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On November 3, 2002 the Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church in Statham, Georgia had a 

very historic moment in the life of their little church. Statham is a quiet, rural suburb 

between Atlanta and Athens. In many ways it is demonstrative of what many imagine 

to be the deep south. Which is why November 3rd, 2002 was such an extraordinary 

day.  
 

That was the day that they installed Sung Ho Lee to be their pastor. Sung has been a 

part of our life here at Kirkwood for almost 8 years now and he is beloved by so many 

in our community. But what you may not realize, as we prepare to celebrate his 15th  

anniversary of ordination, is that the little church in Statham, Georgia took a chance on 

a young man that many other English speaking churches wouldn’t even consider.  
 

Pastor Sung graduated from Columbia Seminary in 2001. And while many of his 

classmates got calls prior to graduation, Sung found himself between a rock and a hard 

place. Being what is called a 1.5 generation (meaning he was born in Korea, but raised 

in the United States), Sung does not speak enough Korean to effectively minister and 

preach in a Korean congregation. At the same time, the name “Sung” on a resume did 

not instill confidence in search committees that he would be able to effectively 

minister and preach in English either. Even getting a chance to interview became so 

difficult that he changed his resume to say “S. Lee” just so that in the off chance that a 

search committee would call, he’d at least be able to get out a few words before they 

realized that he was Korean. It seems unbelievable, but sometimes the church can be a 

very ungracious place. 
 

But, Pleasant Hill was different.  Not only did they take a chance on Pastor Sung, they 

were very proud to have him as their pastor and could have cared less what the rest of 

the town thought about “their little Asian pastor.”   
 

In the Presbyterian Church, you cannot put a “Rev.” in front of your name until you 

are extended an initial call by a vote of a congregation. Pleasant Hill made Pastor 

Sung, Rev. Sung. 
 

And although he has that title, that is not what makes him such a great pastor. Sung is 

gracious, forgiving, gentle-hearted, funny, patient, generous, and above all, loves the 

Lord deeply. In ministry, all of us (even those of us who are not ordained) are given 

specific gifts. And while here at KPC, Sung is known for leading The Well and leading 

the youth group, I have to tell you that his greatest gift is pastoral care. You might 

think I am biased, of course, but I’ve never met someone who is better at walking 

alongside people in times of crisis and despair than my husband. I think that’s one of 

the many reasons that he does such a great job as the Chaplain at Freedom Village. 

                Cont. on page 2 
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Cont. from page 1 

I’d like to invite you to join me and the Session as we celebrate Pastor Sung’s 15th Anniversary of ordination 

on November 5th @ 10AM in Pfrangle Hall. We’ll provide the refreshments for everyone and the Session will 

be presenting Pastor Sung with a gift on behalf of the entire congregation. All we ask of you is to come and 

celebrate with us! In a time when the average pastor lasts only about 5 years in ministry, 15 is a great 

milestone! 

 

Congratulations, Sung!  We love you!  

 

In the Grip of Grace……Together, 

Pastor Hope 

What is Stewardship? According to Merriam Webster, a steward is one who 

actively directs affairs. Wikipedia defines Stewardship as an ethic that 

embodies the responsible planning and management of resources. 

Stewardship is our behavior toward the planning and management of 

Kirkwood's assets, which include our buildings and staff. What we need to 

look at is how we can share the love of the Lord with each other and our 

community. We believe that all we have is attributed to God and we should 

share that joy with others. How does that get done?  Proverbs 3:9  says "Honor the LORD from your wealth 

and from the first of all your produce". This indicates as we do better and get more, we should share more. We 

do that in many ways such as the fellowship and friendship we share among each other at our services. The 

friendship we share in our mission work throughout our community is another example. Our time is a valuable 

contribution, but to maintain and grow our church buildings and staff we also need a financial fellowship. 

 

Second Corinthians 9:6 tells us he who sows sparingly shall reap sparingly and he who sows bountifully shall 

reap bountifully. We have a vision of sharing the good news of our Lord's love with more than our current 

Kirkwood family. To do that we need resources, we all need to sow more bountifully.   

 

We have all heard Pastor Hope speak about the need for additional staff to support our growth with new ideas 

and additional ministries and missions. These are missions for our community, and for ourselves. One of our 

newest missions is reaching out to the nearby community (our physical neighbors) with the community 

garden. This new mission will need nurturing, guidance and fertilizer. We fertilize through our giving.   
 

As we are heading toward a new year I would ask you to pray and consider the following. Am I able to 

improve my Stewardship by providing more fertilizer for our growth?   

 

Roger Schultz 
Member of the Finance Committee 
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THE GENEROUS LIFE CLASS 
Two Classes:  SUNDAYS or TUESDAYS 

In November, Pastor Hope will be offering a 3-week class on the topic of living a 

generous life. The three sessions will include:  

Part 1:   
Biblical and Theological Understandings  of Generosity 

Part 2:  
Personal Giving/Generosity Autobiography (What is YOUR story of 
generosity?) 

Part 3:  
Giving as Witness & Legacy 

This is a timely class as we go into the season of Thanksgiving, look ahead towards Christmas, and consider 

what we value most and what we want to do to bless the things that we care about in this life.  Two sections 

of the class will be offered -- one on Sunday mornings @ 10am (November 5,12,19) -- and one on 

Tuesday evenings @ 6:30pm (November 7,14, 28) (note: there will be a one week break  in this one) 

This is a class that requires advance registration so that materials are readily available for all participants.  

You can register for either section by signing up in the office, The Well, or the narthex or by calling the 

church at 941-794-6229.  

Presbyterian Women 
Jimmy Dean was my high school math teacher. When he strolled into the 

classroom, all eyes were upon him, for no one knew what in the world he 

was going to say. He meandered through is lesson, sometimes pacing 

across the front of the room, sometimes fingering the chalk in his lab coat 

pocket. He was an eloquent speaker who captured the imagination and 

attention of his students with his tales from real life. 

 

Then, during the final moments of his class, he would turn to the blackboard, take out his piece of chalk, and 

write the essence of his lesson on the board. His stories and his lessons were unforgettable. 

 

Jesus was a teacher and preacher who often talked in parables. He told stories from real life to grab the 

attention and imagination of His pupils. Sometimes He seemed to meander through His lessons, but He had a 

way of getting His point across to His listeners that was often challenging and always unforgettable. 

 

The Presbyterian Women will be meeting for Bible Study and fellowship on Wednesday, November 

8th at 1:00 p.m.  All are welcome to join us as we ‘sit at the feet of Jesus’ and study some of the parables 

that were an essential part of His teaching ministry. 

 

I’m looking forward to seeing you all again as we settle into our winter home away from home. 

Helen Hartai 
Associate for Teaching and Care 

tel:(941)%20794-6229
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Welcome back to all our friends returning to sunny Florida! We have missed you, and as you’ll see, we have 

been very busy. We have been preparing to Be The Church in new and meaningful ways for children and 

families living around the church. Our Children’s Lending Library is waiting for the 1280 plus books to be 

sorted by reading level and put on the ready shelves. Just outside the front door of the library, our Community 

Garden is shaping up. Volunteers are essential to help us open both projects to the public. The goal is to have 

both ready for tours during our Annual Christmas Market in three weeks. Please contact Carolyn today to see 

how you are needed! 

Our 22nd Annual Christmas Market is just around the corner and we need you to tell all your friends, 

neighbors and family about it. We want to have a record number of guests this year, so we need everyone to 

spread the word. The Christmas Market will be Saturday, November 11, from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. The 

Cookie Room Chief Elf, Jody Seney, is looking for cake stands for the cookie room displays. Put your name 

on the bottom and leave your cake stand in the office or the kitchen. We appreciate your willingness to share 

your stand with us and will make sure you get it back right after the Market. In fact, they will be on the 

counter in the kitchen the next morning during church. 

Everyone is encouraged to visit Room 113 in between November 12th worship services, while the Gift Room 

will be open for post Market sales. This gives you another chance to participate! Our Market is a wonderful 

way to set the tone for your holiday season! Everyone, who takes a lawn sign to put in their yard, needs to 

give yourself a star for aiding The Market’s success. Give yourself another star when you return the sign to 

church after November 11. (We will reuse the signs next year.) 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the September Mission Cart Collection for the My Choice 

Pregnancy Center’s Angel Sacks. Our collection had an estimated value of over $1100! The women will be so 

happy to get the Angel Sacks during My Choice’s annual Christmas Party. You have blessed many clients of 

My Choice again with your generosity! The total value for our Mission cart collections through September 

exceeds $9000, which is amazing considering our collections typically are lighter once our seasonal friends 

leave for the summer months. 

During November we will be collecting the wish list items supplied by our friends at Anchor House, which 

includes: Men's magazines, nail clippers, socks, Chapstick, knitted watch caps, work gloves, gently used jeans 

and t-shirts (sizes 30-38), English tracts and large toothpaste. Anchor House’s mission is to meet the spiritual, 

physical and emotional needs of international seafarers. Trish Alligood, Chaplain, wrote the following note to 

us: 

Anchor House has had a year full of blessings ministering to 272 ships with men and women 

from 36 different countries. What a blessing it is to encourage and pray for a fellow believer on 

the ship. We supply them with Bibles and Bible study books for those that come together to 

worship and to learn. We have been able to have multiple worship services on the ships with 

seafarers receiving Christ. 

Anchor House now has a trucker’s ministry in a nice building in the front of the port. We are in 

need of volunteers that would like to be greeters and have conversations with the truck drivers. 

We are truly sending the Gospel of Jesus Christ into many nations. We can’t say it enough, 

THANK YOU, for being a part of God’s Kingdom work right here at Port Manatee. 

Blessings, Trish 

Kirkwood was instrumental in helping Principal Greg Sander and his Sea Breeze Elementary School staff 

sort out the kinks in implementing their initiative to bring their school’s students up to appropriate grade 

Mission connections 



Carolyn Roskamp 
Coordinator for Missions & Outreach
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reading levels last year. We celebrated the progress our volunteering efforts produced in the year end testing 

last Spring. Now we are thrilled to return to their classrooms to begin this year with teachers and students 

anxious for our help. Teachers, who welcomed our students from last year into their classroom this Fall, were 

amazed at how much improved those students were in reading compared to students who we did not tutor. 

More teachers in more grades want volunteers to help their classes make the great strides our students 

achieved last year. So if you are just returning for the season or if you find you have an hour a week that you 

can volunteer, Sea Breeze applications are in Carolyn’s office door pocket. Join us! The gratitude of the little 

children will definitely lift your spirits each week! 

God has challenged Kirkwood with much work here in our corner of His Kingdom, so wherever you feel God 

nudging you, don’t wait. Get involved! Change lives! 

We are entering crunch time to find sponsors for our Ultimate Comedy Theater with Kenn Kington on 

Saturday, January 27. We need your help getting event sponsors, since historically our sponsors pay for the 

event so that our ticket sales fund our mission trips. Tell your business friends about our fun fundraiser and 

give them the introduction letter and sponsorship form. Laughter is the best medicine so naturally the Comedy 

Theater is the healthiest event in town! Watch the bulletins and eNews for announcements on ticket sales. 

Mark your calendar to attend the Comedy Team planning meeting on Tuesday, November14th at 6 pm. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

 

 

 

 

What a beautiful note we received from 

one of the students at one of our mission partners 

The Haven. 

 

Thank you Kirkwood for “Being the Church” 



Pastor Hope's Recent Sermons 

We have received quite a few requests for Pastor 
Hope's sermons on 10/1, 10/8, and 10/15.  All of 
those sermons are available to you on the church 
website at  www.biggreenchurch.org  If you would 
like a written manuscript,  please contact the 
church office. 
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Would You Help Write Our Advent 

Devotional? 

Last year the leaders of the church wrote and gifted 

the congregation with an Advent Devotional Book 

that was so well-received that this year we'd like to 

invite the entire congregation to participate. If you 

would be interested in writing a reflection for one of 

the days in Advent,  please contact Pastor Hope at 

 hope@kpcbradenton.org    We will try to include as 

many written reflections as possible! 

FINAL NEW MEMBER CLASS OF 2017 

If you've been thinking about joining our church family,  

please come to our final New Member Class for 2017 

on Monday, December 4th @ 6pm in the parlor.  The class 

is taught by Pastor Hope and provides you with an overview 

of our beliefs, our values, and our practices as a church 

family.  Dinner is provided.  Please RSVP by signing up after 

services or by calling the church office at 941-794-6229. 

OUR  

DAILY BREAD 

On the fourth Sunday in 

October, nine volunteers 

represented all of us while 

serving 98 meals at Our 

Daily Bread. Kirkwood volunteers have served 

1330 meals so far this year as they add up 215 

hours spent at Our Daily Bread. Sign up today to go 

on November 26th for a mission experience that will 

bless your Thanksgiving as well as the hungry folks 

who find nourishment at Our Daily Bread every day 

of the year. 

Another beautiful way that we sent love out for 

Christ was on our recent Operation Christmas 

Child Shoebox Packing Party! So far we have 127 

boxes filled. Each shoebox was packed for a child of 

God who needs to hear that Jesus loves them! We 

appreciate the shipping donations too! It’s not too 

late to help pay the $9 per box shipping. Thank you! 

Saturday, 

November 25th 

at 5pm 

Pizza and 

drinks included 

The Cookie Room at the 

Market is looking for pedestal 

cookie plates to use and 

cookies to be sold.  Please 

mark your cookie plates with 

your name and drop them off 

in the kitchen on Thursday or 

Friday before the Market.  

Cookies can be left in the kitchen 

also.  Please, no chocolate chips.  

Christmas cookies are suggested. 

    

http://www.biggreenchurch.org/
mailto:hope@kpcbradenton.org
tel:(941)%20794-6229
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FALL COOKOUT 
The day was sunny, perhaps a little too warm, but there was a breeze – lots of laughter and good food and 

NO RAIN.  The annual Church Picnic was a success.  Our chefs, Dan Brockman and Dennis Ostholthoff, 

didn’t want for “suggestions” as to how to cook the hot dogs and hamburgers, but in spite of all the help, the 

meat came off the fire just right.  Thanks to all who came early to set up and stayed around to clean up, and 

thanks to all who shared the best potato salads, coleslaw, cobblers, cookies.  You name it; we had it all.  If 

you left hungry, it was only because you spent too much time fellowshipping and not eating.  It was a great 

time for spending time as a church family, meeting new people, renewing friendships with people we don’t 

see often, holding babies so parents could enjoy themselves (oh, do we have a group of really eager 

grandparents), listening to the happy sounds of kids on the playground.  It was a perfect day to enjoy God’s 

outdoors and the Body of Christ at Kirkwood Church. 

2 

0 

1 

7 
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Kirkwood kid Konnection 

In His Service, 

Diane Ingram 
Elder for Children’s Ministry 

729-4649 
 

 

 

                                              

 

Take some time the week before Thanksgiving and play a dinner table game with your family. It will give all 

of you the chance to reflect on the blessings in your life and you may be surprised at some of the answers you 

hear from your children! But this doesn’t have to be just a game played with children – families made of 

members over the age of 12 can play too! Each person around the table gets the chance to list the things for 

which they are thankful. Start with #1 on November 17th and finish with #7 on Thanksgiving Day: 

 

One gift you’ve received this year that you’re thankful for and why. 

Two things you’ve learned about God this year (kids might mention Bible stories they’ve learned about; 

adults can be more complex!) 

Three things you’re thankful for about our family’s faith. 

Four things you’re thankful for about our family. 

Five experiences our family had this year that made you happy. 

Six things in creation you couldn’t live without. 

Seven people outside our family who blessed you in some way this past year. 

 

Enjoy learning about each other and how God is blessing all of you! 
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 Community Garden Project 

 

Another Community Garden Workday is scheduled for Saturday, November 4, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. We 

need muscle power to assemble the picnic table and install the privacy fence between the Friendship House 

and the garden. We’ll be anchoring the landscape fabric, setting out the rain barrels and cleaning the library 

(after using it for supplies’ storage during all of our garden workdays). There is also some light painting 

needed in the garden, so we have chores with various degrees of intensity. We have another tentative 

Community Garden Workday scheduled on the morning of November 18, at the same times, in case we need 

to finish projects. Please sign up now to help on November 4th and watch for bulletin notes updating you on 

the calendar for future workdays. People can sign up for a garden plot during the Annual Christmas Market 

tours or in the office afterward. The Grand Opening Celebration for our Community Garden and Children’s 

Lending Library will be on  Sunday, January 7, 2018 at noon! 

Kirkwood Lending Library 

Besides having volunteers looking up each donated book for the reading levels, we need a few folks 

interested in being our Children’s Lending Library Librarians. We do not have a Dewey Decimal 

Classification system. Our library will be extremely kid friendly and easy to navigate. But it will take some 

work to move the books into the library and organize them. Many hands make the work light! If you can help 

label or move the books, or if you have an hour or two after school or on weekends that will allow us to open 

the doors so the children can visit and get books, volunteer today! 

Shelves getting 

ready for loads of 

Children’s Books 
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  The deadline for articles for the December 2017 issue of the Kronicle is  

Tuesday, November 21st 

 Prayer Chain requests should be submitted to the church office at 941-794-6229,  

 or to email: office@kpcbradenton.org. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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11/01 Helen Biamonte 

  Ron Prete 

11/03 Barbara Berkey 

11/07 Roy & Pat Schalk 

11/10 Eddie & Jean Eiffert 

11/11 Betty Carpenter 

  Bob & Jeanne Miller 

  Ray & Helen Wood 

11/13 Andrea LoPiccolo 

11/16 E. Dennis Ostholthoff 

  Craig & Rachel Kaplan 

11/18 Mark & Betsy Phelps 

11/19 Judy Berry 

  Jody Seney 

 

 

11/21 Jasmine Reel 

  Mark & Charlotte Thielen 

11/22 Katie Moore 

11/23 Don Dearth 

  Margo Joynes 

11/24 Jeanne Piper 

11/24 George Goeth 

11/25 Ben Radtka 

11/27 Gina Costigan 

  Allen Gill 

  Robert Zanders 

11/28 Judy Lewis 

11/30 Lynne Champagne 

If your Birthday or Anniversary is 

not listed, please contact the church 

office to update our records. 

 

 

If you would like to receive a set of offering envelopes for 2018, 

please contact Sharon in the church office at 794-6229.  You may get 

either weekly envelopes or monthly envelopes.  Your new envelopes 

will be available in December either in the Narthex or at The Well. 

 

We also offer online giving—it is quick and simple to use.  Check it 

out at www.thebiggreenchurch.org and click on  “More” then  

“Donate” 



November  

Prayer Calendar  2017            

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

For patience with 
people 

2 

For Single  

Parents 

3 

The homeless 
community 

4 

Those in need 
of jobs 

5 

For our  

Sunday School 
Teachers 

6 

For the Youth of 
our church 

7 

For the leaders of 
our country  

(election day) 

8 

Our Church  

Volunteers 

9 

The young  

families of our 
church 

 

10 

Guidance for the 
upcoming holi-
days 

11 

For our  

Veterans 

12 

For Manatee 
County’s Farm 
City Week  

Activities 

13 

Thanks to  

farmers for  

producing our food 

14 

Thanks for farm-
workers for their 
hard work 

15 

For our  

Fellowship  

Volunteers 

16 

For our Brothers 
and Sisters in the 
Peace River Pres-
bytery 

17 

For our county 
agriculture 
teachers 

18 

For students 
who are  

raising  

animals for the 
county fair 

19 

God’s ordained 
day of rest 

20 

The staff as they 
“gear up” for  

Advent 

21 

College students 
home for  

Thanksgiving 

22 

Travels to family 
and friends 

23 

Give thanks for 
God’s bounty 

24 

Our members in 
nursing homes 

25 

An enjoyable 
fall Saturday 

26 

For a Glorious 
Advent Season 

27 

Enough Food at 
our Food Banks 

 

28 

Prayers for  

abandoned  

children 

29 

For those who are 
suffering loss dur-
ing the holidays 

30 

Praying for  

cooler weather 

  

       



November 2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

6 Middle School 

Youth Group 

6:45 High School 

Youth Group 

2 

9:30 Crafty Cut-

ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Practice 

3 

Office Closed 

4 

9 Community 

Garden  

Workday 

5 Daylight  Savings 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

10 Education  

10 Generous Life    

Class 

6 

7 Boy Scouts 

 

 

 

7 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

6:30 Generous Life 

Class 

7 Al-Anon 

 

8 

1 Presbyterian 

Women 

6 Middle School 

Youth Group 

6:45 High School 

Youth Group 

9 

9:30 Crafty Cut-

ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Practice 

10 

Office Closed 

11 

9 Annual Christ-

mas Market 

12 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

10 Education  

10 Generous Life 

Class 

13 

5:30 Finance 

7 Boy Scouts 

 

14 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

6:30 Generous Life 

Class 

7 Al-Anon 

15 

6 Middle School 

Youth Group 

6:45 High School 

Youth Group 

7 Choir Practice 

16 

9:30 Crafty Cut-

ups 

5 The Well Band 

 

17 

Office Closed 

 

 

18 

 

19 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

10 Education  

10 Generous Life 

Class 

11 Traditional 

20 

7 Boy Scouts 

21 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

22 

No Youth tonight 

 

23 

Office Closed 

 

24 

Office Closed 

25 

5 Hanging of the 

Greens 

 

26 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

9:30 ODB 

10 Education 

11 Traditional 

27 

7 Session 

7 Boy Scouts 

 

28 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

6:30 Generous Life 

Class 

7 Al-Anon 

29 

6 Middle School 

Youth Group 

6:45 High School 

Youth Group 

30 

9:30 Crafty Cut-

ups 

5 The Well Band 

7 Choir Practice 

  

       



A Biblically-Centered Church in the Presbyterian Fellowship 

6101 Cortez Road West 

Bradenton, Florida  34210-2711 

 

To begin receiving our newsletter via email, please contact the church 

office at 941-794-6229, or by email to office@kpcbradenton.org. 

KIRKWOOD KRONICLE 

is published monthly by Kirkwood Presbyterian Church 

For suggestions and requests call: 941-794-6229  

Fax: 792-3616   e-mail: office@kpcbradenton.org 
 

OUR STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Hope Italiano Lee, Lead Pastor    hope@kpcbradenton.org 
Rev. Sung Lee, Associate for Worship, Technology & Youth sung@kpcbradenton.org 
Rev. Helen Hartai, Associate for Teaching & Care  helen@kpcbradenton.org 
Paul Champagne, Director of Music Ministry   paul@kpcbradenton.org 
Carolyn Roskamp, Coordinator for Mission & Outreach  carolyn@kpcbradenton.org 
Karen Byrnes, Office Manager     karen@kpcbradenton.org 
Sharon Blackrick, Finance & Membership   sharon@kpcbradenton.org 
Kristen Thibodeaux Brady, Nursery Director   kristen@kpcbradenton.org 
Jonathan Shelley, Custodian/Handyman     

Sunday Worship:  
Chapel at 8:00 a.m., The Well at 9:00 a.m. and Traditional Worship at 11:00.a.m. 

Adult and Children’s Ministry 10:00 a.m. 
Office hours: 

Monday – Thursday:  8:30a.m. – 3:30p.m. 

Friday:  Closed 


