookd@manateeschools.net for information to 

get started helping in the school’s media center or 

classrooms’ for doing sight word and fluency 

tutoring. You can also choose to volunteer in 

another Title 1 school that may be closer to your 

home and Cassandra Decker (748-

1313 or cdecker@uwmc.net) with United Way 

can help find the right place for you. The teachers 

and children appreciate your time!  

OUR  

DAILY BREAD 
One hundred eighty-two men, 
women, and children were greeted 
and served by our team in October 
at Our Daily Bread. Thank one 
of these great volunteers for 
representing our church family: 
Jayne Cantrell, Joan Irwin, Tom & 
Judy Lewis, Lisa Canas, Connie 

Schindewolf, Sandy & Dan West. You can experience Our 
Daily Bread service next on November 25th or any month on 
our fourth Sunday. Sign up today.  

KPC Children’s Library Cookout Volunteers 
Thank you so much for your help! 

mailto:cookd@manateeschools.net
mailto:cdecker@uwmc.net
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Trunk or Treat 2018 @ Dream Oaks 
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In His Service, 

Diane Ingram, Children’s Ministry 

941)713-6185 

Kirkwood Kid Konnection 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Help your child be a part of the Thanksgiving festivities by making table favors together. These are sweet treats that 
everyone at the table will enjoy! 
 

You’ll need chocolate-covered Oreo cookies, chocolate frosting, Nestle Jingles candy, chocolate chips, red hot candies, 
and candy corn. Kids will use the frosting as “glue” for this snack, so whenever you read “frost” in the directions, you’ll 
be attaching the ingredient with frosting. Have each child follow these steps: 

1. Frost the inside of two chocolate-covered Oreo cookies and place them together (for the turkey’s base). 
 

2. Frost a Nestle Jingle candy to the top of the Oreo cookie base (for the turkey’s body). 
 

3. Frost a chocolate chip to the Nestle Jingle candy (for the turkey’s head). 
 

4. Frost a red hot candy under the chocolate chip (for the turkey’s wattle). 
 

5. Frost the base of the turkey behind the turkey’s body. 
 

6. Place five candy corns (large tip facing out) to this area (for the turkey’s feathers). 

After candy turkeys are made, have your child enjoy one of their creations. While they eat, encourage them to talk 
about all the things they’re thankful for this Thanksgiving - including yummy candy!    

Have a blessed Thanksgiving season and remember to give God the glory for all He has given us! 
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Welcome new KPC Members 

Bob & Pat Judd Paul & Nancy Cormack Bud & Mary Jane Phillips 

2019 Envelopes will be 

available for pick up the 

2nd Sunday of December.  

If you do not have offering 

envelopes and would like 

some for the coming year, 

please contact Sharon in 

the office at 794-6229. 

Envelopes are available for 

monthly or weekly giving. 

We also offer online giving—it is quick and simple 

to use. Check it out at www.thebiggreenchurch.org 

and click on “More “then “Donate”. 

 

Church Wide Christmas  

Pot-luck and Hymn Sing 

coming December 9th 

watch for details 

New Adult Sunday Morning Class to start November 

18th. Sonia Chrzanowski will be teaching about the 

role of Christmas music in the life of the church. She 

will introduce translated ancient carols and give tidbits 

of the personal lives of the music creators. Join us and 

learn:  Whose father tried to discourage his son from 

being a musician?  Which hymn/song was sung to 

soldiers in the barracks? Which hymn had its melody 

come from a funeral source? 

 

This class will meet from November 18th through 

December 9th in the parlor. Come join in. 
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Jr. & Sr. High  
 

WEDNESDAYs @  
6pm-8pm 

Youth Group Halloween Night 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 Nov. 7

th 
- Youth Group  

 Nov 10th - Annual Christmas Market Fundraiser (8:30am - 

   1:30pm) 

 Nov. 14
th 

- Youth Group - Fall Campfire 

 Nov. 21
st
 - NO YOUTH GROUP (Thanksgiving) 

 Nov. 28
th 

- Youth Group  

 Dec 1
st
 - Hanging of the Greens (5pm) 



 Prayer Chain requests should be submitted to the church office at 941-794-6229,  

 or to email: office@kpcbradenton.org. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
11/21 Jasime Reel 

  Mark & Charlotte Thielen 

11/22 Katie Moore 

11/23 Don Dearth 

11/24 George Goeth (106) 

  Jeanne Piper 

11/25 Ben Radtka 

11/27 Gina Costigan 

  Allen Gill 

  Robert Zanders 

11/28 Judy Lewis 

11/30 Lynne Champagne 

If your Birthday or Anniversary is not listed,  

please contact the church office to update our records. 

11/01 Helen Biamonte 

  Ron Prete 

11/02 Beth McCracken 

11/03 Barbara Berkey 

11/07 Roy & Pat Schalk 

11/08 Mark & Betsy Phelps 

11/11 Betty Jane Carpenter 

  Joshua Hurd 

  Bob & Jeanne Miller 

  Ray & Helen Wood 

11/13 Andrea LoPiccolo 

11/16 Dennis Osthothoff 

11/19 Judy Berry 

  Jody Seney 

 

 



November 2018  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Rehearsal 

2 

Office Closed 

3 

9 Golf Outing 

4 Daylight Savings 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

10 Children’s & Adult 

Sunday school 

10 OCC Packing party 

11 Traditional 

5 

7 Boy Scouts 

 

 

 

6 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

 

7 

6 Youth Group 

 

8 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Rehearsal 

9 

Office Closed 

 

10 

9 Annual  

Christmas Mar-

ket 

Times: 9 a—1 p 

 

11 Veteran’s Day 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

10 Children’s & Adult 

Sunday School  

11 Traditional 

 

12 

5:30 Finance  

7 Boy Scouts 

 

13 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

 

14 

1 KPC Women 

6 Youth Group 

 

15 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Rehearsal 

16 

Office Closed 

 

 

17 

18 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well  

10 Children’s & Adult 

Sunday School 

11 Traditional 

4 Church Picnic 

19 

7 Boy Scouts 

 

 

20 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

 

21 

6 No Youth Group  

22 

Office Closed 

 

23 

Office Closed 

24 

 

25 

9 The Well 

9:30 ODB, offsite 

10 Children’s & Adult 

Sunday School 

11 Traditional 

 

26 

7 Session 

7 Boy Scouts 

27 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

 

28 

6 Youth Group 

29 

9:30 Crafty Cut-ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Rehearsal 

30 

Office Closed 

Dec. 1 

5 Hanging of the 

Greens 
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